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1 Introduction 
 
1.1 This Consultation Statement has been prepared to fulfil the legal obligations of the 

Neighbourhood Planning Regulations 2012 in respect of the Brimscombe and 
Thrupp Parish Neighbourhood Plan.  

 
1.2 Section 15(2) of Part 5 of the Regulations requires that a Consultation Statement 

should: 

 

● contain details of the persons and bodies who were consulted about the 
proposed Neighbourhood Development Plan 

● explain how they were consulted 
● summarise the main issues and concerns raised by the persons consulted 
● describe how these issues and concerns have been considered 
● where relevant, addressed in the proposed Neighbourhood Development Plan 

(NDP) 
 
1.3 The purpose of Regulation 14 consultation is to ensure Parish residents, 

stakeholders and other interested parties had an opportunity to comment on a pre-
submission draft of the NDP. Those comments and issues raised will be included in 
this report, together with the Steering Group’s responses to those comments. 
Changes made to the plan following consideration of consultation responses will be 
outlined. 

o  

1.4 Part A Gives an overview of the consultation events and activities that have led to 
the production of the Draft Brimscombe and Thrupp Parish NDP and ultimately the 
planning policies contained within it that aim to control and promote sustainable 
development in Brimscombe and Thrupp Parish 

 
1.5 Part B Gives an overview and description of the pre-submission consultation, known 

as Regulation 14, that will be undertaken on the Draft Brimscombe and Thrupp 
Parish NDP. The Regulation 14 Consultation is scheduled to take place over a six-
week period from 15th October 2021 to 30th November 2021.  
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PART A 

 
2  Approach to Consultation  
 
2.1 Throughout the preparation stages of the Brimscombe and Thrupp Parish 

Neighbourhood Plan, Brimscombe and Thrupp Parish Council and the NDP 

Steering Group have worked hard to engage local people on the progress of the 

Neighbourhood Plan, and also ask for people's views on key topics. 

2.2 The NDP Steering Group was formed in 2016, after consultation meetings 
were held in the local community in March 2015 and January 2016 to 
determine if there was local interest and appetite. The NDP Steering Group 
is made up of councillors and residents.  

2.3 The NP’s Stroud Council Link Officer, Simon Maher, supported the Steering Group 
throughout the Plan preparation process. 

 
3 Plan Preparation and Consultation 
 
Summary of Events and Activities 

3.1 This section sets out details of how the community and other stakeholders as a 
whole were engaged in the process of plan preparation. 

 
3.2 Prior to the refresh and redesign of the Parish Council website, a community 

website was created to provide a living record of the process and results of 
producing a neighbourhood plan for the parish of Brimscombe and Thrupp. The 
website is now (as at November 2021) available as an archive and can be found at 
http://www.brimscombeandthrupp.org.uk 

 
 
 
  

http://www.brimscombeandthrupp.org.uk/
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Sequence of Events and Activities 
 
3.3 The chart below shows the sequence of activities and events (other than those 

described as ‘ongoing’ below). 

 

Event/Activity Date(s) 

Public Meeting 20th March 2015 

Public Meeting 9th January 2016 

Working Group Meeting (open to all) 22nd February 2016 

Steering Group Meeting  

Public ‘Drop In’ Event 22nd January 2017 

Stand at Parish Fête 20th May 2017 

Neighbourhood Plan Design Day 21st May 2017 

Steering Group Meeting 13th November 2017 

Steering Group Meeting 4th December 2017 

Business Breakfast Meeting (Cancelled) 27th February 2018 

Steering Group Meeting 5th March 2018 

Steering Group Meeting 17th April 2018 

Climate Change Workshop 19th January 2020 

Stand at Parish Fête July 2021 

Stand at Stroud Brewery September 2021 

Neighbourhood Plan Informal Survey November 2021 

Stand at Parish Fête 16th July 2022 

 
*Full reports (where available) from these events are available by following the 
hyperlink for the relevant meeting 

 
Further Detail on Key Events 

 

3.4 Community 'Drop In' Event 22nd January 2017 

 

● Around 120 people came along between 11.00 and 3.30 to the Stroud Brewery for this 

first open, public event for the Neighbourhood Plan facilitated by members of the 

steering group and plan consultants, Place Studio. 

● It was remarkable how much time people spent – we estimate the average was 1 

hour! 

● This was not just talking to the Steering Group members present, or to the consultants 

(Place Studio); 

● people actively committed themselves to the various tasks (all important, all clearly 

● interesting, some quite challenging). People were invited to look at emerging topic 

areas and comment 

● And finally, it was great that so many people commented on how much they valued 

this opportunity of really early and practical involvement. 

 

3.5 Design Day 21st May 2017 

 

The aim of this event was to build on work that had been done by members of the public 

at the first Steering Group workshop on 14th December 2016 and the open drop-in held on 

http://www.brimscombeandthrupp.org.uk/meet-7315.html
http://www.brimscombeandthrupp.org.uk/meet-9116.html
http://www.brimscombeandthrupp.org.uk/meet-22216.html
http://www.brimscombeandthrupp.org.uk/uploads/6/3/6/4/63647387/ndp_notes_18th_may_2016.pdf
http://www.brimscombeandthrupp.org.uk/meet-22117.html
http://www.brimscombeandthrupp.org.uk/uploads/6/3/6/4/63647387/ndp_notes_13_11_17.pdf
http://www.brimscombeandthrupp.org.uk/uploads/6/3/6/4/63647387/ndp_notes_4th_december_2017.pdf
http://www.brimscombeandthrupp.org.uk/business-breakfast.html
http://www.brimscombeandthrupp.org.uk/uploads/6/3/6/4/63647387/5_3_18_brimscombe_and_thrupp_steering_group_050318.pdf
http://www.brimscombeandthrupp.org.uk/uploads/6/3/6/4/63647387/meet_17_4_18.pdf
http://www.brimscombeandthrupp.org.uk/uploads/6/3/6/4/63647387/19-01-20_a_climate_friendly_future_for_brimscombe_and_thrupp.pdf


Brimscombe and Thrupp Neighbourhood Development Plan | Consultation Statement 

22nd January 2017. These events had generated some very useful but still ‘first stab’ attempts 

at defining various different Character Areas within the parish. 

 

The main aim of the Design Day was to check, redefine, consolidate and provide detailed 

evidence for the Character Areas, supporting this with a medley of photos of each area. If 

enough people had attended, the aim was also to undertake some other exercises to 

provide different ways of seeing the parish and its settlements. With a core group of only 

around 15, this did not prove possible, although the work that was then done was done in 

considerable detail, so nothing was lost. This event generated the baseline material for the 

Brimscombe and Thrupp Community Design Statement, which is part 2 of our Neighbourhood 

Plan. 

 

3.6 Climate Change Workshop January 2020 

 

On 19th January 2020 Brimscombe and Thrupp neighbourhood planning group held a public 

workshop facilitated by the Centre for Sustainable Energy, looking at the likely predicted 

impacts of climate change within and beyond the plan period, and of the actions the 

community could take to address and resolve the climate crisis. CSE gave an introductory 

presentation on the likely impacts of climate change and the UK’s current legal commitments 

to reduce carbon emissions by 80% by 2050 (now likely to be upgraded to a commitment to 

full carbon neutrality by 2050). Attendees were challenged to: 

 “Imagine its 2050 (or 2035 – choose your own date) and we’ve solved the climate crisis and are 

enjoying a safe, stable climate. Look back and describe what you did to reduce emissions and 

you adapted your neighbourhood in response to the climate crisis.” 

 

3.7 Neighbourhood Plan Survey Autumn 2021 

 

This survey that was undertaken in Autumn 2021, was undertaken with the aim of collecting 

information and evidence for policies in the Neighbourhood Plan. It was felt important to 

informally consult again due to the break in work on the NDP as a result of the Covid-19 

pandemic. There were 129 full or partial responses to the survey which was conducted 

through a mixture of face to face and online survey responses. A summary of the results can be 

found in Appendix B. 

 

 
4 Ongoing Activities 

 
4.1 Parish Council Meetings  

 

At the monthly Parish Council meetings, a member of the Steering Group informs the 

councillors and the public attending the meeting of the work being undertaken on the 

Neighbourhood Plan.  The reports on the NDP are recorded in the Minutes of the 

meetings, available to the public on the Parish Council website. 

 
4.2 Facebook 

The Parish Council's Facebook account has been used to keep residents to keep up 

with NDP progress, we have also used it to share information about sub-
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consultations (such as on Local Green Spaces) and to flag up activities and events. 

The Parish Council Facebook page has just under 1500 followers. Additionally, 

there is a ‘Community Development Group’ page which is also used to 

communicate information. This has around 1500 members as well. 

 

 

4.3 Parish Website 

The Brimscombe and Thrupp Parish Council website,  

https://www.brimscombeandthrupp-pc.gov.uk was extensively redesigned and 

reformatted during 2020 and is used to promote the details of events and 

activities, hosts the latest NDP webpages and links to the original community site 

(see 3.2) which contains consultation documents and evidence etc. 
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PART B   

5 Regulation 14 Pre-submission Publicity and Consultation 
 
5.1 The Neighbourhood Planning (General) Regulations 2012 states that before 

submitting a plan proposal to the local planning authority, a qualifying body 
(Brimscombe and Thrupp Parish Parish Council) must: 

● publicise in a manner that is likely to bring it to the attention of people who 
live, work or carry on business in the neighbourhood area 

● details of the proposals for a neighbourhood development plan 
● details of where and when the proposals for a neighbourhood development 

plan may be inspected 
● details of how to make representations and 
● the date by which those representations must be received, being not less 

than 6 weeks from the date on which the draft proposal is first publicised 
● consult any consultation body referred to in paragraph 1 of Schedule 1 

whose interests the qualifying body considers may be affected by the 
proposals for a neighbourhood plan and 

● send a copy of the proposals for a neighbourhood development plan to the 
local planning authority 

 
4.3 This section of the Consultation Statement describes the approach taken by the 

Steering Group to consult on the Draft NDP at the Regulation 14 stage of the 
process. The Steering Group ensured that all relevant bodies and parties were 
informed of the consultation period, as well as ensuring that local residents were 
made aware of the consultation period and provided with opportunities to provide 
their views and comments.  

4.4 Consultation Period. The Regulation 14 consultation period was launched on 
Saturday 16th July 2022 and ran for eight weeks until Saturday 10th September. It 
was held for 8 weeks rather than the compulsory 6 weeks due to the consultation 
period being held during the summer holidays. The draft Neighbourhood Plan, 
associated draft evidence base reports were included in this consultation. 

4.5 Contacting Statutory Consultees. The draft Plan and associated documents were 
shared with a list of statutory consultees as agreed with Stroud District Council and 
in accordance with the Neighbourhood Planning (General) Regulations 2012 as 
amended. A copy of the notification sent to statutory consultees, along with the list 
of contacts to which it was sent is available in Appendix A. 

4.6 Feedback. An online survey was prepared to capture local community feedback, 
and hard copies of the survey were made available. Statutory Consultees responded 
via letter to the Parish Clerk. 

4.7 Viewing the Documents. The draft Neighbourhood Plan and associated draft 
evidence base documents and feedback forms were available to view and download 
on the Brimscombe and Thrupp Parish Council website 
(https://www.brimscombeandthrupp-pc.gov.uk/ndp.html) during Regulation 14 
consultation. Hard copies of the Plan, as well as hard copy feedback forms, were 
also available on request, and were presented to view during drop-in sessions held 
at Brimscombe Mill on 22nd August and 1st September. 
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4.8 Publicity. As well as contacting statutory bodies as above, the Regulation 14 
consultation was publicised through a range of methods, as detailed below.  

4.8.1 Launch Event, Saturday 16th July at the Party on the Playing Field, a major village 
event attended by many local residents 

4.8.2 Posters advertising the consultation published on every notice board in the parish 

4.8.3 Notifications published on the Parish Web site 

4.8.4 Messages posted on local Facebook Groups 

4.8.5 Word of mouth as councillors met and talked with members of the parish 

 
Example Poster: 
 

 
 
Page from the Parish Council Website: 
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5  Regulation 14 Consultee Comments & Responses  

 
5.3 The Neighbourhood Plan received a total of 15 responses to the Regulation 14 

consultation from a mixture of statutory consultees and local stakeholders and from 
the local community.  

o Key points that emerged from the Regulation 14 consultation: 

5.3.1 Comments were generally supportive of the content of the Plan and in many cases 
added useful local detail, and constructive input for the final drafting of the Plan. 

5.3.2 Only 1 formal comment was received from the community via the online survey. 
People in the community who came along to events where the NDP material was 
on display were generally very supportive of the Plan. 

5.3.3 Local Green Space landowners / representatives responded on three of the sites. 

 
5.4 All comments were logged, along with any suggestions / proposals made by 

respondents. The responses were considered by the Steering Group, and where 
appropriate, amendments were made to the Plan. 

5.5 Below is a table setting out the main comments received and modifications made to 
the NDP as a result (red crossed out text will be deleted / new text indicated in 
blue). Full comments are in the appendix. 

 

Comments from Reg 14 Responses / Changes 

General: 
As is the nature of these plans, 
it is quite "wordy" so may not 
be accessible for all members 
of our community. Is there is a 
way of making it easier to 
read. 

The NDP has aimed to do so with easy to read 
explanations at the bottom of each policy.  

DRAFT POLICY CC1: 
Retrofitting Existing Buildings 
to Improve Energy Efficiency 
 
Consider an explanation in the 
supporting text of what 
constitutes “micro-
renewables” or change to 
“small scale domestic 
renewable”.  
Although the wording covers 
safeguarding historic assets, it 
perhaps needs tweaking for 
clarity and to emphasise the 
policies place within the 
development plan hierarchy 
and its relation to designated 
historic assets.  
 

ACTION - Update policy wording: 
 
The sensitive retrofitting of energy efficiency measures 
and the appropriate use of microrenewables small scale 
domestic renewables in existing buildings will be 
supported. This includes the retrofitting of historic and 
Listed Buildings, buildings of solid wall or traditional 
construction and buildings within the Conservation 
Area, whilst safeguarding the special characteristics of 
the individual heritage assets, and the wider area, for 
the future. Proposals that help to increase resilience to 
climate change and secure a sustainable future for 
buildings in the Conservation Areas, listed buildings, 
historic buildings or non-designated heritage assets, will 
be supported where they satisfactorily demonstrate 
how the special characteristics of the individual heritage 
assets are preserved and where possible better 
enhanced or revealed. 
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The supporting text will be updated: Small scale 
production of heat and/or electricity from a low carbon 
source is considered to include technology such as Solar, 
micro-wind, micro-hydro, heat pumps, biomass, and 
micro combined heat and power (micro-CHP). 
 

Policy CC2: Renewable or Low 
Carbon Energy Generation in 
Brimscombe and Thrupp 
 
I think this policy needs to 
suggest that the 3 criteria 
would be considered rather 
than that they must be 
fulfilled. As it stands the policy 
is in conflict with ES2 by 
prescribing more conditions. 
The term “demonstrable 
community scale benefit” 
would be better added as a 
4th criteria.  
The final paragraph is 
unnecessary as any proposals 
would need to be in align with 
adopted Local Plan policy 
anyway.  

This policy seeks to add local level detail to the district 
policy – it seeks only to demonstrate where support 
would be given.  
 
ACTION - Update policy wording: 
 
Proposals for renewable or low carbon energy schemes 
in Brimscombe and Thrupp that 
provide demonstrable community scale benefit will be 
supported where they: 
(a) provide demonstrable community scale benefit  
(b) are integrated so that the energy generated can be 
supplied directly or virtually to domestic, business and 
other buildings in the parish; and, 
(b) are fully or partly owned by Brimscombe and Thrupp 
residents and businesses. This can be demonstrated by 
evidence of the development being fully or partly 
owned through an appropriately constituted Community 
Energy Enterprise (CEE), whose members include 
Brimscombe and Thrupp residents and/or businesses. If 
the applicant has sought to deliver via this model but 
this has not been possible, a share offer would be 
accepted, providing there is evidence CEE delivery was 
not possible, and that Brimscombe and Thrupp residents 
are given priority; and, 
(c) are sensitively sited in response to ecology, 
landscape and heritage setting. 
Proposals for commercial renewable energy generation 
should ensure that adverse 
harmful impacts to the local landscape, environment 
and heritage are appropriately 
avoided or mitigated, and made acceptable. 
 

DRAFT POLICY CC3: 
Sustainable Transport 
 
Concerns raised by about 
impacts on the wider road 
network outside the NDP 
Parish. 
 

6 The supporting text to this policy will be updated to 
reflect concerns raised by Minchinhampton Parish 
Council. References will be added as proposed by 
GCC The policy will be updated. 

ACTION - Update policy wording: 
 
All developments must should be planned in line with 
the Sustainable Transport Hierarchy. 
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Stroud District Council 
suggested slight amendments 
and Gloucester County Council 
(GCC) requested that 
references were added to 
further support the section. 

Applications for major development must demonstrate 
through an effective Travel Plan how sustainable 
transport modes are maximised, both within the parish 
and to key destinations in the wider area, delivering safe 
and suitable options for all people. 
  
Development proposals, or projects along the A419 
corridor are expected to contribute positively to the 
implementation of an improved environment for 
pedestrians and cyclists along the A419 (London Road). 

DRAFT POLICY CC4 – Natural 
capital and Ecosystems Services 

 
Review wording. Paragraph 
7.30 of the supporting text 
gives a more clear impression 
of what is trying to be 
achieved with this policy and 
would probably serve as a 
good blue print to base a 
policy.  
 
 

ACTION - Update policy wording: 
 
All developments will set out how the proposal 
integrates positively into the natural environment, and 
has an overall positive impact on the ability of the 
natural environment to contribute a range of ecosystem 
services. 
  
Applications should demonstrate, where relevant how 
the proposal: 
 
a) Improves the area’s resilience to, and mitigation of, 
climate change, such as the need to manage and 
mitigate the increased risk of flooding; 
b) Adopts best practice in application of nature based 
Sustainable Urban Drainage Systems to deliver a whole 
surface water drainage system linked to the wider Green 
and Blue Infrastructure network (as indicated on figure 
9); 
c) Connects into and where appropriate extends the 
network of the Green Infrastructure of the parish 
(woodland / allotments / play areas etc) and Blue (River 
Frome / Canal); 
d) Increases the ability of the natural environment to 
store carbon through new planting or other means; 
e) Incorporates habitat features of value to wildlife 
within the development and building design, including 
those which meet the needs of local species (such as 
provision of nesting features for swifts, swallows, house 
sparrows, bats and hedgehog fences, and native 
pollinator-friendly planting in landscaping proposals); 
e) Supports the sustainable production of food; 
i) Reduces levels of pollution, especially along the 
London Road; and, 
j) Provides opportunities for access to the natural and 
cultural resources, such as the Stroudwater Canal, which 
contribute to the special qualities of Brimscombe and 
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Thrupp and improve opportunities for people’s health 
and wellbeing. 
 

Draft Policy LRD1: Locally 
Distinctive, High Quality 
Design  
 
Remove the last paragraph as 
this is implied by what WILL be 
supported  
 

ACTION - Update policy wording: 
 
In order to create high quality buildings and places that 
are beautiful and enduring, development proposals 
should respond positively and distinctively to the 
National Model Design Code and the Brimscombe and 
Thrupp Community Design Statement as appropriate to 
their scale, nature and location. In particular, 
development proposals should be designed in a way 
which takes account of their surroundings in their built 
form, height, materials, historic character and boundary 
treatments. 
 
Developments which feature innovative and/or modern 
designs will be supported where they respect their 
surroundings and complement the setting of other 
buildings in terms of their height, massing and use of 
materials. 
 
Proposals which do not result in the creation of high-
quality development or which unacceptably conflict with 
their surroundings will not be supported. 

The first 2 paragraphs of this 
policy needs to be re-written 
and simplified for clarity  
 

ACTION - Update policy wording: 
 
Any development proposal that is likely to affect any of 
the views which have been identified as being locally 
valued in this Plan, should through the planning 
application permission, assess the impact of their 
proposals on the view(s) and demonstrate how the 
proposal would alter it. 
 
Development proposals which would have a negative 
impact on identified Locally Valued Views will not be 
supported.  
 
Major development proposals should show how the 
development would appear from the viewpoints and 
others where appropriate. Proposals which have a 
significant adverse impact on any of these views, which 
cannot be mitigated, will not be supported. 
 
Development proposals are encouraged to create views 
towards heritage assets, or out to the wider landscape 
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from new public spaces within developments where 
possible. 

Draft Policy E2: Home Working 
 
 
Remove reference to 
requirement for planning 
permission 

 
 
Insofar as planning permission is required, p Proposals 
that increase opportunities for residents to work from 
home (such as a home office for remote working) 
and/or to work from within the parish will be supported. 
Where commercial space at residential properties is 
required, support will be given to 
proposals for small scale, proportionate residential 
extensions or modest conversions of 
existing buildings in the gardens of residential properties 
proposals should clearly 
demonstrate that the work area for its occupants: 
a. is ancillary to the primary residential use 
b. does not have an unacceptable impact on the 
amenities of residential properties in 
the immediate locality 
c. incorporates measures to mitigate the impact of 
traffic generation, noise and odours 
Insofar as planning permission is required m Measures 
which would improve internet efficiency will be 
supported. 

Policy CW1  
Separate out the Local Green 
Space into a separate policy 
 
Remove LGS 2 as the status of 
the land is (subject to final 
approval) designated as a 
public thoroughfare  
 
Bourne Orchard landowners 
object to the designation. The 
designation will however be 
progressed due to the space 
being considered to meet the 
tests of designation criteria by 
the community. 

ACTION - Update Figure 9 
The map will be updated to include the space(s) not 
being taken forward as LGS. 
 
ACTION - Update policy wording: 
 
Draft Policy CW1 - Green Spaces 
The Neighbourhood Plan proposes to designate Local 
Green Spaces in the locations shown 
on Figure 9 and listed below. 
 
Designated Local Green Spaces, as shown on figure 9 
and listed on below, will be protected from 
inappropriate development, particularly regarding the 
characteristics underpinning its designation, such as 
beauty, historic importance, recreational value, 
tranquillity or richness of wildlife. 
LGS 1. Thrupp Lane Allotments  
LGS2. Thrupp Lane - Gunhouse Lane Link  
LGS32. Yew Tree Playing fields  
LGS 4 3. Yew Tree Corner  
LGS 5 4. Fromeside Playing Fields  
LGS 6 5. Fromeside Wilde Area 
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LGS 7 6. Fromeside Riverside Path 
LGS 8 7. Stringer's Wood 
LGS 9 8. Bourne Orchards 
LGS 10 9.Charlea Community Gardens 
 

Policy CW2 
 
Note renumbering needed of 
subsequent policies in this 
section 
 

ACTION – Separate GBI elements of policy CW1 into a 
separate policy: 
 
Individual Green Spaces and the overall Green and Blue 
Infrastructure Network, as shown on Fire 9 should be 
protected and where possible enhanced. 
 
Proposals for new development should include well 
designed open outdoor space, and contribute to 
improving the overall network of green and blue spaces 
that contribute towards health and wellbeing of people, 
and the ecology of the natural environment. 
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Appendices 
 

A1   List of Consultees 
 
A2   Letter sent to Statutory Consultees 
 
A3   Letter Sent to Owners of Proposed Green Spaces 
 
A4   Responses from Consultees 
 
B1  Results of November 2021 Parish survey 
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A1 List of Consultees contacted by email and/or letter 
 
 

Gloucestershire Fire and Rescue Service 

Community Engagement Gloucestershire Constabulary  

Office of the Police and Crime Commissioner for Gloucestershire 

Gloucestershire County Council  

Minchinhampton Parish Council 

Rodborough Parish Council 

Bisley with Lypiatt Parish Council 

Chalford Parish Counci 

Stroud Town Council 

Stroud District Council  

Stroud District Council Asset Management 

Stroud District Council Tenant Services 

Stroud District Council Canal Project Manager 

Stroud District Council Conservation Officer (Heritage) 

Stroud District Council Biodiversity Officer 

Planning and Local Authority Liaison Department 
The Coal Authority 

Homes and Communities Agency 

Natural England 

Environment Agency  

Historic England 

Network Rail Infrastructure Limited 

Highways England 

Sharpness Port Authority  

The Marine Management Organisation 
Vodafone and O2 EMF Enquires 
EE 

02 (UK) Ltd (Telefonica UK Limited) 
Three 

Above Net Communication UK ltd 

AT&T Telecommunications 

BT Group Plc 

NHS England Bath, Gloucestershire, Swindon and Wiltshire Area Team 

Gloucestershire Primary Care Trus 

Director of Public Health for Gloucestershire 

NHS Gloucester 

Gloucestershire Health and Wellbeing Board 

Western Power 

Npower Centre 

Wales and West Utilities 

National Grid 

AMEC Environment & Infrastructure Limited 

British Gas Connections Ltd 

ES Pipelines Ltd 

SSE Pipelines Ltd 

The Gas Transport Company Ltd 

United Utilities Network Ltd 

Severn Trent Water 

Bristol Water Plc 
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Wessex Water 

Campaign for the Protection of Rural England 

Cotswold Conservation Board 

National Trust (Stroud Centre) 

Royal Society for the Protection of Birds 

Severn Wye Energy Agency 

Sport England 

Sustrans 

Gloucestershire Wildlife Trust 

Stroud Youth Council 

Cotswold Canals Trust 

Equally Ours 

The Nelson Trust 

Brimscombe and Thrupp Social Centre 

The Grace Network 

Confederation of British Industry South West 

Home Builders Federation 

National Housing Federation 

Federation of Small Businesses  

Road Haulage Association 

Gfirst Local Enterprise Partnership 

Stroud Chamber of Trade and Commerce 

Allsorts 

Disability Rights UK 

Carers Alliance Carers Gloucestershire 

Adult Carers United Carers Gloucestershire 

Gloucestershire Older Persons Association 

Gloucestershire Voices  

Stagecoach Group plc 

Royal Mail  
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A2 Letter sent to Statutory Consultees 
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A3  Letter sent to landowners of proposed Local Green Spaces 
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A3 Complete log of comments received from consultees 
 
Note: The Steering Group’s responses and agreed actions to update the NDP are 
noted in Section 7 of this document 
 

 
 
Rodborough Parish Council 
  
Rodborough Parish Council had a look at your NDP last week and although they 
didn’t have any comments to make on the consultation, they did ask me to pass on 
our congratulations on producing such a thorough and interesting document. We’d 
be grateful if you could pass this on to those who spent long hours working on the 
project. 
  
We hope it proves an effective tool. 
  
Best Wishes 
  
Joy Jackson 
Deputy Clerk to Rodborough Parish Council 
 
NDP Response: Not needed 
 

 
 
Minchinhampton Parish Council  
 
Hi Hannah, 
  
Many thanks for sending Minchinhampton Parish Council the link to Brimscombe 
and Thrupp’s draft Neighbourhood Development Plan. This has now been 
reviewed and MPC’s response is attached. 
  
If you have any comments or questions regarding this, please do let me know. 
  
Best wishes, 
  
Claire 
Deputy Clerk 
 
See separate PDF document 
 
NDP Response: We are very sympathetic to MPC’s concerns regarding traffic and 
will the incorporate the need to consider impact on neighbouring areas for any 
proposal affecting A419 traffic flows. Our vision is that active travel provision in the 
parish will enhance traffic safety through segregation. We would like to reduce 



Brimscombe and Thrupp Neighbourhood Development Plan | Consultation Statement 

overall traffic volume and speed on the A419, but would not seek to do so at the 
detriment of traffic across the common. We would strongly support measures to 
further reduce volumes and speeds across the common. Supporting text to the 
policy will be amended to reflect this. 
 
 

 
 
Stroud District Council 
 
Dear Hannah, 
  
Please find attached the Regulation 14 Consultation comments. 
  
Kind regards, 
  
Simon Maher 
Senior Neighbourhood Planning Officer 
Stroud District Council 
 
See separate PDF document 
 
NDP Responses: Following discussion with the link officer, changes to the Plan will 
be made in response to the constructive comments from the District Council. 
 
 

 
 
Gloucestershire County Council 
 
Dear Ms Warren 
  
Thank you for consulting Gloucestershire County Council (GCC) on this matter.  I 
have the following officer comments to make.  
  
Ecology Comments 
  
We assume the draft Neighbourhood Development Plan (NDP) has been screened 
and it has been determined there is no need for a Strategic Environmental 
Assessment (SEA) or Habitats Regulations Assessment (HRA) to be completed. The 
district council and Natural England should be able to give a definitive view on 
these matters if not already. 
  
The main biodiversity constraints and opportunities have been identified (Figures 
4, 5 & 6) and taken into account in formulating the NDP.  Gloucestershire Centre 
for Environmental Records (GCER) has been contacted and data on the Natural 
Capital website has been reviewed. 
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The vision, objectives and resulting policies of the plan give support for the 
conservation and enhancement of local biodiversity although the emphasis is often 
from a Natural Capital or Climate Change perspective. Green space, landscape 
character, ecological networks (wildlife corridors) and SuDS are being valued. 
  
To avoid the alternative meaning of view as ‘an opinion’ rather than that of a 
‘visual viewpoint’ then for the benefit of the casual reader Draft Policy LRD2 should 
be clarified. We suggest edited wording such as: 
  
“Draft Policy LRD2: Locally Valued Visual Viewpoints 
  
Any development proposal that is likely to affect any of the visual viewpoints 
which have been identified as being locally valued in this Plan, should through the 
planning application permission, assess the impact of their proposals on the 
viewpoint(s) and demonstrate how the proposal would alter it. 
  
Major development proposals show the development from these viewpoints, and 
others where appropriate. Proposals which have a significant adverse impact on 
any of these viewpoints, which cannot be mitigated, will not be supported. 
  
Development proposals are encouraged to create viewpoints towards heritage 
assets, or out to the wider landscape from new public spaces within developments 
where possible.” 
  
Similarly figure 8 could perhaps be labelled “Locally Valued Visual Viewpoints” 
 
NDP Response: Thankyou for the suggestion, however at this stage we’d prefer to 
keep the description as views which have been identified as being locally valued 
through local consultation and using a methodology to ensure a consistent 
approach. 
  
 
Library Comments. 
  
Draft Policy CW3: Support and Additional Comment: GCC (‘the Library Authority’) 
operates the libraries that would attract new users from new development in the 
Parish. New users will place additional pressure on these library services, and this 
in turn could require mitigation via planning obligations, proportionate to the scale 
of growth proposed.  
  
Given this, the Library Authority welcomes the references in draft Policy CW3 to 
the need for community facilities ‘to be provided in tandem with population 
growth’ and that ‘additional provision will be sought to meet any identified 
shortfall’.  The Library Authority suggests that the wording of the policy and/or the 
supporting text is amended to make it clear that ‘local’ provision of community 
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facilities impacted by new development can also include facilities outside the 
Neighbourhood Plan Area, such as libraries. 
 
NDP Response: happy to include reference to impact on facilities outside NDP area, 
but not to single out libraries  
  
Transport Planning Comments 
  
This NDP is very thoughtful and comprehensive. It gives careful consideration to 
multi modal transport issues affecting Brimscombe & Thrupp. 
  
The strategic transport team would only add that it may be helpful to refer to both 
the adopted Local Transport Plan 2020-2041 
(LTP) https://www.gloucestershire.gov.uk/transport/gloucestershires-local-
transport-plan-2020-2041/ and the Stroud Walking and Cycling Investment Plan 
(Stroud CWIP) where they apply to this area of the County. 
  
The LTP ‘Link and Place Spectrum within the LTP helps to contextualise areas of the 
county in terms of transport, service and access provision and potential provision. 
The Stroud LCWIP 
see https://www.gloucestershire.gov.uk/media/2115398/stroud-lcwip-final-
draft.pdf is also highly relevant to Brimscombe and Thrupp. 
 
NDP Response: Happy to include references 
  
Archaeology Comments 
  
No comments 
  
If you would like to discuss any of the points raised above, please do not hesitate 
to contact me. 
 
 

 
 
Gloucestershire County Council Minerals and Waste planning 
 
Please see attached GCC M&W policy comments concerning: Draft Brimscombe & 
Thrupp Neighbourhood Development Plan Consultation 
                                                                                                            
If you have any further queries please do not hesitate to contact us again 
at: m&wplans@gloucestershire.gov.uk 
  
Kind regards, 
Robin Drake 
 
 

https://www.gloucestershire.gov.uk/transport/gloucestershires-local-transport-plan-2020-2041/
https://www.gloucestershire.gov.uk/transport/gloucestershires-local-transport-plan-2020-2041/
https://www.gloucestershire.gov.uk/media/2115398/stroud-lcwip-final-draft.pdf
https://www.gloucestershire.gov.uk/media/2115398/stroud-lcwip-final-draft.pdf
about:blank
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NDP Response: No action needed 
 
 

 
 
Historic England 
 
Dear Hannah Warren 
  
Thank you for your Regulation 14 consultation on the emerging Brimscombe and 
Thrupp Neighbourhood Plan. 
  
There are no specific issues upon which we wish to comment. 
  
We note and applaud generally the value placed by your community on its 
distinctive historic environment and the regime of polices the Plan contains to 
promote, protect and enhance them. 
  
Our congratulations to your community on its progress to date, and we wish it well 
in the making of its Plan. 
  
Kind regards 
  
David 
  
David Stuart | Historic Places Adviser 
  
 
NDP Response: No action needed 
 

 
 
Environment Agency 
 
Dear Hannah 
  
Thank you for consulting us on the Regulation 14 consultation of the Brimscombe 
and Thrupp Neighbourhood Development Plan (NDP). 
  
We do not offer detailed bespoke advice on policy but advise you ensure 
conformity with the Stroud Local Plan and refer to guidance and information 
within our proforma guidance, a copy of which is attached. 
  
Whilst we do not make detailed bespoke advice, one comment we would make is 
that it is clear that climate change is very prominent in the NDP and we support 
this along with the proposals for retrofitting the existing building stock. 
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Kind regards, 
Ruth. 
  
NB/ Local plan in separate word document 
 
NDP Response: No action Needed 
 

 
 
Natural England 
 
Planning Ref:  Brimscombe & Thrupp Development Neighbourhood Plan – 
Regulation 14 
Our Ref:           402907 
  
 Dear Ms Warren 
  
Thank you for your consultation request regarding the REG 14 for the Brimscombe 
& Thrupp Development Neighbourhood Plan. 
  
Please find attached a copy of your consultation letter and Natural England’s 
response to this request. 
  
Regards 
  
Sharon Jenkins 
Operations Delivery 
Consultation Team 
 
See separate PDF document 
 
NDP Response: No Action 
 
 

 
 
National Highways 
 
Dear Sir/Madam, 
 
NOTICE OF REGULATION 14 CONSULTATION ON THE BRIMSCOMBE & THRUPP 
NEIGHBOURHOOD DEVELOPMENT PLAN 
 
Thank you for consulting National Highways on the Notice of regulation 14 
consultation on the Brimscombe & Thrupp neighbourhood development plan. As 
you are aware, we are responsible for operating, maintaining and improving the 
strategic road network (SRN) which in the Stroud district area comprises the M5 
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motorway including Junctions 12 and 13. If adopted, the policies set within the 
Neighbourhood Plan will provide guidance to residents and Brimscombe & Thrupp 
Parish Council to make informed decisions. 
 
Having reviewed the available documents, I can confirm that National Highways 
have no specific comments in regards to the draft Neighbourhood Plan. 
 
I trust the above is clear, but please do not hesitate to contact me if I can be of any 
further assistance, 
 
Kindest regards, 
 
Westley 
  
  
Westley Little 
Planning Manager, Highways Development Management | South West 
Operations 
 
 
NDP Response: No action but note that National Highways have no objection 
 
 

 
 
Severn Trent  
 
ST Classification: OFFICIAL PERSONAL 
 
Dear Sir/Madam, 
  
Thank you for the opportunity to comment on your Neighbourhood Plan 
consultation. Please see our response attached. 
  
Best Wishes, 
  
 
See separate PDF document 
 
NDP Response: Update Plan as necessary and appropriate 
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Coal Authority 
 
Dear Hannah 
  
Thank you for your notification below regarding the Regulation 14 Consultation on 
the Brimscombe & Thrupp Neighbourhood Development Plan Consultation. 
  
The Coal Authority is only a statutory consultee for coalfield Local Authorities. As 
you are aware, Stroud District Council lies outside the coalfield, therefore there is 
no requirement for you to consult us and / or notify us of any emerging 
neighbourhood plans. 
  
This email can be used as evidence for the legal and procedural consultation 
requirements at examination, if necessary. 
  
Kind regards 
  
Deb Roberts    
 
NDP Response: No Action 
 

 
 
Response on behalf of Landowner of the land identified as LGS9 
 
Dear Sir / Madam 
  
Please find attached a representation in response to the Brimscombe & Thrupp 
Neighbourhood Development Plan in respect of Land identified as LGS9. 
  
The representation is made on behalf of the Landowner. 
  
I would be grateful if you could confirm safe receipt of the representation. 
  
Many thanks and Kind regards 
Kat 
  
Kat Burdett 
Planning Manager 
 
 
See separate PDF document 
 
NDP Response: The objections are invalid because it is of community value, wasn’t 
designated for development and is an important green space. The public do have 
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access to the land as there is a Public Right Of Way running across it. The planning 
application was refused at the DCC meeting on 15th November 2022 
 
Charlea Community Gardens 
 
Dear Hannah, 
Thank you for your letter, dated 16 July 2022, re the Neighbourhood Development 
Plan. 
The Directors of Charlea have no issues with Charlea land being identified as a 
green space. 
  
Please note the following comments though: 

1.       On page 73 the report should read Charlea not Charles 
2.       Please can you add to the report that Charlea has been recognised by 

GCC as a Village Green and cannot therefore be developed on under 
current legislation. 

  
With regards to LGS9 Bourne Orchard we would make the following comments: 

1.       The western part of the Orchard benefits from planning permission for 
play space use under the reference 2742/B which is dated March 1973.  

2.       Further evidence on the planning status of the Orchard can be found in 
an OS extract dated 1985 which clearly shows the western part of the site 
as a “play area”.  

3.       The Orchard is assessed in the Stroud District Council’s Strategic Housing 
Land Availability Assessment, under reference BRI014 as public open space. 

4.       There is a current planning application on the Orchard reference 
S.21/1240/ful (decision due before Christmas we understand). 

5.       There is no play equipment in the Orchard the PCC removed this some 
years ago. 

  
If we can be of any further assistance please contact us. 
  
With kind regards 
For and on behalf of 
Charlea Community Gardens C.I.C. 
  
Charles Bignell  
Director 
  
 
NDP Response: Update Plan as necessary. 
 
 

 
 
● Mr & Ms Bingle landowners 
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Submitted by post  
See two separate jpeg files for photos of letter and map 
 
NDP Response: Now that the status of the land is (subject to final approval) 
designated as a public thoroughfare our interest in the recreational value of the 
land being protected is fulfilled so we are happy that this area is withdrawn as a 
LGS 
 
 

 
 
Sarah Dalby – Community Member 
 
Support for all the draft policies was registered on the survey. Specific comments 
are below: 
 
The plan is good and has lots of important proposals in it. I am particularly pleased 
to see the green spaces will be protected. It is important to keep development to 
the brown sites we have. I can see that a lot of work has been put into the plan, 
thank you. 
 
As is the nature of these plans, it is quite "wordy" so may not be accessible for all 
members of our community. Is there is a way of making it easier to read. 
 
the Comment on DRAFT Policy CC3: Safe crossings are important along the A419 
and have been requested by residents for a long time. 
 
Comment on DRAFT Policy LRD3: this is particularly important for the Port 
development which has been somewhat lacking in consultation so far. 
 
Comment on DRAFT Policy CW3: there needs to be some discussion about what we 
need as community space and how it will be used. who will manage it ? 
 
NDP Response: Comment noted with thanks 
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Appendix B: Parish Survey November 2021 Results 

 
7 Parish Survey Results 

 
7.3 104 results were received from respondents to the survey, representing just over 

13% of the households in Brimscombe and Thrupp. Graphs and a representative 
selection of comments are included here. The full results are available at 
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1W7AYwO4cZUeECPPa6iRs70DSM-
4UTV93h5QVAn3R5YI/viewanalytics 

7.4 Strong support was in evidence for increased use of locally generated renewable 

energy. 
 

7.5 Support was less strong for wind and solar projects on the high ground above the 
parish 
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7.6 There was strong support for micro-hydro projects 
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7.7 There was strong support for extensive use of solar panels on the roofs of buildings 
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7.8 Very strong support for encouraging owners of older buildings to improve their 
energy efficiency 
 

 
 

7.9 Additional comments received about renewable energy 
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7.10 Support for climate-friendly transport solutions was widespread and strong, but 
tempered with a common set of concerns, chiefly the state of paths and cycleways, 
and the safety aspects of the A419, especially in terms of traffic speeds and lack of 
controlled crossing points 
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7.11 Support for electric bikes was strong but concerns about cost were commonly 
expressed. 
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7.12 Support for public transport like buses and trains was strong in principle but 
tempered with concerns about cost, quality and availability of service. 
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7.13 There was very strong support for increased use of electric cars, but the cost of 
purchase was frequently mentioned as an obstacle. 
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7.14 There was comparatively little support for a car-share club, the comments mainly 
focused on practicality and applicability for personal needs – although they did 
recognise the advantages in principle. 
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7.15 There was a great deal of concern expressed about the danger from traffic, 

especially on the A419 and to a lesser extent along Thrupp Lane. 
 

 
 
The comments showed widespread support for a reduction in speed limit to 30mph 
on the A419, and a need for more safe crossing points. The junction of the 
Toadsmoor Road with the A419 was also mentioned as being problematic. More 
widely, the general failure of car drivers to obey speed limits and drive carefully was 
often expressed. 
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7.16 Preservation of the local character and design was widely seen as being very 
important, with many places in the parish specifically mentioned. Protecting the 
views of the hills and high ground was seen as especially significant. 
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7.17 Opinions about the local landmarks and features focused on 3 areas: restoring the 
canal & port, preserving and using local mills and other listed/significant buildings, 
and maintaining the industrial/heterogeneous nature of the valley. 
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7.18 Improving the Quality of the Natural Environment produced many (c. 66) 
comments, mainly around 

● Detecting, reducing and eliminating pollution  
● Preserving and extending existing areas that are rich in wildlife and biodiversity 
● Provision of leisure and play spaces 
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7.19 The importance of protecting all our existing green spaces was widely recognised, 
with 41 comments given in responses. 
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7.20 Responses (61 of them) about the lack of sufficient open/green spaces were very 
heavily centered on two issues: 

● The need for more allotments 
● The need for more/better play areas for children 
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7.21 Footpaths around the parish were generally felt to be adequate, but there were 
several comments about the need to ensure they were properly maintained and 
protected. 
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7.22 Protecting and Supporting the local economy, especially the social enterprises like 
The Long Table and Kid’s Stuff, was seen as very important. 
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7.23 The majority of respondents work locally, either from home, in the parish, or in the 
5 valleys (c.56%) 
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7.24 Requirements for better public transport provision were reasonable evenly spread 
around local destinations, but with a notable peak around transport to Bristol. 
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7.25 Responses regarding use of community facilities were slightly contradictory. Very 
few respondents seemed to actually use the schools, for example. Perhaps this 
reflects the demographic of the parish. Further analysis of the data may be 
required.  
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7.26 Very strong support for a community composting scheme was expressed. 
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7.27 Brimscombe Port Development attracted a range of ideas and suggestions. The 
concept of a community hub building was popular, with varied ideas about its 
potential use. Some concerns were expressed about cost and viability. The loss of 
youth-oriented facilities like Indoor Football and Rush Skatepark was felt quite 
widely, with associated concerns regarding potential increase in anti-social 
behaviour. 
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7.28 Overall suggestions for the parish were many and varied, but exhibited the 
expected common themes of preservation/restoration of the natural environment, 
availability of truly affordable housing, provision of workplaces, and facilities for 
young people. 
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