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COMMUNITY GOVERNANCE REVIEW OF THE STROUD DISTRICT  

PHASE 1 CONSULTATION SURVEY 

Response from Eastington Parish Council (1st November 2018) 

EPC would like to explore the following options: 

Increase the number of parish councillors to 10 or 11 

EPC has been at 9 councillors for a number of years whilst the parish has continued to grow and has a number 

of strategic allocations within its parish boundaries which will further increase the size of the parish in the near 

future.  One or two extra councillors will help to share the workload of managing additional facilities and 

services.  Our preference would be for 2 additional councillors to keep council at an uneven number which 

helps with voting on decisions. 

Amend the parish boundary: 

EPC would like the parish boundary at Oldends Industrial Site to be amended so that the boundary follows the 

Oldbury Brook watercourse; this means that the entire industrial site would then be within the Stonehouse 

parish (blue line on map is current boundary, highlighted yellow is proposed amendment). 
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Options for boundary amendments at Great Oldbury (land West of Stonehouse) 

EPC recognise that the development Great Oldbury is going to significantly change the character and identity 

of Eastington parish and have considered various options of amending the boundary with Stonehouse.  

However, EPC has not had enough time to carry out a survey with residents to be sure of local opinion so we 

put forward all 4 options considered with reasons for consideration.  Should any of the following options 1-3 

be taken forward by Stroud DC, EPC would expect a comprehensive consultation with Eastington residents to 

take place. 

1. Great Oldbury absorbed entirely by Stonehouse excluding the hamlets of Westend, Nastend, Nupend. 

We understand that Stonehouse TC considers Great Oldbury to be an extension of Stonehouse and wish to 

manage that area as such.  The increased housing would bolster Stonehouse town centre and the council 

already has the number of councillors and staff in place to manage the large increase in population and 

facilities whereas Eastington PC would need to employ additional staff and establish a permanent parish office. 

Eastington PC would wish to retain the rural hamlets within the boundary of Eastington parish as those 

hamlets have a historic identity within Eastington (unless residents there requested to join Stonehouse parish).  

The numbers of housing / residents within Eastington would remain the same as currently, as only new (as yet 

unoccupied) properties at Great Oldbury would move to be within Stonehouse.   When any proposed changes 

take effect in May 2020, there would be approximately 300 properties moving across to Stonehouse parish.  

The new homes at the Westend side of the Great Oldbury development may have formed community 

connections with Eastington parish and these would remain despite a boundary change. Apart from the main 

access road off Grove Lane, there are no roads connecting Great Oldbury to the hamlets of Westend, Nastend 

and Nupend.  There is a landscaping buffer around Great Oldbury that would be ideal as a boundary.  We 

would envision the perimeter of the Great Oldbury development would form most of the new parish 

boundary, the red line on the map below is intended to be indicative only of a possible new boundary: 
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2. Great Oldbury becomes a new parish 

In May 2020, Great Oldbury will have exceeded the minimum required for a new parish council (150 electors).  

Upon completion, Great Oldbury will have 1350 properties with its own community hall, local shops and 

primary school.  The development is separated from Stonehouse by a railway line with only one access road 

into Stonehouse town; the residents at Great Oldbury may feel isolated from the Council at Stonehouse and it 

may be desirable for Great Oldbury to govern the area themselves and form a parish council.  In that situation, 

EPC would wish to retain the rural hamlets of Westend, Nastend and Nupend within Eastington parish (unless 

residents there requested to join Great Oldbury); there are no roads connecting the rural hamlets with the 

development.  EPC would envision the boundary to match that as indicated in Option 1 above. 

3. Share Great Oldbury between Stonehouse / Eastington with boundary along the bridleway 

Great Oldbury is being developed from either side with the first houses currently under construction at the 

Westend side of the site; a parcel of land at Stonehouse side of the site is due to be constructed next based on 

the planning consents currently in place.  During construction, the households next to Westend and Nupend 

are likely to feel a community connection to Eastington, and households at Stonehouse end will naturally feel a 

connection to Stonehouse.  The property styles at Westend/Nupend side will reflect a more village style, whilst 

the Stonehouse side will reflect a town style.  There is a natural boundary through Great Oldbury with a 

bridleway that runs alongside what will be public open space.  The proposed boundary is possibly a more 

straight-forward line than allocating the whole of Great Oldbury to Stonehouse.  The community cohesion of 

Great Oldbury would not necessarily be affected by a parish boundary through the site, for example Coopers 

Edge as a new development on the edge of Gloucester formed its own strong community despite the 

boundaries of three parish councils through the development.  The possible new boundary is shown on a red 

line on the map below and is intended to be indicative only. 
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4. No change and let the residents of Great Oldbury decide in the future 

In May 2020, when any changes from the community governance review take effect there is likely to be only 

around 300 households occupied at Great Oldbury.  In five more years there will be around 900 homes 

occupied, Eastington Parish Council will need additional councillors to manage the doubling size of the parish 

and the community at Great Oldbury may desire to vote for a Parish Ward or new council.  With other SDC 

strategic allocations under development in the next five years it is likely other areas will be in the same 

position.  In this situation we would suggest another community governance review is undertaken in 5 years 

time. 


