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Visit our Facebook page: Stroud Youth Voice 

Visit our new Website: www.stroudyouthvoice.co.uk  

Stroud District Youth Council (SDYC) and our nine locality based 

youth forum groups strive to represent the views of young people 

in the district; enabling them to collectively use their right to have 

a voice and be heard on relevant issues of concern. Subse-

quently they engage with decision-makers to influence change 

and help make a positive contribution to improving the lives of 

people and communities in which they represent. 

  

Left out from our summer edition, was a feature 

on the efforts of SDYC members regarding the 

celebration of National Democracy Week, 

which culminated in a Garden Party at the Mu-

seum in the Park, Stroud. Coordinated by 

Stroud District Councils Elections Team, the 

event celebrated 90 years since the Equal 

Franchise Right Act 1928 gave equal voting 

rights to women and men. SDYC members ran 

the EqualiTeas activity in the walled garden of 

the Museum, which enabled participants to 

take part in the board game style activity. An 

informative and fun experience highlighted the 

many facts about how the aforementioned 

act of parliament came about with very signifi-

cant historic events taking place. They also 

joined local characters in a flash back to 1928! 

SDYC members support National Democracy Week 

Top Right: SDYC Local Democracy Group, prepare for the Equali-

Teas Workshop 

Right: SDYC members gathering with ‘local characters’ at the 

Garden Party. 

SDYC help refresh Future in Mind  

SDYC members continued their long association with the NHS Gloucestershire 

Clinical Commissioning Group (GCCG), when they helped refresh the plan 

for improving services for mental health and emotional wellbeing. Similar to 

when the GCCG brought youth voice groups together two years ago to co-

design the dedicated website: www.onyourmindglos.nhs.uk a similar ap-

proach in early Autumn enabled young people across the county to review 

products and services and suggest changes to what they commission.  



Youth Voice Training Day 

The latest bespoke youth voice training event was 

held at Stroud Fire Station and was attended by 

new youth voice representatives from a number of 

local youth forum groups. Young people enjoyed 

the dynamic learning programme designed by SDC 

youth workers, and were equally pleased to meet 

others in similar roles from across the district. The vol-

untary role involves young people being part of 

their local youth forum group, which seeks to have 

a voice in local decision making on issues that af-

fect young people and subsequently help develop 

changes in their community. Such training events 

enable the representatives to meet new people, 

make friends whilst learning new skills such as lead-

ership, team work and social skills. This event also 

featured a discussion panel, with Stroud District Cllrs 

Mattie Ross and Miranda Clifton, joining local Bike 

Project leader and environmental champion (and 

former SDYC Chairperson) Robin Ellis-Cockcroft. 

They all gave their views and opinions on a wide 

range of topics and subjects decided upon by the 

youth voice representatives – a big thank you to 

them for helping make this a hugely successful. 

Stroud Youth Voice Representatives visit Gloucestershire Police HQ Open Day 

In September, 12 young people visited the Police HQ Open Day in Waterwells to learn more about 

Gloucestershire Constabulary. The day was full of activities, stands and displays. The representatives 

got up close to Police horses, experienced a Police dog demonstration, a riot display and a tour 

around custody cells. They also competed in the fitness bleep test, tried on drunk goggles, learnt 

about forensics and much more. 

Have a Say: We are always looking to hear from young people about what they think and feel about the 

things important to them. To Have a  Say, visit www.stroudyouthvoice.co.uk   

Get Involved: We are always looking to welcome young people to our local youth forum groups who want to 

help make a difference in their community. To Get Involved, visit www.stroudyouthvoice.co.uk   

Top: new youth voice representatives discussing issues of con-

cern and learning about their role during their initial training day 

at Stroud Fire Station. 

 

Bottom: Discussion Panel taking questions from youth voice repre-

sentatives at the event. 

Left: Stroud Youth 

Voice Reps’ do-

ing  fitness test. 

Middle: Meeting 

Police Horses. 

Right: SDC Youth 

Workers, Rachael 

and Jemma with 

Rose, youth 

voice rep’ from 

Hardwicke.  



Hardwicke Youth Forum 

Near the end of their summer holiday break Hard-

wicke Youth Forum did a day of research, visiting 

some of the different youth centre provisions across 

the district.  The Hardwicke community has not had 

any open access youth provision for over a year and 

the group wanted to see what other youth centres 

around the district offer. During the day members vis-

ited venues in Berkeley, Wotton-under-Edge, Nails-

worth, Dursley and Cam. Lunch time in Nailsworth en-

abled the group to introduce their collective favour-

ite film to youth workers Jemma and Steve, courte-

ously of their dedicated youth centre: some group 

members think Les Miserables is a great film! The 

youth forum group have now presented their findings 

to Hardwicke Parish Council who welcomed their 

comprehensive approach to improving their com-

munity.  A community consultation led by the group 

will now follow, to seek what young people want and 

need in Hardwicke by way of open access provision. 

The group have recently voted in their representa-

tives to the Stroud District Youth Council and attend-

ed their first SDYC Main Meeting. 

Nailsworth and Minchinhampton  

Youth Forum  

Nailsworth and Minchinhampton Youth Forum 

have had a very busy few of months. After the 

success of the rounder's and BBQ event in the 

summer holidays the forum have been involved 

in a number of community projects. 

Working with Nailsworth Town Council and the 

project team, consultation on the Miles Marling 

recreation field development, featured the forum 

helping out at the various consultation events. 

The group also ran two of their own with Nails-

worth Youth Club. Two forum members were also 

elected to sit on the Friends of Miles Marling pan-

el to help make the final decision on what the re-

developed field should look like: a great example 

of young peoples true active participation. Youth 

forum members completed their training for the 

local water refill scheme. This will help boost the 

community action work, with the hope of signing 

up local businesses to the water bottle refill 

scheme. One project very personal to the group 

has been the designing of their group logo. Work-

ing with a graphic designer who has also helped 

with other youth forum group logos, members 

have recently    settled on the bespoke design. 

The group have also elected two new represent-

atives to Stroud District Youth Council; congratu-

lations to Billy and Hope, who’ll now team up with 

Issy on 

SDYC!  

 

 

 

 

 
 

Above: Youth Forum Members with Town Clerk, Katherine Kearns at 

a Miles Marling  Consultation Event. 

Berkeley Vale Youth Forum 

Berkeley Vale Youth Forum group have re-emerged 

and are now well and truly active in the community. 

Current members have been very busy in their first 

few months, particularly with meeting Berkeley Town 

Council and giving active support for the local Jen-

ner Museum campaign. A meeting with Town Clerk, 

Debbie Spiers enabled a number of questions to be 

answered about 

the Council and its 

work - with attend-

ance at one of 

their meetings, this 

interaction has en-

abled the group to 

build strong links 

with the Council ahead of developing future com-

munity projects.  In their quest to become a recog-

nised voice for young people in the locality, mem-

bers have also  met PCSO Mike Treble. Mike attend-

ed a similar question and answer session at one of 

their meetings which focused on community safety 

matters. The group at-

tended a fundraising 

event at Jenner Muse-

um with support from 

members of Cam and 

Dursley Youth Forum.  

Above: Members with PCSO Mike 

Treble. Right: Members at Jenner 

Museum 

Above: Hardwicke Youth Forum members during their research day  



Cam and Dursley Youth Forum  

The group are developing really well. Every member 

has completed youth voice training; either through a 

deep learning day experience (designed and deliv-

ered by the SDC Youth Work Team) for Rednock 

School, or by attending our bespoke training pro-

gramme in the half term break.  During autumn the 

group had conversations about various project ideas. 

They met with the PCSO Mark Lifton and asked him 

questions about road safety and general crime and 

anti-social behaviour in the community. They also met 

Dursley Town Clerk, John Kay to learn more about the 

work of the Town Council and the projects they are 

leading to improve the community. 

The group also went on a ‘magical mystery tour’ with 

Neighbourhood Warden Andy Beamish. Members 

were shown some of the  local issues that he has to 

deal with; they were asked for their opinions on deal-

ing with such matters, with interesting results! 

The group have also voted on their remaining repre-

sentatives to Stroud District Youth Council; Maxi will join 

Tom as a voting member, with their deputies  being 

Conner and Ellie. Congratulations to all! 

Top and Left: Members with Neighbourhood Warden, Andy Beamish on their 

‘mystery tour’. 

Stonehouse Action 4 Youth  

We have a new group of young people that 

have joined together to re-emerge as 

Stonehouse Action 4 Youth. They are operating 

as the local youth forum group for the locality, 

similar to others in the district. Recruitment came 

from the SDC Youth Work Team’s promotional 

work in Maidenhill School and by spending time 

at the Pod Youth centre in Stonehouse.  Young 

people involved have been keen to express a 

wide range of issues affecting them and their 

peers. Subsequently the team are looking for-

ward to building trust with the group and further-

ing their knowledge about issues of concern in 

the community.  The 

groups active involve-

ment around Christ-

mas and early 2019 

will feature in the next 

edition.  

Stroud Town and Five Valleys 

Youth Forum 

Members from the Stroud Town and Five Valleys 

Youth Forum group have followed up their efforts in 

the summer to help improve local facilities for young 

people. Throughout autumn they have held discus-

sions with a number of organisations to explore issues 

and projects, such as: the local water refill scheme; 

a visit to the Stroud food bank; and, reducing the 

use of plastic.  More recent work has seen them 

meet staff of Stroud Town Council to give their views 

on initial plans to refurbish Park Gardens in the town. 

This, together with hearing about the Councils plans 

to develop the Sub-

scription Rooms 

once it becomes a 

Town Council run 

facility, means the 

group will be looking 

to have a say in this 

exciting project over 

the next few years. 
 

Above Right: Members work-

ing on project planning  

Right: Members and youth 

work officer, Rachael  at 

Stroud Food Bank. 

 

Stroud High School Student Voice 

With the SDC Youth Work Team looking to help 

schools improve their student voice, 60 students from 

Stroud High School experienced a bespoke training 

day. Exploring their role as the student voice, the pro-

gramme included interactive workshop style activi-

ties, including how to engage with and consult their 

peers and making changes. 



Stroud District Youth Council News 

A Better Gloucestershire for Young People 

The Office of the Police and Crime Commissioner (OPCC) hosted SDYC’s October Main 

Meeting at the Police Headquarters in Waterwells and presented a proposal to mem-

bers to create a better Gloucestershire for young people. Subsequently, SDYC held a 

special workshop a few weeks later and became the first youth led group/organisation 

to be consulted. The proposal has evolved over the last nine months with a wide range 

of organisations pledging their support, including that from Stroud District Council. A 

cross sector strategic steering group has been created by the 

OPCC and is being chaired by Dame Janet Trotter – SDYC’s re-

sponse to their initial consultation, included the following matters 

which they said should be resolved: public transport; employment; 

feeling safe and anti-social behaviour; homelessness; the lack of 

affordable housing for younger people; health services, including 

mental health; stigma and stereotyping of young people; a lack of 

things to do; and a lack of a youth voice vehicle in other parts of 

the county (than Stroud district). During the presentation on their 

feedback to the steering group, SDYC representatives offered their 

support to the project and wish to be further actively involved in the 

Stroud Youth Voice.... 
Youth Work staff have been working hard to re-

furbish and re-energise our social media presence 

and further develop our website. 
 

Please check out and follow us on our  

Stroud Youth Voice Facebook page:  
 

www.facebook.com/stroudyouthvoice  
 

And check out the website: 

www.stroudyouthvoice.co.uk  
 

LIKE, FOLLOW and SHARE ! 

Young Peoples Health and Wellbeing 

SDYC’s dedicated Health Focus Group have  

been working with Public Health Gloucestershire’s 

School Nursing Team to help improve their ser-

vices. Following previous engagement and ad-

vice given to the team by SDYC, the group were 

consulted on how the new school nursing 

webpage should look for the new service. Work 

on the youth friendly GP surgery initiative is devel-

oping well and the initial draft is set to be present-

ed to the local GP Forum over the winter - this is 

an exciting piece of work which is also backed by 

the NHS Gloucestershire Clinical Commissioning 

Group.  

Young People and Local Democracy 

SDYC’s dedicated Local Democracy Focus 

Group have followed up on the summer activi-

ties with SDC’s Elections Team and have draft-

ed a plan to help increase the number of 

young people who are registering to vote – this 

project will develop more over the coming 

months.  

The SDYC Leadership Team will also look to 

meet with local MP’s and SDC political group 

leaders in the winter and spring to discuss the 

various issue based projects, initiatives and 

campaigns. 

Anti-Bullying Project: The issue of bullying amongst young people is nothing new, but this year 

SDYC agreed to look into the matter having heard from many young people across the district who 

have experienced the behaviour of such perpetrators. Whilst school environments tend to be men-

tioned in such conversations, bullying in local communities and at home are not uncommon. To as-

certain the extent of the issue, SDYC are looking to consult young people direct. They will also be re-

searching what interventions have been undertaken in the past; considering what’s worked and 

what’s not worked. 

SDYC remembers Srebrenica 

Novembers main meeting welcomed Dr Louisa Livesey, Co-

Chair of the south west board for the charity Remembering 

Srebrenica. Members received a very informative overview 

of the events that occurred in Bosnia and Herzegovina in 

1995, that led to the genocide of over 8000 people. Louisa 

gave an insight into the work of the charity - named after a 

small town in Bosnia. Members were able to reflect on the 

courage of survivors and those effected by the atrocities. 

They subsequently discussed how they could advocate the 

importance of tackling hate crime locally, including raising 

the profile of the charity in schools. 


