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About SDC News 

 
SDC News is delivered to every household in the district to 
provide information on the services available from Stroud 
District Council. 
 
We hope that it will keep you informed of local developments 
and initiatives. 
 
If you, or anyone you know, would prefer to receive this 
newsletter in large print or another format, please email: 
info@stroud.gov.uk or call 01453 766321. This newsletter 
costs 28p per copy to publish and deliver to you. 
 
Every effort is made to ensure the accuracy and reliability of the 
information in this publication, however Stroud District Council 
will not be liable for any form of loss or inconvenience arising 
from information contained within it. Information correct at time 
of going to print. 
 
[Standard print] Cover photo: 
A narrow-boat trip from Wallbridge Lock to Bow bridge 
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Welcome by David Hagg, Chief Executive 

 
We are the first council in Gloucestershire to lose all its 
government grant, and be self-financing. Next year, the 
government expects us to pay it over half a million pounds; by 
far the largest amount of any council in the county. With the 
squeeze on finance, the council’s workforce is being cut by 20% 
(65 jobs) over four years. This is in addition to the 60 jobs that 
have gone over the past five years. 
 
We are delighted that you continue to rate us so highly in terms 
of overall satisfaction, efficiency, value for money and care of 
the environment. Our regeneration, flood prevention and 
housing projects have won national awards, as has our local 
plan. Thanks to you, our recycling rate is the highest in 
Gloucestershire. We continue to work hard to offer quality 
services and value for money in a very challenging financial 
climate. 
 
 

Access council services online 24/7 

 
We know that people lead busy lives and sometimes you want 
to access council services in the evenings or on weekends at 
the touch of a button. Our website is available 24 hours a day 
and you can access the majority of our services online. In fact, 
you can help us to spend your money on the things that matter 
most by going online first to see if you can find the information 
or service you are looking for. Here’s just some of the services 
you can access anytime on our website: 

• Find your waste or recycling collection day 

• Find details about your local councillor 

• Register to vote 

• Pay your council tax 

• Search for local planning applications and make comments 
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• View council meetings live via webcam or download reports 
after 

• Report fly tipping 

• Pay your council house rent or report a repair 
 
Visit www.stroud.gov.uk 
 
 

Receive council tax bills by email 
 
Did you know it costs the council 63p to send you a council 
tax bill by post? More than 10,000 residents now get their bill 
sent to them by email free of charge, so why not do the same? 
You can sign up online by visiting www.stroud.gov.uk/ctbill or 
you can email the council at ebilling@stroud.gov.uk to opt in, 
quoting your council tax account number found on your bill. 
 
 

An exciting future for the Cotswold Canals 

 
A momentous year has seen tremendous progress with the 
Cotswold Canals project. Following completion of Wallbridge 
Lower Lock last November, a 6.6 km length between 
Stonehouse Ocean and Bow bridge is now fully open. 
 
Since then, it has been made even better. A disabled access 
ramp at Bow bridge has just been completed, and the Brewery 
Wall in the centre of Stroud has been restored. Both projects 
were the result of joint working; Stroud District Council, Stroud 
Town Council and Gloucestershire County Council – but mostly 
a great team of volunteers. 
 
A team of Cotswold Canals Trust volunteers has been busy 
constructing landing stages, whilst another has dredged nearly 
1 km of canal East of Bow bridge, taking the canal to Thrupp. 
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Earlier this year, the Heritage Lottery Fund awarded us 
£842,000 towards the £2 million cost of drawing up detailed 
proposals for the community-led restoration of the canal 
between Stonehouse and Saul Junction. This would link it to the 
national canal network, attract huge tourism benefits, create 30 
hectares of biodiverse habitat and canal tow path, conserve and 
digitise archive material charting the canal’s history, and attract 
more than £100million-worth of new private investment. 
 
We plan to submit a bid for the full £8 million by the end of 
2019, and if successful this would make Stonehouse and 
Stroud canal towns once again. Stroud District Council has 
made £3million available for the project, which fits in well with 
our priorities to invest in the local economy and the 
environment, and to promote health and wellbeing. 
 
All this has been achieved thanks to those who buy National 
Lottery tickets – quite simply, everyone who plays makes 
projects like ours possible – so thank you! 
 

Be part of it 
The Cotswold Canals Project needs more volunteers than ever. 
There’s canal to maintain and canal to restore. We need crews 
for trip boats and dredgers; visitor centre staff and people to do 
wild life and public surveys. And we need engineers, ecologists, 
administrators and more. 
Call Jon Pontefract on 01453 754287 or email 
jon.pontefract@stroud.gov.uk 

 

A Royal Visit 
In February, we were honoured to receive a visit from HRH The 
Prince of Wales, who unveiled a plaque commemorating the 
reconnection of the Stroud water Navigation and the Thames 
and Severn Canal. 

 



6 
 

 

£1.6 million funding to kick-start port 
development 
 
Funding has been approved to make Brimscombe Port 
economically viable for a developer to take on and create a 
unique mixed-used waterside attraction. 
 
The site could take up to 178 homes, a community enterprise 
centre, more than 1,000sq metres of business space creating 
50 jobs and 10 business start-ups, and 26 boat moorings. 
 
But abnormal infrastructure costs and increasing building costs 
meant it needed more funding before a developer could start 
work, so councillors approved the allocation of up to £1.6million 
for infrastructure and redevelopment. 
 
This money will pay for the canal basin, canal restoration, plus 
an access road, creating a site for a developer to turn into a 
dramatic waterside setting. 
 
[Page 3 of the standard print version shows a picture with the 
following caption: Brimscombe Port as it is today] 
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£19 Million Council Housing Project Draws to a 
Close 

 
We’re close to finishing our ambitious £19.5million five-year 
project to build 242 brand new affordable homes across the 
district in Leonard Stanley, the Top of Town in Stroud, Cam, Far 
Green in Coaley, and Berkeley. 
 
Stroud is the only authority in Gloucestershire that still owns 
and manages its own council housing stock, with others having 
transferred theirs to housing associations. The money we 
spend on maintaining our stock of over 5,000 council homes 
comes directly from rent payments, and we’ve set aside 
£6.7million of this to maintain our council-owned homes both 
inside and out. 
 
Estates in Stroud, Wotton-under-Edge and Berkeley are being 
improved in our planned refurbishment programme and we’re 
increasing security by installing new entry systems. In addition, 
a ten-year programme to upgrade over 200 council-owned post-
war homes of non-traditional construction has started. New 
cladding and roofing will make them warmer and cheaper to 
heat, helping tenants escape the fuel poverty trap. 
 
£2.6million is being invested in modernising and rebuilding our 
sheltered housing schemes to ensure they meet the needs of 
an ageing population. We’ve sold some schemes which were 
unsuitable for older people and have re-invested the proceeds 
in the project. Three popular schemes in Stonehouse, 
Nailsworth and Minchinhampton will become community hubs 
which will open them up to residents from the wider community 
for the benefit of all. 
 
Facebook: SDCTenants 
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Rent-only homes for local people 

 
The need for local houses to rent continues to grow in the 
district, so we were pleased to provide land for a ground-
breaking project to build local homes for local people that can 
only ever be rented out. 
 
Stroud District Council has handed over land in Forest Green, 
Nailsworth to the town’s Community Land Trust, which has 
commissioned six flats and four houses in response to demand 
from townspeople. 
 
Nailsworth CLT worked on a Community Right to Build Order 
(CRTBO) to develop the homes between Lawnside and Bunting 
Hill, in December 2014 and residents who voted in a 
referendum on the issue in 2016 overwhelmingly backed the 
plan. 
 
All profits generated by the development will stay in the 
community and the homes will remain the property of 
Nailsworth Community Land Trust so they can continue to be 
offered to local people for rent, without the threat of them being 
sold off. 
 
SDC Housing Committee former chair Mattie Ross said: “This is 
a great scheme to help people in real housing need get a 
decent quality home at an affordable rent. I congratulate all 
involved in bringing this project forward.” 
 
[Page 4 of the standard print version shows a picture with the 
following caption: In April SDC officers and councillors joined 
representatives of Nailsworth Town Council, Nailsworth CLT, 
EG Carter and the Aster Group to officially mark the handover 
and start of the work] 
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RUSH Skatepark secures site in Stroud for new 
facility 

 

A once-in-a-lifetime opportunity to create a state-of-the-art 
skatepark and an Olympic standard training facility for BMX and 
skateboarding in Stroud awaits for RUSH Skatepark. 
 

In April this year councillors voted unanimously to provide land 
at Stratford Park for a peppercorn rent to RUSH for a new 
skatepark. RUSH owners Jerry and Michelle Norman, who 
founded Europe’s second biggest indoor skatepark in a disused  
warehouse in 2013, began searching for a new home after 
news that their current property would need to be vacated to 
allow for the redevelopment of Brimscombe Port. 
 

So, they welcomed the news that the Stratford Park site would 
be made available, as they had much bigger plans for a new 
building with the opportunity to build a larger fit-for-purpose 
facility. 
 

Jerry and Michelle said they viewed it as a ‘once in a lifetime 
opportunity.’ And with freestyle BMX and skateboarding gaining 
Olympic status for the 2020 Tokyo Games, they also have plans 
to act as a national base for Team GB, whilst maintaining their 
community-focus as a place for local people. 
 

RUSH offers sessions for all ages and abilities including 
toddlers, schools, disabled youngsters and older participants at 
their ‘Silver Surfer’ sessions, as well as hosting a range of 
community events. 
 

RUSH will need to apply for planning permission for the new 
skatepark and raise funds for the build. 
 

[Page 5 of the standard print version shows a picture with the 
following caption: Flips and tricks at RUSH Skatepark] 
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New business opportunities in Dursley as 
Littlecombe continues to grow 

 
The second phase of units for local small and medium sized 
businesses has been completed at the Littlecombe site in 
Dursley. 
 
When finished the whole development, on the former industrial 
land between Cam and Dursley, will lead to the creation of 500 
new homes, 700 new jobs, 18,500sq of employment buildings 
and 40 acres of green space. 
 
The nine business units which have been built by St Modwens 
on behalf of Stroud District Council, are perfect for local and 
regional businesses and come as a finished shell ready for 
occupiers to fit out as they choose. If you have a small or 
medium sized business and you are looking for premises 
contact the agents Ash and Co on 01452 300433 or 
www.ashproperty.co.uk 
 
To find out more about the Littlecombe development visit 
www.littlecombe.co.uk or why not take a walk or ride through 
the site along the foot and cycle paths that have been created? 
 
 

Sports and Leisure 

 
Across the district there are a wealth of places to access fitness 
and leisure activities, with something for all ages and abilities – 
so there’s every reason to get out and enjoy some exercise! 
Why not start by using the coupon on this page [page 6 of the 
standard print version] for a free gym session? 
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The Pulse 

 

• The Pulse Dursley: Pool Gym Studio 
 
This autumn you can keep the family amused with inflatable fun 
at The Pulse. Sessions are run every Saturday at 1.45pm and 
2.30pm and include a changing mix of inflatables, rafts and 
floats that are great fun for all ages. The Pulse, in Dursley, is a 
fully equipped leisure centre with pool, gym and fitness suites, 
offering over 85 aerobic, dance, relaxation and exercise classes 
every week. The Pulse runs a large programme of swimming 
lessons weekdays and on weekends. Enquire to find the right 
ability class or book onto a programme. 
 
Visit www.pulsedursley.co.uk for more information and 
timetables. Facebook: thepulsedursley or call 01453 546441 
 

Stratford Park Leisure Centre 

 

• Everyone Active: Feel better for it 
 
Stratford Park Leisure Centre is managed by Everyone Active in 
partnership with Stroud District Council, and offers a wide range 
of activities to support everyone on their journey to leading a 
healthier and more active lifestyle. 
 
The centre has a 25m swimming pool, and a range of outdoor 
pitches and courts. 
 
Why not try out the 100-station fitness suite, by using the 
FREE gym pass voucher below? 
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Free gym pass for two adults at Stratford Park Leisure Centre 
 

To claim your free gym pass for two adults, simply take this 
voucher along to Stratford Park Leisure Centre by Wednesday 
31 October 2018. 
 

Valid until 31 October 2018 
 

• Everyone Active: Feel better for it 
 

Stratford Road, Stroud GL5 4AF 
01453 766771 
www.everyoneactive.com 
 

Terms and conditions: Offer is valid at Stratford Park Leisure 
Centre for a free one-day gym pass for two adults aged 16+. 
Offer is valid from Saturday 1 September 2018 until Wednesday 
31 October 2018. Only one voucher can be used per 
household. Voucher must be presented at reception and all 
users must have an Everyone Active card (available free from 
the centre, valid email address must be supplied). Standard 
rules of admittance apply. 

 

Stratford Park Lido 
 

A study is underway looking at the feasibility of restoring 
Stratford Park Lido back to its former glory. Visitor numbers 
have been falling to the unheated outdoor pool in recent years, 
however before the war the lido used to be heated and it still 
retains many of its 1930s features. 
 

Feedback from you in our public survey showed real interest in 
restoring and repairing the lido. Following this over-whelming 
support, a feasibility study was commissioned and the results 
will be available soon, after which a decision will be made on 
how to move forward with the project. 
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Healthy Lifestyles 
 

• healthy lifestyles 
 

We work with local health professionals to provide a wide range 
of workshops and classes to promote and support a healthy 
lifestyle. This year we have a range of exciting new walking 
sports classes to cater for all abilities and ages. 
Why not give one a try? 
 

Better Balance Classes 
 

These community-based exercise classes are aimed at 
individuals who have had a fall or who are at risk of falling. The 
classes are a mixture of chair based and standing exercises 
which aim to improve the participant’s strength, balance and 
their overall confidence. The sessions are £3 per class, and 
£1.50 for partners or carers. We run them at the following 
venues: 
 

Tuesdays: Glebelands, Cam, 11.45am-12.45pm and 1-2pm 
 

Wednesdays: Maypole Village Hall, Stroud, 11.30am-12.30pm 
and Hazelwood, Stonehouse, 2.45-3.45pm 
 

Thursdays: Arkell Community Centre, Nailsworth, 11.30am-
12.30pm and Chalford Sport and Social Club 2-3pm 
 

If you feel these classes might be for you, call 01453 754508. 
 

Cancer Rehab Exercise Classes 
 

If you are currently undergoing treatment for cancer, or have 
finished treatment and wish to return to exercise then these 
rehab sessions will build your confidence and level of fitness 
slowly in a supportive environment. The classes are run in 
partnership with the Macmillan Next Steps team. They are run 
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on Fridays, 2-3pm at Stratford Park Leisure Centre, in Stroud 
and cost £3 per class. 
 

To find our full range of Healthy Lifestyles classes go to 
www.stroud.gov.uk/health or email hwb@stroud.gov.uk – 
you can also follow the Sport, Health and Wellbeing team 
on social media! 
 

Twitter: @activestroud 
Facebook: Stroud District-Get Active 
 

Walking Sports 
 

If you love sports, but you’ve only been a spectator until now, 
why not try our walking football, rugby or netball classes? 
 

These are sporting alternatives for people who want to be 
physically active without the full intensity of the fast-paced 
games - and they are proving a great success. As one 
participant put it: “It’s good to be playing a team game again at 
an age where you wouldn’t think playing a team game would be 
possible!” 
 

The walking football class is the newest to be added to the 
program and is run in collaboration with Gloucestershire FA. It 
is the fastest growing format of the game at the moment with 
over 600 people engaging with Gloucestershire FA to try it over 
the last three years. 
 

Sessions take place on: 
Mondays – Walking Football: 10am-11am 
Thursdays – Walking Rugby: 10am-11am 
Fridays – Walking Netball: 12pm-1pm 
 

All take place at Stratford Park Leisure Centre and cost £3.50 
per week 
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What’s On in Stroud District 

 

The Subscription Rooms 

 
In the district’s live entertainment venue, a packed programme 
of events awaits this autumn from live music and drama 
performances to workshops, classes and exhibitions. Highlights 
include: 
 

September 

 
Jive Dance 
Friday 28 September, 8pm 
These popular jive dance nights take place every month, with 
great atmosphere and great dance floor. Dance the night away 
to top swing and jive music. 
£8 
 

October 

 
Dire Streets 
Saturday 13 October, 8pm 
This is a tribute band with a real attention to detail, fronted by 
finger- picking guitar ace John Brunsdon. Plus, special guest 
Steve Wiltshire on saxophone and flute. (This is a seated gig). 
£18 adv / £20 door 
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November 

 
The Wurzels + Support 
Friday 2 November 8pm 
The Wurzels are back in Stroud! Expect to hear all the songs, 
stories and laughs from their legendary 50 year career. 
£16 / £18.50 door 
 
Jersey Beyond 
Saturday 17 November 7.45pm 
Sing and dance along with the high notes of the biggest Frankie 
Valli hits down to the lows of the best swing and rat pack songs! 
Then if that wasn’t enough, party through the decades with the 
biggest songs by Elvis, Neil Diamond, ABBA, WHAM! And more. 
£10.50 (percentage goes to charity) 
 
Big Country and Kirk Brandon 
Thursday 22 November, 8pm 
The band will be playing their stunning catalogue of songs from 
their entire career, taken from their multi-million selling and 
number hit albums. 
£21.50 adv (£24.50 door) 
 
For full listings and to buy tickets visit 
www.subscriptionrooms.org.uk, call 01453 760900 or pop into 
Stroud Tourist Information Centre. 
 
Facebook: subscriptionrooms 
Twitter: @SubRoomsStroud 
 



17 
 

 

Museum in the Park 

 
Stroud District (Cowle) Museum Services 
 

Have you visited the museum’s ‘secret garden’ yet? 

 
Set in the grounds of Stratford Park, the museum has over 
4,000 diverse exhibits, a secret garden, art gallery, café and a 
gift shop. The museum also runs a programme of events and 
workshops, you might like: 
 

September 

 
Nature’s Golden Moments 
22 and 23 Sept, 11am – 4pm 
Arts Society Painswick invites you to join their 50th Anniversary 
celebration – art exhibits, children’s trail, delicious homemade 
cakes, and craft workshops for all ages. 
 

October 

 
Big Draw Day 
Sunday 21 October, 11am – 4pm 
During the national Big Draw Festival, visit the museum and get 
creative with professional illustrator Imogen Harvey Lewis, 
who’ll be sharing some inspiring drawing tips and secrets. All 
ages welcome. 
 

Apple Day 
Sunday 28 October, 11am – 4pm 
Try apple pressing in the Walled Garden, visit the pop- up café 
in the Pavilion and follow the Halloween bat trail around the 
museum displays. Organised in collaboration with Stroud 
Valleys Project. 
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November 

 
Stroud Valleys in the Great War 
Saturday 3 – Sunday 11 November (closed Monday) 
Organised by the Five Valleys World War One Researchers, 
this exhibition reveals the stories of how WW1 affected the lives 
of people living and working in the Stroud Valleys. 
 
Illustrators’ Fair 
Sat 10 and Sun 11 November, 11am – 4pm 
See the new ‘Tangled Tales’ illustration exhibition in the art 
gallery and enjoy eclectic stalls of illustrated wares by talented 
students from Gloucestershire University and SGS Stroud 
College. 
 
For full listings and booking details visit 
www.museuminthepark.org.uk or call 01453 763394. The 
museum is open Tues – Fri 10am – 4.30pm, Sat and Sun 11am 
– 4.30 pm, free entry, donations welcome. 
 
Facebook: themuseuminthepark 
Twitter: @museuminthepark 
Instagram: museuminthepark 
 

Stroud Book Festival 7-11 November 

 
Stroud Book Festival is a feast for book lovers of all ages, 
celebrating the very best local writers, poets, illustrators and 
storytellers. 
 
There will be a large range of events at locations across the 
town. To find out more visit the website. 
stroudbookfestival.org.uk 
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Celebrating democracy 

 
Almost 500 people helped mark the start of National 
Democracy Week at Stroud District Council’s garden party, 
celebrating the 90th anniversary of equal voting rights for 
men and women. 
 
On Sunday, July 1, at the Museum in the Park, members of the 
public were welcomed by council staff including Chief Executive 
David Hagg dressed in period costume, who told the story of 
the Suffragists’ struggle for equal voting rights over several 
decades. 
 
Stroud has strong links with the Suffragist movement – 
Margaret Hills played an important role in it and became Stroud 
Urban District Council’s first female councillor. Displays and a 
talk on the day revealed much of the detail of her life which until 
recently remained largely unknown. 
 
“Equali-teas” and cakes were served and talks on democracy 
were given throughout the day from Town Councillors, District 
Councillors and David Drew MP before a procession through 
Stratford Park took place with banners including slogans such 
as ‘Are you registered?’ and ‘Register to Vote’ to promote local 
democracy. 
 
[Page 9 of the standard print version shows pictures with the 
captions: Participants enjoying the National Democracy Week 
garden party in Stroud; Hannah Emery and Hatty Davis from 
our elections team dressed up to promote national democracy 
week] 
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Young voters matter 

 

• National Democracy Week 
 
Did you know in the 2017 General Election 57% of 18-19 
year olds turned out to vote, compared with 77% of 60-69 
year olds? 
 
The figures are even lower for local authority elections and we’d 
like to see that change. During National Democracy Week, July 
2-8, our elections team visited four district schools to run 
democracy-based activities – encouraging engagement and 
interaction in local politics. On the final day we invited school 
students to participate in committee meetings in our council 
chamber at Ebley Mill. The schools appointed a chair and vice 
chair to manage the meetings and the students got to have a go 
at real debates. 
 
Register to vote online at www.gov.uk/register-to-vote 
 
 

Are you registered to vote? 

 
In order to vote in any election you must be on the electoral 
register. By now, you should have received a household 
enquiry form asking you to check whether the information that 
appears on the electoral register for those living at your address 
is correct. The aim of the form is to ensure that the electoral 
register is up to date and to identify any residents who are not 
registered to vote, so that they can be encouraged to do so. 
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• Your vote matters 
Don’t lose it 

 
You must respond to this form as soon as possible to confirm or 
change your details. The easiest way is online and if there are 
no changes to your form you can also call or send a text. If 
you’re not on the internet you can return your form by post. 

• If you do not respond, you may receive a visit from one of our 
canvassers. 

• Don’t forget that 16 and 17 year olds should register too. This 
means that when they turn 18 they will automatically be able 
to vote. 

 
If you are not on the register it will not only affect your right to 
vote, it may also affect your ability to open a bank account, get 
credit, a loan or a mortgage as the full register is checked by 
authorised credit reference agencies. 
 

Did you know 
2018 marks 100 years since the Representation of the People 
Act, which gave some women the right to vote, and 90 years 
since women were given equal voting rights to men. 

 
For more information please visit www.stroud.gov.uk/elections 
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Satisfaction Ratings 

 
Our annual independent residents’ survey shows that 79% of 
people were either satisfied or very satisfied with how we run 
things in 2017. This has been steady over recent years, with 
80% satisfaction rating last year and 78% the year before. 
 
79% satisfied 
13% no strong opinion 
5% dissatisfied 
3% don’t know 
 
 

Contact Us... 
 

Web 

 
www.stroud.gov.uk 
info@stroud.gov.uk 
@StroudDC 
 

Phone 

 
Call during office hours on 01453 766321 or text the word 
‘Council’ and your message to 07851 729229. 
 

Post 
 
Stroud District Council 
Ebley Mill, Ebley Wharf, Stroud GL5 4UB 
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Opening Hours 

 
Monday - Thursday, 8.45am – 5pm 
Friday, 8.45am – 4.30pm 
Out of hours emergencies: 01453 222104 
 

Other Sites 

 
We’re also available each fortnight, on Tuesdays, at: 
Dursley Library 
11.30am – 12.30pm 
Wotton-under-Edge Civic Centre 
9.30am – 10.30am 
(Dates displayed at sites) 
 
 

Your Council 
 
Fifty-one district councillors represent their communities. Here’s 
the current make-up of the council: 
 
Ruling Administration 

• Labour: 17 

• Green: 9 

• Liberal Democrat: 2 
 

• Conservative: 22 

• No Group:1 
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Your dog wardens 
 

Did you know? 
We reunite 92% of lost dogs with their owners, compared to a 
national average of around 60% 

 

Do you know what our dog wardens do? We have a small team 
that is kept very busy looking after the welfare of dogs in the 
district, reuniting lost dogs with owners, dealing with aggressive 
dogs, and tackling issues such as dog fouling. 
 

Alex Myrie, our animal welfare officer says that reports of dog 
attacks have been on the rise: “We are receiving a high volume 
of complaints regarding off-lead dogs running over to dogs that 
are being exercised on-lead often ending in injury to one or 
other of them . 
 

“Even if the on-lead dog is the instigator and the off- lead dog is 
friendly and only went over to play, in the eyes of the law, the 
off-lead dog is deemed not to be under proper control and 
therefore at fault. We very much encourage and recognise the 
welfare benefits of dogs being allowed off-lead exercise, 
however only if your dog has excellent recall; this is for its own 
safety and also for the safety of other dogs.” 
 

The dog wardens also investigate complaints of dog fouling, 
which can lead to prosecution and fines of up to £1,000. 
 

If you need to report a lost dog, or you find a dog that you think 
must be lost call 01453 754478 during office hours or 01453 
766321 during evenings and weekends. 
 

[Page 10 of the standard print version shows a picture with the 
following caption: Alex Myrie, animal welfare officer and Josie 
Oak, environmental enforcement officer with Vera, the German 
Shepherd] 
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We’re ditching single-use plastic 

 
Members of Stroud District Council have agreed unanimously to 
eliminate single-use plastics from all our facilities by 2020 and 
from the council supply chain by 2025. 
 
The aim is to make Stroud district a single-use plastic free 
authority as soon as possible - this would include items such as 
bottles, cups, disposable cutlery and drinking straws at Ebley 
Mill and all council events. 
 
Furthermore, the motion includes the pledge to help local 
businesses, shops and cafes to reduce or remove single-use 
plastics too, encouraging initiatives such as offering discounts 
to customers that bring their own reusable cups, or offering free 
tap water refills. 
 
[Page 10 of the standard print version shows a picture with the 
following caption: Right: Councillors Paul Denney and 
Catherine Braun with their reusable coffee cups outside Loose, 
the plastic free shop in Stroud] 
 
 

Useful Stuff 
 

Dementia friendly towns 

 
We are working with volunteers from every town in the district to 
make our towns more dementia friendly. Volunteers are working 
together with dementia professionals to create more social 
activities, support for carers and raise dementia awareness 
amongst local businesses. As the district’s population ages, 
dementia diagnosis rates are rising and more people become 
carers. 
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“Feeling connected to other people and being active is 
important for health. With the right training and a welcoming 
attitude, our townspeople can help someone with dementia to 
stay well and independent for longer,” says Emma Keating 
Clark, our Health and Wellbeing Coordinator. 
 
To find out more or get involved contact Emma on 01453 
754177 or email emma.keatingclark@stroud.gov.uk 
 

Council meetings 

 
Council meetings are held in the evenings and you are 
welcome to attend. Just turn up and take a seat in the public 
seating areas or watch them online at 
www.stroud.gov.uk/webcasts 
 

Pest control services 

 
Did you know we offer a pest control service for both 
households and businesses, at very competitive rates? Our 
experienced pest control officers can deal with infestations of 
rats, mice, wasps, fleas or other insects. To find out more visit 
www.stroud.gov.uk/pestcontrol or call 01453 754919 
 

Careline 

 
Careline is a way of getting help through your telephone system 
quickly and efficiently 24 hours a day, 365 days a year, for 
peace of mind and to maintain independence at home. A small 
personal radio transmitter is worn as a pendant around the 
neck, or as a wrist-strap and, when pressed, it will automatically 
call a control room providing immediate help. Call 01453 
754149 or email careline@stroud.gov.uk 
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Bulky household item collection 

 
We provide a chargeable collection service for large moveable 
items such as tables, chairs, carpets, fridges and three-piece 
suites. For more details visit www.stroud.gov.uk/bulky or call 
01453 754424 
 

Finding a place to eat 
 
If you’re looking for a place to eat and you want peace of mind 
the food is cooked and prepared safely, you can look out for 
food hygiene ratings. We have inspectors who check all food 
businesses in the district regularly and provide them with a star 
rating. This ranges from 0, which means immediate 
improvements necessary to 5, which is very good. The ratings 
are listed online by the Food Standards Agency, at 
http://ratings.food.gov.uk/ 
 

Planning an event? 

 
If you wish to hold an occasional event for up to 499 people, 
where licensable activities are to take place, you must apply for 
a Temporary Event Notice (TEN). Licensable activities are sale 
of alcohol, regulated entertainment such as plays, films, 
recorded music and live music, and late night refreshment 
which is serving hot food or drinks between 11pm to 5am. You 
can find more details about TENs, when you need one and how 
to apply in the licensing and registration section of our website. 
If you are having more than 499 people at your event you may 
need a premises licence. 
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Housing advice 

 
Are you struggling to keep up with your rent and bills? Are you 
having problems at home and want to leave? Do you have 
nowhere to live? Or do you need help letting your property? Our 
housing advice team can help with a wide range of housing 
related problems. You can call them on 01453 754078 or email 
housing.advice@stroud.gov.uk. You can also get updates 
and advice from the team on Facebook, follow sdc-
housinghelp 
 

Stay gas safe - check your boiler 

 
It’s important to take care of your gas appliances. We have 
legal duties as a landlord to service gas boilers at our council 
owned properties. However, we recommend all homeowners 
get their boiler checked by a Gas Safe registered engineer 
every year. Annual maintenance not only helps keep your 
heating and hot water working properly, it helps keep you safe, 
as badly installed or poorly maintained gas appliances can 
cause gas leaks, fires, explosions and carbon monoxide 
poisoning. 
 

Follow us on Facebook! 
 
You may have noticed already, we have a new council 
Facebook page. You’ll find regular updates on what we’re up to, 
public notices, events, meeting outcomes, news from our 
departments and partner organisations, and alerts for issues 
such as waste collection day changes, road closures, 
consultations and anything else of importance for local 
residents. Simply search Stroud District Council on Facebook 
and ‘like’ our page. 
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Thank you for recycling 

 

• Recycling rates have doubled 

• Rubbish to landfill has halved 
 
Thanks to your recycling efforts we are sending half the amount 
of rubbish to landfill we did two years ago. 
 
As a district we generate on average 228kg of residual waste 
per household a year. That is half the average amount that 
households across county are producing! 
 

Want to reduce waste further? 
Why not try composting… 

 
You may have noticed that you throw away quite a lot of food 
waste – as a district we throw out 110 tonnes a week. Whilst we 
collect and recycle your food waste, reducing how much you 
throw out will save the council money. Composting is a more 
sustainable option, plus you’ll be left with nutritious compost for 
your garden. 
 
Composting tips 
Composting is easy, simply collect your fruit and vegetable 
peelings and add to your com post bin or heap. You can also 
add grass cuttings, small twigs, leaves, pruning and plant 
clippings. Turn the com post regularly by moving it about with a 
fork, cover and wait for it to rot down into a rich compost. Cut 
price compost bins can be bought here 
www.gcc.getcomposting.com/composting 
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