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Executive Summary 
Stroud District Council appointed Arup to investigate the appropriateness of 
charging in a number of car parks within the district. A robust technical review was 
undertaken on the following elements that have a bearing on the case and need for 
the introduction of charging: 

• Car park surveys were undertaken according to industry standards to assess
the use of car parks on a typical weekday and Saturday;

• A review of existing studies and research was undertaken to provide a
comparable and evidence led context highlighting impacts of the
introduction of charging;

• A review of comparable towns was undertaken to benchmark charging and
charging tariffs;

Following the review, we recommend that charging is introduced across all car 
parks in Nailsworth, Dursley and Wotton-under-Edge. Charging in Stratford Park 
is also recommended, providing a suitable regime is devised to cater for the 
conflicting demands on the site. The car parks in Minchinhampton and Cainscross 
should be given further consideration in the future. Our recommendation is based 
on the following rationale: 

• Application of a fair charging policy across the district with tariffs
benchmarked to comparable local and regional levels will deliver improved
consistency and expectations across the District for residents and visitors;

• Fair charging policy in town centres with high occupancy and limited
parking spaces encourages higher turnover and ‘churn’ of customers
benefiting local business;

• Fair charging encourages commuters to park in long stay locations, freeing
parking spaces in centres for visitors and shoppers, benefiting the local
economy;

• Fair charging supports the promotion of an effective, efficient and
economically sustainable car park management model that will provide
opportunities to reinvest revenue into maintenance and other initiatives
aimed at improving car park quality;

• Operating costs (e.g. maintenance, enforcement, lighting) can be directly
apportioned to car park users through charging, rather than all residents of
the district through council tax;

• Enforcing time restrictions is very difficult to effectively enforce.
Conversely pay and display tickets make it much easier to determine which
vehicles have exceeded the time limit, improving the efficiency of the
parking service;

• There is no evidence to suggest that introducing car park charges will lead
to a decrease in footfall within this context and as noted above the
introduction of charging, particularly at busy car parks, can benefit the local
economy by encouraging customer churn;



  

Stroud District Council Parking Review 
Summary Report 

Page 1 

1 Introduction 

1.1 Background 
Stroud District Council (SDC) appointed Arup to investigate charging in a number 
of car parks within the district. The review emerged after an Arup report conducted 
in summer 2017, provided an evidence base to consider parking charges in Stroud, 
Painswick and Stonehouse. 

The review will focus on a number of currently free-to-park car parks in Nailsworth, 
Dursley, Minchinhampton, Cainscross, Stratford Park and Wotton-under-Edge.  

Proposals for the introduction of parking charges in Nailsworth, Dursley and 
Wotton-under-Edge were put forward by Stroud District Council Officers in 2011.  
However, the decision was deferred. 

All car parks in the district, which charge currently, use a pay and display (P&D) 
system. Disability Discrimination Act (DDA) compliant car parking is free across 
the district, except at the Merrywalks Multi-Storey Car Park, which is operated by 
SDC.   
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2 Baseline 

2.1 Context 
There are 37 off-street car parks in the district within the control of SDC. This report 
will focus on the following towns and car parks: 

• Nailsworth;

• Dursley;

• Wotton-under-Edge;

• Minchinhampton;

• Cainscross; and

• Stratford Park, Stroud

The car parks included in this review are identified in Table 1. 

Table 1: Car Parks included in review 

Location Car Park Maximum Stay 

Nailsworth Bus Station 
Old Market East 
Comrades 
Town Hall 
Newmarket Rd 
Old Market Lay-By 
Old Market West (SS) 
Old Market West (LS) 

2 Hours 
2 Hours 
4 Hours 
4 Hours 
23 Hours 
2 Hours 
2 Hours 
23 Hours 

Dursley Castle St / Parsonage St 
Castle St  
May Lane 
Water St 

1 Hour 
3 Hours 
23 Hours 
3 Hours 

Minchinhampton Friday St 23 Hours 

Wotton-under-Edge The Chipping (SS) 
The Chipping (LS) 
Potter’s Pond 

3 Hours 
23 Hours 
23 Hours 

Cainscross Cainscross 48 Hours 

Stroud Stratford Park 23 Hours 



  

Stroud District Council Parking Review 
Summary Report 

Page 3 

3 Car Park Occupancy 

3.1 Introduction 
Car park occupancy surveys, based on industry ‘best practice’ methodology, 
approved by Arup, were conducted on all car parks in the scope of this review, in 
January 2018. Each car park was surveyed on three separate days.  Twice during 
the week between the hours of 7.30am and 6.30pm and on a Saturday between 
8.30am and 2.30pm. The surveys were conducted manually, with occupancy levels 
checked every 15 minutes. 

The graphs and narrative below provide a summary of the results. Comments and 
data are based solely on the surveys undertaken. In towns with multiple car parks, 
the overall town summary is illustrated.  Full detail of every car park is available 
in Appendix A.  

• The green line shows the ‘practical capacity’ of the car park, which is set at
the industry standard of 85% of the total number of spaces.  This figure is
set to account for operational movements, which have a reductive impact on
actual capacity.  When practical capacity is exceeded, it can lead to drivers
searching multiple car parks to find a space and therefore parking utilisation
above this level is deemed excessive;

• The purple line shows the total number of spaces available at the car park;

• The blue and orange lines indicate observed occupancy levels.
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3.2 Nailsworth 

3.2.1 Summary 
Fig. 1: Nailsworth Car Park Occupancy Survey Results 

Nailsworth’s seven car parks are located in a relatively small area and comprise a 
mixture of short and long stay parking. The average weekday occupancy and 
Saturday occupancy are shown in Figure 1 above. 

The car parks in Nailsworth total 215 parking spaces – 136 short stay and 79 long 
stay. The average weekday parking demand peaks between 10am and 2pm.  The 
data illustrates that across the town, any spare capacity is generally confined to the 
Town Hall and Comrades Car Parks. 

The Saturday occupancy shows that the car parks steadily fill during the day, 
reaching full capacity by early afternoon. 



  

Stroud District Council Parking Review 
Summary Report 

Page 5 

3.3 Dursley 

3.3.1 Summary 
Fig. 2: Dursley Car Park Occupancy Survey Results 

The survey results show occupancy peaks at 9.30am on both the average weekday 
and Saturday and remains relatively consistent until 1pm. The car parks operate 
above the operational capacity consistently. Given that three of the car parks are 
short stay – maximum one hour at Castle St / Parsonage St and three hours at Castle 
St and Water St – there is likely to be a high turnover during this period, particularly 
at Castle St / Parsonage St. This suggests, therefore, that the spaces are filled almost 
as soon as they become empty. Long stay parking at May Lane is almost fully 
occupied throughout the day. 
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3.4 Minchinhampton, Friday Street 

3.4.1 Summary 
Fig. 3: Minchinhampton Friday Street Occupancy Survey Results 

Spare capacity was observed to be available in the car park at all times surveyed, 
with the exception of a very short period on Saturday afternoon. The car park 
appears to be used by both long and short stay customers, comprising a core of 20 
long stay users. 
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3.5 Wotton-under-Edge 

3.5.1 Summary 
Fig. 4: Wotton-under-Edge Car Park Occupancy Survey Results 

There is little spare capacity on the average weekday and almost none on a Saturday. 
The Chipping long stay car park is at full occupancy throughout the day and the 
short stay car park has limited free spaces, particularly during the hours of 9.30am-
12pm and 2-4pm. Potters Pond, with 24 spaces, exhibits greater demand on a 
Saturday than the average weekday. 
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3.6 Stratford Park  

3.6.1 Summary 
Fig. 5: Stratford Park Occupancy Survey Results 

This is the largest single car park within scope and due to the destination activities 
on site, occupancy levels will spike for events.  The average weekday occupancy 
peaks mid-morning, whilst still being well utilised throughout the survey period. 
Saturday shows a similar trend, with occupancy peaking at around 10am. 
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3.7 Cainscross 

3.7.1 Summary 
Fig. 6: Cainscross Occupancy Survey Results 

The car park has an occupancy peak demand of approximately 45 spaces during 
the surveyed weekdays between 10.30am-4pm.  However, the car park does not 
reach practical capacity at any point. Weekend occupancy is lower than the 
average weekday with a small peak at 9:30a.m.  

3.8 Occupancy Summary 
The majority of car parks surveyed are operating above 85% practical capacity 
during large portions of the day. In particular, car parks in Nailsworth, Stratford 
Park, Wotton and Dursley were observed with high occupancy. 

It should be noted that the surveys were conducted in January, which is considered 
to be a quiet month in relation to travel. Consequently, it is likely that occupancy 
figures are at the lower end of the range when considering other more active travel 
periods during the year. 
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4 Tariff Benchmarking 

4.1 Overview 
Any tariff policy is required by legislation to be fair, appropriate and 
proportionate. To inform a potential tariff model, a review of car parking tariffs 
has been undertaken. This focuses on market towns with populations under 10,000 
in the region. The tariff benchmarking is shown in Table 2. 

Table 2: Car Park Tariff Benchmarking 

Area 

G
lo

uc
es

te
rs

hi
re

 

Town Population 1 Hr 2 Hrs 3 Hrs 4 Hrs 

Stonehouse 7,725 £0.40 £0.60 £1.10 £1.80 

Painswick 3,026 £0.40 £0.60 £1.10 £1.80 

Coleford 8,359 £0.20 £0.40 £0.60 £0.80 

Winchcombe 
Bull Lane 

4,538 £1.00 £2.00 £2.00 £4.00 

Bourton-on-
the-Water 3,296 £1.30 £2.30 £3.00 £3.90 

Chipping 
Campden 

2,288 £0.50 £1.00 - - 

Moreton-in-
Marsh 

3,493 £0.70 £2.00 £2.00 £2.00 

Tetbury 5,472 £0.70 £1.50 £2.20 - 

Stow-on-the-
Wold 

2,042 £1.30 £2.30 £3.00 £3.00 

W
or

ce
ste

rs
hi

re
 Tenbury Wells 3,777 £0.50 £1.00 £1.00 £2.00 

Upton-upon-
Severn 

2,881 £0.50 £1.00 £1.00 £2.00 

Pershore 7,125 £1.00 £2.00 £3.00 £4.00 

So
m

er
se

t Crewkerne 7,000 £0.60 £0.80 £1.20 £2.20 

Illminster 5,808 £0.60 £0.80 £1.60 £1.60 

Glastonbury 8,932 £1.00 £1.40 £1.90 £3.40 

Note: (2011 Census Population) 
• Nailsworth: 7,746
• Dursley: 6,697
• Wotton: 5,627
• Cainscross: 6,479
• Minchinhampton: 2,875
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5 Case Studies and Research 
This section identifies a number of reports and case studies that consider the role of 
car parking, and parking charges, in influencing the use of town centres.  

5.1 Case Study: West Lindsey 
West Lindsey District Council implemented a Car Parking Strategy 2015-2020 
(2015) which involved implementing charging at previously free car parks in 
Market Rasen, Lincolnshire. This strategy was produced following a review of the 
current parking provision which suggested that commuter and long stay visitors 
were blocking parking spaces, preventing shoppers accessing town centre retail and 
amenities. 

The parking strategy therefore aimed to encourage short term parking, increase 
town centre footfall and spend in the local economy. Following implementation of 
parking charges in 2017 a petition was formed by local people against the decision 
to introduce charges, citing concerns including; deterring visitors; reducing town 
centre competitiveness and negative impact on town centre businesses and shop 
keepers.  

Subsequently, a review was undertaken to assess the impact of the introduction of 
car parking charges in Market Rasen. The results of this showed that there was no 
correlation between vacancy rates in the town centre and car parking charges. In 
addition, a review of car park use since charging was implemented demonstrated 
that the charging scheme had been successful in deterring long stay users and as a 
consequence improving opportunities for people to access the town’s retail offer. 

West Lindsey Car Parking Strategy 2015-2020 (2015) 
https://www.west-
lindsey.gov.uk/easysiteweb/getresource.axd?assetid=13892&type=0&servicetype=1 

Market Rasen Car Park Review 
https://www.west-
lindsey.gov.uk/easysiteweb/getresource.axd?assetid=52693&type=0&servicetype=1 

https://www.west-lindsey.gov.uk/easysiteweb/getresource.axd?assetid=13892&type=0&servicetype=1
https://www.west-lindsey.gov.uk/easysiteweb/getresource.axd?assetid=13892&type=0&servicetype=1
https://www.west-lindsey.gov.uk/easysiteweb/getresource.axd?assetid=52693&type=0&servicetype=1
https://www.west-lindsey.gov.uk/easysiteweb/getresource.axd?assetid=52693&type=0&servicetype=1
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5.2 Research: Welsh Government 
A report1 in 2015 for the Welsh Government identified that the majority of retail 
businesses in Wales wanted free car parking within town centres. However, the 
study found that visitors are more influenced by the availability and convenience of 
parking rather than the cost.  

If parking is made free, it was found that commuters fill the spaces, leaving 
shoppers to hunt for spaces, park further outside of the town or take their custom 
elsewhere. This would therefore have a detrimental impact on the economic vitality 
of the town, contribute towards local congestion as shoppers circulate for spaces 
and encourage behaviours that may lead to inappropriate parking. 

The report identified that beyond anecdote, there is little published evidence which 
links car park charges to town-centre footfall. A key recommendation of the report 
was that car park charges should not be viewed in isolation from other factors such 
as the availability of parking, signage and traffic flows, all of which affect the 
willingness of visitors to drive into town centres. 

http://www.senedd.assembly.wales/documents/s46402/P-04-657%20Executive%20Summary%20-
%20Assessing%20the%20Impact%20of%20Car%20Parking%20Charges%20on%20Town%20Ce
ntre.pdf 

5.3 Research: Re-Think! Parking on the High Street 
The British Parking Association (BPA) has produced guidance on Parking 
Provision in Town and City Centres.  The study recognises that there is a 
significant amount of anecdotal evidence, opinion and speculation over the 
relationship between car parking provision and town centre prosperity. The 
analysis indicates that there is no clear relationship between car parking charges 
(set by parking owners/operators) and the amenities on offer in a location.   

http://www.britishparking.co.uk/write/Documents/Re-thinking_Car_Parking.pdf 

5.4 Research: The Pedestrian Pound: The business 
case for better streets and places 

Living Streets have produced a study that examines the role of the town centre. 
The report states that business owners often over-value the importance of parking 
and car access to their sales.  It references UK studies that have shown that 
pedestrians spend more in town centres than people arriving by car.  

https://www.livingstreets.org.uk/media/1391/pedestrianpound_fullreport_web.pdf 

1 Assessing the Impact of Car Parking Charges on Town Centre Footfall, March 2015, Welsh 
Government  

http://www.senedd.assembly.wales/documents/s46402/P-04-657%20Executive%20Summary%20-%20Assessing%20the%20Impact%20of%20Car%20Parking%20Charges%20on%20Town%20Centre.pdf
http://www.senedd.assembly.wales/documents/s46402/P-04-657%20Executive%20Summary%20-%20Assessing%20the%20Impact%20of%20Car%20Parking%20Charges%20on%20Town%20Centre.pdf
http://www.senedd.assembly.wales/documents/s46402/P-04-657%20Executive%20Summary%20-%20Assessing%20the%20Impact%20of%20Car%20Parking%20Charges%20on%20Town%20Centre.pdf
http://www.britishparking.co.uk/write/Documents/Re-thinking_Car_Parking.pdf
https://www.livingstreets.org.uk/media/1391/pedestrianpound_fullreport_web.pdf
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5.5 Summary 
There is limited industry data that explores the relationship, if any, between car park 
charges and town centre prosperity.  However numerous studies, including those 
directly commented on above identify the following key themes: 

• Beyond the anecdotal, there is very little published evidence which links
changes in car park charges to changes in town centre footfall;

• Most research generally concludes that the general availability of spaces is felt
by visitors to be more important than cost, in any decision about visiting;

• It is reasonable for a consumer to expect that car park charges are fair and
have regard to alternative provision and the quality of offer in the town and
the regional context; and

• Charging for parking can bolster the local economy by encouraging a ‘churn’
of visitors and shoppers, rather than spaces being occupied by a single user for
a long period of time.



  

Stroud District Council Parking Review 
Summary Report 

Page 14 

6 Recommendations 

6.1 Conclusion 
We recommend that charging is introduced across all car parks in Nailsworth, 
Dursley and Wotton-under-Edge. In addition, charges can legitimately be 
introduced at Stratford Park, although a suitable regime should be devised.  The car 
parks in Minchinhampton and Cainscross need to be given further consideration.  

The current charging regime in use in Painswick and Stonehouse provide a basis 
for a tariff model, although the benchmarking illustrates that there is scope for an 
increase to these rates. Current tariffs in operation at both Painswick and 
Stonehouse Car Parks are shown in Table 3.  

Table 3: Pay and Display Car Park Tariffs 

Tariff 1 Hr 2 Hrs 3 Hrs 4 Hrs Long stay 

Standard £0.40 £0.60 £1.10 £1.80 £2.50 

6.2 Rationale 
Our recommendation and conclusion is based on the following rationale: 

• Fair charging encourages higher turnover rates of a limited number of parking
spaces centred on high streets and retail;

• Fair charging encourages commuters to park in long stay locations, leaving the
prime parking spaces for visitors and shoppers, benefiting the local economy;

• Promotion of an effective, efficient and economically sustainable car park
management model that will provide opportunities to reinvest revenue into
maintenance and other initiatives aimed at improving car park quality;

• Operating costs (maintenance, enforcement, lighting etc.) can be apportioned
to car park users through charging rather than all residents of the district
through council tax;

• More efficient and cost-effective monitoring and enforcement. Enforcing time
restrictions is very difficult as the enforcer would need to note the number
plate of the vehicle, return after the maximum time allowed and be absolutely
sure that the vehicle hasn’t left the car park and returned to the same space.
P&D tickets make it much easier to determine which vehicles have exceeded
the time limit – either that paid for or the maximum allowed in the car park.

• There is no evidence to suggest that introducing car park charges will lead to a
decrease in footfall.

• Application of a fair charging policy across the district bringing improved
consistency to parking management and tariff application;

Any recommendation to introduce parking charges would need to be accompanied 
by appropriate enforcement measures. 
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Car Park Analysis 
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A1 

Nailsworth 
Bus Station 
Nailsworth Bus Station Car Park Occupancy Survey Results 

No. of car parking spaces 12 
Max Stay 2 hours 
Opening Hours 24 hours 

The car park is well used with a high turnover. Maximum occupancy occurs at 
various times throughout the day. The car park is at, or exceeds, the practical 
capacity at various times throughout the day.  
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Old Market East 
Nailsworth Old Market East Car Park Occupancy Survey Results 

No. of car parking spaces 47 
Max Stay 2 hours 
Opening Hours 24 hours 

The car park was observed to be at or near maximum capacity at 11am-12pm and 
at 1.30pm during the week and at 12-3pm on Saturday. The high start and end 
occupancies are indicative of the Co-Operative store weekday opening times 
(7.30am-10pm). There are indications of a slightly longer length of stay than at 
other nearby car parks as there are less fluctuations in the peak occupancy. 
Between 10.30am and 2pm the occupancy level is rarely below the 85% practical 
capacity. 
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Old Market West 
Nailsworth Old Market West Long Stay Car Park Occupancy Survey Results 

No. of car parking spaces 33 LS + 2 motorcycle 
Max Stay 23 hours 
Opening Hours 24 hours 

The long stay car park is at or near maximum capacity from 8.15am through to 
4pm, on an average weekday, indicative of a long average stay. On Saturday, the 
occupancy approaches its maximum capacity around 12pm and does not reduce, 
bar some minor fluctuation. On both weekday and Saturday, the car park is well 
over the 85% practical capacity for the majority of the day. 
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Nailsworth Old Market West Short Stay Car Park Occupancy Survey Results 

No. of car parking 
spaces 19 

Max Stay 2 hours 
Opening Hours 24 hours 

As one would expect, the Old Market West short stay car park shows a much 
higher turnover, when compared with the long stay car park. It is above practical 
capacity regularly during the week and at weekends. 



  

Stroud District Council Parking Review 
Summary Report 

Page B5 

Newmarket Road 
Nailsworth Newmarket Road Car Park Occupancy Survey Results 

No. of car parking spaces 46 
Max Stay 23 hours long stay 
Opening Hours 24 hours 

The occupancy profile for Newmarket Road car park is shown above which has a 
maximum capacity of 46. During the average weekday the car park is at or near to 
maximum capacity from 8.30am-3.30pm with little fluctuations within this time. 
The weekend shows a different pattern with a relatively flat level of usage from 
the beginning of the survey up to a peak at 12pm onwards. 
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Old Market Layby 
Nailsworth Old Market Layby Car Park Occupancy Survey Results 

No. of car parking spaces 24 
Max Stay 2 hours 
Opening Hours 24 hours 

The occupancy shows a similar trend for the average weekday and weekend 
surveys which peaks in capacity from 10am-2.30pm between 85% and 100% 
occupancy. After this period the car park is still shown to be well used during the 
average weekday. The frequent fluctuations within the occupancy indicate that 
there is a high turnover of users. 
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Town Hall  
Nailsworth Town Hall Car Park Occupancy Survey Results 

No. of car parking spaces 21 
Max Stay 4 hours 
Opening Hours 24 hours 

The car park occupancy for Nailsworth Town Hall is shown above, which has a 
maximum occupancy of 21 spaces. During the average weekday the car park is 
well used throughout the day with no clear peak. The Saturday profile appears 
much busier than the weekday from 10am onwards with the car park reaching 
maximum capacity at a number of points. 
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Comrades 
Nailsworth Comrades Car Park Occupancy Survey Results 

No. of car parking spaces 13 
Max Stay 4 hours 
Opening Hours 24 hours 

During the surveyed weekdays there is a peak in occupancy between 10am-12pm 
when the occupancy approaches the practical capacity. On Saturday, the car park 
operates between the practical and maximum capacity from 10am throughout the 
remaining surveyed period.  
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Dursley 

Water Street 
 Dursley Water Street Car Park Occupancy Survey Results 

No. of car parking spaces 15 
Max Stay 3 hours 
Opening Hours 24 hours 

Saturday usage exceeds that of the average observed weekday, with Saturday 
occupancy reaching capacity at two points and remaining above 85% practical 
capacity from 10am until 12.30pm. During the surveyed weekdays the car park 
appears underutilised with a brief peak between 12:30-1pm. 
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Castle Street/Parsonage Street 
Dursley Castle Street/Parsonage Street Car Park Occupancy Survey Results 

No. of car parking spaces 28 
Max Stay 1 hour 
Opening Hours 24 hours 

Castle Street/Parsonage Street car park is well used during the surveyed period 
with occupancy above the 85% practical capacity threshold throughout most of 
the survey. The weekday occupancy shows a clear peak between 9am-4pm within 
which the car park only has up to three spaces available, excluding a brief lunch 
time dip in occupancy. Saturday occupancy peaks at a similar time of 9.30a.m. 
and then largely remains above 85% occupancy for the remainder of the survey. 
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Castle Street 
Dursley Castle Street Car Park Occupancy Survey Results 

No. of car parking spaces 80 
Max Stay 3 hours 
Opening Hours 24 hours 

The weekday occupancy peaks at 9.30am and remains above 85% occupancy for 
the remainder of the survey excluding a brief dip in usage 1.30-3.30pm. The 
weekend occupancy shows a similar trend with the car park operating above 85% 
practical capacity for the majority of the survey period. Both occupancy graphs 
show relatively little fluctuation throughout the survey indicating those using the 
car park do so for long periods at a time.  
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May Lane  
Dursley May Lane Car Park Occupancy Survey Results 

No. of car parking spaces 51 
Max Stay 23 hours 
Opening Hours 24 hours 

The car park operates close to maximum capacity between the hours of 9am-
4.30pm with very little fluctuation between. This suggests that visitors stay for a 
long duration. There is a similar trend apparent during the surveyed weekend with 
occupancy above 85% practical capacity throughout most of the surveyed period.  
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Minchinhampton 

Friday Street 
Minchinhampton Friday Street Occupancy Survey Results 

No. of car parking spaces 33 
Max Stay 23 hours 
Opening Hours 24 hours 

Spare capacity was observed to be available in the car park at all times surveyed, 
with the exception of a very short period on Saturday afternoon. The car park 
appears to be used by both long and short stay customers, comprising a core of 20 
long stay users. 
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Wotton-under-Edge 
The Chipping  
Wotton-under-Edge the Chipping Short Stay Car Park Occupancy Survey Results 

No. of car parking spaces 36 
Max Stay 3 hours 
Opening Hours 24 hours 

The car park is well used throughout the day staying largely above the 85% 
practical capacity threshold during both the weekdays and Saturday. During the 
weekdays surveyed there is a peak in use between 10.30am and around 4pm and 
reaches maximum occupancy towards the end of this period. The survey data for 
Saturday shows a more delayed peak which begins at 11am and briefly reaches 
maximum occupancy at 12pm.  
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Wotton-under-Edge The Chipping Long Stay Car Park Occupancy Survey Results 

No. of car parking spaces 36 
Max Stay 23 hours 
Opening Hours 24 hours 

The car park operates above 85% practical capacity for the majority of the 
surveyed time on both the weekend and weekdays surveyed. Weekday use peaks 
from 8.30am to 4pm between which the car park operates with a maximum of two 
vacant spaces and little variation, this indicates a low turnover of occupants 
throughout the day. The weekend occupancy shows a similar pattern with slightly 
lower occupancy rates than the weekday average, however, consistently staying 
above 85% during the surveyed period.  
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Potters Pond 
Wotton-under-Edge Potters Pond Car Park Occupancy Survey Results 

No. of car parking spaces 24 
Max Stay 23 hours 
Opening Hours 24 hours 

There is little variation in occupancy throughout both the average weekday and 
Saturday survey and it is relatively well used across both periods. During the 
weekdays surveyed the car park does not reach the 85% practical capacity and 
remains consistently slightly below this throughout the day. This indicates that 
there is a low turnover of vehicles. Saturday is busier at all times surveyed than on 
weekdays and exceeds operational capacity between 11am and 2pm. 
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Stratford Park  
Stratford Park Occupancy Survey Results 

No. of car parking spaces 311 
Max Stay 23 hours 
Opening Hours 24 hours 

This is the largest single car park within scope and due to the destination activities 
on site, occupancy levels will spike for events.  The average weekday occupancy 
peaks mid-morning, whilst still being well utilised throughout the survey period. 
Saturday shows a similar trend, with occupancy peaking at around 10am. 
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Cainscross 
Cainscross Occupancy Survey Results 

No. of car parking spaces 63 
Max Stay 48 hours 
Opening Hours 24 hours 

The car park has an occupancy peak demand of approximately 45 spaces during 
the surveyed weekdays between 10.30am-4pm.  However, the car park does not 
reach practical capacity at any point. Weekend occupancy is lower than the 
average weekday with a small peak at 9.30a.m.  
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