
 

 
 

Former Standish Hospital &  

Former Westridge Hospital 

 
Statement of Community Involvement 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

November 2017 



 

 
 

 
Former Standish Hospital and  

Former Westridge Hospital  
 

Statement of Community Involvement 
Prepared on behalf of PJ Livesey,   

Homes & Communities Agency and 2gether NHS Foundation 
 
 
 
 
 

Project Ref: 25828/A5/FW 25828/A5/FW/jmm  

Status: Draft Final  

Doc: P1 P1  

Date: 28th March 2017 November 2017  

Prepared by: Faith Wright Faith Wright  

Checked by:  Lawrence Turner  

Authorised by:  Lawrence Turner  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Barton Willmore 
101 Victoria Street 
Bristol 
BS1 6PU 
 
Tel: 0117 929 9677      Ref:  25828/A5/FW/jmm 
         Date: November 2017 
Email:  faith.wright@bartonwillmore.co.uk 
 
 
 
 
 
COPYRIGHT 
 
The contents of this document must not be copied or reproduced in whole or in part without the 
written consent of the Barton Willmore LLP. 
 
 
 
All Barton Willmore stationery is produced using recycled or FSC paper and vegetable oil based inks.  
 



STATEMENT OF COMMUNITY INVOLVEMENT Contents 
 

19617/A5/FW/jmm -i- November 2017 

CONTENTS 

 

1. Introduction 

 

2. Consultation 

 

3. Conclusion and responses to public consultation 

 
 

 

APPENDICES 

 

Appendix 1 - Flyer/advert, distribution map, press release 

 

Appendix 2 – Exhibition boards 

 

Appendix 3 – Responses received 

 

      

 



STATEMENT OF COMMUNITY INVOLVEMENT               Introduction 

25828/A5/FW -1- November 2017 

1.0 INTRODUCTION  

 

1.1 This Statement of Community Involvement is submitted on behalf of PJ Livesey, Homes 

and Communities Agency and the 2gether NHS Foundation in support of a full planning 

application for redevelopment of former Standish Hospital and former Westridge Hospital, 

Standish, Stroud. 

 

1.2 The application seeks full planning permission and listed building consent, and the 

description of development is: 

 

“Conversion and refurbishment of the former Standish 
Hospital complex, including Standish House (Building A), 
Stable Block (Building B), Ward Blocks (Buildings C & G), 
Hydrotherapy Building (Building I), and demolition and 
works to associated out-buildings to form 48 dwellings; 
demolition of Westridge Hospital and associated building. 
 
Development of 98 new build homes within the grounds; 
conversion; associated surface vehicle and cycle car 
parking, pedestrian and vehicular access and associated 
ancillary development, landscaping, ancillary storage and 
plant and ecological bat housing; and all associated 
engineering works and operations. 
 
Conversion of, and extension to, Standish Lodge (Building 
L) for use as flexible use building (temporary workers 
accommodation, community cafe, design studio, office, 
gardener’s equipment storage and workshop) with 
associated parking area with access off the main drive and 
landscaped / kitchen gardens.” 

 

1.3 The Planning and Compulsory Act 2004 emphasises the role of public participation in the 

planning process.  In accordance with the procedures that were implemented by the Act, 

Stroud District Council Swindon Borough Council (SBC) published its Statement of 

Community Involvement (SCI) in 2007 to set out how the Council would engage the 

community through the determination of planning applications.  

 

1.4 The SCI encourages potential applicants to hold discussions with Council officers prior to 

the submission of planning applications.  It also states that the Council will encourage 

applicants/developers to undertake appropriate consultation with the local community 

prior to applications being submitted.  

 

1.5 Public participation in the planning process has been further endorsed through the 2011 

Localism Act and the NPPF.  The NPPF indicates that local support is a material 

consideration in the determination of planning applications.  
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1.6 This Statement provides a record of the public consultation that has been undertaken by 

the applicant during the evolution of the proposals and the preparation of the full planning 

application.  
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2.0 CONSULTATION  

 

2.1 This section provides details of the consultation with the local authority and the local 

community and the feedback received prior to the submission of the full planning 

application.   

 

2.2 This planning application is a resubmission of a previous application (reference: 

S.17/1133/FUL) submitted in May 2017.  Following subsequent discussions between the 

applicant, the Planning Officers at Stroud District Council and Standish Partnership Board 

(Standish and Stonehouse Parish Councils), it was decided to revise the scheme to include 

community uses to complement the residential development, and it is within this context 

that this application is submitted.   

 

2.3 The community uses involve the conversion and extension of Standish Lodge (Building L) 

as a flexible use building, with uses including: 

 

 temporary workers accommodation; 

 community café; 

 design studio; 

 office; 

 gardener’s equipment storage and workshop.  

 

2.4 The community building will have with associated parking area with access off the main 

drive and landscaped / kitchen gardens.  The inclusion of the flexible use building is in 

direct response to feedback from Planning Officers at Stroud District Council and the local 

Parish Councillor and residents, who expressed a desire for community uses to support 

the existing and future occupiers of the area. 

 

Planning Concept Statement 

 

2.5 The Standish House Planning Concept Statement (PCS), prepared in partnership with the 

local authority and HCA, was adopted by the Council as Supplementary Planning Advice 

on 18th June 2015.  The PCS provides a vision and guiding principles for the re-use and, 

if necessary, redevelopment of the former Standish Hospital site.   

 

2.6 In preparing the PCS and since HCA purchased the site in 2014 there is a long history of 

consultation.  To inform the PCS, a five-day Enquiry-by-Design (EbD) event took place 

between 9th and 13th October 2014 at Standish Village Hall, which was informed by 
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community meetings between July to October 2014. This took the form of a series of 

workshops attended by local Councillors, MPS, Parish Councillors of Standish and 

Stonehouse Town Council, representatives of Standish Neighbourhood Partnership, local 

residents, Council officers and key stakeholders.  This engagement process established 

the key principles of the PCS.  

 

2.7 Following the EbD process, the PCS, was subject to six weeks public consultation and 

responses were received from a number of organisations and individuals.  A number of 

changes to the draft document were made to take account of consultation responses 

received. 

 

2.8 The PCS recognises the need for enabling development, and identifies that it is essential 

that any future proposal for the site is commercially viable, community grounded and 

acceptable in planning policy terms.  As such, achieving a comprehensive proposal that is 

wholly deliverable is a main priority.  It is recognised that this could be achieved through 

two key delivery mechanisms: 

 

a) The private purchase of the site by an individual seeking to repair, restore and convert 

the listed buildings to a residential use or an alternative compatible land use.  If it is 

demonstrated through marketing that this delivery mechanism is not deliverable, 

scenario (b) will be implemented:  

 

b) The delivery and the conservation of the listed buildings through the “minimum 

necessary” enabling development to fund the repair of the listed buildings.  The 

appropriate quantum of enabling development will be assessed and approved by the 

District Council in line with English Heritage guidance.   

 

2.9 Option A was pursued and no interest was forthcoming and it is on this basis that a 

planning application incorporating enabling development is now being submitted.  

 

Pre-application Discussions 

 

2.10 Pre-application discussions have been ongoing with Stroud District Council planning and 

conservation officers since July 2016, and approximately five meetings have been held, 

in addition to site visits.   

 

2.11 In addition, meetings have been held with the Standish Partnership Board (which 

comprises district council officers and Parish Councillors), and approximately five 

meetings have been held with the Partnership Board. 
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2.12 Throughout the engagement process and open dialogue with officers and councillors, the 

proposals have been modified extensively over several iterations in order to respond to 

feedback.  Further detail is contained within the Design and Access Statement which 

accompanies this application. 

 

Public Engagement 

 

2.13 The applicant has undertaken comprehensive engagement throughout the application 

process, as summarised below: 

 

 Presentation to Standish Parish Council at the village hall to discuss the proposals on 

29th September 2016 and again on 18th May 2017; 

 

 An open afternoon was held onsite for the local residents on 24th November 2016, 

with a guided tour of the Standish House and the estate provided by the consultant 

team; 

 

 A public exhibition was held at Standish Village Hall on 27th and 28th January 2017. A 

press release was issued and invitations were sent to: 88 local addresses; Stonehouse 

and Hardwicke ward councillors; Standish Parish council; and the exhibition was 

advertised in the Standish Parish Newsletter, and local newspapers the Stroud News 

and Journal, and Stroud Life.  A tour of the site was provided for the local press on 

the morning of Friday 27th January,  which was followed by a councillor pre-view of 

the exhibition at 12.30pm, and then the public exhibition 1pm - 6pm, and then again 

on Saturday 9am – 12pm.  Feedback forms were available at the exhibition, to be 

completed on the day, or taken away and posted back to the planning agent.  A total 

of 11 feedback forms were received and are included at Appendix 3.  

 

2.14 Copies of the invitation/flyer, distribution map and press release are included at Appendix 

1 of this report, the exhibition boards at Appendix 2 and the feedback forms at Appendix 

3 Feedback received through the public consultation is summarised in the following 

section. 

 

Feedback 

 

2.15 Comments expressed through the consultation process were generally supportive, with 

people pleased to see proposals to bring the building and estate back into use and a long-

term use secured.  A summary of responses received is provided below: 
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 Pleased to see proposals to restore the Listed buildings and estate site, following over 

a decade of vacancy and neglect; 

 

 Identification of key opportunities to improve footpaths, cycle paths, bridleways and 

connections across the site; 

 

 Support for improved landscaping and management of the site; 

 

 Support for the provision of new housing, particularly if this can contribute to local 

need.  Several local residents would be interested in purchasing a property on the 

site; 

 

 Some concern about increased traffic generation; 

 

 Suggestion that the proposals could involve a reduction in the speed limit on 

Horsemarling Lane, and/or the integration of speed calming measures (which have 

been incorporated into the scheme – see the Transport Statement for further detail); 

 

 Would like to see improved local bus connections; and 

 

 Impact on ecology, wildlife and trees must be mitigated, and measures introduced to 

protect and enhance these on the site. 

 

2.16 The feedback received through public consultation has been incorporated into the final 

proposals and design, and more detail is provided in the Design and Access Statement 

submitted with this planning application.   
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3.0 CONCLUSIONS AND RESPONSE TO PUBLIC CONSULTATION 

 

3.1 This statement with appendices provides detail on the applicant’s consultation with the 

community during the formulation of the planning application.  The approach was 

discussed with officers at SDC and is in accordance with the Council’s guidance contained 

in the Statement of Community Involvement. 

 

3.2 The feedback received from the public during and following the exhibition has been 

considered by the applicant in the formulation of the final proposals, in particular the 

inclusion of community uses in the proposals. 

 

3.3 The illustrative masterplan that supports the planning application has evolved and 

incorporates amendments which reflect the feedback received from the public.  Further 

detail on design evolution is provided in the Design and Access Statement submitted with 

this application. 
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The exhibition is taking place on: 
Friday 27th January 2017, 2pm – 6pm 
Saturday 28th January 2017, 9am – midday

At: Standish Village Hall, Standish Lane,  
Standish, Stonehouse GL10 3DW

Dear resident, we want to make sure your views are heard and as 
such would like to invite you to attend a public exhibition to outline 
our proposals for development at Standish Hospital, Gloucestershire.

S TA N D I S H  H O S PI TA L 
D EV E LO P M E N T
Public Exhibition



jean.moloney
Oval



PRESS RELEASE

The draft proposals include the conversion of the Grade II listed 
Standish House and stable block together with two Art Deco style 
ward buildings and the gate lodge on Horsemarling Lane. 

The firm, which has 35 years experience in rescuing and 
converting heritage architecture across the country, is also 
proposing to save the site’s distinctive hydrotherapy pool which 
was previously considered for demolition.

The work, together with extensive improvements to the grounds, 
including new footpaths and enhanced green spaces across the 
site, would be supported by ‘enabling development’ of new build 
homes designed specifically for the location.

Steve Alcock, P J Livesey Group Land Manager said:
“The hospital has been closed since 2004 and there is an urgency 
to act now before the buildings are beyond repair.

“We were appointed development partner in June last year 
and since then have been working closely with the Homes and 
Communities Agency as landowner, together with the District 
Council and local groups to find a way forward. We have enjoyed 
working with all parties so far as there is genuine affection for the 
site locally and a desire to secure it’s future.

“We believe our plans will not only preserve and give new life to 
some really lovely, character buildings that span the centuries, but 
will create sensitive new homes and open up the 32 acre site to a 
much wider community.

“We want to find the very best solution and are keen to receive 
views on our proposals.”

PLANS REVEALED FOR 
REDUNDANT HOSPITAL SITE

Under the proposed plans Standish House would be converted to 
create 16 apartments, the stable block into five houses and both 
ward buildings would be divided vertically to create a total of 26 
distinctive homes. The conversion work would be supported by 
around 87 new build homes.

The proposals can be viewed online at: www.pjlivesey-group.co.uk

Standish House and stable block were built as part of Lord 
Sherbourne’s estate around 1830 and he lived here for 20 years 
before the property was rented out.

In 1914 the grand house was offered as a hospital and it opened 
with 100 beds. Its elevated position on the edge of the Cotswold 
Escarpment made it an ideal location for TB patients and in 1922 it 
was converted to a sanatorium to provide specialist treatment.

It remained as a hospital transferring to the NHS in 1948 and 
closed in 2004 with services transferred to the Gloucestershire 
Royal Hospital.

Press contact: 
Jill Burdett 
07812 338808
jillburdett@hotmail.com

Issued: Jan 27th 2016
Standish Hospital, Stroud.

Specialist developer the P J Livesey Group has revealed 
plans for the sensitive redevelopment of the former 
Standish Hospital site near Stroud.



PRESS RELEASE

Landscape
Retain and enhance the historical landscape; integrate the high 
quality landscape to enhance the immediate and wider setting for 
the community; redefine courtyard spaces and provide shared 
amenity space.

Spatial organisation
High quality design; single North-South curved route through the 
site; defined character areas.

Form and Scale
Standish House forms the centre of the new development; mature 
landscape; retained public footpaths running through and around 
the site.

Views and Vistas
Landscape design maximises the surrounding views; visual and 
physical connection with the heart of the site; views out to the 
Cotswold’s AONB.

KEY DESIGN PRINCIPLES

SITE HISTORY

• Standish House and stables were built around 1830 as part of 
Lord Sherbourne’s estate in Gloucestershire. 

• From 1853 to the 1884 the house was leased to Richard 
Potter, chairman of the Great Western Railway Co, 
whose second child Martha, later Baroness Passfield, was 
instrumental in the formation of the Fabian Society. 

• In 1914 Standish House was lent by Lord Sherbourne as a 
hospital and opened in 1915 as the early Westbridge Hospital 
with 100 beds. 

• In 1920 Standish House and grounds were bought by the 
Gloucestershire Joint Committee for Tuberculous for use as a 
sanatorium. 

• In 1922 the institution opened with 140 beds 

• In 1925 the site was extended with a new Medical 
Superintendent’s house, new boys block and school room, 
extended toddlers and girls block, new maids block and new 
staff quarters added in a long building. 

• By 1945 the distinctive curved building to the South had been 
built together with a rectangular block to the North East of 
the main house. By 1952 the L-shaped block that is still used 
as the Westbridge Hospital had been built. 

• 1948 the hospital transferred to the NHS 

• 1989 A new 25-bed ward was added to the site 

• 1992 Moves to transfer services to the Gloucestershire Royal 
Hospital were opposed 

• 1996 Standish Action Group continued to campaign to 
keep local services and highlighted the lack of investment in 
maintenance to the buildings and grounds 
 
March 2014 Site transferred to the Homes and Communities 
Agency  (HCA) 

• October 2014 HCA begin an inquiry by design 

• June 2015 Stroud District Council adopts the planning 
concept 

• December 2015 HCA bring the Standish site to market 

• June 2016 P J Livesey appointed as development partner
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APPENDIX 2 

INVITATION, ADVERT AND EXHIBITION BOARDS



The purpose of this public exhibition is to show 
you our draft proposals for the redevelopment 
of Standish Hospital. The proposals include 
the sensitive conversion of Standish House, 
the Stable Block, Women’s Ward, Men’s Ward, 
hydrotherapy pool and the gate lodge.  This 
work, together with improvements to the 
grounds, will be supported by new build 
residential ‘enabling development’. 
 
The exhibition has been organised to allow you 

The Homes and Communities Agency (HCA) 
helps create successful communities by making 
more homes and business premises available to 

INTRODUCTION HOMES AND COMMUNITIES AGENCY (HCA)  

The proposals are brought forward by the P J 
Livesey Group, development partners to the 
Homes & Communities Agency. Together we 
have been working for some time to create the 
most appropriate scheme for the site. 
 
For over 35 years the P J Livesey Group has 
been at the forefront of specialist property 
development and restoration, taking a 
determined approach to put quality first every 
time. We have built our reputation through the 
painstaking renovation of some of the finest 
period properties in the country. Our vision grew 
to include new build developments, combining 

P J Livesey has appointed an experienced team of  technical advisors to assess the site and 
develop the draft masterplan. This includes the following members who are here today:

WHO ARE WE?

to view information on the background to the 
development along with further detail on the 
draft masterplan, technical issues and to ask us 
any questions you may have. 

We welcome your feedback on the proposals 
which you can provide today by completing a 
comment card or by contacting us by email or 
phone.

the renovation of a period property with the 
construction of new housing within its grounds. 
Our central design philosophy has remained the 
same throughout our growth: to look holistically 
at the di�culties of successfully converting 
buildings and to provide a single solution that 
covers aesthetics, design, construction, costs, 
interior design, furniture and fittings.  

WELCOME TO 
THE EXHIBITION1

the residents and businesses who need them. We 
also regulate social housing providers in England.

Vectos is an innovative provider of transport 
planning and infrastructure design services to the 
development industry. Our projects range from 
small residential schemes to major mixed use and 
infrastructure projects.

P-IE (Planit Intelligent Environments) is a design 
practice who have been turning outside spaces into 
places for people to explore, engage with and most 
importantly enjoy, for over two decades.

Barton Willmore is the UK’s leading independent 
planning and design consultancy. From our 12 o�ces 
nationwide we combine national influence with local 
knowledge to o�er you the very best advice.

RSK is a specialist environmental, health and safety 
consultancy delivering industry-leading services and 
guidance to its customers.

SITE AERIAL PLAN



The aerial plan illustrates the former hospital site, 
mostly previously developed land, and totalling 
approximately 13ha (32 acres) in size. The site 
ceased being used as hospital in 2004, and in 
March 2014 was transferred from the NHS to 
the HCA.

Adjoining this is Westridge, originally part of the 
main hospital but separated when this closed in 
2004.  Westridge is approximately 2ha (5 acres) 
in size, and remains an operational residential 
care facility for young adults with learning 
di�culties.

The main hospital site comprises a number 
of buildings associated with the former use 
that were built between 1818 and the 1980s, 
including listed buildings, which will be retained 
and converted for residential use as part of the 
redevelopment proposals. 

The site is located on the edge of the Cotswold 
Escarpment to the northwest of Stroud and 
approximately 2km northeast of Stonehouse, 
in the rural parish of Standish. The sites form 
part of the ‘Escarpment Landscape Character 
Area’ within the Cotswolds Area of Outstanding 
Natural Beauty (AONB). Standish Wood is 
located 300m to the east. Parts of the sites a�ord 
far reaching views across the Severn Valley.

The site is reached via a sweeping access road. 
Despite it’s rural location, Stonehouse town 
centre, with its community facilities, shops 
and railway station is within a 30 minute walk.  
Stonehouse railway station provides regular 
train services providing direct links to London 
Paddington, Swindon, and Gloucester. Frequent 
bus services operate between Stonehouse, 
Gloucester and Stroud; a stop is located 

STANDISH HOSPITAL

WOMEN’S WARD
(WARD G)

MEN’S WARD
(WARD C)

STABLE BLOCK STANDISH HOUSE HYDROTHERAPY
BUILDING

THE SURROUNDING AREA

Standish House and stable block were built as 
part of Lord Sherborne’s estate, and are Grade 
II listed. Although in a poor state of repair they 
retain a good number of period features. Other 
notable buildings on site include the Men’s Ward 
built in 1938 and the Women’s Ward built 
between 1944 and 1947, together with the 
hydrotherapy building, built between 1974 and 
1977.

Initial discussions with the NHS indicate that the 
Westridge Hospital may close soon and there 
may be an opportunity to bring the Westridge 
land within to our proposals for Standish. To 
allow for this eventuality, we have prepared 
a masterplan that covers both Standish and 
Westridge hospitals to demonstrate how 
the wider site can be comprehensively re-
development. It is proposed to submit a planning 
and listed building consent application to Stroud 
District Council later this year.

approximately 15 minutes’ walk from the sites. 
In terms of vehicular connections, the M5 
motorway (via junctions 12 and 13) links the site 
to Bristol and Gloucester.

THE SITE & 
SURROUNDING AREA2

GLOUCESTER 
25 MINS

BRISTOL 
30 MINS

SITE

STROUD TOWN 
CENTRE

STONE HOUSE 
TOWN CENTRE

TRAIN STATION

BUS 
STOPS

M5 JUNCTION 12 
5MINS

AREA OF OUT-
STANDING NATURAL 

BEAUTY

LOCATION PLAN



HISTORY 
OF THE SITE

An aerial photograph of the hospital taken in 1945 
suggests that by the time of the Second World War the 
hospital had expanded to fill a similar footprint to that 
which survives today. The distinctive curved building in 
the South had been constructed as had the rectangular 
block North East of the main house. The long sta� 
block which was constructed in 1924 to the North is 
clearly identifiable, and remains in place today. By 1952 
the L-shaped block of what is still used as the Westridge 
Hospital is also clearly visible.

A house was built for the Medical Superintendent, the 
Toddler’s and Girl’s block was extended and a Boy’s 
block and schoolroom were constructed. The original 
children’s block was enlarged and turned into the Surgical 
block with an adjacent Theatre and Plaster room. These 
extensions necessitated the erection of a Maid’s block in 
the gardens and a Sta� Block was built close to Roadway 
Farm. The institution had its own water supply from a 
spring at Morton Hall Farm and its own sewage disposal 
works. Electricity and heat were generated by boilers 
located below the patient’s dining hall.

Standish House was constructed as a country retreat 
as part of James Dunnton, Lord Sherbourne’s estate in 
Gloucestershire. Built from rendered brick, the House 
stands on elevated ground looking Eastwards across the 
estate framed with fine specimen trees and shrubs.

The House and the surrounding 30 acres of grounds 
were leased by Lord Sherbourne to Mr Richard Potter, 
Director of Price & Co. of Gloucester, timber merchants. 
A man of apparently wide ranging industrial interests, 
Potter was chairman of the Great Western Railway Co. 
and Director of the Hudson Bay Co.

The hospital was threatened with closure, and the 
Gloucestershire Health Authority proposed moving the 
service to Gloucestershire Royal Hospital. A local action 
group was launched to save the site.

The hospital received a £500,000 cash boost.

The Standish Action Group continued to campaign to 
raise funds and awareness in order to keep the small but 
popular local hospital open. They highlighted that lack 
of funding had resulted in a lack of maintenance to the 
buildings and grounds.

Site transferred to HCA.

HCA undertake enquiry by design.

Adoption of planning concept statement by Stroud 
District Council.

HCA market Standish.

PJL appointed as development partner.

Martha Beatrice, Richard’s 8th child was born, the second 
of his ten children to be born at Standish. She would be 
followed by Richard in 1862 and Rosalind in 1865. Martha 
Beatrice Potter, later Webb, (Baroness Passfield) would 
become a great economist, socialist and social reformer 
who was instrumental in the formation of the Fabian 
Society. In her 1926 book entitled “My Apprenticeship” 
she described Standish House thus: “it was in all its 
domestic arrangements typical of the mid-Victorian 
capitalist.”

The House was leased again, this time to a widow named 
Mrs Annie Poole King, and her family.

Standish House was lent by Lord Sherborne for a 
hospital in November 1914, but as the house required 
to be put in order, it did not open until 13 May 1915. 
This hospital was furnished by loans arranged by the 
detachments at Wootton-under-Edge, Dursley, Berkeley, 
Stonehouse, Frampton, Haresfield, Quedgeley, Painswick 
and Woodchester; with these detachments also supplying 
the personnel. Most of the theatre equipment was lent 
by one Dr Ho�man. Standish House opened as the early 
Westbridge Hospital with 100 beds.

Standish House and grounds was purchased by the 
Gloucestershire Joint (City and County) Committee for 
Tuberculosis, which had been founded in 1912 to combat 
the spread of the disease and make sanatoria available for 
the recuperation of su�erers. The House is perched on 
an outcrop, exposed to prevailing winds, and therefore 
was felt to be ideally placed to provide the forms of 
treatments used for TB at the time.

New blocks for men’s and women’s accommodation and 
recreation rooms were constructed and the existing 
orthopaedic block was reorganised to house the 
children’s ward.

The National Health Service (NHS) was founded.

The orthopaedic ward and the wooden ‘B’ block were 
closed and demolished in January 1989. A new 25 bed 
ward was added to the site

1853

1992

1993

1996

Mar. 2014

Oct. 2014

June 2015

Dec. 2015

June 2016

circa 
1830

1858

1884

1914

1920

1922

1925

1945

1948

1989

1920 -
1922

The Institution was opened with 140 beds on 7 July 1922.

The 1938 map demonstrates the extensive amount of 
building which had taken place, with several new blocks 
surrounding the original house. Many of these have since 
been demolished or replaced with newer buildings on 
similar footprints. In particular, the distinctive building 
located to South-East with it curved frontage has yet to 
be constructed, though a block of similar size was located 
in this location in 1938.

3



4 OPPORTUNITIES 
& CONSTRAINTS

PROW

LANDSCAPE, ECOLOGY, TREES AND VIEWS LANDSCAPE OPPORTUNITIES

• Protect landscape on approach

• Retain/enhance orchard

• Opportunity for detached residential 
screened by existing trees

• Maximise views 

• Potential for pedestrian route
• Improvement to condition of landscape
• Relocate badger setts 

• Retain / enhance gardens
• Provide views and setting for Standish House 

and building G 

• Retain / enhance gardens surrounding 
Standish House

• Potential for woodland walking area 

• Potential to create new development 
focussed around stable courtyard

• Benefits from views over existing gardens 

• Retain existing landscape
• Provides space / setting for Building C and 

new buildings 

• Potential ‘village green’ landscape
• Parking area for building C 

• Central courtyard
• Provides focus for development 

• Potential development overlooking central 
courtyard

• Potential car parking / shared surface
• Terminates views
• Focus for new buildings 

• New buildings – set within hillside – single 
aspect – parking at ground floor 

• New buildings – focus on views to the west

SITE OPPORTUNITIES



5 DESIGN 
EVOLUTION

PUBLIC CONSULTATION WALK
NOVEMBER 2016

INITIAL DESIGN PROPOSALS
FEBRUARY 2016

HCA PLANNING CONCEPT
JUNE 2015

• Refurbishment of two former hospital 
buildings, the former stable block, two workers 
cottages and the lodge

• Car parking is provided in discrete courtyards 
away from the key heritage elements

• Existing trees will be retained where 
appropriate

• The natural pond and watercourse will be 
enhanced to improve biodiversity

• Protection and enhancement of flaura 
and fauna

• Connections through the site via a series of 
formal and informal footpaths 

• Retained the Listed buildings
• Established the principle of enabling 

development in selected parcels of previous 
development.

• Wards C and G were retained and could be 
restored and converted if this is shown to be 
viable 

• Sets out the areas of the historic garden and 
the landscape framework that will need to be 
re-established and enhanced

• Facilitated public access through the site by 
incorporating areas of public open space

• General review of layout due to levels, aspect 
and accessibility

• Retention and refurbishment of hydrotherapy 
building (Building I) - previously considered to 
be demolished

• Main spine road realigned to move vehicles 
away from the listed Standish house

• Pedestrian only route is maintained in front of 
the listed building in existing alignment

• Removal of worker’s cottages to create better 
visibility of bridleway / northern entrance

Historic England (the Government’s body that 
looks after the historic environment) define 
Enabling Development as:

“Development that would be unacceptable in 
planning terms but for the fact that it would 
bring heritage benefits sufficient to justify it being 
carried out, and which could not otherwise be 
achieved.

A typical example would be the construction of 
houses where planning policy would normally 
prohibit them, the profits from which would pay 
for repairs to a heritage asset.  

The principle of enabling development at the 
Standish Hospital site has support from Stroud 
District Council and stakeholders through the 
adopted Planning Concept Statement, which 
identifies the key place making principles arising 
from public consultation. 

This means we can only provide as much new 
development as is needed to ensure the repair 

WHAT IS ENABLING DEVELOPMENT? ENABLING DEVELOPMENT AT STANDISH

The heritage benefits of the proposed 
development should outweigh the dis-benefits of 
departing from the development plan or from 
national planning policies.”

National planning policy requires that local 
planning authorities make an assessment as to 
whether the benefits of a proposal for enabling 
development (which would otherwise conflict 
with planning policies) would secure the future 
conservation of a heritage asset and therefore 
outweigh any dis-benefits of departing from 
those policies.

and restoration of the listed and historic buildings 
across the site – ensuring their survival through 
the creation of a long-term viable uses. 

Where new homes are proposed, they will be 
sensitively located within the mature landscape, 
providing enclosure and reducing visual impact 
whilst also enabling filtered views of the wider 
landscape.

P J LIVESEY PROPOSALS

Following the Enquiry by Design the HCA agreed the planning concept statement with Stroud District Council. 

Using this as our starting point the Masterplan has evolved as our understanding of the site has improved.



6 DEVELOPMENT 
PRINCIPLES

KEY DESIGN PRINCIPLES

SPATIAL ORGANISATIONLANDSCAPE

COMMUNITY CONSULTATION / PUBLIC WALKAROUND PUBLIC ACCESS AND FOOTPATHS

FORM AND SCALE VIEWS AND VISTAS

• Retain and enhance the historical landscape 
features

• Integrate the high quality landscape to enhance 
the immediate and wider setting for the 
community

• Redefine courtyard spaces and provide shared 
amenity space

• A high quality design approach is expected for 
all buildings

• A single north to south spine curves through 
the site

• Defined character areas

• Standish House forms the centre of the new 
development

• Sensitively located within the mature landscape
• Retained public footpaths running through and 

around the site

• Landscape design maximises the surrounding 
views through the establishment of perimeter 
footpaths

• Encouraged visual and physical connection with 
the heart of the site

• Views out to the Cotswolds AONB

KEY

Vehicular Access

Pedestrian Access

Primary Vehicular Route

Secondary Vehicular Route 

Drives/ Lanes

Proposed / Existing Enhanced Footpaths
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7 MASTERPLAN

ILLUSTRATIVE MASTERPLAN

A A

PROPOSED 
DWELLING

REAR GARDENS EXISTING 
LANDSCAPE

CENTRAL SQUAREEXISTING LANDSCAPE FOR WALKING AND 
AMENITY USE

EXISTING STANDISH 
HOUSE

WOODLAND 
PATH

FOOTPATH VEHICULAR /
PEDESTRIAN 

ACCESS

B

EXISTING 
BUILDING G

PRO-
POSED 
DWELL-

ING

SEMI-PRIVATE 
AREA

FRONT 
GARDEN

REAR TERRACE EXISTING 
LANDSCAPE

EXISTING LANDSCAPE 
FOR AMENITY USE

EXISTING LANDSCAPE 
FOR AMENITY USE

ACCESS 
ROAD

B

UNIT NUMBERS:
Conversion - 50
Newbuild - 87
Newbuild On Westridge (Potential) - 17



8 CONVERSION

WARD C - 12 HOUSES STABLE BLOCK - 5 HOUSES

WARD G - 14 HOUSES

MAIN BUILDING - 16 APARTMENTS



9 NEW BUILD

TRADITIONAL TYPOLOGY

MODERN TYPOLOGY

At present, the elevations to the New Build 
housing are still in abeyance. We are exploring 
two different styles, either a modern style or a 
traditional aesthetic using a palette of materials, 
glazing bars and architectural features which 
mimic the retained buildings on site.

We are also developing a modern style of 
housing which reflects the materials and design 
ambitions of today. This would include large 
windows which offer striking views to the West 
and materials which compliment and contrast 
with the retained buildings on site.

The palette of materials has been reduced to 
three materials:
• White render
• Cotswold stone
• Slate roof

The palette of materials could also include:
• Modern linear brick
• Timber cladding
• Grey cladding



10 LANDSCAPE / 
ESTATE

KEY LANDSCAPE FEATURES

INSPIRATION

FEEDBACK - PLEASE PROVIDE YOUR COMMENTS ON THE FORMS PROVIDED. THANK YOU.

IMMEDIACY WITH NATURE

HABITAT & BIODIVERSITY

COMMUNITY

VIEWS & LEVELS
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APPENDIX 3 

RESPONSES RECEIVED 



FORMER STANDISH HOSPITAL FEEDBACK FORM  

Thank you for taking the time to visit our exhibition today. We would very much like to hear 
your thoughts on the proposals and for you to let us know what your priorities are. We would 
be grateful if you could take a few moments to complete this feedback form and leave it in 
the box by the exit. Continue overleaf if required.  

How important are following aspects of the proposals to you?  
(1 being not very important and 5 being very important - please tick) 

1. Bringing Standish House and Estate back into use

□ 1 □ 2 □ 3 □ 4 □ 5

2. Family housing

□ 1 □ 2 □ 3 □ 4 □ 5

3. High quality design and materials

□ 1 □ 2 □ 3 □ 4 □ 5

4. Landscaped open space

□ 1 □ 2 □ 3 □ 4 □ 5

5. Pedestrian Footpaths

□ 1 □ 2 □ 3 □ 4 □ 5

6. History of the site integrated into the scheme

□ 1 □ 2 □ 3 □ 4 □ 5

7. Please feel free to suggest ideas for community projects / new services /
infrastructure which could benefit from contributions

…………………………………………………………..………………………………………………………….………………
………………………………………….………………………………………………………….……. 

8. Based on feedback to date we have initially proposed a number of “history
boards” positioned throughout the site to explain it’s evolution to the present
day.  Would you support this proposal?

□ Yes   □ No

9. Any other comments
…………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………..………………
………………………………………….………………………………………………………….……..…………………………
………………………….……………………………………………………………………………………………………………
………….………………………………………………………….…………..……………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………….…………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………. 

Thank you for taking the time to provide your feedback. To provide additional feedback 
please email or post your responses to: 

Jean.moloney@bartonwillmore.co.uk/Barton Willmore, 101 Victoria Street, Bristol, BS1 6PU 
We would be grateful if all comments could be received by 10th Feb 2017. 
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