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1 EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

1. This report presents the results of bird surveys carried out at Standish Hospital, 

Gloucestershire (Ordnance Survey Grid Reference SO 816 067), specifically 

breeding bird surveys that were carried out between 31st May and 12th July 2014 

by James Pattenden on behalf of RSK. 

 

2. The site supports an assemblage of species which are typical of overgrown 

amenity grassland located in the countryside. The red-listed House Sparrow, 

amber-listed Dunnock and Swift and BAP Song Thrush were all recorded. 

However, there was no species listed on Schedule 1 of the Wildlife and 

Countryside Act 1981, though there was a noteworthy sizable Jackdaw 

population.  

 

3. The species recorded on the site were mainly situated towards the margins of 

site or on the buildings. All birds are protected during nesting under Wildlife and 

Countryside Act 1981 hence any scrub or vegetation removal should only take 

place outside of breeding bird season (March to June inclusive) to ensure no 

nests are disturbed.  

 

4. Where possible, scrub should be retained to limit any affect on breeding bird 

populations. If any suitable nesting areas i.e. buildings are demolished then 

adequate nest boxes should be provided to compensate the red-list species such 

as the House Sparrow.  
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2 INTRODUCTION 

2.1 Purpose of the Report 

Breeding bird surveys were carried out on behalf of the Homes and Communities 

Agency to provide information regarding management of the site. This report 

presents the results of three breeding bird surveys undertaken at Standish Hospital 

from May to July 2014. Figure 1 shows the location of the site.  

2.2 Ecological Context 

The site is in a rural part of Gloucestershire, bounded on all sides by agricultural 

land, largely comprising cattle-grazed pasture. The edge of Stonehouse lies 

approximately 120 m to the south-west, and the M5 motorway lies approximately 0.9 

km to the west. The edge of Standish Woods lies approximately 90 m to the north-

east, which is designated as Ruscombe Woods Key Wildlife Site (KWS) and 

incorporates part if the Cotswold Way. The site is a former hospital which has 

become overgrown and derelict over the last 10 years or more. It comprises derelict 

buildings, overgrown amenity planting, a pond, scrub and pockets of broad-leaved 

woodland.  

2.3 Structure 

The remainder of this report is structured as follows: 

• Section 3 describes survey and evaluation methods; 

• Section 4 gives the results; 

• Section 5 evaluates the results and gives conclusions; 

• Section 6 gives references; and 

• Section 7 contains the figures. 

 

Appendices A - C contain species-lists, legislation and EOAC criteria. 
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3 METHODOLOGY 

3.1 Objectives 

The objectives of the breeding bird survey were to: 

• identify the distribution of breeding birds across the site; 

• locate any birds protected under Schedule 1 of The Wildlife and Countryside Act 

1981; and 

• identify any species for which special mitigation may be required. 

3.2 Breeding Bird Survey 

The survey methodology is based on the Common Bird Census (CBC) methodology 

devised jointly by the British Trust for Ornithology (BTO), the Royal Society for the 

Protection of Birds (RSPB) and the Joint Nature Conservancy Council (JNCC), 

(Gilbert et al. 1998). All surveys were undertaken early in the morning at or just after 

sunrise to coincide with the period of peak bird activity.  A route was walked 

incorporating all features that may function as nesting bird habitat within the site. All 

birds seen or heard were recorded onto base maps along with notes of behaviour 

that may indicate breeding. 

Three detailed surveys were undertaken in May, June and July. 

3.3 Limitations 

Surveys were undertaken at the ideal time of year and during good weather for 

breeding bird surveys.  A table of all weather data is shown in Section 4. 

 

In spite of the good conditions, it is not realistic to expect to record every bird using 

site during survey visits.  However, the surveys were sufficient to record any 

important assemblages, and to identify areas of particular interest. 

3.4 Criteria for Evaluation 

3.4.1 Determination of Breeding Status 

The breeding status of each species is classified into three categories: Confirmed 

breeding; Probable breeding; and Possible breeding.  The behaviour, sex, age and 

location of individual birds allow conclusions to be drawn about breeding status, 

based on categories devised by the European Ornithology Atlas Committee (EOAC), 

1979.  It is also possible that species are merely present in a habitat and are not 

actually breeding.  Breeding evidence used in this report follows EOAC guidelines, 

1979 and these are given in Appendix C.  Birds not thought to be breeding and birds 

flying-over are classed as non-breeding. 

3.4.2 Species Richness 

Fuller (1980) measured the diversity of a sites breeding assemblage using certain 

criteria for a simple site assessment. This gives an assessment of importance 
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according to the following categories - Local (25-49 species), County (50-69 

species), Regional (70-84 species) and National (85+ species). 

3.4.3 Identification of Birds of Conservation Concern 

A number of criteria are available to determine the conservation status of those bird 

species recorded.  These criteria aid in evaluating the function of the site for breeding 

birds and thus the value of the breeding bird assemblage.  The most appropriate of 

these are: 

• The Birds Directive - Directive 2009/147/EC of the European Parliament and of 

the Council of 30 November 2009 on the conservation of wild birds (this is the 

codified version of Directive 79/409/EEC as amended) is the EU’s oldest piece of 

nature legislation and one of the most important, creating a comprehensive 

scheme of protection for all wild bird species naturally occurring in the Union. It 

was adopted unanimously by the Members States in 1979 as a response to 

increasing concern about the declines in Europe's wild bird populations resulting 

from pollution, loss of habitats as well as unsustainable use. It was also in 

recognition that wild birds, many of which are migratory, are a shared heritage of 

the Member States and that their effective conservation required international co-

operation.  The Birds Directive bans activities that directly threaten birds, such as 

the deliberate killing or capture of birds, the destruction of their nests and taking 

of their eggs, and associated activities such as trading in live or dead birds. 

• Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 Schedule 1 Species – All bird species are 

protected from intentionally killing and injuring, and from the destruction of nests, 

eggs and dependent young.  Schedule 1 species are also protected from 

disturbance whilst nesting or attempting to make a nest. 

• Birds of Conservation Concern 3 (Eaton et al. 2009) – Under this approach bird 

populations are assessed, using quantitative criteria, to determine the population 

status of each species and then placed on one of three lists: Red, Amber or 

Green.  Red list species are of high conservation concern, being either globally 

threatened, having historical UK population declines between 1800 and 1995 or 

a rapid population decline or breeding range contraction by 50% or more in the 

last 25 years.  Amber list species are of medium conservation concern due to a 

number of factors, for example having suffered between 25% and 49% 

contraction of UK breeding range or a 25-49% reduction in breeding or non-

breeding populations over the last 25 years.  Species that have a five year mean 

of 1-300 breeding pairs (bp) in the UK or an unfavourable European 

conservation status or for which the breeding population in the UK represents 

20% or more of the European breeding populations are also listed on the Amber 

list.  Green list species have a favourable conservation status. 

• National and Local Biodiversity Action Plans (BAP) – The United Kingdom BAP 

(UK Biodiversity Steering Group 1995, reviewed 2007) lists a number of bird 

species of conservation concern, for which national targets and priorities have 

been set in order to address those species’ needs.  In June 2007 after a review 

of the UK BAP an additional 22 priority bird species were added to the list of 

species for which Species Action Plans (SAPs) will be prepared.  The 

Leicestershire and Rutland Local Biodiversity Action Plan lists species for which 

conservation targets exist within the local area.  An action plan for each of these 
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species has been developed to set specific, measurable, achievable, realistic 

and time bounded targets for the conservation of these species.   

3.5 Importance Thresholds 

When assessing the importance of sites used by birds a system was developed and 

thresholds set where if 1% of a species (or subspecies) population is represented at 

a site then the site is important for this species for the size of the population (Fuller, 

1980). For example where a site supports 1% of the international population the site 

is important at international level, where a site supports 1% of the national population 

the site is important at the national level etc. 

 

We have adopted these thresholds of importance in assessing the importance of 

some breeding species indentified during these surveys. For example if 1% of a 

species breeding population is identified at any population size then it is important at 

that level. 

3.6 Nomenclature 

The nomenclature for common and scientific names and the taxonomic ordering of 

species accounts follows that contained in The British List: A checklist of Birds of 

Britain (7th edition), Dudley et al. 2006, also taking into account amendments that 

have been made by the British Ornithological Union (BOU) since it was published. 
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4 RESULTS 

4.1 Survey Dates and Weather  

The dates of the surveys and general weather conditions are shown in Table 4.1. 

Table 4.1: Dates of Breeding Bird Surveys and the Weather Conditions 

Survey Visit Dates Survey Type Weather 

1 31
st
 May 2014 BBS  Cloud: 6, Wind: 2, Temp: 15° 

2 21
st
 June 2014 BBS Cloud: 2, Wind: 1, Temp: 16° 

3 12
th

 July 2014 BBS  Cloud: 3, Wind: 2, Temp: 15° 

 

4.2 Summary of Survey Results   

Figures for the May, June and July surveys detailing survey results are presented on 

Figures 2, 3 and 4 respectively. 

 

Twenty five species were recorded – of these twenty two species were confirmed 

breeding, probable breeding or possible breeding.  A complete species list 

summarising the breeding status, based on the EOAC criteria is presented in 

Appendix A. 

4.2.1 Breeding Status 

Interpreting the data using the EOAC criteria, 1 species (4%) is confirmed as 

breeding, 6 (24%) are categorised as probable breeding species and 15 (60%) as 

possible breeding species.  In addition, 3 species (12%) are categorised as either 

non-breeding species or were simply recorded flying over the site.   

4.2.2 Non-breeding  

May 31st – during the May survey the peak count of birds were: Canada goose – 1. 

 

July 12th – during the July survey the peak counts of birds were: Buzzard – 3 and 

Swift - 2. 

4.2.3 Birds of Conservation Concern  

Of all the bird species recorded, none are listed on Annex 1 on the EU Birds 

Directive, Schedule 1 on the Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 but four are Species 

of Conservation Concern and their associated conservation and breeding status are 

presented in Table 4.2.3a.   
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Table 4.2.3a: Bird Species Recorded during the Breeding Bird Surveys of Conservation Concern, their Conservation Status and their Breeding Status  

English name Scientific name BoCC 

Red / Amber 

UK or Local BAP Species Summary Breeding Status 

Swift Apus apus Amber  Recorded during the final visit only Migrant/ Non breeding 

Hedge Accentor Prunella modularis Amber UK & Gloucester Recorded on all three visits Possible Breeding 

Song Thrush Turdus philomelos  UK & Gloucester Recorded on all three visits Probable breeding 

House Sparrow Passer domesticus Red UK  Recorded on second and third visit  Probable Breeding 

 

A summary of the number of designated bird species recorded and their associated EOAC breeding status is given in Table 4.2.3b. 

 

Table 4.2.3b: A summary of the number of all the designated birds species recorded and their associated EOAC breeding status. 

Designation Confirmed Breeding Probable Breeding Possible Breeding Non Breeding Total 

BoCC Red List 0 1 0 0 1 

BoCC Amber List 0 0 1 1 2 

UK BAP 0 1 1 0 2 

No Designation 1 6 15 3 25 

      

Total 1 8 17 4  
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5 EVALUATION AND CONCLUSIONS 

5.1.1 Assemblage 

Twenty five species were recorded of which twenty two confirmed breeding, probable 

breeding or possible are breeding species.  The House sparrow is a red-listed 

species and also listed as Species of Principle Importance within Section 41 of the 

NERC Act 2006 and also listed as a Priority Species within the UK and Local 

Biodiversity Action Plan (BAP). Dunnock (Hedge accentor) is an amber-listed species 

also listed on the UK and Local BAP along with the Song Thrush. Swift are also 

amber-listed species.  

With the exceptions of Jackdaws, birds were generally present in low numbers over 

the site.  

Using the criteria set out by Fuller (1980) the site has a breeding bird assemblage 

that is of importance at a Local level (up to 25 species).  

The sites breeding bird assemblage including BoCC and BAP species is typical of an 

overgrown amenity area situated in the country.   

5.1.2 Other Species of Conservation Concern 

House Sparrow is a red-listed species due to habitat loss and changes in agricultural 

practices throughout the UK. If any suitable roosting areas for House Sparrows are to 

be removed from site replacement boxes should be erected. As they often nest under 

the eaves of houses and are gregarious so either several boxes should be placed 

side by side, or a box with sections in is ideal.  

5.2 Implications for Planning  

Based on the results of the survey it is clear that the majority of species are common 

species within the UK. Most species have nested towards the margins of site or 

around the buildings on site. As far as possible all scrub and suitable breeding 

habitat should be retained to limit the affect on birding bird populations. Providing any 

scrub removal, demolition and construction is carried out outside the breeding 

season (March to June inclusive) there should be minimal affects to the bird 

assemblage on site. If suitable habitat such as the pond and buildings are removed, 

then replacement nesting habitat should be provided in the form of nesting boxes.   
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Table A: All Bird Species Recorded during the Breeding Bird Surveys and their Breeding Status  

 

English name Scientific name BoCC 

Red / Amber 

UK or Local BAP Species Summary Breeding Status 

Canada Goose Branta canadensis   Recorded on the first visit only  Non Breeding 

Mallard  Anas platyrhynchos   Recorded on the first visit only  Possible Breeding 

Pheasant Phasianus colchicus   Recorded on the first visit only  Possible Breeding 

Buzzard Buteo buteo   Recorded sat in a tree on third visit only Non Breeding 

Common Wood Pigeon Columba palumbus   Recorded on all three visits  Probable Breeding 

Swift Apus apus Amber  Recorded on the third visit only  Migrant/ Non Breeding 

Green woodpecker Picus viridis   Recorded on second and third visits Possible Breeding 

Winter Wren  Troglodytes troglodytes   Recorded on the first and third visit, at least 4 pairs  Probable Breeding 

Hedge Accentor Prunella modularis Amber UK & Gloucester BAP Recorded on all three visits Possible Breeding 

European Robin  Erithacus rubecula   Recorded on all three visits Possible Breeding 

Common Blackbird Turdus merula   Recorded on all three visits, up to 5 pairs Confirmed Breeding 

Song Thrush Turdus philomelos  UK & Gloucester BAP Recorded on all three visits Probable Breeding 

Common Chiffchaff Phylloscopus collybita   Recorded on all three visits, up to 5 pairs Probable Breeding 

Blackcap Sylvia atricapilla   Recorded on the first and third visits.   Probable Breeding 

Long-tailed tit Aegithalos caudatus   Recorded on three visits Possible Breeding 

Blue Tit Cyanistes caeruleus   Recorded on all three visits Possible Breeding 

Great Tit Parus major   Recorded on third visit only  Possible Breeding 

Jay Garrulus glandarius   Recorded on the second and third visits Possible Breeding 

Black-billed Magpie Pica pica   Recorded on all three visits.  Possible Breeding 

Western Jackdaw Corvus monedula   Recorded on all three visits, up to 8 pairs Probable Breeding 

Carrion Crow Corvus corone   Recorded on all three visits, calling towards the centre of site.  Possible Breeding 

House sparrow Passer domesticus Red UK BAP Recorded on the second visit only  Probable Breeding 
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English name Scientific name BoCC 

Red / Amber 

UK or Local BAP Species Summary Breeding Status 

Chaffinch Fringilla coelebs   Recorded on the first visit only Possible Breeding 

Greenfinch Carduelis chloris   Recorded on the second and third visits Possible Breeding 

European Goldfinch Carduelis carduelis   Recorded on first two visits Possible Breeding 
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APPENDIX B 

Legislation 

All breeding birds are protected under Section 1 of The Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 (as 

amended).  This protection extends to intentionally killing and injuring, and to the destruction 

of nests, eggs and dependent young.  The only exceptions are with certain game species 

(listed in Schedule 2), which can be killed during specific seasons (see Section 2), and to 

certain pest species, which can be controlled under licence (Statutory Instrument 3010, 1986). 

 

Additional protection is offered to bird species listed on Schedule 1 of the Wildlife and 

Countryside Act 1981, which are protected for example, from disturbance whilst nesting or 

attempting to make a nest.  The Countryside and Rights of Way Act 2000 added reckless 

disturbance to intentional disturbance of Schedule 1 species as an offence.   

 

The above is a summary of the legislation and the original Acts and Schedules should be 

referred to for the precise wording. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



  

Homes and Communities Agency  17 

Standish Hospital: Breeding Bird Survey Report 

855476 

APPENDIX C 

Possible Breeding 

1. Species observed in breeding season in possible nesting habitat. 

2. Singing male(s) present (or breeding calls heard) in breeding season 

 

Probable Breeding 

1. Pair observed in suitable nesting habitat in breeding season 

2. Permanent territory presumed through registration of territorial behaviour (song, etc.) on at 

least two different days a week or more apart at the same place 

3. Courtship and display 

4. Visiting a probable nest site 

5. Agitated behaviour or anxiety calls from adults 

6. Brood patch on adult examined in the hand 

7. Nest building or excavating nest-hole 

 

Confirmed Breeding 

1. Distraction-display or injury feigning 

2. Used nest or eggshells found (occupied or laid within period of survey) 

3. Recently fledged young (nidicolous species) or downy young (nidifugous species) 

4. Adults entering or leaving nest-site in circumstances indicating occupied nest (including 

high nest or nest-holes, the contents of which can not be seen) or adult seen incubating 

5. Adult carrying faecal sac or food for young 

6. Nest containing eggs 

7. Nest with young seen or heard 
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