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Non-technical Summary 
  
  
S1 This report has been prepared by The Environmental Dimension Partnership Ltd (EDP) on 

behalf of PJ Livesey. It presents the results of an archaeological assessment of land at 
the former Standish Hospital.  

  
S2 The Site does not contain any designated or previously recorded non-designated 

archaeological remains, and none have been identified through an assessment of 
cartographic sources or a site walkover. The two Grade II listed buildings within the site 
are subject to a separate report. 
 

S3 It is considered that the site has a low potential to contain ‘low’ value features and 
deposits related to Roman, medieval and post-medieval farming practices. The site does 
have potential for remains relating to Victorian and modern gardening activity associated 
with the landscape gardens relating to Standish House and subsequent use as a hospital. 

  
S4 Following its use as a house and associated grounds, the site has been extensively 

developed in the 20th century as Standish Hospital. This has led to localised ground 
reduction, levelling and landscaping in areas. This, along with landscaping and terracing 
undertaken associated with the 19th century landscaped garden, will have truncated any 
potential archaeological remains. There is an area of dumping in the western and 
southern parts of the site which will have artificially raised the ground levels in their 
locality.  
 

S5 The site is constrained by a number of factors, including dense woodland representing 
the remnants of the former 19th century gardens. Many of the trees have tree protection 
orders which prevents their disturbance. Furthermore, parts of the site are overgrown or 
occupied by the standing buildings of the hospital complex. 
 

S6 In terms of the development proposals, the majority of the built elements are located in 
areas of demonstrable terracing, the sites of extant buildings proposed for demolition or 
within areas of dense woodland/undergrowth.  
 

S7 In the unlikely event that any archaeological remains are present (itself a low risk) they 
are unlikely to survive to a quality or level of importance that would influence the capacity 
or deliverability of the site. Furthermore, the existing constraints within the proposed 
development area militate against the practical undertaking of any further archaeological 
investigative work at this stage.  

  
S8 If the Local Planning Authority requires further investigations, these can most 

appropriately be secured through a condition attached to the planning permission. 
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Section 1 
 Introduction 

  
  
1.1 This report has been prepared by The Environmental Dimension Partnership Ltd (EDP), on 

behalf of PJ Livesey, to inform planning proposals for a development at the former 
Standish Hospital, Stroud, Gloucestershire, hereafter referred to as ‘the site’. 
 

1.2 The aim of this report is to consider the available historical and archaeological resources 
for the site, and to establish its likely potential in accordance with the requirements of 
the National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF, DCLG, 2012) and local planning policy.  
 

1.3 In accordance with good practice and guidance, desktop sources have been augmented 
through the completion of a walkover survey, which in this case was undertaken in 
October and November 2016 and March 2017.  

  
  

Location, Boundaries, Topography and Geology 
 

1.4 The Site is located to the northwest of Stroud and approximately 2km to the northeast of 
Stonehouse. It measures a total of c.15.5ha, and is centred on National Grid Reference 
(NGR) 381624, 206745 (Plan EDP 1).  
 

1.5 The main site boundaries are defined by the boundaries of the former hospital site, 
comprising a mixture of fencing and hedges.  
 

1.6 There are some significant variations in ground level across the site, with the site broadly 
sloping downwards from the east to the west. The site around the main hospital building 
(the 19th century house) is relatively level, whereas there are noticeable slopes from east 
to west and to the southwest. 
 

1.7 The British Geological Survey, records the underlying solid geology at the Site as being 
mixed, with Blue Lias and Charmouth Mudstone Formation, Whitby Mudstone, Marlstone 
Rock, Lias/Inferior Oolite Group and Dyrham Formation recorded within the site. There 
are no superficial deposits recorded (www.bgs.ac.uk).  
 
 
Current Land Use 
 

1.8 The site contains of a number of buildings and features that were built between 1818 
and the 1980s. The main house ‘Standish House’ and stable block are Grade II listed and 
located in the centre of the site. The remainder of the site occupies the former 
landscaped grounds of the house which included terraced lawns, formal woodland, water 
features and a lodge. The majority of the remaining buildings are associated with the 20th 
century hospital use at the site. There are associated access routes, car parking, gardens 
and landscaped grassed areas with numerous mature trees and overgrown areas. A fuller 
description of the site is provided in Section 4, Site Walkover. 
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Proposed Development 
 

1.9 Full Planning Application and Listed building Consent for the conversion and 
refurbishment of the former Standish Hospital complex, including Standish House 
(building A), Stable Block (building B), Ward Blocks (Buildings C & G), Standish Lodge 
(Building L), Building I, and demolition and works to associated out-buildings and 
gatehouse to form 50 dwellings; demolition of Westridge Hospital and associated 
buildings; and development of 95 new build homes within the grounds; conversion; 
associated surface vehicle and cycle car parking, pedestrian and vehicular access and 
associated ancillary development, landscaping, ancillary storage and plant and ecological 
bat housing; and all associated engineering works and operations 
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Section 2 
Legislation and Planning Guidance 

  
  
2.1 This section sets out existing legislation and planning policy, governing the conservation 

and management of the historic environment, of relevance to this application. 
 
 
National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF) 
 

2.2 The NPPF sets out the government’s approach to the conservation and management of 
the historic environment, including both listed buildings and conservation areas, through 
the planning process, with the opening paragraph of Section 12 [126] emphasising the 
need for local authorities to set out a clear strategy for the conservation and enjoyment of 
the historic environment, where heritage assets are recognised as a finite and 
irreplaceable resource, to be preserved in a manner appropriate to their significance. 

  
2.3 Paragraph 128 concerns planning applications, stating that: 

 
“...local planning authorities should require an applicant to describe the significance of 
any heritage assets affected, including any contribution made by their setting. The level 
of detail should be proportionate to the assets’ importance and no more than is sufficient 
to understand the potential impact of the proposal on their significance. As a minimum 
the relevant historic environment record should have been consulted and the heritage 
assets assessed using appropriate expertise where necessary. Where a site on which 
development is proposed includes or has the potential to include heritage assets with 
archaeological interest, local planning authorities should require developers to submit an 
appropriate desk-based assessment and, where necessary, a field evaluation.” 

  
2.4 With regard to non-designated heritage assets, Paragraph 135 states that: 

 
“The effect of an application on the significance of a non-designated heritage asset 
should be taken into account in determining the application. In weighing applications 
that affect directly or indirectly non designated heritage assets, a balanced judgement 
will be required having regard to the scale of any harm or loss and the significance of the 
heritage asset.” 

  
  

Local Planning Policy – Stroud District Local Plan 2015 
  
2.5 In November 2015 Stroud District Council adopted its Local Plan which provides the 

planning policy framework up to 2031. This contains Policy ES10 relating to archaeology 
in the district: 
 
“Valuing our historic environment and assets  
Stroud District’s historic environment will be preserved, protected or enhanced, in 
accordance with the principles set out below: 
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1. Any proposals involving a historic asset shall require a description of the heritage 
asset significance including any contribution made by its setting, and an assessment 
of the potential impact of the proposal on that significance, using appropriate 
expertise. This can be a desk based assessment and a field evaluation prior to 
determination where necessary and should include the Gloucestershire Historic 
Environment Record. 
 

2. Proposals and initiatives will be supported which conserve and, where appropriate, 
enhance the heritage significance and setting of the Districts heritage assets, 
especially those elements which contribute to the distinct identity of the District. 
 
These include: 
A. the 68 sites of national archaeological importance (which are designated as 
Ancient Monuments), any undesignated archaeology of national significance, and 
the many buildings that are Listed as having special architectural or historic interest 
B. the stone, bronze, iron age and roman settlements and remains; the medieval 
settlements including Berkeley Castle; historic houses; historic parks; gardens and 
villages 
C. the townscapes of the larger towns such as Stroud where the industrial heritage 
influenced its historic grain, including its street layouts and plot sizes 
D. the District’s historic market towns and villages, many with designated 
conservation areas, such as Berkeley, Wotton Under Edge, Minchinhampton, 
Painswick and Dursley. 
 

3. Proposals will be supported which protect and, where appropriate, enhance the 
heritage significance and setting of locally identified heritage assets, such as 
buildings of local architectural or historic interest, locally important archaeological 
sites and parks and gardens of local interest. 
 

4. Proposals will be supported which protect and, where appropriate, enhance key 
views and vistas, especially of the spires and towers of historic churches and mills. 
 

5. Any harm or loss would require clear and convincing justification to the relevant 
decision-maker as to why the heritage interest should be overridden. 
 
A full programme of work shall be submitted with the application, together with 
proposals to mitigate any adverse impact of the proposed development, and where 
appropriate, be implemented through measures secured by planning condition(s) or 
through a legal agreement.” 

 
2.6 The plans and policies set out above have been considered in the preparation of this 

assessment. 
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Section 3 
Methodology 

  
  
3.1 This report has been produced in accordance with the Standard and Guidance for 

Historic Environment Desk-Based Assessment issued by the Chartered Institute for 
Archaeologists (CIfA 2014). These guidelines provide a national standard for the 
completion of desk-based assessments.  

  
3.2 The assessment involved consultation of readily available archaeological and historical 

information from documentary and cartographic sources. The major repositories of 
information comprised: 
 
• Information held by the Gloucestershire Historic Environment Record (HER), on 

known archaeological sites, monuments and findspots, within the vicinity of the Site; 
 
• Maps and documents held by the Gloucestershire Archives;  
 
• Information contained within the National Heritage List for England, curated by 

Historic England; and 
 
• Records made during a site visit in October and November 2016. 

  
3.3 This report provides a synthesis of relevant information for the Site and a 0.5km radius 

study area. It thereafter, concludes with an assessment of its likely archaeological 
potential, made with regard to current best practice guidelines. 
 

  



Former Standish Hospital  
Archaeological Assessment 

H_EDP3627_01c 
 

6 

This page has been left blank intentionally 



Former Standish Hospital  
Archaeological Assessment 

H_EDP3627_01c 
 

7 

Section 4 

Existing Information 
 
 
Introduction 
 

4.1 The site does not contain any designated archaeological remains, such as scheduled 
monuments. However, the majority of the site is included within the Gloucestershire HER 
entry for the Gloucester County Council Tuberculosis Hospital (20294). In the wider study 
area, there are multiple entries that relate to archaeological remains dating from the 
prehistoric to modern periods, the locations of which are shown on Plan EDP 1.  
 
 
Designated Heritage Assets 
 

4.2 The Site does not contain any designated archaeological remains, such as scheduled 
monuments, and there is only one in the wider study area. This comprises a long barrow, 
two bowl barrows and a cross dyke of Neolithic date (1002107). Given their distance 
from the site, being c.470m to the east, and lack of any known links with it (including no 
intervisibility) they will not be impacted upon by the proposed development. 
 
 
Non-Designated Heritage Assets 

  
Paleolithic - Iron Age (c.500,000 BC - AD 43)  

  
4.3 There are no Palaeolithic to Iron Age heritage assets recorded on the Gloucestershire 

HER within the site, and only two possible records within the wider study area.  
  
4.4 Apart from the scheduled monument noted above, a possible barrow (33297) is located 

c.360m to the east of the site. A second mound (34363) in close proximity to the 
previous record may also represent a barrow, although it may also relate to quarrying 
activity, given its proximity to a possible quarry pit (34364). 
 

4.5 It is notable that the known and potential prehistoric activity in the study area is localised 
on the hilltop directly east of the site, suggesting a correlation with this elevated position 
and the location of these types of remains. Therefore, as the site is located on the lower 
ground, away from this hill top, there is no reason to believe that similar remains would 
be present within it. As such, the site has a low potential to contain archaeology from the 
prehistoric period.  
 
 
Romano - British (AD43 - 410)  
 

4.6 There are no Romano-British heritage assets recorded on the Gloucestershire HER within 
the site, and just one within the wider study area.  
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4.7 The location of Roman period ‘finds’ (6901) is noted adjacent to the site, to the north 
east. There is no further information regarding these artefacts within the HER, but it is 
notable that a watching brief (32943) immediately to the south did not locate any 
archaeological remains.  
 

4.8 Given the sparsity of recorded remains from this period, and the lack of detail on the 
limited artefacts recovered from the area, the site is considered to have a low potential to 
contain any features or deposits from the Roman period.  
 
 
Early Medieval (AD 410 - 1066)  

  
4.9 There are no early medieval heritage assets identified on the Gloucestershire HER within 

the site or the study area. As such, it has a low potential to contain remains from this 
period.  
 
 
Medieval (AD 1066 - 1485) 
 

4.10 There are no identified heritage assets from the medieval period recorded on the 
Gloucestershire HER within the site, but there are seven within the wider 1km study area. 
 

4.11 A linear bank (34488) to the east of the site possibly represents a medieval parish 
boundary. A previous desk-based assessment of the site (CA 2014) suggested that this 
may have once crossed the north end of the site, although it has since been removed in 
the modern period.  
 

4.12 Archaeological investigations (15599) c.375m to the south west of the site have 
identified the remains of a possible timber structure, surrounded by a ditch, and a 
number of post holes and pits. Nearly all recovered pottery sherds dated from the 12th 
and 13th century, suggesting that the remains related to a medieval farmstead.  
 

4.13 The former Standish deerpark (3576) is located c.765m to the north. Part of its possible 
bank and ditch boundary (3574) is located along its northern edge.  
 

4.14 The former location of ridge and furrow earthworks (15459) have been recorded c.340m 
to the south west. Further ridge and furrow, with an associated square enclosure (7378), 
is recorded c.995m to the east.   
 

4.15 Otherwise, a parish well and spring (7379) is located c.995m to the south east, and the 
possible location of a church house (45362) is situated c.840m to the east of the site. 
 

4.16 The site is distant from these areas of recorded activity and there is no indication that 
activity related to these entries would extend into it. If it was utilised at all, the site was 
probably farmland throughout this period and therefore has a low potential to contain 
medieval remains, other than ‘low’ value deposits and features related to former farming 
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practices. Indeed, areas of ridge and furrow have been identified within the site which 
would support this interpretation.  
 
 
Post-Medieval (AD 1485 - 1714) 
 

4.17 There are no previously identified heritage assets from these two periods recorded on the 
Gloucestershire HER within the Site, and there are just two in the wider study area. This 
comprises the 18th century Hardwicke to Stonehouse toll road (41623) and former 
location of the tollhouse (3580), which are situated c.720m to the west of the site.  
 

4.18 The site probably continued in use as farmland throughout this period and therefore has 
a low potential to contain any post-medieval archaeology, other than ‘low’ value remains 
related to past agricultural practices.  
 
 
Georgian, Victorian and Modern (AD 1714 - present) 
 

4.19 There is one previously identified heritage asset from these two periods recorded on the 
Gloucestershire HER within the site, and a further seven in the wider study area.   

  
4.20 The majority of the site is recorded within the Gloucestershire HER as the former 

Gloucester County Council Tuberculosis Hospital, later known as Standish Hospital 
(20294). This complex was centred on Standish House, which was built as a hunting 
lodge in 1830, and the wider site had previously formed its parkland (see Cartographic 
Sources). Standish House was later enlarged in 1865 and used as a hospital during 
World War I. In 1922, it was adapted for use as a sanatorium for tuberculosis sufferers.  
 

4.21 To address the requirements of patient treatment the complex underwent several further 
changes. In the 1920s, single storey wooden ‘barrack-style’ buildings were constructed 
within the grounds – many of these have since been removed. The conversion of the 
sanatorium for general hospital use was followed by the construction of additional 
buildings during the 20th century, such as for occupational therapy and physiotherapy. 
The hospital largely ceased to operate in 2004.  
 

4.22 Otherwise, the remaining records relate to remains that have no influence on the 
archaeological potential of the site: 
 
• A World War II air raid shelter (12508) c.685m to the west; 
 
• The location of a possible brick making site (6939), c.330m to the south west; 
 
• Stone stiles (12000, 12001, 12002 and 12003) are recorded to the south east and 

east; and  
 
• A gravel pit (34423) c.500m to the north east.  
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4.23 The site has a high potential to contain remains from these periods, although, if present, 
they are most likely to comprise low value deposits and features related to the parkland 
use (e.g. tree boles and paths) and the construction and demolition phases of the 
modern hospital complex.  
 
 
Undated 
 

4.24 There are no previously identified undated heritage assets recorded on the 
Gloucestershire HER within the Site, but there are 22 in the wider study area. These are 
almost entirely earthwork features recorded during the Cotswold Edge LiDAR project that 
have not been investigated through intrusive survey. Although undated, it is likely that 
almost all of the below date from the medieval or later periods.  
 

4.25 The remains of two parallel scarps or lynchets (48627) have been identified c. 850m to 
the south of the site. Further scarps (3567 and 34372) are also recorded nearby and to 
the east of the site (34491).  
 

4.26 Similarly, cultivation terraces (34400 and 34415) are recorded c. 940m to the north, 
with undated linear banks also within their vicinity (34399 and 34416) immediately to 
the east.  
 

4.27 A boundary stone (9286) has been recorded in the general area. The point recorded on 
the Gloucestershire HER, to the south east of the site, is an arbitrary location only. A 
second boundary stone (9216) is recorded with greater accuracy to the south east. 
Further boundary stones were recorded in the archaeological survey of the Haresfield 
Beacon Estate (see below), but as these features have no influence on the archaeological 
potential of the site, they have not been marked on separately.  
 

4.28 Depressions (34490, 34366 and 34422), possibly identifying the location of former 
quarry pits, are recorded c.390m to the east, c.650m to the south east and c.445m to 
the north respectively. Further possible quarry pits (33514 and 34364) are noted 
c.370m to the east and c.530m to the east.  
 

4.29 A series of earthworks that may indicate settlement activity (34424) c.530m to the north 
east, are presumably of medieval or post-medieval date, but the HER does not attribute it 
to any time period.  
 

4.30 An undated enclosure (34421) is recorded c.700m to the north, with a second (34487) 
c.160m to the east have been identified from a LiDAR survey. The HER does not contain 
any further information regarding the nature or potential dating of these. 
 

4.31 A bank and ditch or possible holloway (34425) is located c.900m to the north east. An 
additional bank (34426) is located c.700m to the north east.  
 

4.32 A pool (34367) is located c.995m to the east of the site and a ditch (34365) c.830m to 
the east.  
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4.33 Two possible building platforms (33513) c.525m to the north east and a circular mound 
(34486) is located c.25m to the east of the site as identified from a LiDAR survey. The 
HER does not contain any further information regarding the nature or potential dating of 
these features. The circular mound (34486) is shown as trees on historic mapping, and 
may represent a tree ring.  
 

4.34 These undated heritage assets do not influence the archaeological potential of the site.  
 
 
Previous Archaeological Investigation 
 

4.35 Where relevant, previous archaeological investigations are discussed above in the period 
specific sections. Otherwise, the archaeological survey of the Haresfield Beacon Estate 
(21199) was conducted across a large area to the east. This identified a variety of 
earthwork features, such as post-medieval field boundaries, footpaths, quarry pits etc. 
These remains have no influence on the potential of the site to contain archaeological 
features or deposits and have not therefore been marked on separately.     
 
 
Cartographic Sources 

  
4.36 The enclosure map of 1818 (Plan EDP 2) shows the site and surroundings. At this time a 

building is depicted in block plan on the site of Standish House. It sits within a large plot 
of land although there is no detail of any landscaping of gardens associated with the 
house. The area of the remainder of the site is formed by agricultural fields.  
 

4.37 An estate plan of c1835 (Plan EDP 2) shows more detail, including the block plan of 
Standish House and associated stable building to the north. The grounds of the house 
are shown, occupying a small area to the west, southwest and south of the site. This area 
is shown as being planted with trees with a perimeter walkway. The house is approached 
from the south and the later driveway and lodge to the south west has yet to be built. This 
plan shows the small extent of the park associated with Standish House at this time and 
the remainder of the site is shown as agricultural fields. 
 

4.38 The First Edition Ordnance Survey map of 1883 (Plan EDP 2) shows the site, Standish 
House and grounds in more detail. Standish House itself appears to have been extended, 
with the stables and further outbuildings still located to the north. To the northwest of the 
house a ‘walled garden’ is shown, although only represented by two walls. There are 
three small greenhouses, paths and trees located within its interior. Lawns are located to 
the west of the house, with a perimeter path – presumably referencing the former extent 
of the grounds identified on the 1835 map. An area of woodland is shown to the 
southwest, along with woodland paths and a pond. To the south of the house further 
woodland and a lawn is shown, with indications of terracing.  
 

4.39 Beyond these immediate wooded grounds there are signs that the wider former 
agricultural landscape has been incorporated into the park. This includes the re-
alignment of the drive to its current position from the south west and the associated 
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construction of the lodge. Individual trees located in the field to the east and south of the 
wooded grounds would suggest planting of a naturalistic landscape style.  
 

4.40 The 1882 Ordnance Survey map is useful in that it shows all the buildings associated 
with the 19th century Standish House that are concentrated to the north of the house and 
also that the ‘formal’ grounds, along with woodland paths and lawns, was concentrated 
in a small area to the west, southwest and south of the house. The walled garden is 
noted to the northwest, although it has few internal features and the depiction of trees 
would hint at its use as an orchard.  
 

4.41 The 1902 Ordnance Survey map (not illustrated) shows no change to the 1882 map, 
other than fewer trees are marked within the walled garden. 
 

4.42 The 1923 Ordnance Survey map (Plan EDP 2) is the first to show the house and grounds 
subsequent to its conversion to a tuberculosis hospital. It shows that much of the site 
and former gardens remain unchanged, although buildings were then shown on the 
lawns to the west of the house and also to the east.    
 

4.43 The 1938 Ordnance Survey map (Plan EDP 3) is at the smaller scale of 1:10,560, 
although is useful for showing extent of the changes caused by the expansion of the 
hospital complex at that time. The key changes of the addition of buildings – buildings 
added at this time include the addition of a block to the west of the stables, located 
within part of the former walled garden; the addition of buildings in the northern part of 
the site; the addition of buildings to the east of the house; and the addition of the 
complex in the southern part of the site. Another small building is noted close to the 
pond. 
 

4.44 A plan of the hospital in 1944 (Plan EDP 4) adds detail to the buildings and also 
annotates their use. 
 

4.45 The Ordnance Survey plan of 1974-77 (Plan EDP 3) shows the extent of the hospital at 
this time. It shows additions and alterations to some of the buildings, mainly in the south 
western part of the site but also to the complex of buildings to the north. Key additions to 
the complex include the carpark area and swimming pool in the western part of the site. 
The map shows earth bunding in the carpark area, suggesting that ground levelling took 
place. Other additions include a tennis court and other smaller buildings in the central 
western part of the site. The map also shows alterations to the paths located within the 
wooded grounds. 
 

4.46 The cartographic sources reinforce and add detail to the findings of the HER data 
analysis. The earliest mapping indicates that much of the site was in agricultural use in 
the first half of the 19th century, with Standish House and its grounds developing 
piecemeal. The ‘formal’ grounds in particular originated as a relatively limited area to the 
west and south of the house in the 1830s, before expanding as a wooded area, complete 
with paths and ponds, further to the south west by the later 19th century. The wider 
landscape to the south and southeast seems to have been more of a naturalistic 
parkland – also developed in the later 19th century. The mapping also shows that the 
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associated 19th century outbuildings of the house (many of which still survive) are 
restricted to the area to the north of the house.  
 

4.47 The historic mapping also demonstrates the development of the hospital, and shows the 
development of the buildings on the site. Some of these still survive, but some have also 
been replaced or demolished completely in more recent years (see Plan EDP 4). The 
development of the hospital buildings will have caused significant ground disturbance 
locally, in particular in the footprint of the current and former buildings (many of which 
are terraced into the hillside (see Site Walkover) and in the area of the carpark and 
swimming pool which appear from the historic mapping to have been levelled.  
 
 
Site Walkover  
 

4.48 The site was visited in October and November 2016 and March 2017 to assess the 
current ground conditions and topography within it, as well as to confirm the continuing 
survival of any known archaeological remains and to identify any hitherto unknown 
remains of significance. The features discussed are identified on Plan EDP 5. 
 

4.49 The site comprises a number of extant former hospital buildings located within the 
grounds of the former Standish House - much of the latter is now wooded and overgrown 
with a dense understorey (marked on Plan EDP 5). 
 

4.50 Generally speaking, the site lies on a west facing slope, with the ground sloping 
downwards from the east (high) to the west and southwest (low) (Plan EDP 6). The past 
history of the site (see above) means that there have been numerous instances of ground 
disturbance which makes the original slope and ground levels difficult to ascertain in 
places. Investigation during the site visit was hampered in places by the dense 
undergrowth. 
 

4.51 There is an area of remnant ridge and furrow located in the southwestern part of the site 
(Image EDP 1 marked on Plan EDP 5). 
 

4.52 As part of a former park associated with Standish House, parts of the current site have 
been terraced and landscaped in association with the former gardens. This is particularly 
evident to the south of the main house, which occupied the former formal lawn areas 
(Image EDP 2). Other terracing possibly associated with paths through the former 
gardens and a tennis court was noted within the woodland to the southwest of the house 
(Image EDP 3 see Plan EDP 5). 
 

4.53 The former wooded grounds of the house contain numerous specimen trees, many of 
which are protected by tree preservation orders (e.g. Image EDP 4).  
 

4.54 The main house itself is constructed on a platform of higher ground, with the ground 
sloping to the north, west and south. There has been further truncation of the ground 
surface to the north of the house – to create the platforms for the outbuildings and 
courtyard to the north (Images EDP 5 and 6). The walled garden is also situated on lower 
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ground to the northwest of the house and is likely to have undergone some levelling 
(Image EDP 7). 
 

4.55 There is also significant ground disturbance around the pond, where a dam has been 
constructed up on its northwestern side to contain the water (Image EDP 8).  
 

4.56 Features associated with the former parkland other than trees and standing buildings 
(not subject of this report) were identified on the site visit. These comprise the remains of 
a fountain (Image EDP 9) which is located downslope from the pond and a sunken 
circular feature close to this may also be related. Park-style railings were identified in one 
part of the site, although it is possible that these are associated with the hospital phase 
of the site.  
 

4.57 The hospital phase of the site has had a greater impact in terms of altering the ground 
levels. In particular, in the areas in the eastern part of the site, where hospital related 
buildings have been terraced into the hillside and further landscaping has taken place 
(see Plan EDP 5 and e.g. Images EDP 10-12).    
 

4.58 A higher platform in the western part of the site is reportedly where waste from the 
hospital was dumped, and the make-up of this (bricks and general rubble                  
Image EDP 13) would support dumping in this area. Its general location is marked on 
Plan EDP 5. 
 

4.59 A former swimming pool located in the western part of the site will have caused localised 
ground disturbance (Image EDP 14). Much of the former car park areas identified on 
mapping is now overgrown, although there is evidence here too for localised ground 
make up and terracing. 
 

4.60 The southern part of the site contains a single standing building of the hospital complex, 
although historic mapping shows that this area once contained further buildings from the 
1930s. These have since been demolished, but the platforms and concrete slabs of the 
former buildings can be traced on the ground (Image EDP 15). These former buildings, 
along with the current building and carpark have altered the ground levels with level 
platforms being constructed. A landscaped mound in this southern part of this area 
(Image EDP 16), most likely formed as the spoil from ground levelling within this area. 

  
4.61 In summary, the site visit identified that there has been localised ground disturbance 

caused by the former activities on the site. It also identified upstanding earthworks and 
other features associated with the former 19th century parkland.  
 
 
Aerial Photographs 
 

4.62 A total of 33 vertical and 29 oblique aerial photographs, covering the site and its 
immediate environs, were identified within the collection maintained by Historic England 
in Swindon. The available images span the period from March 1944 to March 2003. 
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4.63 The photographs corroborate the land use and development sequence shown on 
Ordnance Survey maps from the 20th century. They show the developmental sequence of 
the site during its hospital use, and corroborate the sequence and locations of buildings 
and arrangements of space as identified on the historic mapping. 
 

4.64 The aerial photographs do add some more detail as to the development of the site in the 
latter part of the 20th century. For example, the period 1985-1992 shows the rebuilding 
of structures to the northeast of the main house and the extent of the carpark area in the 
western part of the site before becoming more recently overgrown. # 
 

4.65 The latter part of the 20th century also saw parts of the site apparently going out of use or 
changing. This includes the abandonment of the swimming pool tennis court by 1992 and 
also the abandonment of the walled garden by 1985.  
 

4.66 The aerial photographs also show some areas of the site before they became overgrown, 
although no features of likely archaeological origin were identified other than an area of 
ridge an furrow in the southwestern part of the site.  
 
 
Proposed Development 
 

4.67 The development proposals comprise a mix of new build units and conversion of some of 
the existing buildings. The proposals for the site have been developed in consultation 
with key stakeholders and the local community through an Enquiry-by-Design (EbD). The 
results of the process have provided the broad parameters for the future redevelopment 
of the site.  
 

4.68 There are significant constraints within the site, including Tree Protection Orders, Badger 
setts, contaminated land, as well as the listed buildings. This has, to a large extent, 
driven the development parameters. The illustrative masterplan is presented in Appendix 
EDP 1.  
 

4.69 As can be seen in Appendix EDP 1 much of the site will remain undeveloped. The 
locations for new buildings in the eastern part of the site are situated mainly on the 
locations of current or former buildings or in areas of demonstrable terracing. 
Development in the western part of the site is located in the area of suspected dumping 
and former car park and development in the southern part also within an area of 
levelling.  
 

4.70 Two areas of housing are proposed in areas which do not appear to have been disturbed, 
these being to the rear of the retained women’s ward on the eastern part of the site, and 
those on the southwestern part of the site: both these areas are currently densely 
wooded. A third area which does not appear to have been disturbed is located in the far 
southwestern part of the site, where a small number of houses are proposed. 
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Section 5 
Conclusions 

 
 

5.1 The analysis of HER information, cartographic sources and previous archaeological 
investigations has identified that the Site has a potential to contain archaeological 
remains relating to 19th century and later uses. Surviving features relating to the 19th 
century parkland use associated with Standish House have been identified such as the 
pond, terracing and remains of the fountain. The majority of the former buildings 
associated with the 19th century Standish House are still standing, or their locations well 
known.  
 

5.2 Remains of earlier activity have been identified in the form of medieval ridge and furrow 
in the southwestern part of the site and it may be expected that there is the potential for 
buried remains of other agricultural activity from the medieval and post-medieval periods 
to be encountered within the site.  
 

5.3 The assessment has identified that there is a low potential for features and deposits 
related to Roman or prehistoric periods. 
 

5.4 It is apparent that the construction and demolition phases of the modern hospital 
complex, as well as the 19th century landscaping, is likely to have disturbed the 
underlying substrate and consequently any potential archaeological remains in these 
areas. It is also apparent that part of the site was latter utilised as a dump, which has 
raised the ground level in this area. 
 

5.5 Given this level of disturbance, it’s likely that if any archaeological remains from the 
periods prior to the 19th century, if present, would be poorly preserved. 
 

5.6 In terms of the proposals, the built elements are located on the positions of existing 
buildings, within terraced/landscaped areas or in areas which are wooded (with 
numerous tree preservation orders) or overgrown. In this respect, any further 
archaeological investigation at this stage would be impracticable.  
 

5.7 Based on these conclusions, the information contained within this report should be 
sufficient, in archaeological terms, to determine a planning application and no further 
pre-determination work should be required. Any further archaeological investigation, if 
required, could most appropriately be dealt with through an appropriately worded 
condition attached to the planning permission.  
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Images 
 

 
Image EDP 1: Area of Ridge and Furrow in the southwestern part of the site, looking southeast. 
 

 
Image EDP 2: Former terraced lawns, looking northeast towards the former women’s block. 
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Image EDP 3: Terracing within the woodland to the southwest of the site. Looking southwest. 
 

 
Image EDP 4: General view of the woodland to the southwest of the main house, looking northeast. 
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Image EDP 5: View of the main house and outbuildings spilling down the slope to its north. Looking south. 
 

 
Image EDP 6: View of the sunken courtyard area to the north of the stables – the brick footings in the 
foreground presumably held up tanks. Looking southwest.  
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Image EDP 7: Internal wall of the walled garden, a concrete slab in this location is partially obscured by 
fallen leaves. Looking northeast. 
 

 
Image EDP 8: View of the pond from the northwest. 
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Image EDP 9: View of the fountain, from the west. 
 

 
Image EDP 10: View to the rear (east) of the Women’s Block, showing the extent of the terracing. Looking 
southeast.  
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Image EDP 11: General view of buildings terraced into the hillside on the eastern side of the site, looking 
south. 
 

 
Image EDP 12: View showing terraced slope in the northeastern part of the site, looking east.  
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Image EDP 13: Edge of dumped material in the western part of the site, looking east. 
 

 
Image EDP 14: View of the former swimming pool, looking north. 
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Image EDP 15: General view of the southern part of the site, showing that areas have been levelled. The 
site of former buildings are located within the undergrowth to the right. Looking southwest. 

 
Image EDP 16: View of the landscaped mound in the southern part of the site. Looking southwest. 
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Illustrative Masterplan 
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Plans 
 
 

Plan EDP 1 Known Heritage Assets 
 (EDP3627/01b 22 March 2017 JTF/MM) 
 
Plan EDP 2 Extracts from Historic Mapping 
 (EDP3627/02b 22 March 2017 JTF/EO) 
 
Plan EDP 3 Extracts from Historic Mapping 
 (EDP3627/03b 22 March 2017 JTF/EO) 
 
Plan EDP 4 Historic Map of 1944 
 (EDP3627/04b 22 March 2017 JTF/EO) 
 
Plan EDP 5 Plan of Site and Relevant Features Discussed in the Text  
 (EDP3627/05b 13 March 2017 LH/EO) 
 
Plan EDP 6 Topographic Situation of the Site  
 (EDP3627/06b 22 March 2017 TB/EO) 
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