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INTRODUCTION 

PJ Liveseys and the HCA are looking to obtain full 
planning permission for a residential development 
on a former hospital site in Standish, near Stroud. 
The site is approximately 15ha (37 acres) in size and  
site comprises of existing buildings, that were built 
between 1818 -1980, mature trees and parkland 
associated with the former Standish House and 
Gardens.  The site is located on the western edge of 
the Cotwolds Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty 
(AONB), figure 1. 

The AONB Designation

The Cotswolds AONB was designated in 1966 and 
is the largest AONB in England and Wales with an 
area of 790 sq. miles (2,038 sq. km). It stretches 
from the border regions of South Warwickshire 
and Worcestershire through West Oxfordshire and 
Gloucestershire, and takes in parts of Wiltshire, Bath 
and North East Somerset in the south. 

It was designated because the area has a unique 
character of limestone geology with high wolds that 
take advantage of long distant views over the river 
valleys and plains. Internationally important flower 
rich limestone grasslands and ancient broadleaved 
woodland are other key elements that make this 
area unique. The drystone walls are an important 
feature in many parts of the AONB along with the 
distinctive vernacular architecture that uses the local 
building stone.  

Purpose of the Designation

In 2000 the government confirmed that AONBs had 
the same landscape quality and status as National 
Parks.  The second paragraph of the NPPF states 
that “Planning Policies and decisions must reflect and 
where appropriate promote relevant EU obligations 
and statutory requirements.” AONBs are protected 
under the existing statutory requirements of the 
Countryside and Rights of Way Act 2000; the primary 
purpose of AONBs is to conserve and enhance the 
natural beauty of the area. Furthermore paragraph 
115 of the NPPF states ‘Great weight should be 
given to conserving landscape and scenic beauty in 
National Parks, the Broads and Areas of Outstanding 
Natural Beauty, which have the highest status of 
protection in relation to landscape and scenic beauty. 
The conservation of wildlife and cultural heritage 
are important considerations in all these areas, and 
should be given great weight in National Parks and 
the Broads’

The conservation of the fauna, flora, landscape and 
geology of the AONB is central to the designation. 
However, the cultural dimension of the landscape, 
along with physical human shaping of the land is 
also fully recognised. 

The Cotswold Conservation board, an independent 
statutory body, was established by Parliament 
in 2004 with the purpose  of conserving and 
enhancing the natural beauty of the AONB and to 
increase the understanding and enjoyment of the 

special qualities of the area. As part of the Cotwold 
Conservation Boards duties they are to produce a 
five year management plan for the AONB.

Guidelines to Conserve and Enhance the AONB

The AONB Management Plan identifies key issues, 
objectives and policies for this period (2013-2018) 
in line with the vision for future management 
of the area. It discusses methods of monitoring 
and implementation over the next five years. The 
proposals for The Site should be informed by this 
management  plan and comply with and have regard 
to the AONB designation.

The Landscape Character Assessment, published 
in 2004, and Landscape Strategy and Guidelines, 
published in 2016, identifies the elements of the 
19 landscape character types within the AONB and 
provides recommendations about new ways of 
delivering change and regeneration that endeavour 
to conserves landscape character and promotes 
local distinctiveness. It offers guidance about 
managing  change in a sustainable and positive way. 

SCOPE AND PURPOSE

The primary objectives of this document are 
fourfold:

1. To understand the key qualities of the AONB, as 
set out within the Cotwolds AONB Management 
Plan 2013-2018, the AONB Landscape Character 
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Assessment and Landscape Strategy and 
Guidelines for the Cotswolds AONB;

2. To assess to what extent the site contributes to 
the special character of the AONB in its current 
state.

3. To assess to what extent the site currently 
contributes to the future Vision for the AONB as 
set out with the Cotwolds AONB Management 
Plan and AONB Landscape Strategy and 
Guidelines.

4. To determine to what extent the development  
contributes to achieving the Vision for the AONB. 

In order to achieve these objectives the document is 
set out in the following sections:

Section 2 of this report summarises sections from 
the Cotwolds  AONB Management Plan 2013-2018, 
The AONB Landscape Character assessment 2004 
and the Cotwolds AONB Landscape and Strategy 
Guidelines (June 2016). This summary provides a 
baseline from which a more detailed analysis and 
assessment of the site can be carried out. 

Section 3 of this report aims to provide a more 
detailed study of the site and its’ immediate 
surrounding context. Including identifying the 
character and qualities of the site and how it relates 
to the designated AONB Landscape Character Area it 
is located within.  

This statement is concerned with specifically 
addressing the effect of the proposed development 
on the Landscape Character of the AONB . As part of 
this application a Landscape and Visual Assessment 
(Document number PL1702_LV_001_03) has been 
carried out that assess the effects of the proposals  
on the landscape and takes into account the 
National, Regional and Local Landscape Character 
assessments and also the AONB Landscape 
Character Assessment.  

Finally, the report aims to establish what 
contribution the site currently makes to achieving 
the Vision for the AONB, as set out within the 
Management Plan and Strategy and Guidelines. 
A comparative assessment is then carried out to 
determine to what extent the Masterplan proposals 
for the site will contribute to achieving the AONB 
Vision. An indication is given as to whether the 
proposed development is likely to result in a positive 
or negative impact on the future vision for the AONB. 

Section 5 provides a summary of the key findings 
from the assessment, and reaches a conclusion on 
whether the proposed development is likely to have 
an overall positive or negative impact on the AONB.

Site Location

Figure 1 | Map to show designated AONB area
Map by The Cotwolds Conservation Board
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 THE COTSWOLD AONB VISION

The Cotwold AONB Management Plan 2013-2018 
includes a Vision for the Cotwolds for the next  
twenty years. The Vision is the long term statement 
about the future of the AONB, relating specifically 
to the environmental, economic, social and cultural 
qualities of the AONB that need to be conserved 
and enhanced for present and future generations 
through appropriate management. 

The vision as set out in the Cotwolds AONB 
Management Plan 2013-2018 is to create a 
landscape:

• Which retains its remarkable visual unity and 
scenic diversity;

• Is richer in nature, and where the cultural 
heritage is conserved;

• Is home to vibrant communities supported by a 
sustainable local economy;

• Provides a warm welcome and high-quality 
experience for everyone seeking inspiration, 
tranquility and to be active outdoors ;and

• Is adapting successfully to changing climate and 
economic conditions.

AONB Landscape Character

The Cotswolds AONB Landscape Character 
Assessment was produced in 2004 by LDA, and 
commissioned by the Cotswolds AONB Partnership. 

It identifies the distinctive qualities within different 
areas of the AONB, these are relayed within the 
AONB Management Plan and Cotswolds AONB 
Landscape Strategy and Guidelines (June 2016). 
The key elements that make this AONB unique are 
summarised below: 

• Dry stone walls
• Ancient semi-natural woodland and veteran 

trees
• Permanent pasture including unimproved 

calcareous grassland
• Archaeological sites and monuments and their 

settings and remnant historic landscapes
• Vernacular stone buildings and their settings 

settlement patterns and their relationship to 
landscape

• Parkland and historic designed landscapes
• Hedges 

The identification of different landscape character 
areas, and in particular, the identification of areas of 
high value requiring protection and enhancement, 
has been used to inform the Masterplan proposals 
for the  site

The Cotswolds AONB Landscape Character 
Assessment has identified 19 landscape character 
types and 68 landscape character areas. The Site 
at Standish is located within Landscape Character 
Area 2: Escarpment and Landscape type 2C: Uley 
to Cooper’s Hill, shown in figure 2.

The key characteristics of these character area and 
character types are summarised below:

Landscape Character Area 2: Escarpment

Key characteristics:

• Steep exposed scarp slope, partly consisting of 
semi natural broadleaved woodland.

• Long range panoramic views over the Severn 
Vale to the Forest of Dean and beyond.

• Gentler landform on lower slopes.
• Woodlands, hedgerows, scrub and isolated trees 

give the impression of a well treed landscape. 
• Small scale settlement generally in the lower 

slopes of the escarpment 
• Many large towns and cities located in the 

vicinity of the foot of the escarpment.
• Numerous prehistoric sites, and more recent 

monuments and follies, are located on elevated 
sections of the escarpment 

• Intermittent historic parks and designed 
landscapes provide distinctive features on 
escarpment. 

Landscape Type 2C: Escarpment: Uley to Coopers 
Hill

Key Characteristics:

• The escarpment is narrow in form.



Figure 2 | Landscape Character - Cotswolds Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty
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• Ancient broadleaved woodland marks the 
upper slopes and is often found in matrix with 
calcareous grassland as at Haresfield Beacon, 
Scottsquar Hill, and Huddinknoll Hill south of 
Stroud. 

• The lower slopes consist of a neat patchwork 
of regular fields defined by mature overgrown 
hedgerows.

• Sense of a well-wooded landscape when viewed 
from the vale. 

• Many barrows and hillforts border the upper 
scarp slopes. 

• Long range views.

CURRENT CONDITION OF THE AONB

Building on the findings of the AONB Landscape 
Character Assessment work was carried out to 
establish AONB Strategy and Guidelines, which 
provide an overview of the forces of change that are 
influencing the landscape and outlines a series of 
landscape and land management strategies for the 
future. 

Information relating to the whole AONB is difficult 
to assemble given the size and complexity of the 
Cotwolds AONB.   The quality of the AONB has been  
identified in relation to each of the 19 Landscape 
Character Types within the AONB Strategy and 
Guidelines (2016). 
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AONB STRATEGY AND GUIDELINES (2016) 

The Landscape Strategy and Guidelines aim to 
identify the key forces for change impacting on the 
19 landscape character types, as described in the 
Landscape Character Assessment. The guidelines 
also help to inform the decision making process 
and manage change in a sustainable and positive 
manner and also provide a framework within 
which the Cotswolds Conservation Board and other 
stakeholders can review and add to the landscape 
strategy and guidelines, and identify opportunities 
for their involvement and long term delivery of the 
strategy.

The site at Standish is located within Landscape 
Character  Area 2: Escarpment  and Landscape Type 
2C Uley to Cooper’s Hill. 
    
Landscape Sensitivity

The combination of elevation, and the steep slopes 
rising from the lowlands, make this character area a 
highly visible feature and is therefore very sensitive 
to change, particularly where this would introduce 
built elements within the otherwise agricultural 
landscapes, or interrupt the balance of rough 
grassland, species rich calcareous grassland and 
broadleaved woodland on the upper escarpment 
slopes.

Potential Landscape Implications 

The full extent of the forces for change relating to 
development and other pressures are described in 
the Strategy Guidelines document. The potential 
landscape implications  relevant to The Site and 
proposals are summarised  below:

• Encroachment of built development onto 
escarpment slopes intruding into the landscape.

• Proliferation of suburban building styles, 
housing estate layout and materials and the 
introduction of ornamental garden plants and 
boundary features.

• Spread of lit elements up the Escarpment slope.
• Potential for glint from buildings, particularly on 

hillsides.
• Erosion of the setting of the AONB
• Upgrading of rural lanes and holloways in areas 

of new development 
• Degradation of the view from the scarp across 

thead joining vale and from the vale looking at 
the scarp.

• Loss of archaeological and historical features, 
field patterns and landscapes.

Landscape Strategies and Guidelines

The development of the Masterplan for The Site has 
been an iterative process that has involved regard 
for ways to minimise any effect on the AONB. This 
has involved ensuring that the proposals accord 

with  recommendations set in the Strategy and 
Guidelines Document and Landscape character and 
Management Plan. 

The list below highlights the recommendations 
relevant to The Site at Standish. Proposals for 
the site have endeavored to be incline with 
recommendations by:

• Maintaining the open, dramatic and sparsely 
settled character of the Escarpment.

• Not intruding negatively into the landscape .
• Ensuring the development does not adversely 

affect settlement character and form,
• Incorporating a unique layout designed 

specifically for this site.
• Setting development away from the boundary 

edge. 
• Restoring the existing buildings with historic 

value.
• Aiming to use local stone and building styles
• Adopting measures to minimise and where 

possible reduce light pollution.
• Maintaining views to the upper escarpment 

slopes and distinctive features such as folly 
towers and hillforts.

• Retaining valued historical features
• Introducing trees and hedges within and 

around new development to reduce impact 
on the landscape ideally in advance of the 
development taking place.

• Retaining existing trees, hedges etc as part of the 



scheme.
• Ensuring development proposals safeguard and 

provide new links and enhancements to the 
Public Rights of Way network.



Current and Potential Contribution of the Site to the AONB3
The site can be divided into a number of character 
areas to identify the current value and condition the 
site. The character areas are shown on figure 3 and 
the key characteristics are as follows:

Area 1 :  Standish House and Gardens 

Historical development: Standish House (Grade II 
listed), gardens and parkland dates back to 1830 
and once contained an arboretum and landscaped 
gardens. Maps show the garden was enlarged 
between 1837-1883 to include a pond woodland and 
sweeping drive.

• Topography: Gently undulating. Sloping down 
to the west

• Land Cover/ Vegetation: Open areas of lawn 
adjacent to the house. Dense, understorey and 
scrub. 

• Tree Cover: Mature specimen trees, designed 
arrangement in sporadic lone trees and in 
groups

• Visual Qualities: Views of the designed 
landscape as part of the former gardens to the 
house.

• Incongruous Features: Lack of management has 
led to dense understorey and transplantation of 
trees- selective thinning required

Landscape Value: High
Current Landscape Condition:  Moderate - Low
Sensitivity to change:  Medium 

Proposals: This area will retained and enhanced 
as part of the proposals. Key specimen and mature 
trees of heritage value will be retained. Invasive 
understorey vegetation will be removed to restore 
the gardens sympathetically. There is potential for 
this area to enhance the landscape character of the 
AONB as parkland feature and historic gardens are 
characteristic of this area.

Area 2 :  Former Ward Blocks

Historical development: Historic maps show 
agricultural fields with sporadic tree planting and 
possibly boundary hedgerows. More recently this 
area comprised of buildings associated with the 
hospital, particularly the Men’s Block (Building C) 
and the Women’s block (Building G), built in the 1930 
and 1940s, have important architectural value .
Topography: Relatively flat, slightly sloping to the 
west. Retaining walls have been used in the southern 
part of the character area.

• Land Cover/ Vegetation: Unmanaged landscape 
associated with the former hospital and 
parkland. Large areas of hard surface.

• Tree Cover: Some individual large mature trees 
and mature tree groups reside adjacent to the 
eastern boundary of the site. Dense understorey 
unmanaged vegetation. 

• Visual Qualities: Long distance views would 
have been gained from the windows of the 
buildings across the Severn vale from this 
elevated vantage point although unmanaged 

trees and dense vegetation has restricted these 
views.

• Incongruous Features: Unmanaged understorey 
vegetation

Landscape Value: Medium 
Current Landscape Condition:  Moderate - Low
Sensitivity to change:  Low 

This area is already influenced by built form, the 
existing buildings with heritage value are to be 
retained and restored for residential use. Buildings 
with little heritage value are to be removed, new 
properties will be built in their place that reflect the 
local vernacular and use local building materials. 
The style of architecture will be uniquely designed 
to be sympathetic to th existing retained buildings 
while integrating within the landscape. 

Some parts are in poor condition due to lack of 
management, there is potential to enhance this area 
for recreational benefit and particularly for users of 
the bridle path that runs through the site.

Area 3: Westridge Site

Historical development: Historic maps show this 
area as agricultural fields and was later included 
in the designed parkland landscape from 1880s. 
Buildings associated with the hospital were built as 
part of the hospital expansion in 1925. This building 
is still in use today.
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• Topography: gently undulating
• Land Cover/ Vegetation: Landscape associated 

with the hospital, open areas and lawn. Large 
areas of hard surface. Boundary planting.

• Tree Cover: Mature tree groups, hedgerow trees 
along the southern boundary

• Visual Qualities: Open area enclosed by 
boundary vegetation, views restricted by 
mature, under managed tree groups. Some long 
distance filtered views.

• Incongruous Features: Large areas of hard 
surface and under managed woodland groups.

Landscape Value: Medium 
Current Landscape Condition:  Moderate
Sensitivity to change:  high

This area is still in use as a hospital site.  Many of 
the features are consistent with the landscape 
character although there opportunities to enhance 
the features to further accord with the vision for the 
AONB. 

As part of the proposals the existing hospital 
building is to be removed and replaced, and further 
dwellings built on this site. The design of the 
Masterplan has been as iterative process using the 
LVIA as a design driver to reduce the effect on the 
landscape. This part of the site has been sensitively 
designed with reduced density and properties set 
back from the boundary to fully integrate the built 
form within the landscape. Enhanced boundary 

Figure 3 | Proposed Masterplan showing Character Areas



Current and Potential Contribution of the Site to the AONB3
planting will create filtered views of the new 
properties.

Area 4:  Gatehouse Lodge and open field

Historical development: Historic maps show this 
area comprised of open agricultural fields until the 
main house and gardens were enlarged between 
1840-1880s when an orchard was planted on the 
south facing slope. 

• Topography: Sloping down to the southwest
• Land Cover/ Vegetation: Open grass land
• Tree Cover: Predominantly a treeless area with 

hedgerow boundary planting and avenue trees 
along the drive and adjacent to the Lodge.

• Visual Qualities: Open field with long distance 
views over the Severn Vale.

• Incongruous Features: none present

Landscape Value: High 
Current Landscape Condition:  High 
Sensitivity to change:  high

This area is sensitive to development being an open 
southwest facing field. Proposals  for this part of the 
site are retain th openness with the opportunity for 
agricultural or community use. This is in accordance 
with the landscape character and vision for the 
AONB.

Area 5 : West Escarpment

Historical development: Historic maps shows this 
area used as agricultural field and more recently the 
site of an outdoor swimming pool associated with 
the hospital . Ground surveys have found landfill in 
this area.

• Topography: undulating due to the landfill. A 
stream runs adjacent to the southern boundary 
of this area.

• Land Cover/ Vegetation: Unmanaged dense 
vegetation with invasive species. Stream 
corridor vegetation. Furthest western part 
of the site has been retained as a field and 
contains unmanaged grassland. Some areas of 
hardstanding.

• Tree Cover: Groups of mature unmanaged scrub 
and woodland. 

• Visual Qualities: generally enclosed due to 
dense vegetation. Some long range views gained 
from the western part of the area.

• Incongruous Features: unmanaged woodland 
and scrub with invasive species.

Landscape Value: Low
Current Landscape Condition:  Low
Sensitivity to change:  Medium

This area is in poor condition with areas of mature 
non-native trees  and dense scrub and invasive 
species. This area could be significantly enhance 

with the removal of the landfill and selective 
clearance of vegetation to improve the quality of the 
stream and in-turn increase biodiversity.
This area is visually more exposed than other parts 
of the site therefore the layout of the proposed 
Masterplan  has been sensitively designed to aim to 
reduce any significant effect on the landscape and 
visual amenity. Native tree planting and vegetation 
will be introduced to help integrate the built form 
within the landscape and help to achieve the vision 
for the AONB.

Area 6 : Stable mews and courtyard

Historical development: Historic maps shows 
the stable block(Grade II listed)  that was built in 
association with the main house in 1830. On later 
maps smaller blocks of built form are shown around 
this area. When the hospital expanded the stable 
block was extended.

• Topography: Gently sloping down to the west.
• Land Cover/ Vegetation: unmanaged scrub and 

trees
• Tree Cover: Mature groups of under managed 

woodland
• Visual Qualities: Enclosed by unmanaged 

vegetation. Views restricted.

Landscape Value: Low
Current Landscape Condition:  Moderate
Sensitivity to change:  :Low for the majority of the 



area although partly high around the setting of the 
historic listed building.

This area is visually enclosed from within the 
area and the wider landscape due to the sloping 
topography and overgrown vegetation. There is 
potential to remove the vegetation to open up long 
distance views that could be gained from this point. 
This would be in accordance with the landscape 
character. The new built form for this area will be 
design to work sympathetically with the listed 
buildings and will also take precedent dorm local 
vernacular. 

In conclusion the site has great value and contains 
heritage elements that are not fully appreciated in 
the current state. To be in line with the vision these 
elements should be enhanced and managed. The 
proposals for the site will facilitate this. 



SUMMARY & CONCLUSIONS

The proposals for the site have aimed to be in line 
with The Vision for the AONB and encapsulate the 
elements identified in the landscape character 
Assessment, Strategy and Guidelines and the 
Management Plan 2013-2018. 

The site has an important historic value that 
contributes not only to the site itself but also to the 
wider landscape given the vantage points where it 
is visible from. Buildings with heritage value on The 
Site are being retained and renovated as part of the 
proposals. The Masterplan ensures that the heritage 
assets, such as the mature specimen trees, parkland  
and designed gardens that were implemented in the 
1930s , are to be retained and enhanced. This also 
includes the retention of the mature woodland and 
dense boundary planting that may also date back 
to this era and are an element described as a key 
feature within the Landscape Character Assessment. 
Furthermore these features attribute to how well the 
development is integrated into the landscape and 
reduces the effect on the wider landscape. 

As part of the Masterplan development the results of 
the LVIA were used to  highlight areas within The Site 
that are more sensitive to development and would 
have a greater effect on the landscape.

The proposals for the new built form have been 
designed sensitively , taking precedent from the 
surrounding vernacular and with the aim to use local 
materials. The architecture is bespoke and has been 

designed specifically to work harmoniously with the 
existing retained historic buildings. 

Wider effects on the AONB have been a 
consideration as part of the proposals for The Site, 
for example the lighting strategy has aimed to 
minimise light pollution and maintain the tranquility 
of the area. 

The Masterplan has been designed to instill the 
distinctive character of the AONB landscape type 
Landscape Type 2C: Escarpment: Uley to Coopers 
Hill and reflect and enhance the  immediate 
character, identity and setting of The Site. Proposals 
for the site will enhance the woodland and parkland 
features within the site.  Long range views from 
within the site will be enhanced and views of the site 
from the wider landscape will not be significantly 
effected by the proposals with the aim to integrate 
the development within the landscape.
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Key Baseline and Guidelines
Site contribution/compliance

SummaryCurrent 
Condition

Proposals

AONB Vision
• Retain visual unity and scenic diversity;
• Is richer in nature, and where the cultural heritage is conserved;
• Is home to vibrant communities supported by a sustainable local economy;
• Provide a warm welcome and high-quality experience for everyone seeking inspiration, tranquility 

and to be active outdoors ;and
• Adapting successfully to changing climate and economic conditions.

Not consistent 
with vision

Complies with 
vision

• Currently a lack of maintenance on the site has led to a deterioration of landscape 
elements that detracts from the quality of the site. 

• The existing buildings on the site are derelict and in poor condition. Those with 
heritage value are being retained and restored as part of the proposals.

• The majority of the site is currently restricted from public access apart from 
the Bridleway that runs north-south through the site. The proposals include 
enhancement to the Bridleway and allowing access to the designed former gardens 
and woodland.

• Improving the landscape elements will  strengthen the green infrastructure and 
biodiversity, restore the historic landscape elements and also  create  an enhanced 
user experience while opening views to the wider landscape.

Overall AONB Landscape Character
• Dry stone walls
• Ancient semi-natural woodland and veteran trees
• Permanent pasture including unimproved calcareous grassland
• Archaeological sites and monuments and their settings and remnant historic landscapes
• Vernacular stone buildings and their settings settlement patterns and their relationship to landscape
• Parkland and historic designed landscapes
• Hedges 

Elements 
present - but in 
poor condition

Enhance landscape 
character

• The site currently contains the features identified in overall  AONB although these are 
in poor condition.

• The proposals enhance these elements.
• The proposals for the new dwellings have been designed to take precedent from local 

vernacular and where possible use local materials.

AONB Landscape Character: 2C
• The escarpment is narrow in form.
• Ancient broadleaved woodland marks the upper slopes 
• The lower slopes consist of a neat patchwork of regular fields defined by mature overgrown 

hedgerows.
• Sense of a well-wooded landscape when viewed from the vale. 
• Many barrows and hillforts border the upper scarp slopes. 
• Long range views.

Some elements 
present  - but in 
poor condition

Enhance landscape 
character

• The site existing site contains features identified in the  AONB landscape character 
although these are in poor condition.

• The proposals retain and enhance the existing features.
• Long range views from within the site will be opened up. The proposals aim to 

minimise the effect on the landscape by  sensitively locating the proposed buildings 
amongst the existing woodland and using mitigation planting where required.

Potential Landscape Implications of new development
• Encroachment of built development onto escarpment slopes intruding into the landscape.
• Proliferation of suburban building styles, housing estate layout and materials and the introduction of 

ornamental garden plants and boundary features.
• Spread of lit elements up the Escarpment slope.
• Potential for glint from buildings, particularly on hillsides.
• Erosion of the setting of the AONB
• Upgrading of rural lanes and holloways in areas of new development 
• Degradation of the view from the scarp across the adjoining vale and from the vale looking at the 

scarp.
• Loss of archaeological and historical features, field patterns and landscapes.

Some issues 
present 

Impact limited • The new development has been sensitively designed  to minimise the effect on the 
site and surrounding landscape. 

• Building styles and materials used in the new development has been designed taking 
inspiration from local vernacular. Each building type had been designed specifically 
for this location.

• The proposed landscape elements and boundaries have been designed to be 
consistent with the local character, using hedgerows, post and rail fence and stone 
walls. 

• The proposals aim to minimise the effect on any long range views in the surrounding 
around by sensitively locating the proposed buildings amongst the existing woodland 
and using mitigation planting where required.

Landscape Strategies and Guidelines
• Maintain the open, dramatic and sparsely settled character of the Escarpment.
• To not negatively intrude into the landscape .
• Ensure the development does not adversely affect settlement character and form.
• Incorporate a unique layout
• Setting development away from the boundary edge. 
• Restore the existing buildings with historic value.
• Aiming to use local stone and building styles
• Adopt measures to minimise and where possible reduce light pollution.
• Maintain views to the upper escarpment slopes and distinctive features such as folly towers and 

hillforts.
• Retain valued historical features
• Introduce trees and hedges within and around new development to reduce impact on the landscape 

ideally in advance of the development taking place.
• Retaining existing trees, hedges etc as part of the scheme.
• Ensuring development proposals safeguard and provide new links and enhancements to the Public 

Rights of Way network.

Some issues 
present

In accordance • The proposals for the site are in accordance with the guidelines provided for new 
development, this will help to enhance the quality of the AONB
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