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Mr Steven Alcock 

P J Livesey Holdings Ltd 

Beacon Road 

Trafford Park 

Manchester 

M17 1AF 

 

 

Dear Steven, 

 

STANDISH HOSPITAL – ECOLOGICAL SURVEYS SUMMARY 

 

This letter provides a summary of all ecological surveys carried out to date at Standish Hospital in 

Gloucestershire (Ordnance Survey Grid Reference SO 816 067). This letter should be read as an aide 

memoire to the detailed ecological survey reports submitted in connection with a detailed planning 

application to develop the site. 

 

Existing Ecological Survey Reports 

A number of ecological surveys were carried between April 2014 and March 2017. A summary is 

provided in Table 1. The majority of the surveys were carried out on the main Standish site; the 

Westridge Unit was added to the scheme in December 2016 (a site location plan is provided in Figure 1). 

Table 1. Ecological surveys carried out to date at Standish Hospital. 

Survey Survey Date Report Reference 

Extended Phase 1 Habitat 

Survey (main Standish site) 

April 2014 RSK (2014) 856476 - HCA Standish Hospital – Extended 

Phase 1 Habitat Survey Report 

Extended Phase 1 Habitat 

Survey (Westridge Unit) 

March 2017 RSK (2017) 856978 – Standish Westridge Hospital – 

Preliminary Ecological Appraisal Report 

Habitat Suitability Index 

(HSI) survey for Great 

Crested Newt 

May 2014 

(updated May 

2015) 

RSK (July 2014) 855476  - HCA Standish Hospital – GCN 

Survey Report 

RSK (August 2015) 855476 - HCA Standish Hospital – 

GCN 2015 Survey Report 

Presence / absence surveys 

for Great Crested Newt 

May – June 

2014 (updated 

May 2015) 

RSK (July 2014) 855476  - HCA Standish Hospital – GCN 

Survey Report 

RSK (August 2015) 855476 - HCA Standish Hospital – 

GCN 2015 Survey Report 
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Survey Survey Date Report Reference 

Reptile surveys June – 

September 2014 

RSK (October 2014) 855476 – HCA Standish Hospital – 

Reptile Survey Report 

Breeding bird surveys May – July 2014 RSK (2014) 856476 – HCA Standish Hospital – Breeding 

Bird Survey Report 

Dormouse surveys May – October 

2015 

RSK (November 2015) 855476 – HCA Standish Hospital – 

Dormouse Survey Negative Results Summary Report 

Badger surveys June – October 

2015 

RSK (October 2015) 855476 – HCA Standish Hospital – 

Badger Findings Letter Report (Confidential) 

Artificial badger sett 

specification 

April 2016 RSK (April 2016) 856339 – Standish Hospital – Artificial 

Badger Sett Specification 

Preliminary bat roost 

assessment of buildings and 

trees (main Standish site) 

June - 

September 2014 

RSK (October 2014 – Updated April 2015) – 855476 - HCA 

Standish Hospital - Bat Survey Report 

RSK (November 2016) 856339 – Standish Hospital – 

Updated Internal Building Inspection Letter Report 

Preliminary bat roost 

assessment of buildings and 

trees (Westridge Unit) 

March 2017 RSK (2017) 856978 – Standish Westridge Hospital – 

Preliminary Ecological Appraisal Report 

Tree climbing surveys (main 

Standish site) 

July / August 

2015 

RSK (October 2014 – Updated April 2015) – 855476 - HCA 

Standish Hospital - Bat Survey Report 

Bat activity surveys July – August 

2014 

RSK (November 2015) 855476 – HCA Standish Hospital 

Further - Bat Survey Report 

Hibernation (ice house) November 2014 

and January 

2015 

RSK (November 2015) 855476 – HCA Standish Hospital 

Further - Bat Survey Report 

Hibernation (buildings on 

main Standish site) 

February 2016 RSK (April 2016) 856339 - Standish Hospital – Bat 

Hibernation Survey Report 

Bat emergence / dawn 

surveys (main Standish site) 

May – August 

2015 

RSK (November 2015) 855476 – HCA Standish Hospital 

Further - Bat Survey Report 

Reptile Mitigation Strategy April 2017 RSK (March 2017) 856772 – Standish Hospital – Reptile 

Method Statement 

Habitat Regulations 

Assessment 

April 2017 RSK (April 2017) 856772 – Standish Hospital – HRA 

Report 

 

Ecological Surveys - Summary 

 

Extended Phase 1 Habitat Surveys 

The site comprises 22 buildings, fragments of broad-leaved woodland, mature trees, scrub, ornamental 

shrubs, semi-improved neutral grassland, amenity grassland, and a single pond and a stream (which 

form part of the River Frome and Tributaries Key Wildlife Site). Invasive plant species present include 

numerous stands of Fallopia japonica (Japanese Knotweed), a patch of Lamiastrum galeobdolon spp. 

argentata (Yellow Archangel) and individual shrubs of Cotoneaster species.  



 

3 

 

The site is situated in the Cotswolds Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty (AONB) and there is one 

designated site and three non-statutory designated sites within 2 km. There are records of birds including 

Barn Owl (Tyto alba) and Red Kite (Milvus milvus), protected butterflies including Small Blue (Cupido 

minimus) and High Brown Fritillary (Argynnis adippe), Water Vole (Arvicola terrestris), Badger (Meles 

meles), Great Crested Newt (Triturus cristatus) and various bat species from within 1 km of the site. 

 

Great Crested Newts 

A Habitat Suitability Index (HSI) survey was carried out on the single pond on the site and all ponds 

within 500 m which are ecologically connected to the site. Presence – absence surveys were carried out 

on the on-site pond in 2014; no Great Crested Newts were found. Additional surveys were carried out 

during 2015 on the on-site pond and two suitable ponds within 500 m. These included an environmental 

DNA survey of the on-site pond and presence – absence surveys of all suitable ponds. No Great Crested 

Newts were recorded in any ponds but a positive eDNA result was received for the on-site pond. This 

was considered to be a false positive and the presence of Great Crested Newts has been ruled out. 

 

Reptiles 

A low population of Slow Worm (Anguis fragilis) was found during surveys in 2014. There are extensive 

areas of high quality, accessible habitat throughout the site and a mitigation plan has been produced to 

protect reptiles during construction. A translocation will not be required; this is due to the low number of 

reptiles present and the large amount of habitat which is being retained.  But staged vegetation removal 

under ecological supervision will be required.  Habitat features (such as log piles) will be included in the 

scheme to provide reptiles with additional refuges. 

 

Breeding Birds 

The site supports an assemblage of species typical of overgrown amenity grassland in the countryside. 

The red-listed House Sparrow (Passer domesticus), amber-listed Dunnock (Prunella modularis), Swift 

(Apus apus) and BAP Song Thrush (Turdus philomelos) were all recorded during surveys in 2014. Scrub 

clearance will be undertaken outside of the nesting bird season (where possible) or checked by an 

ecologist prior to removal. Bird boxes suitable for House Sparrow will be included within the scheme to 

compensate for the loss of nesting sites in existing buildings. 

 

Dormice 

Surveys during 2015 found that Hazel Dormice (Muscardinus avellanarius) were absent from the site and 

no further actions were required. 

 

Badgers 

During the extended Phase 1 Habitat Survey five setts were found scattered throughout the site. 

Subsequent monitoring surveys in 2015 and 2016 found that two of the five setts were active (Sett 1 and 

Sett 2). Sett 1 and Sett 2 are located amongst extensive stands of Fallopia japonica (Japanese 

Knotweed) and will be destroyed through excavation of this invasive plant. An artificial sett was created in 

December 2016 to compensate for the loss of both setts, and it is already in use by Badgers. Works to 
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excavate the Fallopia japonica (Japanese Knotweed) will be carried out under a licence from Natural 

England at the appropriate time of year. 

 

Bats – buildings 

There are 22 buildings on the site (17 within the main hospital site and five within the Westridge Unit). 

Table 2 provides a summary of the surveys and results. 

Table 2. Bat surveys carried out on buildings at Standish Hospital 

Survey Date Results 

Preliminary bat roost assessment 

(main hospital site) 

June 2014 Four Lesser Horseshoe bat (Rhinolophus 

hipposideros) roosts, two buildings with 

moderate bat potential, four buildings with low 

bat potential and seven buildings with negligible 

bat potential. 

Dusk emergence / dawn re-entry 

surveys (main hospital site) 

May – August 

2015 

Six Common Pipistrelle (Pipistrellus pipistrellus) 

and one Serotine (Eptesicus serotinus) day 

roost(s), two Lesser Horseshoe satellite roosts 

and two Lesser Horseshoe maternity roosts. 

Static bat detector survey of ice 

house 

July – August 2014 Results indicated that the ice house is being 

used by small numbers of Lesser Horseshoe 

bats for day and night roosting. 

Internal inspection of Building G July, August 2015 

and September 

2016 

Maximum of 32 Lesser Horseshoe bats in 

maternity colony. 

Internal inspection of buildings 

(main hospital site) 

October 2016 This survey was required following the 

observation of a Greater Horseshoe bat 

(Rhinolophus ferrumequinum) in one building 

during a site inspection in September 2016. 

 

16 Lesser Horseshoe and two Greater 

Horseshoe bats were found roosting within 

various buildings throughout the site. New 

roosting locations were found and bats were 

recorded in buildings where they had not been 

found previously (building C and building D). 

Preliminary bat roost assessment 

(Westridge Unit) 

March 2017 All five buildings were assessed as having at 

least low potential for roosting bats and further 

surveys will be required. 

 

A European Protected Species Mitigation (EPSM) Licence will be required from Natural England to allow 

work that would not otherwise be permissible under legislation which protects bats and their roosts. A 
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draft application is currently being drawn up, which will be reviewed by Natural England prior to 

submission of the formal licence application if planning is approved. Mitigation is likely to include a stand-

alone, purpose-built bat house, erection of bat boxes on trees, retention and creation of roof voids for 

bats, adaptation of a lift shaft to provide roosting opportunities for bats, inclusion of features on new 

buildings for crevice dwelling species, and production of a bat-friendly lighting strategy. 

 

Further surveys on buildings at the Westridge site will be carried out during the determination period as 

agreed with the Local Planning Authority Ecologist (Victoria Pettigrew, email correspondence dated 21 

April 2017). Survey findings will be submitted prior to determination and additional information regarding 

bats at the Westridge Unit will be added to the EPSM licence application (if required). 

 

Bats – trees 

A ground level tree assessment and aerial tree inspections at the main hospital site in 2015 found 23 

trees with features which could support roosting bats. However, none of these will be affected by the 

proposals and no further surveys are required. 

 

A ground level tree assessment was also carried out at the Westridge Unit in March 2017 and nine trees 

with potential for roosting bats will be affected by the proposals. Therefore further surveys will be carried 

out during the determination period as described above and mitigation will be provided (if required). 

 

Bats – hibernation 

None of the buildings at the Westridge Unit were deemed suitable for hibernating bats but four of the 

buildings at the main hospital site were, and a suitable disused ice house was found in the south-eastern 

corner. Hibernation surveys were carried out and the results are summarised in Table 3. 

Table 3. Bat hibernation surveys at Standish Hospital 

Survey Date Results 

Hibernation surveys of ice house 

and buildings (main hospital site) 

November 2014 – 

February 2015 (ice 

house only) 

 

December 2015 – 

February 2016 

Surveys included a detailed internal inspection 

as well as the use of static bat detectors. 

 

Evidence of hibernating bats was found in 

building A, building G and the ice house. 

Internal inspection of buildings 

and structures with hibernation 

potential (main hospital site) 

January 2017 During a routine site visit a single Lesser 

Horseshoe was found hibernating in the wine 

cellar of building A. No bats were observed in 

the ice house or any other buildings suitable for 

hibernation. 

 

 

 



Bats – foraging and commuting 

During activity surveys between June and August 2014, four bat species were recorded. The most 

frequently recorded species was Common Pipistrelle, with Noctule, 

Horseshoe recorded less often. Activity was sporadic around 

bats foraging and - although only low numbers of bats were recorded 

observed, which resulted in a ‘moderate’ level of bat activity and species diversity.

 

If you have any questions regarding this letter please do not hesitate to contact me on 01442 416664 or 

email jbreeze@rsk.co.uk  

 

Yours sincerely, 

 

For RSK Company Limited 

 

Jessica Breeze 

Ecological Consultant 

 

Reviewed by: 

 

Dr Richard Carter 

Scientific Director 

During activity surveys between June and August 2014, four bat species were recorded. The most 

frequently recorded species was Common Pipistrelle, with Noctule, Myotis species and Lesser 

Horseshoe recorded less often. Activity was sporadic around much of the site with most areas having 

although only low numbers of bats were recorded - a good number of species were 

which resulted in a ‘moderate’ level of bat activity and species diversity.

arding this letter please do not hesitate to contact me on 01442 416664 or 
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