
Subscription Rooms Review 2017 

Public Consultation ‘drop-in’ event – 18th February 2017 

Feedback summary report 

 

Overview: 

The drop-in was intended as an information giving event, at the point following our 

pre-consultation with users, stakeholders and the district – but well before the 

beginning of the formal ‘community asset transfer’ process on 1st March. 

The event was well publicised, with press releases over the previous month, and a 

social media campaign building up to local radio interviews on the day, added to 

leafleting of the market, local businesses, etc. 

Our goals were: 

 Clarify our reasons for reviewing, and all of the options that are open 

 Make clear the process we will follow, in particular the timeline for Option 2 

(asset transfer process) 

 To share our pre-consultation surveys and research 

 Give another opportunity for the public to question officers & give their views. 

Over 350 people attended the day, between 9.30am and 2pm. A postcode analysis 

map of where they came from is in appendix A. 

106 written comments were received on the day. This group was significantly 

leaning towards keeping the venue public with it’s current mixed offer. Many believe 

firmly that the building belongs to the public and cannot ‘morally’ be sold. There was 

a great deal of interest and scrutiny of costs – with some calls for further clarity on 

running costs and better business management by SDC. 

There was also a significant acceptance of financial pressures, however, and that as 

long as the venue remained open and offered accessible entertainment/community 

facilities, it was not important WHO ran it, but SDC should protect the leasehold to 

prevent future sale/loss from the community. 

The public were generally very engaged, and seemed very receptive and inquisitive 

– significantly helped by the layout of the event, which had a relaxed atmosphere. 

Subrooms staff added a cafe woven between the stands of information, and 

decorated the room and ceiling hung with historical posters etc. 

We were supported by the Stroud Town Council working group, who provided a 

volunteer to help register visitors, and had their own table to publicise their public 

meetings in support of finding solutions over coming weeks. This spirit of cooperation 

has been a strength of the whole process so far, and added to the day. 
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Appendix A 

Number of visitors per postcode are represented by larger coded dots (close-up map of 

Stroud Town also available): 

 

 

 

 

 


