
The Subscription Rooms Review
Members Evening Update

To recap on the work of the Task and Finish Group

To seek comments on the review and recommendations    
to be submitted to S & R Committee 5 Dec.

To update members on next steps 



The Task & Finish Group 

Established by S&R Committee Oct 2016 

S & R asked: “How can the Subs Room best serve the community, 
bearing in mind the net level of subsidy?”

T & F Members: 
Doina Cornell; Martin Baxendale; George Butcher; Gordon Craig; 
Jonathan Edmunds; Keith Pearson; Nigel Studdert-Kennedy; Chas 
Townley; Simon Pickering (withdrew Jan 2017)

T & F is a cross party group

15 T & F meetings between Nov 2016 and Oct 2017.

Initial Chair: Simon Pickering then Doina Cornell from 30/1/17



The Ecotricity Bid 
Task & Finish Group RECOMMENDATION

The Group concluded that out of all the options presented, the 
two key objectives (i.e. reduce the subsidy and to retain public 
arts and cultural facilities)...are most readily met by this bid 
because: 

*It will not only reduce the level of public subsidy which the 
Council has to provide, but it will eliminate the subsidy 
altogether and bring a significant capital receipt to the Council to 
support its services to the public, at a time when savings need to 
be made. 

*It also provides an option of a tourist information service being 
provided in the building rent free.



The Ecotricity Bid - Task & Finish Group 
recommendation – continued...

*Despite the understandable concerns about transferring the 
Subscription Rooms to private ownership, subject to the conditions 
outlined in the Decision Box being secured, it will be possible to 
ensure public access to arts and cultural facilities within this 
prominent building, continues for the foreseeable future. 

*The disposal of the premises on the terms set out in the bid is 
considered to bring with it sufficient social and economic benefits 
to the area to justify disposal at undervalue (bearing in mind 
without the arts and cultural uses preferred by the Committee, the 
value would potentially attract a higher market value). 



Subsidy error in report

2016/17 Outturn Correct Incorrect
Income £342,391 (£364,472)
Expenditure £612,503 (£737,770)
Net Level of Subsidy £270,112 (£373,298)

The errors are largely in the Financial Implications summary 
box at the front of the report.  Consequently the groups findings 
and recommendations about the bids remain the same.  A 
supplemental report correcting the Financial Implications will 
be considered with the original Task and Finish Report at 
Strategy and Resources Committee 5 Dec



Public Engagement

The public have had multiple opportunities to express 
ideas, opinions and views over the last 12 months-
surveys; open days; press coverage

Chair of the T&F group (Simon/Doina) or the lead 
officer (J Jordan) has reported back to CS&L and S&R 
committees throughout the year-long review process

17 Feb  - Public Consultation at Subscription Rooms 
18th November - Public Event at the Subscription Rooms 
for comments on the Report



Public Event 18th November 

Summary so far: 
243 people were recorded as attending on the day, 
327 written comments were received on the day
18 written comments on the web site (at 22 Nov)

52 mentions of "Public Ownership“ 
35 mentions of "Lease" or "Leasehold”
27 mentions of "Consultation" or "Consult" 
23 mentions of the "Forecourt" 
15 mentions of "time" or "pause" or "stop“
11 mentions of "Full Council" 



Collecting your comments

Mirroring the process used to capture the public’s comments 
on the report at the recent open event, you are invited to 
either write your comments on the slips provided, or email 
direct to: paul.taylor@stroud.gov.uk by 27th Nov.

.

Member and public 
comments will be 
considered at S & R on 5th

Dec.



Next Steps:

• In addition to the original T&F report there will be a supplemental 
update report detailing the corrections to financial implications. It 
will also have a resume of the new petition (‘’objections to the 
privatisation of a unique community asset’’ & ‘’calling upon the 
District Council not to proceed with this irreversible course of 
action’’) and a summary of public and member comments 

• S & R Committee 5th Dec considers T & F Report and makes a 
decision to:

a) Accept the recommendation or
b) Reject the recommendation and considers an alternative 

• CS&L Committee will consider the future of TIC following a final 
decision being made at S&R on Subscription Rooms



Any Questions? 


