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1.  Background
1.1  The Hardwicke Neighbourhood Development Plan Group (HNDPG) Communication Plan (CP) set 

out the strategy and options for maximising community involvement in developing the NDP. This 

Statement explains how the plan was implemented and the outcomes of each form of communication. 

1.2  This document fulfils the requirements of Neighbourhood Planning Regulations 2012 that requires 

the submission of a consultation statement which

a. contains details of the persons and bodies who were consulted about the proposed 

neighbourhood development plan;

b. explains how they were consulted;

c. summarises the main issues and concerns raised by the persons consulted; and

d. describes how these issues and concerns have been considered and, where relevant, addressed 

in the proposed neighbourhood development  plan.
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2.  Types of Communication

2.1  Regular Communications

2.1.1  From its first meeting in January 2014 the minutes and actions log of the monthly HNDPG meetings 

provided a record of progression throughout the timeline of the plan. 

2.1.2  The Parish magazine (Hardwicke Matters (HM)) and notice boards communicated regular updates 

and general information whilst the Hardwicke Parish Council website enabled the community to 

view documents as they were produced. HM is distributed monthly to more than 2000 households in 

Hardwicke Parish and beyond. Contacts with developers at Hunts Grove ensure that new households 

receive the magazine as soon as they arrive in the neighbourhood. There are six notice boards 

distributed through the Parish with notices regularly updated by a Council member. 

 Appendix A1 and A2 are examples typical Hardwicke Matters article and notice board poster. 

2.2  2-Way Formal communications

2.2.1  More structured and interactive communications were used to gather the views of the community. 

These took the form of workshops, questionnaires, requests for assistance and a drop-in event. The 

type of communication chosen was dependent on the need, the timeframe in which responses were 

required and the target audience. 

• September 2013: Inaugural workshop

• February 2014:  Design a Logo

• April 2014: Community general questionnaire 

• April 2014: Parish assembly

• May 2014:Request for advice/assistance to industry service and organisations in Hardwicke

• July 2014: Youth Club consultation

• January 2015: Hardwicke Housing Needs Survey

• February 2015: Parish Assembly 2014 survey

• March 2015: Hardwicke Community Drop-in Event

• April 2015: Parish Assembly

• Mar 2016: Live website

2.2.2  The remainder of this document provides background explanations and the aims of each form of 

2-way communication.

2.2.3  Following disappointing usage of its Facebook page the Hardwicke NDP dedicated website went live 

in March 2016. The website provides information on progress of the NDP, makes documents available 

for public view and provides a feedback process to enable direct communication to the NDP team. 
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3.  Inaugural Workshop 
3.1  The inaugural workshop was held in Hardwicke Village Hall on 25th September 2013 hosted by 

Gloucestershire Rural Community Council (GRCC).

‘..GRCC is a Charitable Company Limited by Guarantee to provide professional advice and support 
for Gloucestershire’s communities. Its mission is to enrich the lives of people living in Gloucestershire by 
supporting them through change and by enabling them to determine, shape and develop their own 
communities…’ Extract from GRCC website 

3.2  The aims of the workshop were

•  To increase understanding of Neighbourhood Development Plans their aims, process and 

constraints. 

•   To provide an opportunity to explore characteristics of the community, strengths and challenges 

and to consider a vision for the future 

•   To form an initial steering group to guide the Neighbourhood Development Plan

3.3  The workshop used group work, discussion groups, SWOT analysis and presentations to capture 

views of the community. Appendix B contains the GRCC report of the workshop including all points 

raised by the community. The Hardwicke Neighbourhood Development Planning Group (HNDPG) 

formed after the workshop and used the report to guide their early activities. 
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4.  Design a Logo
4.1  NDP branding was adopted to provide a recognisable thread running through the project. This 

included a logo competition at Hardwicke Parochial School providing a branding tool and additional 

publicity that improved community awareness of the NDP. The winning entry is at appendix C.  

Hardwicke Parish Council later adopted the logo for their new Parish boundary signs. 
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5.  Community Questionnaire 
5.1  Six general themes emerged from analysis of the inaugural workshop output. These were used 

throughout the project including the development of the aims and objectives. 

5.2  A community questionnaire was conducted in April 2014 with the aim of 

•   Providing the wider community an opportunity to identify issues important to them 

•  Developing and focussing the issues identified in the inaugural workshop 

•   Identifying a baseline of issues against which the HNDPG could begin gathering evidence

5.3  The questionnaire was distributed with the March edition of the Hardwicke Matters (>2000 copies). 

Returns were requested by 23rd April 2014. A £60 prize draw was used to encourage community 

participation. 

5.4  The questionnaire is at appendix D1 and the GRCC summary of the results at appendix D2.
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6.  Parish Assembly 2014
6.1  The Hardwicke Parish Council Assembly on 23rd April 2014 provided an opportunity to update the 

community on progress towards the NDP and encourage further participation. 

6.2  Mr Phil Skill, Head of Planning at Stroud District Council was the key-note speaker providing an 

overview of the planning process. The Chair and vice-Chair of the HNDPG updated the community 

on the background to the Hardwicke NDP and progress thus far. 

6.3  Attendees were encouraged to participate by marking their own important open spaces on a 

mounted A0 size map of the Parish. Community questionnaires were available for completion on the 

night. 

6.4  Appendix E1 are the presentation slides used in the assembly and photographs of the mapping 

exercise. Appendix E2 are the outputs from the mapping exercise. 
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7.  Business, Service Providers 
and Organisations

7.1  Local businesses, the service sector and organisations with interests in Hardwicke were seen as 

important stakeholders in the process of developing a NDP. Letters inviting their participation and/

or assistance in the process were posted in April and May 2014. The aim was to inform businesses, 

organisations and services of the HNDP and provide an opportunity to become involved at different 

levels from full membership of the HNDPG to general support such as allowing publicity material to 

be displayed. 

 The letters are in the following appendices

•  Appendix F1 – Letter to businesses

•  Appendix F2 – Business distribution list

•  Appendix F3 – Letter to services and organisations

•  Appendix F4 - Service and Organisations distribution list 

•  Appendix F5 – Attachment to the letters 

7.2  Disappointingly there were only a few standard responses from the organisations list (Environmental 

Agency, Canals Trust, Natural England), with nil response from businesses and organisations. Sample 

responses can be found in appendix F6. 
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8.  Youth Club Consultation 
8.1  Hardwicke Youth Club is held every Friday night in the Village Hall for 11-16 year olds from Hardwicke. 

The youth club leader (a member of the HNDPG team) facilitated a feedback session at the club 

where attendees were asked what they liked and disliked about Hardwicke. The aim was to ensure 

the younger members of the community had the opportunity to participate in the project and 

express their views for inclusion in the NDP.

8.2  The output from the event is in appendix G.
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9.  Hardwicke Housing  
Needs Survey 

 9.1  GRCC conducted a Hardwicke Housing Survey in February 2015. The survey was distributed with the 

January 2015 edition of Hardwicke Matters (circa 2400 copies) by their distribution team of volunteers. 

The questionnaire was delivered in its own envelope rather than part of the magazine. 

9.2  Appendix H1 is the questionnaire and appendix H2 a summary of the results. 
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10.  Local Business Survey 
10.1  Following a zero response from the business community to the initial request for support, Hunter 

Page Planning consultants conducted a more focussed consultation on behalf of the HNDPG. The 

aim was to use specialists to encourage an element of business input was included in the NDP. 

10.2  A questionnaire was distributed in December 2014. This was followed by a telephone exercise a few 

weeks later to canvass responses. 

10.3  Appendix I1 is the questionnaire, appendix I2 is a summary of the responses.
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11.  HNDP Drop-In Event 
11.1  By early 2015 the HNDPG had interpreted the information and evidence available to form a number 

of requirements and general policy directions. Community consensus was necessary before moving 

onto developing the actual policies. This took the form of a ‘drop-in’ event with the aim of 

•  Providing an opportunity for the community to provide additional information 

•  Obtaining validation for the HNDPG policy directions from the community

•  Enabling important open spaces to be identified by the community

•  Enabling important vistas to be identified by the public

11.2  To maximise opportunities for attendance the event was open between 1pm and 8pm on Friday 

13th March 2015 and between 10am and 5pm on Saturday 14th March 2015 in Hardwicke Village 

Hall. Publicity for the event included articles in Hardwicke Matters, notices on Parish notice boards, a 

banner outside the Village Hall, local newspaper adverts, a Hardwicke Parish Council press release. 

11.3  The event took the form of a series of fourteen ‘storyboards’ explaining the various aspects of the NDP 

with two A0 size table maps to capture important open spaces and vistas. 

11.4  Each of the numbered storyboards had a dedicated book to capture feedback and suggestions from 

attendees. A number of slotted boxes were available for those wishing to provide feedback in a more 

private manner. Attendees were requested to state if they agreed or disagreed with the proposed 

policy direction on the storyboards. 

 The storyboards are in appendix J2 and covered 

• Storyboard 1 - The NDP Journey

• Storyboard 2 – The Community

• Storyboard 3 – Our Vision

• Storyboard 4 – Our Strategy

• Storyboard 5 – Services and Facilities

• Storyboard 6 – Maintaining the Community

• Storyboard 7 – Environment

• Storyboard 8 – Biodiversity

• Storyboard 9 – Biodiversity

• Storyboard 10 – Flooding

• Storyboard 11 – Local Housing

• Storyboard 12 – Local Housing

• Storyboard 13 – Communication and Transport

• Storyboard 14 – Employment
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11.5  Two large scale maps of the Parish were also available. One was marked to show the overall NDP 

strategy of an extended village settlement boundary with the introduction of commercial land ‘limit 

of exploitation’ boundary. The other map was used to capture attendees’ important open spaces and 

vistas with supporting comments being recorded in dedicated books. 

  Appendix J3 were the instructions for marking the map.

11.6 Feedback from the event was positive with the vast majority agreeing with our policy direction. 

•   The comments made against each storyboard are at appendix J4.

•   A list of the important open spaces identified at the event is at appendix J5.

•   A list of important vistas identified at the event is at appendix J6.

•  Appendix J7 are photographs from the event.
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12. Parish Assembly 2015 
12.1  The Hardwicke Parish Council Assembly on 8th April 2015 provided a final opportunity for community 

participation in the NDP planning stage prior to the NDP being drafted. The maps and storyboards 

used at the drop-in event were made available with further feedback being encouraged. 

12.2  Appendix K1 and appendix K2 are the additional important open spaces and vistas identified at the 

event. 

  Appendix L1 is a map of all open spaces identified and L2 is a map of the vistas identified. 
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13.  Regulation 14 Draft Plan 
Consultation’

Overview

13.1   Following positive feedback from the Community at the drop in event, and feedback received from 

surveys carried out, a first draft NDP was produced and underwent pre-submission consultation 

between 9th September 2015 and 21st October 2015. Statutory consultees and the general public 

were invited to provide feedback (see list of statutory consultees in appendix L) and a copy of the 

draft plan was submitted to Stroud District Council (SDC) in their role as Local Authority.

Consultation methods

13.2  Parish notice-boards, Hardwicke Matters village magazine and the Hardwicke Parish Council website 

publicised the following information:

• the consultation dates; 

• where the draft plan could be reviewed (e.g.. a hard copy was located in Quedgeley Library, and 

electronic versions were available on the Hardwicke Parish Council website); 

• how comments and representations could be made regarding the plan.  

Feedback

13.3  Responses to the Regulation 14 draft were received from SDC, Gloucestershire County Council (GCC), 

The Environment Agency (EA) and Redrow Homes Ltd. The feedback from each of these consultees 

are available at appendices M1 to M4, with the main comments received relating to the following:

• Proposed settlement boundary

• Incorporation of Hunts Grove

• Additional information to justify housing need

• Proposed green wedge

• Identifying areas of flood risk

13.4  Comments made were used to further mature the draft plan to meet National, Local and Parish 

regulatory and expressed requirements, and are reflected in the submitted version of the plan. The 

general changes made are detailed below:  

Amendments based on the feedback received

13.5  Amendments to the wording of the text, suggested by SDC, was generally adopted. This strengthened 

the policies and justification provided within the Regulation 14 draft. Changes made in relation to 

the main areas referred to within the comments received are detailed below, under the appropriate 

headings: 
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Settlement boundary 

13.6  In response to comment 7 of SDC’s feedback the original Hardwicke settlement boundary was re-

instated, in-line with the Stroud Local Plan. This excluded Hunts Grove and other residential sites 

with planning permission within the Parish. The wording of policy GEN1 was consequently altered to 

support the principle of infill development within Hunts Grove.

General Policy 1: 

13.7  An important informal vision for Hardwicke Parish Council is for Hunts Grove to become fully 

integrated into the Hardwicke community, albeit with its own characteristics. Feedback suggested 

that the original policy appeared to conflict with this vision. The wording was changed to better 

reflect this vision whilst retaining the original intent of the policy. As detailed above, the wording 

was amended based on altering the settlement boundary to support infill development within the 

settlement boundary and Hunts Grove. 

Housing to meet local needs: 

13.8  SDC noted that the housing needs analysis identified current age and population profiles that might 

change as Hunts Grove development matures. Hardwicke Parish Council has a stated aim to review 

housing needs on a regular basis (initially 5 years from NDP being ‘made’). The 2021 census results will 

enable the current Housing Needs Analysis to be updated with latest population profiles. 

13.9  SDC correctly noted that the Housing Needs Survey gathered information on affordable housing only. 

The survey was only part of the full Housing Needs Analysis that considered future affordable and 

market housing needs. A new Future Housing Assessment (dated January 2017) fully analysed the 

housing need for Hardwicke, and provides a comprehensive evidence base to inform the dwelling 

types required within the Parish over the plan period.

Green Wedge

13.10  In view of the SDC feedback, notably referencing the lack of justification, the green wedge concept 

was replaced by the identification of important green spaces in Hardwicke. With the designation of 

local green spaces, the categorisation of other open spaces, and robust policies, the plan continues 

to protect this land from development.   

Employment Land: 

13.11  The intent of the ‘employment boundary’ policy was to support new business within business areas 

identified in the Local Plan. The policies were re-written and consolidated into policy GEN1 and EC1 

in response to the SDC feedback that regarded the original policies as being overly restrictive. 

Risk of flooding

13.12  The Environment Agency suggested including the areas at greatest risk of flooding within the 

proposal map, and making a point about providing open space along watercourses. These were 

included in the updated NDP proposals map. 
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Non-Compliance 

13.13  Development Company Redrow provided feedback aligned to their known commercial interest in 

the Hardwicke area. Much of the feedback challenged the plan’s compliance with the NPPF and the 

Local Plan. These assertions were reviewed and the evidence base strengthened where necessary to 

ensure that the plan and its associated evidence met all legislative requirements and supported the 

policies contained in the adopted Local Plan. ..’  
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14. Conclusion 
14.1  Following its agreement to produce a NDP, HPC arranged an inaugural workshop to publicise the 

initiative and canvass community volunteers. 

14.2  The workshop resulted in the forming of a HNDPG who used the workshop output to develop a plan 

for producing the NDP. 

14.3  Regular one way communications were facilitated through the local monthly magazine, Parish notice 

boards and updates on the Parish website. 

14.4  A number of methods were used to ensure the Hardwicke community had every opportunity to 

participate in the development of an NDP and provide their views. When it was felt that participation 

was a too low to provide a reasonably representative input then action to provide additional 

opportunities to participate was used such as the business questionnaire and telephone follow up. 

14.5  When the identified requirements and supporting evidence was sufficiently mature to consider 

developing policies then the community was invited to confirm their agreement of the policy 

direction at the drop-in event. This was seen as validation from the community to proceed to compile 

a pre-submission for the 6-week consultation. 

14.6  This consultation document provides evidence that the level of communications conducted by the 

HNDPG to provide the community with opportunities to express their view on the contents of the 

NDP meets the requirements of the appropriate EU Legislation, NPPF requirements and those of the 

SDC local plan.
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Hardwicke	Neighbourhood	Development	Plan	Group	
Questionnaire	2014	(109	respondents)	

	
SUMMARY	

	

Some	key	points	from	the	survey	are	summarised	below.	
	

• When	 respondents	were	 asked	 how	 important	 it	was	 to	 them	 to	 have	 various	
facilities	within	Hardwicke,	the	top	3	were	as	follows:	Post	office	92%	(62%	very	
important,	 30%	 important);	 Shops	 90%	 (50%	 very	 important,	 40%	 important);	
Health	facilities	88%	(68%	very	important,	20%	important).	

	

• 81%	of	 respondents	 said	 it	 is	 important	 to	 them	 that	Hardwicke	has	 a	defined	
centre	e.g.	 for	 amenities,	 retail,	 services	 and	 leisure	 (39%	very	 important,	 42%	
important).	

	

• 88%	said	that	community	spirit	 is	 important	to	them	(39%	very	 important,	49%	
important)	but	only	28%	 think	 there	 is	 a	 strong	 community	 spirit	 in	Hardwicke	
(44%	disagree	and	 the	 remainder	do	not	 know	or	did	not	 reply).	 	When	asked	
how	community	spirit	could	be	enhanced,	the	most	common	answer	was	to	have	
more	community	events	such	as	village	show,	fetes	and	events	like	the	Jubilee.	

	

• When	asked	what	contributes	most	to	a	‘village	feel’	the	most	common	answers	
were	a	pub,	a	village	green	and	countryside.	

	

• 99%	said	that	retention	of	hedgerows	is	important	to	them	(67%	very	important,	
32%	important).	

	

• 97%	said	that	ditch	management	is	important	to	them	(79%	very	important,	18%	
important).	

	

• 45%	think	there	 is	a	need	to	review	recycling	arrangements	 in	Hardwicke.	 	The	
most	common	comments	about	recycling	concerned	green	waste.	

	

• 46%	think	that	production	of	renewable	energy	in	Hardwicke	should	be	explored	
as	part	of	the	NDP.		19%	disagree	and	the	remainder	had	no	opinion	or	did	not	
reply.	

	

• 50%	are	 concerned	about	 flooding	 in	Hardwicke.	 	 The	most	 common	 locations	
mentioned	were	Church	Lane,	Pound	Lane	and	Green	Lane.	

	



	

	 	 	 	 	 	 	
	 	 	

• When	asked	to	state	if	there	are	any	locations	in	Hardwicke	they	do	not	feel	safe	
and	 to	 give	 the	 reasons	why,	 38%	 of	 respondents	 did	 so.	 	 The	most	 common	
locations	were	Church	Lane	and	Sellars	Road	and	the	most	common	reason	was	
traffic,	e.g.	speeding	traffic	posing	a	danger	to	pedestrians.	

	

• 87%	are	concerned	about	road	safety	in	Hardwicke.		The	most	common	locations	
mentioned	were	Green	 Lane,	 Sellars	 Road,	 Church	 Lane	 and	 Pound	 Lane,	with	
issues	including	speeding,	volume,	parking	and	narrow	roads.	

	

• 87%	 are	 concerned	 about	 the	 condition	 of	 roads,	 69%	 about	 the	 condition	 of	
pavements	and	72%	about	the	condition	of	footpaths.	

	

• 31%	use	buses	in	Hardwicke	daily	or	weekly.	 	28%	would	be	encouraged	to	use	
the	buses	more	often	if	they	were	more	frequent.	

	

• 65%	 are	 in	 favour	 of	 providing	more	 local	 job	 opportunities	 in	 Hardwicke	 and	
52%	 think	 that	 enhancing	 the	 local	 economy	 should	be	 addressed	 through	 the	
NDP.	

	

• 28%	do	not	think	the	current	housing	mix	in	Hardwicke	is	right.		22%	think	there	
is	 a	 shortage	 of	 bungalows	 and	 15%	 think	 there	 is	 a	 shortage	 of	
sheltered/retirement	housing.	

	

• 84%	 think	 the	NDP	 should	address	maintaining	a	 rural	 feel	 for	 the	parish,	 61%	
maintaining	 a	 separation	 from	 Gloucester/Quedgeley	 and	 55%	 standards	 in	
housing	design	and	style.	

FULL	RESULTS	
	
SECTION	A:	HOUSEHOLD	INFORMATION	
	
A1	Which	age	group	do	you	belong	to?	
	

	
Number	of	
respondents	

%	of	109	
respondents	

Under	16	 0	 0%	
Aged	16-40	 15	 14%	
Aged	41-59	 32	 29%	
Aged	60+	 61	 56%	
No	reply	 1	 1%	
Total	 109	 100%	

	
A2	To	show	us	which	part	of	the	parish	you	live	in,	please	state	the	name	of	
your	road.	
	



	

	 	 	 	 	 	 	
	 	 	

Number	of	responses:	105	
	
Summary	of	responses	(A-Z)	
	

Road	 Number	of	
respondents	 	 Road	(ctd)	 Number	of	

respondents	
Arkendale	Drive	 1	 	 Lloyd-Baker	Court	 1	
Ashgrove	Close	 2	 	 Longney	Road	 1	
Barley	Close	 3	 	 Maple	Close	 2	
Bath	Road	 2	 	 Oak	Tree	Close	 2	
Beech	Close	 1	 	 Orchard	Close	 5	
Bristol	Road	 4	 	 Overbrook	 1	
Church	Lane	 4	 	 Overbrook	Road	 3	
Church	Road	 1	 	 Peartree	Close	 1	
Clover	Drive	 2	 	 Ploughmans	Way	 2	
Cornfield	Drive	 3	 	 Poplar	Way	 1	
Dimore	Close	 10	 	 Pound	Lane	 1	
Elmgrove	 1	 	 Sellars	 1	
Elmgrove	Estate	 4	 	 Sellars	Road	 2	
Elmgrove	Road	
East	 1	 	 Springdale	Close	 2	

Elmgrove	Road	
West	 4	 	 Stank	Lane	 1	

Green	Lane	 3	 	 Sunnyfield	 1	
Green	Park	 1	 	 Sunnyfield	Road	 5	

Hawthorn	Close	 2	 	
Westbourne	
Drive	 1	

Hembury	Close	 1	 	 Westland	Road	 2	
Hildyard	Close	 6	 	 Wharfdale	Way	 3	
Hunters	Way	 1	 	 Whitstone	Rise	 1	
Hunts	Grove	Drive	 6	 	 Woodlands	Park	 3	
	
N.B.	The	respondent	who	wrote	‘Longney	Road’	added	“(over	the	Pilot	Bridge)	-	
still	part	of	Hardwicke	although	usually	forgotten”.	
	
	
ABOUT	HARDWICKE	NEIGHBOURHOOD	DEVELOPMENT	PLAN	AIMS	
	
SECTION	B:	IMPROVED	SERVICES	AND	FACILITIES	
	
B1	How	important	is	it	for	you	to	have	the	following	facilities	within	
Hardwicke?	(Tick	one	per	row)	
	
Number	of	
respondents	

Very	
important	 Important	

Not	
important	

No	
opinion	 No	reply	 Total	



	

	 	 	 	 	 	 	
	 	 	

Community	Centre	 35		 45	 12	 7	 10	 109	
Health	facilities	 74	 22	 7	 0	 6	 109	
Post	office	 68	 33	 7	 0	 1	 109	
Shops	 54	 44	 5	 0	 6	 109	
Sporting	facilities	 27	 37	 24	 8	 13	 109	
Elderly	care	and	
facilities	 53	 34	 14	 4	 4	 109	
Family	facilities	 28	 51	 11	 7	 12	 109	
New	school	 22	 29	 32	 16	 10	 109	
Youth	facilities	 33	 49	 11	 7	 9	 109	
	

%	of	109	respondents	 Very	
important	 Important	

Not	
important	

No	
opinion	 No	reply	 Total	

Community	Centre	 32%	 41%	 11%	 6%	 9%	 100%	
Health	facilities	 68%	 20%	 6%	 0%	 6%	 100%	
Post	office	 62%	 30%	 6%	 0%	 1%	 100%	
Shops	 50%	 40%	 5%	 0%	 6%	 100%	
Sporting	facilities	 25%	 34%	 22%	 7%	 12%	 100%	
Elderly	care	and	
facilities	 49%	 31%	 13%	 4%	 4%	 100%	
Family	facilities	 26%	 47%	 10%	 6%	 11%	 100%	
New	school	 20%	 27%	 29%	 15%	 9%	 100%	
Youth	facilities	 30%	 45%	 10%	 6%	 8%	 100%	
	
B2	Are	there	any	additional	facilities	and	services	needed	for	Hardwicke	
Parish?	If	so,	please	state	below	
	
Number	of	responses:	51	
	
Most	common	answers:	
• Doctor’s	surgery	 	 12	respondents	
• Shop(s)	 	 	 8	
• Swimming	pool	 	 8	
• Bus	service	(more/better)	 6	
• Restaurant/takeaway	 5	
• Park	 	 	 5	
• Post	office		 	 4	
• Pub	 	 	 	 4	 	
• Pharmacy		 	 3	
• Coffee	shop/tea	room	 2	
• Leisure	centre	 	 2	
• Skate	park	 	 	 2	
	
	
Full	comments	A-Z	



	

	 	 	 	 	 	 	
	 	 	

• A	decent	pub	and	curry	house	
• A	 doctor's	 surgery	 would	 be	 useful.	 	 (The	 Starting	 Gate	 pub	 would	 be	 a	 nice	

setting	for	one.)	
• A	local	pub	and	walkways	that	are	wheelchair/pushchair	friendly.	
• A	 really	 good	 size,	 fenced	 off,	 all	 weather	 play	 park	 for	 the	 children.	 	 Skate	

boarding,	 or	 other,	 for	 the	 youth/teenagers.	 	 Highbridge	 Somerset	 a	 great	
example!	

• Additional	eating	places	i.e.	public	house	or	tea	room	etc.	
• Although	 possibly	 beyond	 means,	 a	 community	 centre	 similar	 to	 the	 one	 at	

Quedgeley	would	be	good	which	 seems	 to	be	open	a	great	 [no	word	here	but	
should	it	say	'deal'?],	including	a	social	club.	

• Better	doctor	services.		Current	times	to	see	my	GP	are	3	weeks.	
• Better	roads	-	less	potholes.		Green	Lane	needs	speed	limit.	
• Bike	locks	at	village	hall.		Possibly	more	public	transport.	
• Bring	back	the	doctor	to	Hardwicke.	
• Bus	service:	running	7	days	a	week.	
• Centre	for	youth	club	and	internet	café.	
• Chemist	within	walking	distance	
• Childcare.	
• Could	do	with	pharmacy.	
• Decent	 bus	 service.	 	 Access	 from	 Bath	 Road	 over	 to	 services,	 shop,	 &	

McDonald's,	garage	over	roads	4008	&	A38.	
• Desperately	need	a	post	office,	and	a	really	good	local	pub,	restaurant.	
• Doctors	surgery.	
• Doctors	surgery.	 	School	 is	 it	being	extended	due	to	number	of	houses	coming.		

Swing	replacing	at	park	on	Wharfdale	Way	which	I	have	reported	twice.	
• Doctor's	surgery?		Clinic?		Dentist?	
• Doctors,	post	office.	
• Good	bus	services.		Post	boxes.		Playgrounds	for	young	children	and	open	spaces.	
• GPs	Doctors	
• Hairdressers,	 barbers	 shop.	 	 More	 seating,	 gardens,	 parks,	 small	 animal	 zoos.		

Coffee	shop.		Shop	for	selling	individual's	goods,	'farm	shop'.	
• Improved	Drs	facilities.		Better	bus	times.	
• It	 needs	 a	 focal	 point,	 all	 successful	 villages	 have	 one.	 	 Where	 people	 come	

together.		A	good	shopping	area	with	small	shops	will	work	(not	Tesco!).	
• Keep	the	village	hall.		Provide	a	local	doctors	surgery	as	in	Overbrook	Road	in	the	

past!	
• Leisure	-	swimming	pool	-	health	club.	
• Local	doctors.	
• Meeting	places.	
• More	doctor's	surgeries	either	in	Hardwicke	or	Quedgeley,	but	Hardwicke	would	

be	better.	
• More	shops	-	possibly	a	takeaway	
• No	-	keep	as	a	small	village.	



	

	 	 	 	 	 	 	
	 	 	

• No	 additional	 facilities	 really	 but	 disabled	 access	 to	 some	 areas	 need	
improvement.		The	loss	of	our	shop	and	post	office	has	hit	Hardwicke	hard	so	a	
new	one	has	to	be	a	priority.	

• No.	
• None	that	I	can	think	of.	
• Not	necessarily	Hardwicke,	but	a	swimming	pool	close	by	would	be	great!	
• Open	space	for	relaxation	e.g.	green	spaces,	with	benches	etc.	
• Return	of	a	local	shop	and	PO	
• Safe	places	for	dog	walkers	that	do	not	conflict	with	other	space	users.		Good	car	

parking	 on	 estates	 -	 real	 problem	 in	 our	 area	 at	 the	moment.	 	More	 recycling	
facilities	at	prime	times	of	the	year	e.g.	cardboard	at	Christmas.	

• Sporting	facilities	for	girls	e.g.	tennis,	netball.		Skate	park	(at	present,	children	go	
to	Kingsway	or	Quedgeley).	

• Swimming	pool	-	maybe	at	Severn	Vale	School,	so	half	costs	with	Quedgeley?	
• Swimming	pool.		Activities	for	all	ages.	
• Swimming	pool.		Drs.		More	shops.		Buses.	
• Swimming	 pool.	 	More	 recognition	 from	 SDC	 that	 although	Hardwicke	may	 be	

closer	to	Gloucester,	we	do	exist,	this	applies	to	MP	too.	
• Swimming	pool/spa.	
• Takeaway?	
• There	 are	 no	 health	 facilities	 in	 Hardwicke	 so	 this	 needs	 to	 be	 addressed	

urgently.	 	 Greater	 variety	 of	 shops	would	 be	 nice.	 	 A	 nice	 formal,	 but	 natural	
wildlife	area	would	be	good	for	Hardwicke.	

• There	 should	 be	 a	 public	 park,	 which	 could	 incorporate	 some	 of	 the	 above	
facilities.	

• We	have	no	chemist,	no	GP	surgeries,	no	library,	no	district	nurse,	no	dentist.		I	
have	lived	in	Hardwicke	59	years.	

• Would	like	to	see	bigger	sports	facilities	in	this	area.		With	the	amount	of	housing	
we	could	do	with	our	own	leisure	centre	with	swimming	facilities.	

	
B3	Please	suggest	any	improvements	to	the	above	facilities	and	services	in	
the	space	below	
	
Number	of	responses:	43	
	
Most	common	answers	
• Post	office	in	Hardwicke		 	 	 8	
• More	facilities/clubs	for	young	people		 4	 	
e.g.	indoor	sports;	astro	pitch;	youth	clubs	
• More	use	of	village	hall	 	 	 	 4		 	
e.g.	indoor	sports;	pub;	more	activities	
• More	sports	facilities	 	 	 	 3	 	
e.g.	indoor	sports;	tennis	court;	bowling	green	
• Bigger	car	parks	 	 	 	 	 3		 	
e.g.	doctors;	dentist;	police	station;	school;	post	office	
• New	school	building	 	 	 	 2	



	

	 	 	 	 	 	 	
	 	 	

• GP	surgery	in	Hardwicke	 	 	 2	
• Shorter	waiting	times	at	GP	 	 	 2	
• Dental	surgery	in	Hardwicke	 	 	 2	
• Coffee	shop	 	 	 	 	 2	
	
Full	comments	A-Z	
• A	doctors	surgery	in	Hardwicke	would	be	good	as	would	a	dentists.		More	open	

playing	fields.	
• A	strong	play	area	for	teenagers	-	they	like	using	swings,	slides,	climbing	frames	

too	but	the	existing	 facilities	get	damaged	because	they	are	not	strong	enough	
for	them.		2.	A	bus	service	between	Hardwicke/Quedgeley	and	Tuffley.	

• A	youth	club	focused	on	computers,	games	as	well	as	physical	activities.	 	 (They	
won't	come	otherwise.)	

• All	of	B1.		Roads.	
• Bring	back	our	post	office	ASAP.	
• Car	park	at	post	office	is	not	big	enough.	
• Chemist.		Dentist.	
• Coffee	shop/internet	café.	
• Community	 Centre	 (village	 hall)	 enlarged	 for	 sports	 facilities	 e.g.	 badminton,	

table	tennis,	and	indoor	sports	for	very	young.		Concerts	etc.		Also	bowling	green	
outside.	

• Covered	bus	 stops	 at	 bottom	of	 School	 Lane,	 opposite	woodlands,	with	 seat	 if	
possible	for	use	of	elderly.	

• Desperately	need	the	post	office	reopening.	
• Do	not	need	a	new	school,	perhaps	extend	current	school.	
• For	the	elder	people	-	closer	health	facilities	and	post	office.	
• Good	news	about	'ONE-STOP'	shop	(previously	Starting	Gate	pub)	and	post	office	

-	absolutely	vital	to	residents	of	Hardwicke.		THANK	you	to	all	those	involved	in	
this.	

• Health	 facilities	 to	 include	 complimentary	medicine.	 	 Sporting	 facilities	 geared	
toward	all	generations,	i.e.	tennis	courts,	bowling	green,	ballroom	dancing.	

• I	hope	a	new	doctors	surgery	will	be	at	the	"Health	Facilities"	plus	a	small	physio	
centre.		There	are	more	vets	in	the	area	than	doctors!	

• I	think	we	are	lucky	to	have	such	good	facilities	in	Hardwicke	and	close	by.	
• I	would	 like	to	see	Hardwicke	village	hall	used	more	often	and	by	more	diverse	

activities.	
• Improve	community	centre	facilities.	
• Improved	bus	 services.	 	 Post	 boxes,	 telephone	 and	playground	 in	Hunts	Grove	

area.	
• Larger	 car	 park	 by	 doctors/dentist/police	 station.	 	 Bring	 back	 the	 post	 office	 -	

often	long	queues	at	the	one	at	Tesco.	
• Make	an	entrance	to	the	school	from	Green	Lane.		And	more	in	school	parking.	
• Most	 certainly	 a	 bigger	 post	 office.	 	 Also	 being	 able	 to	 see	 a	 doctor	 at	 short	

notice.	
• Need	more	of	all	of	the	ticked	boxes.		The	housing	grows	but	not	the	facilities.	
• Need	to	build	new	facilities.	



	

	 	 	 	 	 	 	
	 	 	

• No	GP	surgery	in	Hardwicke	needed	as	cannot	get	into	Quedgeley	surgeries.	
• Post	office.	
• Preferably	a	new	build	school	to	supplement	the	existing	school	provision.	
• Recycle	and	refuse.		Is	a	nightmare	for	disabled	and	elderly.	
• Re-open	 the	 post	 office,	 or	 at	 least	 get	 something	 in	 place	 for	 the	 whole	

community.	
• Road	safety	-	Pound	Lane,	Church	Lane.	
• Shops	 -	 see	 comment	 at	 end	 of	 survey	 [A	 few	 retail	 units	 would	 be	 a	 good	

idea/nice.		Coffee	shop/cake	&	bakery?	/	local	art	&	craft	shop,	etc.		This	would	
give	area	a	boost	and	help	retain	boundary	separation	from	Quedgeley.]	

• Speed	limits	and	pedestrian	lights.	
• Sports	areas.	
• The	school	 is	at	capacity,	both	for	children	and	buildings	-	a	new	school	 is	vital.		

An	increased	police	presence	would	be	helpful.		Post	office	provided	a	centre	for	
the	village	as	well	as	a	vital	service.	

• The	village	hall	could	be	used	as	a	pub,	like	the	Legion.		A	building	which	could	be	
made	profitable.		A	gold	mine,	making	nothing.		Saturdays	could	have	Sky	Sport	
matches	etc.	and	watch	Hardwicke	AFC.		But	no,	always	shut	for	some	non	profit	
making	effort.	

• There	seems	to	be	very	little	for	young	folk	with	youth	clubs	meeting	about	twice	
a	month.		Surely	there	should	be	more	for	young	people.	

• There	should	be	a	preservation	of	green	fields	with	footpaths	for	dog	walkers.	
• Urgently	need	more	health	facilities.	
• Waiting	times	cut	in	doctors	surgery.	
• We	 seem	 to	 put	 the	 cart	 before	 the	 horse,	why	 not	 build	 some	decent	 roads,	

then	build	your	new	houses	round	them,	at	 the	moment	you	build	the	houses,	
then	try	to	find	a	way	of	getting	the	traffic	moving.	

• Wider	use	of	village	hall.	
• Youth	facilities	need	to	be	all	weather	and	open	to	all	ages.	 	 I	suggest	an	Astro	

pitch	with	multi	use	set-up	for	football,	netball	and	basketball.	
	
B4	How	well	do	the	following	green	spaces	in	Hardwicke	serve	your	needs?	
Please	suggest	your	own	in	in	the	"Other"	row	and	text	box.	(Tick	one	per	
row)	
	

Number	of	
respondents	 Completely	 Partially	 Not	at	all	

Do	not	
use	

No	
reply	 Total	

Spaces	for	sport	 16	 31	 7	 41	 14	 109	
Spaces	for	walking	 38	 55	 3	 5	 8	 109	

Playgrounds	 21	 35	 4	 42	 7	 109	
Allotments	 5	 13	 16	 59	 16	 109	

Wildlife	areas	 23	 47	 20	 12	 7	 109	
Tranquil	areas	 22	 50	 18	 8	 11	 109	

Informal	play	areas	 12	 29	 9	 48	 11	 109	
	

%	of	109	respondents	 Completely	 Partially	 Not	at	all	 Do	not	 No	 Total	



	

	 	 	 	 	 	 	
	 	 	

use	 reply	
Spaces	for	sport	 15%	 28%	 6%	 38%	 13%	 100%	
Spaces	for	walking	 35%	 50%	 3%	 5%	 7%	 100%	
Playgrounds	 19%	 32%	 4%	 39%	 6%	 100%	
Allotments	 5%	 12%	 15%	 54%	 15%	 100%	
Wildlife	areas	 21%	 43%	 18%	 11%	 6%	 100%	
Tranquil	areas	 20%	 46%	 17%	 7%	 10%	 100%	
Informal	play	areas	 11%	 27%	 8%	 44%	 10%	 100%	

	
	
C1	How	important	is	it	to	you	that	Hardwicke	has	a	defined	centre?	e.g.	for	
amenities,	retail,	services	&	leisure	
	

		

Number	of	
respondent

s	

%	of	109	
respondent

s	
Very	
important	 42	 39%	
Important	 46	 42%	
Not	important	 15	 14%	
No	opinion	 2	 2%	
No	reply	 4	 4%	
Total	 109	 100%	

	
C2	Do	you	think	there	is	a	strong	community	spirit	in	Hardwicke?	
	

		
Number	of	
respondents	

%	of	109	
respondents	

Yes	 30	 28%	
No	 48	 44%	
Don't	know	 26	 24%	
No	reply	 5	 5%	
Total	 109	 100%	

	
C3	How	important	to	you	is	community	spirit?	
	

		
Number	of	
respondents	

%	of	109	
respondents	

Very	important	 42	 39%	
Important	 53	 49%	
Not	important	 4	 4%	
No	opinion	 8	 7%	
No	reply	 2	 2%	
Total	 109	 100%	

	



	

	 	 	 	 	 	 	
	 	 	

C4	How	could	community	spirit	in	Hardwicke	be	enhanced?	
	
Number	of	responses:	51	
	
Most	common	answers	
• Events	 	 	 	 	 	 18	 	
(e.g.	village	show,	fetes,	events	like	Jubilee)	
• Places	to	gather/meet	 	 	 	 6	
• Community	centre	 	 	 	 4	
• Focal	point/defined	centre	 	 	 4	
• Coffee	shop/café	 	 	 	 	 3	
	
Full	comments	A-Z	
• Encouragement	 of	 looking	 out	 for	 each	 other	 -	 scheme	 to	 get	 to	 know	

neighbours	and	OAPs	who	could	do	with	some	help.	
• A	defined	centre	where	people	and	services	can	meet	up.	
• Annual	events	like	Jubilee	celebrations.	
• Better	links	between	Hunts	Grove	and	Hardwicke.	
• Bonfire	night	could	be	an	earner	of	[do	they	mean	'for'?]	Parish	Council.		If	they	

had	 a	 big	 community	 bonfire,	 lots	 of	 stalls,	 parking	 a	 plenty	 on	 field,	 Danters	
fairground,	 Attwools	 tents.	 	 A	 good	 village	 spirit,	 full	 bar	 in	 village	 hall	 and	
everything.	 	 It	 won't	 happen	 as	 health	 &	 safety	 I	 suspect.	 	 I	 know,	 let's	 play	
bowls!		

• Bring	back	village	show,	horticulture	event.		Possible	vintage	car	show.	
• By	creating	a	centre.	
• By	encouraging	people	to	keep	Hardwicke	litter	free	and	dog	mess	free	and	for	

the	residents	to	take	a	pride	in	where	they	live.	
• By	having	a	community	centre	and	more	events	that	bring	people	together.	
• By	having	a	focal	point.		People	need	to	interact	and	there	is	nowhere	for	them	

to	do	this!	
• By	identifying	it	as	a	community	rather	than	a	housing	estate.	
• By	 incorporating	 some	 of	 the	 points	 itemised	 in	 B4,	 B1,	 and	 improving	 and	

strengthening	these	areas.	
• By	more	mature	facilities	for	family	gatherings.	
• By	organising	more	events	where	the	community	could	work	together	e.g.	fetes.		

In	the	light	of	recent	burglaries,	develop	more	community	spirit	so	folk	look	out	
for	each	other.	

• Communal	garden,	events,	 cycle	 routes,	 that	all	ages	can	participate	 in.	 	Parks,	
coffee	shop/farm	shop.	

• Community	centre/sports	centre.	
• Community	spirit	has	to	come	from	the	people	 in	the	main.	 	Providing	a	village	

with,	as	much	as	possible	in	the	NDP	to	help	this:	ie:	as	detailed	in	B4,	can	only	
help	-	important	to	try	-	important	to	work	together.	

• Continuing	with	Hardwicke	Matters	and	events	in	and	around	Hardwicke	village	
hall.		Stroud	Council	to	take	more	interest	in	Hardwicke.	

• Don't	know.	



	

	 	 	 	 	 	 	
	 	 	

• Encourage	more	locally	based	events.	
• Events	like	Jubilee.		Music	events.	
• Events	on	the	green.	
• For	everyone	to	appreciate	how	lucky	we	are	to	live	here.	
• Gathering	area/community	centre	with	adjacent	shops/school/parking.	
• Get	the	village	hall	to	put	on	'village	dos'	i.e.	veg/flower	shows,	entertainment	-	

utilise	the	playing	field	-	fairs	-	stall	etc.	etc.		I	know	who	will	do	it	-	we	have	and	
it	worked.	

• Give	the	village	a	centre!		From	this,	its	identity	will	be	enhanced.		Hardwicke	has	
grown	 too	 quickly	 and	 is	 now	 in	 danger	 of	 becoming	 simply	 a	 "dormitory"	 for	
Glos/Stroud	etc.	

• I	believe	a	start	was	made	at	the	Jubilee	celebrations.		It	would	be	nice	to	have	
this	kind	of	event	increased.	

• I	think	in	places	it	is	strong.		Sadly	in	the	area	of	Hardwicke	we	live	people	don't	
respect	their	surroundings.		A	lot	of	rubbish	appears	through	the	week,	noise	and	
drugs.	 	 It	 has	 got	 a	 lot	 worse	 in	 last	 2	 years.	 	 The	 newsletter	 is	 great:	 keeps	
people	informed.	

• I	think	it	 is	very	good.	Even	though	I	have	not	been	involved	it	feels	good	to	be	
somewhere	 where	 you	 see	 people	 engaging	 with	 the	 community	 and	
participating	

• I	think	nowadays	it's	very	difficult	due	to	lifestyles	and	the	volume	of	people.	
• I	 think	there	 is	some	 'local'	community	spirit	with	people	friendly	when	you	do	

see	them.		However,	probably	due	to	people	working	there	are	few	possibilities	
to	"get	together"	and	generally	get	to	know	other	people.	

• I	use	Quedgeley	facilities	which	are	excellent,	perhaps	do	similar,	or	amalgamate.	
• Involve	young	people	in	British	Legion.	
• Jubilee	funday	was	fantastic.		More	similar	family	friendly	events	would	be	good.	
• Local	tea/coffee	shop.	
• Meeting	places	-	café.		Locally	run	shop.	
• More	community	events.		More	information	about	what	is	going	on	in	area.	
• More	events	on	field	and	in	Legion	and	village	hall.	
• More	groups	for	specified	activities.		Slimming	club.	
• More	places	and	opportunities	to	meet	with	other	people	in	the	community	and	

have	activities	available	to	work	together	and	get	to	know	each	other.	
• More	social	places.	
• More	use	of	notice	boards.	 	Most	events	are	only	read	about	 in	the	Hardwicke	

Matters	mag.		Most	parents	get	close	to	the	board	at	the	school	gate.	
• New	to	the	area	-	no	opinion	as	yet.	
• Newcomers	 to	 village	want	 to	make	 too	many	 changes.	 	 Close	access	 roads	 to	

local	 villages.	 	 How	 do	 you	 get	 here	 and	 how	 do	 they	 get	 [can't	 read	 rest	 of	
comment].	

• Perhaps	a	community	centre	to	meet	with	others?	
• Possibly	more	individual	involvement	in	the	community.	
• Somewhere	people	can	meet.	
• Summer	outdoor	fair/BBQ/stalls/entertainment	



	

	 	 	 	 	 	 	
	 	 	

• Unfortunately	Hardwicke	has	grown	too	large	to	retain	its	'village	feel'	as	it	was	
when	I	moved	here	25	years	ago.	

• Website:	 local	 *up-to-date*	 news	 and	 events.	 	 Social	 get	 togethers	 (seasonal;	
summer	fete,	Xmas	coffee	etc.)	

	
C5	In	your	view,	what	contributes	most	to	a	village	'feel'?	e.g.	local	pub,	
village	green,	countryside	etc.	
	
Number	of	responses:	82	
	
Most	common	answers:	
• Pub	 	 	 	 35	 	 	
• Village	green	 	 	 25	
• Countryside	 	 	 24	 	
• Shops	 	 	 	 18	 	 	 	
• Church	 	 	 	 12	 	
• Village	hall	 	 	 9	
• People/community	spirit	 5	
• Events	 	 	 	 4	
	
Full	comments	A-Z	
• A	better	village	pub	would	be	good.		Pilot	requires	improvement.	
• A	focal	point,	meeting	area,	with	shops,	sitting	areas,	cafes	etc.	
• A	good	village	pub	 -	 proper	old	 style.	 	 Serving	 food.	 	 Tidy	 countryside.	 	Village	

green	utilised	fully.	
• A	small	community	without	all	the	new	houses.	
• A	village	centre.		A	centre	is	a	"heart",	and	without	it,	the	village	has	no	life.		The	

centre	would	include	shop/PO,	pub,	church,	doctors.	
• A	 village	 church!	 -	 (sadly	 extremely	 unlikely).	 	 (i.e.	 church	 in	 the	 'heart'	 of	 the	

village.)		Café/pub	-	village	green	-	facilities	for	children/youth	will	all	help	bring	
people	together	to	create	that	'feel'.	

• A	village	green	with	local	pub	would	be	really	nice,	but	unsure	where	it	would	be	
possible.		Also	some	'countryside	feel'	walking	spaces	available	for	families,	dog	
walkers	and	wheelchair	friendly.	

• All	mentioned	above	
• All	of	above.	
• All	of	the	above	but	people	need	to	be	willing	to	make	it	so.	
• All	of	the	above,	but	the	continued	sprawl	of	new	housing	simply	smothers	this	

'feel'	turning	a	village	atmosphere	into	bland	suburbia.	
• All	of	the	above.	
• All	you	stated.	
• Better	upkeep	i.e.	litter,	hedges/grass	verges	and	roadsides.		Overgrown	hedges	

in	Green	Lane	reported	to	HPC	nothing	done.	
• Church,	 school,	 community	 centre,	 pub,	 local	 shop	 and	 post	 office.	 	 Local	

businesses,	farms.	
• Community	spirit	-	support	local	parish	church.	



	

	 	 	 	 	 	 	
	 	 	

• Community	spirit.	
• Community	supporting	each	other,	shop,	post	office,	cafes,	churches,	hall,	green,	

youth	facilities,	countryside.	
• Countryside	and	lack	of	traffic	(stop	filling	every	space	with	houses).	
• Countryside	and	village	green.	
• Countryside,	 village	 green	 -	 focal	 point.	 	 Small	 housing	developments,	 summer	

fete.	
• Countryside,	village	green,	small	shops.	
• Countryside,	village	green,	village	hall,	church.	
• Countryside,	village	green.	
• Football	Club	facilities	-	sports,	cricket,	rugby.		Pub.		Post	office.		Village	area.	
• Good	 local	 pub	 with	 excellent	 local	 food	 produce.	 	 Good	 places	 to	

walk/picnic/cycle	etc.	
• Green	belt,	fields,	natural	areas,	church.	
• Green,	countryside.	
• Hardwicke	 is	 very	 spread	 out	 now	 and	 not	 a	 village	 i.e.	 located	 around	 the	

church.		Perhaps	we	could	improve	clubs/facilities	around	the	Village	Hall.	
• It	is	nice	to	live	close	to	the	countryside	and	canal	and	much	unspoilt	land	-	nice	

to	see	familiar	faces	when	out	locally.	
• Local	 church,	 local	 pub	 -	 a	 focus	 that	 is	 central	 to	 everyone.	 	 There	 is	 no	

identification	of	Hardwicke	as	a	village	-	where	is	the	sign	that	says	"welcome	to	
Hardwicke	village".	

• Local	 community	 events,	 bringing	 different	 parts	 of	 community	 together	 i.e.	
sports	days,	fetes,	dances.	

• Local	events,	getting	the	community	together,	working	together.	
• Local	pub	(independent	landlord).		Post	office/shop.		Pavements	&	paths.	
• Local	pub	and	village	green	etc.	
• Local	pub	would	be	lovely.		I	cannot	use	"The	Pilot"	at	all	as	it	is	not	wheelchair	

friendly.		A	village	green	with	a	pub	on	would	be	lovely	but	possibly	not	a	realistic	
proposal	 -	where	would	 it	 be?	 	A	 small	 café	may	be	 good	and	may	encourage	
people	to	get	together.	

• Local	pub,	countryside.	
• Local	pub,	shop.	
• Local	pub,	shops.	
• Local	pub.	
• Local	pub.	
• Local	pub.	
• Local	pub.		Village	green.		Countryside.	
• Local	pub.		Village	green.		Village	shop/post	office.		Countryside,	picnic	areas.	
• Local	pub.		WI.		Post	office	for	information	[?].		People.	
• Local	pubs	that	serve	good	food	and	are	family	friendly.		Family	events.	
• Local	pubs.		Churches.	
• Local	shops,	village	hall	and	sports	field	and	parks.	
• Not	buildings,	but	people's	attitudes	and	consideration	for	each	other.	
• Nothing	 now	 that	 Sellars	 Road	 estate	 has	 been	 started.	 	 It	 feels	 like	 one	 large	

housing	estate	now.	



	

	 	 	 	 	 	 	
	 	 	

• Open	space;	open	farmland	and	fields	either	side	of	canal.		Lanes	such	as	Church	
Lane,	Green	Lane.		Hedgerows.	

• People	and	spirit.	
• Post	office	or	a	shop	
• Pub	-	village	green	-	countryside	shops	and	PO.	
• Pub,	activities	on	the	playing	field	and	at	the	village	hall.	
• Pub,	eating	house,	sport	etc.	
• Pub,	village	green,	countryside,	community	centre.	
• Pub.		Village	green.		Community	centre.	
• Pub/restaurant	and	countryside.	
• Pubs,	Community	Centre.	
• Quiet	roads.	
• See	C4	[Gathering	area/community	centre	with	adjacent	shops/school/parking.]	
• The	biggest	 asset	 to	 village	 life	 is	 being	 close	 to	 the	 countryside.	 	Most	 of	 the	

village	open	space	is	being	hijacked	by	house	developers.	
• The	 village	 feel	 in	 Hardwicke	 to	 me	 centres	 around	 the	 village	 hall	 and	 the	

Millennium	stone	&	pond.		Flowers	around	these	areas	and	seats	and	if	it	is	kept	
up	together.	

• The	village	hall	 -	and	a	more	litter	free	environment.	 	Dog	poo	has	increased	in	
last	two	years	(we	are	dog	owners).	

• To	 have	 a	 village	 shop;	 pub/restaurant;	 open	 and	 accessible	 countryside.	 	 The	
'village	feel'	is	already	being	eroded	by	developments	which	have/are	occurring.	

• Tranquil	 areas/access	 to	 wildlife.	 	 Not	 too	 built	 up.	 	 Access	 to	 canal.	 	 Good	
community	spirit.	

• Village	green	-	restriction	on	volume/speed	of	traffic	through	village.	
• Village	green	and	local	countryside,	mix	of	very	old	and	new	houses.	
• Village	green,	church,	older	houses	in	village.	
• Village	 green,	 local	 pub	 and	 few	 shops	 -	 could	 do	 with	 a	 place	 to	 get	 a	 good	

coffee/coffee	shop	and	meeting	place.	
• Village	green,	local	pub.	
• Village	green.	
• Village	green.	
• Village	green.		Countryside.	
• Village	green.		Countryside.	
• Village	green.		More	open	spaces	to	play/sit.	
• Village	Hall,	green,	shop.	
• Village	hall/community	centre.		Fields	and	play	areas.		Sports	clubs.	
• Village	shop	-	pub	-	garage	-	a	club	of	some	sort.	
• Village	shop,	pub,	tea/coffee	shop,	access	to	open	countryside	and	nature	areas.		

A	good	defined	cycle	route	around	the	village	would	also	be	good.	
• You	feel	that	you	live	in	a	village	when	you	have	countryside	by	you.		Now	I	have	

houses	being	built	at	the	end	of	my	road.	
	
C6	Would	you	be	interested	in	joining	a	Neighbourhood	Watch	scheme?	
	

		 Number	of	 %	of	109	



	

	 	 	 	 	 	 	
	 	 	

respondents	 respondents	
Yes	 46	 42%	
No	 37	 34%	
No	
opinion	 18	 17%	
No	reply	 8	 7%	
Total	 109	 100%	

	
C7	If	there	are	any	areas	in	Hardwicke	where	you	don't	feel	safe,	please	
state	where	and	explain	why	you	don't	feel	safe	there.	
	
Number	of	responses:	48	
	
41	 respondents	 (38%	 of	 109)	 stated	 either	 locations,	 reasons	 or	 both.	 	 A	
summary	 of	 the	 most	 common	 locations	 and	 reasons	 is	 provided	 separately	
below,	followed	by	a	table	showing	the	reasons	at	each	of	the	common	locations.		
7	of	the	48	respondents	who	made	comments	in	response	to	this	question	said	
they	feel	safe	in	Hardwicke.	
	
Most	common	answers	
	
Locations	
• Church	Lane	 	 6	
• Sellars	Road	 	 5	
• Green	Lane	 	 3	
• Pound	Lane	 	 3	
• Underpass/subway	 3	
• Alleyways		 	 2	
• Waterwells	Drive		 2	
• Westbourne	News		 2	

	
Reasons	
• Traffic	 	 	 	 	 15	 	
(e.g.	speeding,	dangerous	driving,	dangerous	parking)	
• Groups	of	young	people/youths	 8	 	
• The	dark	 	 	 	 	 6	 	
• Lack	of	street	lights	 	 	 3	
• Drugs	 	 	 	 	 2	 	
	
Locations	with	reasons	
	

Location	 Reasons	at	stated	
location	

Church	Lane	(6)	 Traffic	(6)	
Sellars	Road	(5)	 Traffic	(3),	Dark	(1)		
Green	Lane	(3)	 Traffic	(2),	Youths	(1)	



	

	 	 	 	 	 	 	
	 	 	

Pound	Lane	(3)	 Traffic	(3)	
Underpass/subway	
(3)	

Youths	(1)	

Alleyways	(2)	 	
Waterwells	Drive	(2)	 Traffic	(1),	Dark	(1)	
Westbourne	News	(2)	 Youths	(2)	

	
Full	comments	A-Z		
	
a) Locations/reasons	
• Alleys	
• Alleyways.		The	lanes	when	walking	-	traffic	going	too	fast.	
• Anywhere	the	street	lights	are	turned	off	at	night.	
• Around	Westbourne	News	 shop,	 as	 young	 youths	 hang	 around	 there,	 and	 you	

dare	not	look	at	them	as	you	might	get	attacked.	
• Church	Lane	-	high	volume/speed	of	traffic	pose	a	threat	to	pedestrians.	
• Church	 Lane	 -	 traffic	 volumes.	 	 'Rat	 run'.	 	 I	would	 like	 to	 see	 access	 to	Church	

Lane	restricted	but	NOT	closed.	
• Crossing	 on	 roundabout,	 see	 item	B2	 and	B3.	 [B2:	Decent	 bus	 service.	 	 Access	

from	Bath	Road	over	to	services,	shop,	&	McDonald's,	garage	over	roads	4008	&	
A38.	B3:	Speed	limits	and	pedestrian	lights.]	

• Don't	go	out	in	the	dark.	
• Drugs	is	a	big	problem	locally.		Lack	of	police	presence.		Speed	of	traffic	down	our	

roads	and	locality.	 	Lots	of	fence	panels	down	at	the	moment	-	not	sure	if	dogs	
will	appear	when	walking	past.	

• Footpaths	 around	 Oak	 Tree	 Close	 and	 surrounding	 area	 -	 after	 dark	 -	 lack	 of	
street	 lights;	 village	 green/pond/footpath	 area	 generally,	 the	 same	 -	 maybe	
concern	more	for	teenagers	than	adults.	

• I	am	concerned	about	recent	burglaries	in	Barley	Close	and	Elmgrove	Road	East.	
• I	 live	 on	 the	 Bristol	 Road,	where	 there	 are	 obvious	 traffic	 hazards	 -	 poor	 road	

surface,	speeding	vehicles,	increasing	traffic	volume	-	no	policing	to	control	this.	
• In	Green	Lane	between	the	caravan	site	and	the	next	bungalow	with	cars	always	

parked	on	bend.		This	is	always	making	me	drive	on	the	wrong	side	of	the	road.		
Very,	very	dangerous.	

• Increased	volume	of	traffic	makes	walking	in	the	lanes	dangerous.	
• Marconi	Drive	and	Waterwells	Drive.		I	know	these	are	in	Quedgeley!!	but	join	to	

Hardwicke	at	top	of	road.		The	amount	of	learner	drivers	turning	is	a	'joke'	with	
lorries,	kids	walking	home	from	school	-	the	most	I	have	seen	doing	3	point	turns	
in	one	go	is	5	-	every	time	I	go	in	or	out	there	is	a	car	there.		

• New	estates	have	brought	Hardwicke	away	from	being	a	village	and	now	it's	an	
estate	 like	 all	 others.	 	 Youths	 urinating	 on	 gates.	 	 Drunks	 in	 the	 road	 (Bristol	
Road).	 	 Even	 hoovering	 the	 car,	 I	 had	 the	 mats	 stolen.	 	 (We	 are	 Hardwicke	
estate.)	

• Not	so	much	where,	as	why,	i.e.	1)	Where	there	are	groups	of	youths	displaying	
antisocial	behaviour.		2)	Where	cars	are	being	driven	dangerously	around	lanes.	

• Only	don't	feel	safe	if	I	have	to	walk	in	the	dark	at	night.	



	

	 	 	 	 	 	 	
	 	 	

• Overbrook	 Road,	 we	 have	 experienced	 a	 lot	 of	 trouble	 where	 we	 live	 due	 to	
other	 residents	 in	 rented	 accommodation	 having	 a	 huge	 lack	 of	 respect	 for	
others.	

• Pathways	between	housing	at	night.	
• Pilot	 roundabout	 >	 School	 Lane	 roundabout.	 	 High	 overhanging	 branches	 and	

brambles.		If	go	to	post	box	can't	see	traffic	SLR	>	PR	direction	due	to	hedges.	
• Pond	 side	 of	 playing	 field	 near	 Green	 Lane	 -	 area	 frequented	 by	 bored	

youths/graffiti/fag	buts/broken	glass.	
• Pound	Lane,	Church	Lane	-	walking	on	the	road	is	unsafe	due	to	the	speed	of	the	

traffic.	
• Pound	Lane/Church	Lane/Sellars	Road,	because	of	the	increase	in	traffic!!	
• See	E2.	 [Sellars	Road,	Church	Lane,	Pound	Lane	 -	RAT	RUN.	 	 I	know,	walking	to	

the	church,	no	pavement	and	dangerous	corners,	is	very	dangerous	-	cars	won't	
stop!!!	and	people	drive	too	fast.		Get	the	speed	camera	in	action	again!!]	

• Sellars	Road	
• Sellars	 Road	 area	 -	 just	 because	 it	 is	 so	 dark	 in	 the	 evenings.	 	 Pavements	 in	

general	 worry	 me	 -	 potholes/cracks/severe	 sideways	 slopes	 are	 all	 dangerous	
and	can	cause	major	problems	to	me	in	a	wheelchair	and	also	to	anyone	walking.	

• Sellars	Road,	Green	Lane,	Bristol	Road	-	speeding	traffic.	
• Some	roads	in	'rougher'	parts	of	village.	
• Sometimes	 felt	 little	 intimidated	 around	 youth	 shelter	 on	 playing	 field	 when	

large	group	are	there.		But	I	have	never	felt	'unsafe'	in	Hardwicke.	
• Stay	in	dark	nights.	
• Subway	into	Quedgeley.		Too	many	teenagers	gathered	under	the	bridge.	
• There	are	a	few	roads	with	no	street	lighting	which	I	avoid	walking	down	as	I	do	

not	 feel	 safe	 at	 all.	 	 Also	 there	 are	 some	 roads	 that,	 although	 they	 have	
pavement,	you	cannot	use	the	pavements	as	they	are	overgrown	so	forcing	you	
to	use	the	roads	to	walk	on.		Also	there	are	many	pavements	that	are	not	wide	
enough	for	wheelchair	access.	

• Underpass	area	at	night	time.	
• Underpass.		Sometimes	outside	Westbourne	News	when	there	are	a	large	youth	

crowd.	
• Village	 hall	 car	 park	 at	 night	 attracts	 lots	 of	 cars/music	 and	 people	 hanging	

around.	
• Walking	down	Church	Lane	-	speeding	traffic.	
• Walking	down	to	the	church	with	the	cars	speeding	and	using	the	lane	as	a	rabbit	

run	to	avoid	the	traffic.	
• Walking	in	any	streets	after	dark.		Due	to:	gang/drug/youth	culture.	
• Waterwells	 Drive,	 especially	 when	 dark.	 	 Later	 in	 evening,	 few	 cars	 using	 the	

road.		Sometimes	feel	"vulnerable".	
• Where	there	are	large	collection	of	youngsters.	
	
b) Feel	safe		
• Am	OK	where	I	go.	
• N/A	
• No.	



	

	 	 	 	 	 	 	
	 	 	

• No,	I	feel	safe	in	Hardwicke.	
• No.	
• No.	
• Not	really,	I	do	not	personally	have	any	issues	with	safety.	
	
SECTION	D:	PROTECTING	THE	ENVIRONMENT	
	
D1	How	important	is	retention	of	hedgerows	to	you?	
	

		
Number	of	
respondents	

%	of	109	
respondents	

Very	
important	 73	 67%	
Important	 35	 32%	
Not	important	 0	 0%	
No	opinion	 1	 1%	
No	reply	 0	 0%	
Total	 109	 100%	

	
D2	How	important	is	ditch	management	to	you?	
	

		
Number	of	
respondents	

%	of	109	
respondents	

Very	
important	 86	 79%	
Important	 20	 18%	
Not	important	 2	 2%	
No	opinion	 0	 0%	
No	reply	 1	 1%	
Total	 109	 100%	

D3	Is	there	a	need	to	review	recycling	arrangements	in	Hardwicke?	
	

		
Number	of	
respondents	

%	of	109	
respondents	

Yes	 49	 45%	
No	 42	 39%	
No	opinion	 16	 15%	
No	reply	 2	 2%	
Total	 109	 100%	

	
D4	Do	you	think	production	of	renewable	energy	in	Hardwicke	should	be	
explored	as	part	of	the	Neighbourhood	Development	Plan?	
	

		
Number	of	
respondents	

%	of	109	
respondents	



	

	 	 	 	 	 	 	
	 	 	

Yes	 50	 46%	
No		 21	 19%	
No	opinion	 32	 29%	
No	reply	 6	 6%	
Total	 109	 100%	

	
D5	Please	use	the	space	below	to	make	any	comments	about	protecting	the	
environment	in	Hardwicke	
	
Number	of	responses:	53	
	
The	 comments	 have	 been	 categorised	 under	 headings	 corresponding	 to	
questions	D1-D4	as	well	as	a	range	of	others.		A	few	of	the	comments	span	more	
than	 one	 heading	 and	 have	 been	 split	 for	 the	 purpose	 of	 categorisation.	 	 The	
headed	 comments	 have	 been	 arranged	 in	 descending	 numerical	 order	 (i.e.	 the	
category	with	the	most	comments	appears	first).		The	categories	are	as	follows:	
	
• Recycling	arrangements		 	 13	 incl.	 collection	 of	 garden	 waste	 (7);	

collection	of	food	waste	(2)	
• Litter/dog	mess	 	 	 10	
• No/Less	housing	development		 9	 	
• Renewable	energy	 	 5	 incl.	no	wind	farms	(3)	
• Hedgerows		 	 	 4	 keep	 hedgerows	 (3);	 cut	 back	

hedgerows	from	pavements	(1)	
• Ditch	management	 	 3	 vital	(2);	wash	mud	off	edges	(1)	
• Pond	 	 	 	 3	 maintain	(2);	landscape	(1)	
• No	bonfires		 	 	 2	 	
• Footpaths			 	 	 2	 maintain	 (1);	 make	 safe	 from	 bulls	 (1);	

open	up	more	(1)	
• No	incinerator			 	 	 2	 	
• Lanes		 	 	 	 2	 reduce	speed	limits	(2)	
• Trees		 	 	 	 2	 replace	dead	trees	(1);	plant	more	(1)	
• Waste	collection		 	 	 2	 supply	 wheelie	 bins	 (1);	 stop	 people	

putting	out	bags	too	early	(1)	
• Wildlife		 	 	 	 2	 protect	flowers	(1);	protect	open	spaces	

(1)	
• Other		 	 	 	 4	
	
Full	comments	by	category	(then	A-Z	within	each	category)	
	
Recycling	arrangements	(13)	
• A	 collection	 service	 for	 garden	waste	 is	 urgently	 needed	 (not	 bags	 that	 cost	 a	

fortune).	
• Composting	of	garden	waste/cuttings.	
• Cooked	food	and	green	waste	should	also	be	taken.			



	

	 	 	 	 	 	 	
	 	 	

• D3	-	Green	waste	(garden	waste)	can	be	a	problem.	 	Gardens	are	too	small	 for	
"compost	heaps"	-	the	alternative	is	a	trip	to	the	tip	in	Gloucester!			

• Lots	of	evidence	of	recycling.		SDC	really	good	to	provide	collections	etc.	-	would	
be	a	relief	if	building	would	stop	but	unfortunately	that's	not	going	to	happen.	

• Recycling	of	garden	rubbish	needs	sorting.		I	buy	the	green	sacks	for	it	only	for	it	
be	emptied	in	the	normal	bin	lorry.	

• Regarding	 recycling	 -	 it	would	be	a	 tremendous	help	 if	 garden	and	 food	waste	
was	collected.	

• Small	cardboard	box	too	small	and	green	bin	is	too	large.	
• Stop	the	recycling	lorry	coming	before	8am.		Presently	it	comes	around	6am.	
• Think	recycling	works	very	well.	
• We	 need	 green	waste	 facilities.	 	 I	 compact	 all	 possible	 green	 stuff	 but	woody	

bushes	etc.	nowhere	to	put.	
• We	need	to	be	able	to	recycle	more	plastic	bags,	cling	film	and	polystyrene.	
• Would	 like	 collection	 of	 green	 waste,	 "gardening"	 stuff.	 	 I	 recycle	 nearly	

everything	else.	
	
Litter/dog	mess	(10)	
• Clear	 rubbish	 dumped	 in	Marconi	 Drive	 ditches.	 	 Dog	 poo	 bins	 -	 Hunts	Grove.		

People	are	starting	to	leave	by	acorn	[?].	
• Dog	excrement	left	on	pavements	etc.!!!	
• Keep	village	clear	of	litter.	
• Many	areas	 could	be	 cleaner	 if	 a	 regular	 collection	was	made	 to	pick	up	 litter,	

there	is	a	lot	on	Dales	Wharf,	you	can	pass	the	same	cans	and	bottles	week	after	
week.	

• People	should	take	their	litter	home.	
• Rubbish	on	grass	verges,	roads,	hedgerows	etc.	could	be	cleaned	up	more	often	-	

it	is	dangerous	for	wildlife.	
• Stop	litter	and	dog	fouling.	
• There	are	some	gorgeous	areas	in	Hardwicke	along	the	brooks	and	canal.		Sadly	

some	people	don't	respect	this	dumping	their	garden	waste	in	them.	
• Those	on	community	service	should	clear	up	litter.	
• We	used	to	be	part	of	a	team	of	villagers	who	used	to	improve	the	environment	

e.g.	plant	daffodils/clear	ditches/litter	picking	-	this	would	be	good	to	reinstate.	
	
No/Less	housing	development	(9)	
• Less	building	on	open	spaces.		Use	existing	derelict	land	etc.			
• Less	new	building.	
• Limiting	the	amount	of	'new	builds'	-	housing	development	sites.		Hardwicke	will	

quickly	lose	its	country/village	'feel'	if	it	becomes	too	large!	
• No	more	housing	developments.	
• See	'C5'.		[Countryside	and	lack	of	traffic	(stop	filling	every	space	with	houses).]		
• Stop	building	estates	without	also	putting	in	community	facilities.	
• Stop	building	new	houses.	
• The	 environment	 -	 do	 you	 mean	 all	 the	 housing	 that	 is	 destroying	 the	

environment.		That	needs	protecting.	



	

	 	 	 	 	 	 	
	 	 	

• The	village	roads	and	lanes	will	not	take	any	more	vehicles	-	so	no	more	housing.	
	
Renewable	energy	(5)	
• As	a	 chartered	energy	manager	 I	do	not	believe	you	would	get	good	advice	or	

renewable	 energy,	 Gloucester's	 renewable	 energy	 package	 was	 bad	 and	
overpriced	 with	 lots	 of	 money	 to	 the	 contractor	 and	 a	 large	 [can't	 read	 the	
word].	

• But	we	don't	need	wind	farms.	
• D4	-	If	"Renewable	Energy"	means	a	wind	farm,	then	definitely	NO.	
• I	don't	have	a	problem	with	the	proposed	facility	by	Blooms	for	producing	energy	

and	 dealing	with	waste.	 	 I	would	 like	 to	 see	more	 solar	 panels	 used	 and	 have	
been	 trying	 to	 find	 out	 more	 about	 them	 and	 what	 is	 the	 best	 set	 up	 and	
supplier.	

• It	depends	on	what	'renewable	energy'	means.		Wind	farms	absolutely	not	-	solar	
panels?	(would	you	put	solar	panels	on	a	listed	building	-	if	not	why	not,	and	why	
on	unlisted	housing?)	

	
Hedgerows	(4)	
• Keeping	the	hedgerows	and	fields	intact.	
• Hedgerows	and	natural	open	spaces	with	plenty	of	wildlife	is	integral	to	the	'feel'	

of	Hardwicke.		These	should	be	protected	and	recognised	in	some	way.			
• Hedgerows	should	be	kept.		Allow	hedges	to	be	planted	on	estates	newly	built.	
• I	 feel	 it	 is	vital	 that	all	hedgerows	are	kept	cut	back	and	off	pavements	so	they	

are	accessible	to	all	-	including	wheelchair	users,	people	with	young	children	and	
the	elderly.	

	
Ditch	management	(3)	
• Ditch	management	 is	vital	but	 there	 is	no	point	digging	 them	out	only	 to	 leave	

the	mud	etc.	on	the	edges.	 	This	not	only	 looks	bad	but	also	washes	back	 in	at	
next	heavy	rainfall	-	so	a	total	waste	of	time	and	money.			

• Hardwicke	 suffers	 from	 flash	 flooding	 and	 therefore	 the	 management	 of	 the	
water	courses	that	run	through	the	village	is	critical.		Ensuring	ditches	are	cleared	
on	 a	 regular	 basis	 and	 kept	 clear	 and	 being	 able	 to	 call	 on	 the	 council/parish	
council/EA	to	respond	quickly	if	a	ditch	becomes	blocked.		This	is	not	the	case	at	
present.	

• The	 culvert	 from	 Bath	 Road	 under	 the	 road	 to	 front	 of	McDonald's	 should	 be	
cleared	more	often,	also	ditch	running	from	last	house	in	the	road	to	said	culvert	
(we	are	flooded	out	during	heavy	rain	storms).	

	
Pond	(3)	
• Maintain	the	pond.	
• Pond	area	-	please	keep	and	more	importantly	maintain	and	look	after	-	could	be	

lovely	place	to	sit	and	enjoy.	
• The	 pond	 on	 Green	 Lane	 could	 be	 landscape	 [do	 they	 mean	 landscaped?]	 to	

make	it	more	attractive.	
	



	

	 	 	 	 	 	 	
	 	 	

No	bonfires	(2)	
• No	bonfires,	they	are	from	the	past	and	no	longer	necessary.	
• Terrible	 problem	 here	 with	 bonfires,	 some	 people	 are	 thoughtless!	 	 Smoke	

pollution,	 fumes	 etc.	 	 I	 feel	 bonfires	 should	 be	 stopped	 in	 built	 up	 areas	 like	
Hardwicke.	

	
Footpaths	(2)	
• I	would	like	to	see	the	footpaths	maintained	and	made	safe.		Currently	there	is	a	

herd	of	bulls	in	the	field	along	Glevum	Way	to	church	rendering	it	unsafe	to	walk	
to	Puddleducks	as	they	charge	at	you.	

• Open	 up	 footpaths	 so	 they	 can	 be	 used	 instead	 of	 walking	 on	 roads,	 and	
encourage	people	to	walk	more,	further	and	often.	

	
No	incinerator	(2)	
• Keep	the	burner	off	Javelin!	
• No	incinerator!	
	
Lanes	(2)	
• The	lanes	round	Hardwicke	are	in	need	of	tighter	speed	limits	or	one	way	system	

(Green	Lane,	Pound	Lane).	
• We	need	to	keep	Pound	Lane	as	a	'lane'	-	reduce	the	speed	limit.	
	
Trees	(2)	
• Replace	dead	trees.	
• We	also	have	some	lovely	trees	in	Hardwicke,	good	to	plant	more	if	possible.	
	
Waste	collection	(2)	
• Some	folk	put	out	their	black	rubbish	bags	far	too	early	-	sometimes	4	days	early	

-	what	an	eyesore,	what	can	be	done	to	re-educate	these	folk?	
• Supply	wheelie	bins	not	black	bags	which	rip	etc.	
	
Wildlife	(2)	
• Wild	flowers.		Wildlife	need	protection.	
• Failure	at	protecting	Hardwicke's	environment	has	been	evident	for	many	years.		

Once	 a	 rural	 natural	 village.	 	 Now	 all	 green	 areas	 are	 built	 on	 and	 no	wildlife	
continues	to	thrive.		Map's	Land	once	a	home	to	a	sparrow	hawk	family	is	being	
built	on	and	the	sparrow	hawks	have	disappeared.		IT'S	TOO	LATE!!!	

	
Other	(4)	
• Keep	the	open	feel	-	one	of	the	reasons	why	we	chose	this	area.	
• The	parish	council	seem	have	a	strong	team	that	manage	this.	
• Too	 many	 commercial	 vehicles	 are	 parked	 in	 front	 of	 houses	 even	 on	 grass	

verges	-	ruining	the	verges!	
• We	have	a	very	good	mix	of	countryside	and	development	at	 the	moment	and	

this	mix	 should	 be	 retained	 and	 enhanced,	with	 the	 current	 countryside	 areas	



	

	 	 	 	 	 	 	
	 	 	

retained	-	west	of	the	canal,	Pound	Lane,	Church	Lane,	Green	Lane	-	this	allows	
access	for	the	parish	community	to	enjoy	the	countryside.	

	
SECTION	E:	COMMUNICATION	AND	TRANSPORT	
	
E1	Are	you	concerned	about	road	safety	in	Hardwicke?	
	

		
Number	of	
respondents	

%	of	109	
respondents	

Yes	 95	 87%	
No	 9	 8%	
No	opinion	 3	 3%	
No	reply	 2	 2%	
Total	 109	 100%	

	
E2	If	yes,	please	state	locations	
	
Number	of	responses:	91	
	
Most	common	answers:	
• Green	Lane	 	 29	 e.g.	speed,	volume,	parking,	narrow	road	
• Sellars	Road	 28	 e.g.	speed,	volume,	potholes,	drunk	drivers,	unsafe	

for	walkers	
• Church	Lane	 20	 e.g.	speed,	volume,	narrow	road,	unsafe	for	walkers	
• Pound	Lane	 	 16	 e.g.	speed,	volume,	narrow	road,	unsafe	for	

walkers	
• Bristol	Road	 	 12	 e.g.	speed,	weight	limit	needed,	potholes	
• Westbourne	Drive	 9	 e.g.	speed,	parking	
• Around	school	 8	 e.g.	parking	
• Westland	Road	 5	 e.g.	speed,	parking,	cars	from	driving	school	doing	

manoeuvres	at	busy	times		
• School	Lane	 	 4	 e.g.	overhanging	branches	and	brambles	
	
Full	comments	A-Z	
• 20	m.p.h.	everywhere	and	double	yellow	lines	on	Green	Lane	bends.	
• All	roads.	
• All	roads.	
• All	roads.		Speeding	is	a	real	problem.	
• Area	around	Hardwicke	school	during	the	start	and	end	of	school	days.	
• Around	school.		Along	Church	Lane/Pound	Lane/Green	Lane	speeding	drivers.	
• Around	 Westbourne	 Drive,	 as	 people	 speed	 up	 that	 road,	 there	 are	 a	 lot	 of	

children	around.	
• As	C7	[Pilot	roundabout	>	School	Lane	roundabout.		High	overhanging	branches	

and	 brambles.	 	 If	 go	 to	 post	 box	 can't	 see	 traffic	 SLR	 >	 PR	 direction	 due	 to	
hedges.]	



	

	 	 	 	 	 	 	
	 	 	

• As	we	live	other	side	of	Pilot	Bridge,	parking	by	the	bridgemans	hut,	often	several	
cars,	obscures	vision	and	very	dangerous.		Perhaps	fishermen	etc.	could	use	Pilot	
Pub	car	park	for	small	fee	or	free.		Speed	limit	and	signs	required	along	Haywicks	
Lane/Longney	Road,	as	there	is	no	footpath	and	more	runners,	cyclists,	walkers	
use	these	lanes	now,	which	is	good,	but	dangerous.	

• At	 peak	 times	 it	 can	 take	 10	 mins	 to	 exit	 one's	 own	 driveway.	 	 Bristol	 Road	
opposite	Map's	Land.		GL2	4QY.	

• Bath	 Road.	 	 Traffic/speed/running	 in	wrong	 lane.	 	 Clear	 lane	marking	 required	
before	fatal	[fatality?]	occurs	on	the	exit.		You	can	sit	on	the	wall	at	Sunnyde	[?]	
to	confirm	these	observations.	

• Bristol	Road	and	near	school.	
• Bristol	Road,	Pound	Lane,	Church	Lane,	Sellars	Road,	 the	 latter	 three	 lanes	not	

safe	for	walking.	
• Bristol	Road.	
• Bristol	Road.	
• Bristol	Road.		Green	Lane.		Sellars	Road.	
• Bristol	Road.		There	should	be	a	weight	restriction.	
• By	church	and	playgroup.		Green	Lane.	
• By	 the	 school	 very	 dangerous	 people	 parking	 on	 bends	 and	 keep	 clear	 area	

outside	school.	
• Car	speeds	in	Westbourne	Road.		Rat	runs	in	lanes.	
• Cars	sometimes	drive	too	fast	even	in	dangerous	spots	such	as	the	narrow	road	

on	a	bend	by	 the	RB	 Legion	also	on	Church	 Lane	and	 Sellars	Road.	 	 Too	many	
potholes	on	Bristol	Road	and	other	roads	in	the	village.	

• Cars	travel	too	fast	down	Pound	Lane	and	Green	Lane.	
• Church	Lane,	Green	Lane	and	Pound	Lane.	
• Church	Lane,	Green	Lane,	Sellars	Road.	
• Church	Lane.	
• Church	Road.		I	have	seen	many	near	accidents	and	one	head	on	accident	outside	

my	property.	
• Considering	 the	Hardwicke	 infant/junior	 is	 in	 the	main	used	by	 local	 families,	 I	

am	 surprised	 how	 many	 parents	 pick	 their	 children	 up	 in	 cars.	 	 They	 are	
sometimes	very	 inconsiderate	when	parking	and	at	times	careless	when	driving	
through	the	area.	

• Cross	Keys	roundabout.	
• Entrance	to	Overbrook	Road.	
• Entrance	to	Sellars	Road	estate.	 	Already	had	two	cars	and	one	lorry	pull	out	in	

front	of	me.	Too	many	lorries	use	the	lanes.	
• Generally	
• Green	Lane	-	cars	parked	by	the	close	football	pitch.		And	cars	parked	at	the	top	

end.	
• Green	 Lane	 -	 too	 fast	 and	 increasing	 no.	 with	 Sellars	 Bridge	 development	 will	

only	make	worse.	
• Green	Lane	and	Church	Lane.	
• Green	Lane	rat	run	(short	cuts)	especially	with	new	building	off	Sellars	Road	etc.	
• Green	Lane	too	narrow	should	be	one	way.		Church	Lane	lethal!!	



	

	 	 	 	 	 	 	
	 	 	

• Green	 Lane,	 Church	 Lane,	 Pound	 Lane,	 Sellars	 Road,	 School	 Lane	 west	 of	
roundabout.	

• Green	Lane,	Church	Lane.	
• Green	Lane,	Westbourne	Drive,	School	Lane,	Westland	Road,	junction	at	bottom	

of	Elmgrove	Road	West.	
• Green	Lane.	
• I	ride	a	bicycle	and	housing	developments	are	encroaching	more	on	our	lanes.	
• In	 Church	 Lane	where	 road	 narrows	 and	 overall	 speeding	 traffic	 along	 Church	

Lane	and	Pound	Lane.	
• In	general,	people	do	drive	fast	in	the	housing	estates	and	also	round	Westland	

Road	where	many	school	children	cross.		Driving	school	cars	should	not	be	able	
to	reverse/3	point	turns	in	Westland	Road	at	school	times	(which	they	do),	or	in	
fact,	 any	 time	near	 the	Sellars	Road	end	where	 there	are	often	near	misses	as	
people	 drive	 in	 onto	Westland	 Road	 only	 to	 be	 forced	 by	 a	 Driving	 school	 car	
across	the	road,	in	the	middle	of	their	3	point	turn.	

• Inconsiderate	parking	-	on	pavements	either	partially	or	in	whole,	by	cars.	
• Industrial/business	sites	and	A38.	
• Junction	to	4008	when	houses	built.	
• L'	 drivers	 and	 large	 lorries	 parked	 on	 roads	 leading	 to	 residential	 area.	 	Many	

young	children	walk	these	roads	as	only	access	to	school.		Will	there	be	some	cut	
through	at	some	point	from	Hunts	Grove	coming	out	by	Police	HQ.		I	had	to	wait	
10	mins	to	go	to	work	the	other	day	for	learner	drivers	to	do	3	point	turn	-	it's	a	
joke	now	-	I'm	not	the	only	resident	that	feels	this	way!!!	

• Lanes.	
• Main	roads.	
• On	the	road	by	the	Legion/Village	hall.	It's	getting	very	fast	-	any	chance	of	speed	

bumps/traffic	calming	measures?	
• Outside	 my	 house	 with	 huge	 lorries	 getting	 lost	 and	 turning	 round	 causing	

damage	to	kerbs,	property	etc.		29	Hunts	Grove	Drive.	
• People	speed	especially	Waterwells	Drive!	
• Poplar	Way	by	the	school,	drivers	only	see	their	own	child,	we	see	a	lot	of	near	

misses.	
• Potholes	 need	 to	 be	 addressed	 in	 many	 locations	 and	 many	 pavements	 need	

restoring.	
• Pound	Lane	and	Church	Lane.		Cars	go	very	fast.	
• Pound	Lane,	Green	Lane,	Sellars	Road.	
• Pound	Lane/Church	Lane/Green	Lane.		Traffic	increased	enormously,	and	people	

do	NOT	drive	carefully.	
• Pound/Church/Green	Lane.		Sellars	Road.		School	Lane.		Westbourne	Drive	(near	

school).	
• Residents	parking	on	pavements	on	Hunts	Grove	Estate.	 	 Lots	of	 inconsiderate	

parking	 -	 as	 a	parent	of	one	 small	 child	plus	one	 in	 a	wheelchair	 it	 is	 a	hazard	
walking	around	the	estate.	

• Roads	leading	up	to	end	around	the	school!		2.	Lanes	-	all!		3.	Westbourne	Drive	-
>	 Overbrook	 Road	 area.	 	 Massive	 thank	 you	 to	 all	 those	 involved	 with	
campaigning	to	reduce	speed	limit	on	Bristol	Road.	



	

	 	 	 	 	 	 	
	 	 	

• See	item	D5	[The	culvert	from	Bath	Road	under	the	road	to	front	of	McDonald's	
should	be	cleared	more	often,	also	ditch	running	from	last	house	in	the	road	to	
said	culvert	(we	are	flooded	out	during	heavy	rain	storms).]	

• Sellars	Road	-	potholes/drunk	drivers.		Bristol	Road	-	speed.	
• Sellars	Road	now	increased	traffic.	
• Sellars	Road	should	be	20	mph.	
• Sellars	Road,	Church	Lane	
• Sellars	Road,	Church	Lane,	Pound	Lane	-	RAT	RUN.		I	know,	walking	to	the	church,	

no	pavement	and	dangerous	corners,	is	very	dangerous	-	cars	won't	stop!!!	and	
people	drive	too	fast.		Get	the	speed	camera	in	action	again!!	

• Sellars	Road,	Green	Lane	areas.	
• Sellars	 Road,	 Pound	 Lane,	 Church	 Lane,	 Green	 Lane,	 too	much	 traffic	 on	 very	

narrow	roads,	which	will	get	worse	as	more	houses	built	in	Hardwicke.	
• Sellars	Road,	Pound	Lane,	Green	Lane.	
• Sellars	 Road.	 	 Church	 Lane.	 	 Green	 Lane.	 ->	 There	 are	 new	 houses	with	many	

young	children	here.		I've	seen	playing	on	lane.		The	traffic	mostly	use	the	lane	as	
a	rat	run.	 	One	day	soon	I	predict	a	fatality	or	serious	accident	as	the	traffic	go	
over	the	speed	limit.	

• Sellars	Road.		Green	Lane.		Bristol	Road.	
• Sellars	Road.		Green	Lane.		Pound	Lane.	
• Sellars	Road/Church	Lane/Pound	Lane	-	now	used	as	a	'rat	run'	with	very	little	or	

no	consideration	for	speed	limit.	
• Severnvale	 Drive,	 Green	 Lane,	Westward	 Road,	 Sellars	 Road,	 Over-use	 of	 side	

roads	for	school	parking:	Dimore/Hembury	Close.	
• Speeding	on	estate	roads.	
• The	bend	in	road	Cornfield	Drive.		Needs	white	line	to	hopefully	prompt	drivers	

to	drive	on	right	side	of	road.		Amazed	there	are	no	accidents	on	bend.	
• The	 Bristol	 Road,	 especially	 the	 Green	 Lane	 exit.	 	 I	 see	 daily	 difficulties,	 and	

experience	problems	driving	from	my	own	home.	
• The	first	corner/bend	in	Overbrook	Road	just	before	Westbourne	Drive	turning,	

there's	often	a	vehicle	parked	there	causing	obstruction.	
• The	potholes	in	roads	and	pavements	makes	things	very	difficult.	
• Too	many	cars	in	church,	green	spaces	and	Sellars	Road.	
• Too	many	to	list,	drivers	travel	far	too	fast	without	consideration	for	pedestrians.	
• Too	many	vehicles	using	the	lanes	around	the	village.	
• Traffic	 at	 Hardwicke	 school.	 	 Green	 Lane	with	 cars	 parked	 on	 end	 by	 junction	

near	the	church.	
• Use	of	Pound	Lane	as	a	rat	run	at	peak	times.	 	General	speeding	in	and	around	

Hardwicke/Gloucester.	
• Usual	places,	Church	Lane,	Sellars	Road.	 	Speed	of	cars	using	 it	as	a	 'rat	 run'	 is	

dangerous.		The	proposed	Hunts	Grove	junction	at	A38	will	likely	cause	massive	
congestion	on	the	B4008/A38	roundabout.	

• Very	fast	on	Green	Lane/Sticky	Lane	
• Westbourne	Drive,	Sellars	Road,	potholes	in	general.	
• Westbourne	Drive.		Overbrook	Road.	
• Westland	Road	past	shop.	



	

	 	 	 	 	 	 	
	 	 	

• Westland	 Road,	 particularly	 at	 school	 starting	 and	 finishing	 times,	 parking	 is	
horrendous	 and	 often	 have	 to	 pull	 out	 of	my	 road	 blind	 due	 to	 inconsiderate	
parking.	 	 This	 is	 dangerous,	 could	 lead	 to	 car	 accidents	 or	 person	 on	 foot	
accidents.	

• Westland	Road,	Westbourne	Drive,	Sellars	Road.	
	
E3	Are	you	concerned	about	the	following	aspects?	(Tick	one	per	row)	
	

Number	of	
respondents	 Yes	 No	

Don't	
know	 No	reply	 Total	

Condition	of	roads	 95	 8	 3	 3	 109	
Condition	of	
pavements	 75	 21	 7	 6	 109	
Condition	of	footpaths	 78	 14	 10	 7	 109	
	

	%	of	109	respondents	 Yes	 No	
Don't	
know	 No	reply	 Total	

Condition	of	roads	 87%	 7%	 3%	 3%	 100%	
Condition	of	
pavements	 69%	 19%	 6%	 6%	 100%	
Condition	of	footpaths	 72%	 13%	 9%	 6%	 100%	
	
E4	How	often	do	you	use	public	transport	(buses)	in	Hardwicke?	
	

		
Number	of	
respondents	

%	of	109	
respondents	

Daily	 8	 7%	
Weekly	 26	 24%	
Monthly	 16	 15%	
Less	often	 35	 32%	
Never	 23	 21%	
No	reply	 1	 1%	
Total	 109	 100%	

	
E5	What	would	encourage	you	to	use	buses	more	often?	(Tick	all	that	apply)	
	

		
Number	of	
respondents	

%	of	109	
respondents	

Increased	frequency	 31	 28%	
Different	times	 8	 7%	
Different	routes	 21	 19%	
Cheaper	 22	 20%	
Disabled	access	 8	 7%	
Pushchair	access	 3	 3%	
Additional	bus	
shelters	 16	 15%	



	

	 	 	 	 	 	 	
	 	 	

Would	not	use	 19	 17%	
Other,	please	specify	 9	 8%	
No	reply	 22	 20%	

	
	“Other,	please	specify”	
	
Number	of	responses:	25*	
*Only	9	respondents	actually	ticked	the	box	marked	“Other”	but	25	wrote	
comments	in	the	“Other”	box.		16	of	these	stated	changes	that	would	encouraged	
them	to	use	buses	more	often	and	9	made	other	comments	such	as	“Do	not	need”	
or	“Adequate”.	
	
Most	common	answers	
• More	buses	on	Sundays	 	 	 	 	 3	
• More	buses	in	evenings	 	 	 	 	 2	
• Allow	bus	passes	to	be	used	earlier	in	morning	 2	
	
Full	comments	A-Z	
	
a) Changes	required	
• Allow	bus	passes	to	be	used	earlier	than	9.30.	
• Alter	the	bus	pass	time	in	the	morning.	
• Although	 wheelchairs	 can	 go	 on	 buses	 -	 the	 positioning	 of	 a	 pole	 on	 the	 bus	

makes	it	extremely	difficult	to	get	into	the	wheelchair	space.	
• Better	service	on	Sundays	and	Bank	Holidays.	
• Bus	service	on	a	Sunday.	
• Free	for	over	60s.	
• I	go	over	to	the	catholic	church	in	Tuffley	and	as	there	is	no	bus,	have	to	drive	or	

walk.	
• If	they	came	through	village.	
• Later	service	in	evenings.	
• Less	breakdowns,	esp.	regarding	train	connections.	
• No	buses	through	Church	Lane	and	I	cannot	walk	to	Westland	Road.	
• Reliability	and	availability	evenings,	early	mornings	and	Sundays.	
• Ride	on	buses	 should	be	 routed	 to	hospital	on	 required	 times	 to	 coincide	with	

hospital	times.		
• See	D5	-	commercial	vehicles,	speeding	in	the	lanes.	[D5	-	Too	many	commercial	

vehicles	are	parked	in	front	of	houses	even	on	grass	verges	-	ruining	the	verges!]	
• Timetables	always	changing.	
• We	are	not	within	walking	distance	of	a	bus	stop.	
	
b) Other	comments	
• Cycle,	walk	or	use	car.	
• Do	not	need	(at	the	moment).	
• I	feel	bus	service	is	adequate.	
• I	think	bus	services	are	adequate	at	this	time.	



	

	 	 	 	 	 	 	
	 	 	

• Unable	to	drive.	
• Use	Park	&	Ride	daily.	
• Used	every	time	I	go	to	town.		2-3	times	week.	
• We	just	use	the	Park	&	Ride	which	is	excellent.	
• When	I	can	no	longer	drive	(to	Park	&	Ride).	
	
E6	Please	use	this	space	to	make	comments	on	any	other	traffic	issues	
	
Number	of	responses:	53	
	
The	comments	have	been	categorised	under	a	 range	of	headings.	 	A	 few	of	 the	
comments	span	more	 than	one	heading	and	have	been	split	 for	 the	purpose	of	
categorisation.	 	 The	 headed	 comments	 have	 been	 arranged	 in	 descending	
numerical	order	(i.e.	 the	category	with	 the	most	comments	appears	 first).	 	The	
categories	are	as	follows:	
	
• Speeding	 	 	 	 17		 e.g.	Pound	Lane;	Bristol	Road;	lanes;		

	 	 	 	 	 	 traffic	calming	needed	
• Parking		 	 	 	 16	 e.g.	school;	pavements;	outside	houses;	

	 	 	 	 	 	 Poplar	Way		
• Traffic	volume	 	 	 9	 e.g.	rush	hour	
• Buses		 	 	 	 7	 e.g.	more	bus	stops;	more	laybys	
• Walking		 	 	 	 4	 e.g.	pedestrian	crossings	
• Learner	drivers/Driving	school		 3	 	
• Repair	potholes		 	 	 3	 	
• Cycle	paths	needed	 	 2	 	
• Quiet	lane	status			 	 2	 	
• Other		 	 	 	 4	 	
	
Full	comments	by	category	(then	A-Z	within	each	category)	
	

Speeding	(17)	
• Concerned	about	speeding	on	estate	roads	
• Drivers	ignoring	speed	limit	along	lanes.	
• Heavy	volume	and	speed	in	Pound	Lane	a	problem.	
• I	have	already	mentioned	excess	speed,	especially	reckless	in	the	early	morning	

rush	hour	-	a	30	mph	limit	is	a	must	-	I'll	believe	it	when	I	see	it	imposed.	
• Pursuance	of	traffic	calming.	
• Reduce	speed	on	Bristol	Road	
• Residents	 need	 to	 remember	 to	 follow	 speed	 limits	 when	 using	 'rat	 runs'	 e.g.	

Church	Lane/Pound	Lane.	
• Slower	traffic,	20mph,	traffic	calming	
• Some	young	people	are	v.	inconsiderate	(speedsters).	
• Speed	 limit	 along	 Bristol	 Road	 is	 too	 high.	 	 Residential	 areas	 need	 'children	 at	

play'	signs.	
• Speed	limit	signs	on	Waterwells	Drive	to	be	more	prominent.	



	

	 	 	 	 	 	 	
	 	 	

• Speed	 of	 traffic	 sadly	 dreadful	 -	 more	 traffic	 calming	 measures	 so	 needed	
together	with	the	speed	restrictions	-	other	comments	made	in	'road	safety'	box	
overleaf.		THE	NUMBER	OF	CARS	CAN	ONLY	BE	ON	THE	INCREASE!	

• Speeding	along	Westbourne	Drive.			
• Speeding	and	rat	run	issues	are	the	main	problem.	
• Speeding	in	villages.	
• Speeding	on	all	30mph	lanes.	
• Too	much	speeding	on	Corkeys	roundabout.	
	

Parking	(16)	
• Cars	parked	 in	Green	 Lane,	Naas	 Lane	 roundabout	 (peak	 times).	 	 Cars/vehicles	

parked	on	the	pavements.			
• Concerned	 about	 the	 habit	 of	 parking	 routinely	 on	 pavement.	 	 Often	 have	 to	

push	pram	into	road.		Often	not	necessary	at	all.		Why	allow	extensions	to	cover	
a	driveway	when	it	means	the	cars	will	be	parked	on	the	road.	

• Congestion	at	school	 finishing	time.	 	Cars	parked	everywhere.	 	What	happened	
to	walking	to	school?	

• Excessive	 purchasing	 of	 cars	 per	 households	 blocking	 entrance/exits	 to	
residential	areas.	

• Irresponsible	 parking	 by	 people	 dropping	 children	 off	 and	 picking	 them	 up	 at	
Hardwicke	School.		Very	dangerous	at	times,	all	around	corners	of	roads,	so	that	
you	cannot	see	what	traffic	is	coming.	

• Parking	at	Hardwicke	School.	
• Parents	using	Green	Lane	for	school	parking.	
• Parking	along	Westlands	Road,	Poplar	Way,	Dimore	Close.	
• Parking	by	Legion	on	dangerous	corner/wide/visibility	nil/double	Y	lines.	
• Parking	in	and	out	of	school	times	in	Poplar	Way,	Peartree	Close,	Oaktree	Close,	

Westland	Road.	
• Parking	of	cars.	
• Parking	on	the	pavements	should	be	stopped.	
• Please	see	E2	[Residents	parking	on	pavements	on	Hunts	Grove	Estate.	 	Lots	of	

inconsiderate	parking	-	as	a	parent	of	one	small	child	plus	one	in	a	wheelchair	it	
is	a	hazard	walking	around	the	estate.]	

• See	C7	[In	Green	Lane	between	the	caravan	site	and	the	next	bungalow	with	cars	
always	parked	on	bend.		This	is	always	making	me	drive	on	the	wrong	side	of	the	
road.		Very,	very	dangerous.]	

• See	 E2	 [Considering	 the	 Hardwicke	 infant/junior	 is	 in	 the	 main	 used	 by	 local	
families,	 I	 am	surprised	how	many	parents	pick	 their	 children	up	 in	cars.	 	They	
are	 sometimes	 very	 inconsiderate	 when	 parking	 and	 at	 times	 careless	 when	
driving	through	the	area.]	

• Silly	parking	around	school.		Especially	around	alleyway	forcing	children	to	cross	
between	parked	cars.	

	

Traffic	volume	(9)	
• Amount	of	traffic	coming	off	at	J12	and	using	the	roads	into	Gloucester.		Traffic	

queues	from	6am	at	Duncar[?]/Bath	Road.	



	

	 	 	 	 	 	 	
	 	 	

• Church	 Lane	 used	 as	 short	 cut	 to	motorway/A38	 junction	 at	 peak	 times	 (7.00-
9.00am/5.00-7.00pm).		Becoming	increasingly	congested	at	these	times.	

• Congestion	at	school	 finishing	time.	 	Cars	parked	everywhere.	 	What	happened	
to	walking	to	school?	

• Heavy	volume	and	speed	in	Pound	Lane	a	problem.	
• It's	increasingly	difficult	to	exit	Elmgrove	Road	East	onto	the	Bristol	Road	as	the	

traffic	is	so	busy.	
• Takes	me	10	mins	to	get	onto	road.		Bristol	Road	is	now	a	shortcut	to	motorway.		

Why	not	close	bridge	on	Bristol	Road,	 then	 traffic	would	have	 to	go	over	Naas	
Lane	Bridge.	

• There	should	be	traffic	 lights	at	the	junction	at	the	Starting	Gate	pub,	as	 I	have	
spent	 up	 to	 10	minutes	 trying	 to	 get	 out	 of	my	 driveway.	 	 If	 there	was	 traffic	
lights	there	would	be	no	need	for	30mph	limit.	

• VERY	worried	 about	 the	 talked	 about	 closures	 of	Green	 Lane,	 Pound	 Lane	 etc.	
which	we	are	very	much	against.		This	would	just	push	traffic	into	other	areas	of	
the	village	and	cause	severe	delays	for	all.		Why	should	we	all	pay	the	price	for	a	
small	number	of	individuals	whose	self-interest	benefits	none	but	themselves.	

• With	 all	 the	 new	 houses	 built	 over	 the	 last	 30	 years	 the	 road	 system	 has	
remained	 the	 same.	 	 Rush	 hours	 in	 Hardwicke	 and	 Quedgeley	 are	 now	 a	
nightmare.	

	

Buses	(7)	
• Bus	shelters	important	especially	for	older	people.		Could	do	with	one	at	bottom	

of	Sunnyfield	Road	especially	now	that	there	 is	all	 those	extra	houses	 in	Sellers	
Bridge.	

• Bus	shelters	that	stop	you	getting	wet.	
• Buses	are	much	more	accessible	now	but	if	companies	consulted	disabled	when	

designing	space	it	could	be	even	better.		'Low'	parts	of	pavements	are	often	not	
low	enough	for	a	wheelchair	to	get	up	so	can	cause	you	to	get	stuck	in	the	road.	

• I	would	 like	 to	use	 service	12A	however	 it	will	not	get	me	 to	work	on	 time	 -	a	
review	 and	 additional	 times	 e.g.	 7.30am,	 7.45am,	 8am	 to	 get	 into	 Gloucester	
earlier	than	the	existing	times.	

• No	laybys	for	buses	to	pull	into	is	annoying	and	causes	some	drivers	to	complete	
silly	manoeuvres.	

• Park	&	Ride	 is	 excellent.	 	Need	more	 frequent	 to	 shops	 and	 back	 (Tesco,	 Aldi,	
P.O.)	

• Would	 not	 be	 able	 to	 meet	 destinations	 (work	 in	 Mitcheldean)	 and	 flexibility	
needed.	

	

Walking	(4)	
• The	 roads	 are	 very	 busy	 so	 people	 should	 be	 able	 to	 access	 all	 the	 public	

footpaths	which	are	 traffic	 free	but	many	are	not	accessible.	 	See	opposite	 the	
old	hall	in	Church	Lane.		Who	is	responsible?	

• St.	Nicholas	Court/Lloyd	Baker	Court	-	accommodation	for	the	elderly	-	are	good	
but	both	open	onto	areas	where	footpaths	are	inadequate,	forcing	the	residents	
to	walk	in	the	roads.	

• Pedestrian	crossing.	



	

	 	 	 	 	 	 	
	 	 	

• Pedestrian	crossing	on	Bristol	Road.	
	

Learner	drivers/Driving	school	(3)	
• Learner	drivers	(too	many	on	Westland	Road	route).	
• Learner	drivers	-	there	must	be	other	hills	within	Waterwells	they	can	use	away	

from	children	and	pedestrians.	
• Too	many	driving	 instructors/schools	use	Marconi	Drive	 to	 teach	3-point	 turns.		

This	causes	congestion	from	time	to	time.		Also,	speed	limit	down	Marconi	Drive	
and	Hunts	Grove	Drive	needs	to	be	adhered	to,	as	many	residents	are	driving	far	
too	fast.	

	
Potholes	(3)	
• Bad	potholes	are	a	menace	to	drivers/cars.		
• Potholes	in	roads	
• Too	many	potholes	taking	too	long	to	be	filled.	
	

Cycling	(2)	
• Creation	of	cycle	paths	may	help	relieve	traffic	around	lanes.	
• Would	 be	 good	 to	 have	 cycle	 lanes/pavements	 as	 it's	 not	 safe	 to	 cycle	 in	

Hardwicke.	
	

Quiet	lane	status	(2)	
• Application	for	'quiet	lane'	status	for	Sticky	Lane,	Stank	Lane,	Pound	Lane	etc.	to	

maintain	the	village	feel	for	older	parts	of	Hardwicke.	
• I	would	support	traffic	calming	and	adopting	a	quiet	lane	status	for	some	roads	in	

order	to	enhance	the	enjoyment	of	the	countryside.	
	

Other	(4)	
• Business	transport:	large	vans,	open	backed	lorries	blocking	narrow	roads	
• I	have	no	road	surface	outside	my	house	and	I	have	lived	here	over	2	years!	
• Poor	lighting	in	Green	Lane	and	Elmore	Road.	
• The	condition	of	some	of	the	road	verges	are	very	poor	and	need	rectifying.	
SECTION	F:	HOMES	TO	MEET	LOCAL	NEEDS	
	
F1	Do	you	think	the	current	housing	mix	in	Hardwicke	is	right?	e.g.	sizes	
and	tenure	
	

		
Number	of	
respondents	

%	of	109	
respondents	

Yes	 48	 44%	
No	 31	 28%	
No	opinion	 21	 19%	
No	reply	 9	 8%	
Total	 109	 100%	

	
F2	If	'No',	which	types	of	housing	do	you	think	there	is	a	shortage	of	in	
Hardwicke?	(Tick	all	that	apply)	
	



	

	 	 	 	 	 	 	
	 	 	

		
Number	of	
respondents	

%	of	109	
respondents	

3-4	bed	homes	 9	 8%	
1-2	bed	homes	 7	 6%	
Flats/apartments	 4	 4%	
Bungalows	 24	 22%	
Sheltered/	retirement	 16	 15%	
Owner	occupied	 9	 8%	
Privately	rented	 1	 1%	
Social	housing	 4	 4%	
Buy-to-let	 0	 0%	
Other,	please	specify	 0	 0%	
No	reply	 70	 64%	

	
	“Other,	please	specify”	
	
Number	of	responses:	6*	
*No	respondents	actually	ticked	the	box	marked	“Other”	but	6	wrote	comments	
in	the	“Other”	box.			Only	one	specified	an	additional	type	of	housing	(“Non	estate	
individually	built”).	 	Another	said	“Retirement	properties”,	but	this	is	already	in	the	
list.		One	said	there	were	too	many	rented	houses/flats	at	the	moment	and	two	said	
there	was	no	shortage	of	housing.	
	
Full	comments	A-Z	
• No	shortage!!	
• No	shortage.	
• Non	 estate	 individually	 built	 -	 Hardwicke	 is	 a	 village	 not	 an	 extension	 to	 the	

housing	estates	at	Quedgeley.	
• Retirement	properties.	
• Skyscrapers,	 blocks	 of	 flats	 -	 a	 typical	 village.	 [N.B.	 In	 the	 context	 of	 this	

respondent’s	other	answers	in	the	questionnaire	I	think	he’s	being	sarcastic]	
• Too	many	rented	houses/flats.	
	
	
F3	Are	you	concerned	about	flooding	in	Hardwicke?	
	

		
Number	of	
respondents	

%	of	109	
respondents	

Yes	 54	 50%	
No	 44	 40%	
No	opinion	 10	 9%	
No	reply	 1	 1%	
Total	 109	 100%	

	
F4	If	yes,	in	which	locations	is	flooding	an	issue?	
	



	

	 	 	 	 	 	 	
	 	 	

Number	of	responses:	49	
	
Most	common	answers	
• Church	Lane	 	 	 11	 	 	
• Pound	Lane	 	 	 11	 	
• Green	Lane	 	 	 9	 	 	
• Sellars	Road/Bridge	 	 7	
• Hunts	Grove	 	 	 4	
• Bristol	Road	 	 	 3	
• Dales	Wharf	 	 	 2	
• Around	church	 	 	 2	
• By	canal	 	 	 	 2	
	
Full	comments	A-Z	
• A	 general	 concern	 about	 increased	 flooding	 and	 continued	 development	 of	

fields.	
• After	excellent	work	by	parish	council,	ditches	have	been	cleared.		I	would	like	to	

see	agreements	 in	place	to	clear	ditches	and	water	courses	by	 landowners	and	
not	rely	on	parish	council	to	chase.	

• Any	area	where	streams	and	ponds	are	inadequately	maintained.	
• Anywhere	 around	 a	 drainage	 ditch	 as	 they	 get	 blocked.	 	 The	 additional	 water	

draining	from	developments	such	as	Hunts	Grove	makes	flooding	a	real	concern.	
• Around	 the	 church,	 Pound	 Lane	 areas	 could	 now	be	 an	 issue	 and	 Sellars	 Road	

due	to	Sellars	Bridge	Estate.	
• Around	the	lanes	where	roadside	streams	overflow.	
• Bath	Road	very	often	flooded	and	has	been	ignored	by	PCC.	
• Bottom	of	Green	Lane.		Sticky	Lane.		Sellars	Bridge?	
• By	canal.	
• By	the	village	hall.	
• Church	 Lane	 -	 via	 Shome	 [?]	 Brook	 which	 carries	 flood	 water	 from	 school	 [?]	

miles	 away	 to	 the	 canal	 and	 is	 subject	 to	 flash	 flooding	 and	 therefore	 need	
critical	management	which	 it	 currently	 does	 not	 receive.	 	 Need	 to	 ensure	 it	 is	
kept	 dredged	 on	 a	 yearly	 basis	 and	 free	 from	 blockage	 (fallen	
trees/branches/fence	staker)	on	a	weekly	basis.			

• Church	Lane	and	Pound	Lane.	
• Church	Lane,	Green	Lane,	Pound	Lane.	
• Church	Lane,	Pound	Lane,	Stank	Lane,	Green	Lane,	Dales	Wharf,	Dimore	Brook.	
• Church	Lane.		Green	Lane.		Pound	Lane.	
• Church	Lane.		On	a	personal	basis	my	home	sits	below	the	Bristol	Road	and	the	

adjacent	paddock.		After	2007	I	am	wary.	
• Church	Lane.		Sellars	Road.	
• Church	Lane;	Pound	Lane.	
• Church	Road	
• Church/Pound	Lanes.	
• Ditches	not	kept	to	correct	standard.	



	

	 	 	 	 	 	 	
	 	 	

• Flooding	is	happening	in	areas	not	previously	affected	so	it's	a	concern	to	me	it	
could	happen	here.	

• Green	Lane	-	ditches	not	kept	clear	or	deep	enough.	
• Green	Lane	-	The	Plantation.	
• Green	Lane	(pond	and	by	the	village	hall	bend).	
• Green	Lane.		Church	Lane.	
• Heavy	rainfall	'run	off'	-	climate	change.		Effects	of	sea-level	rise	on	the	Severn	-	it	

is	tidal.	
• If	 ditches	 are	maintained	 properly,	 I	 see	 no	 need	 for	 flooding,	 unless	we	 have	

extreme	weather.	
• I'm	concerned	that	the	Sellars	Bridge	development	will	impact	on	flooding.	
• Keep	brook	clear.		Check	regular.	
• Lanes.	
• Mainly	the	lane	from	Sellars	Road,	down	Church	Lane,	past	the	church	etc.		Also,	

concerned	 further	 areas	 may	 become	 a	 problem	 due	 to	 more	 housing	
development.	

• New	build	and	drainage	are	the	potential	issues.	
• No	particular	area	but	the	council	keep	approving	more	building	sites	and	there	

is	less	and	less	land	for	rain	and	surface	water	to	soak	away	in.		Meaning	homes	
that	previously	have	never	flooded	may	do	so.	

• Not	 sure	 -	 just	 feel	 that	 building	 on	 the	 land	 (Sellars	 Bridge)	 increases	 risk	 if	
hedging	and	ditching	is	not	done.	

• *Personal*	 The	 high	 winds	 drove	 rain	 into	 my	 shed.	 	 Rang	 council,	 could	 not	
supply	2	sand	bags	with	sand,	only	empty	ones!	

• Possible	flooding	on	built	flood	plains	near	canal.	
• Pound	Lane	
• Pound	Lane,	Church	Lane.	
• Pound	Lane.	
• Pound	 Lane/Green	 Lane.	 	 Roundabout	 (small)	 second	 roundabout	 near	 Dales	

Wharf	from	Pilot	Inn.	
• Right	here,	the	ground	water	came	very	close	to	flooding	here	in	Dec	2013	to	Feb	

2014.		Heavy	clay	soil	is	why.		29	Hunts	Grove	Drive.	
• Sellars	Road.	
• The	areas	that	the	brook	runs	through	although	good	management	this	year	has	

averted	too	many	problems.	
• The	new	Bovis	site	on	Bristol	Road	ditch.		I	know,	let's	build	a	balancing	pond,	so	

it	can	get	filled	with	crap!	
• The	roads	around	by	the	church	frequently	flooded	due	to	large/many	ditches.	
• Water	from	Bristol	Road	floods	into	our	garden	as	road	is	higher	than	our	garden.	
• Waterwells	 roundabout	 on	 dual	 carriageway.	 	 Possible	 flooding	 around	 Hunts	

Grove.	
• We	 have	 been	 lucky	 so	 far.	 	 Consideration	 should	 be	 made	 when	 housing	

developments	are	proposed.	 	Good	to	see	ditches	cleared	-	now	do	the	brooks	
which	are	overgrown.	

• Well	I	wasn't	[concerned]	but	with	new	housing	estate	and	potential	for	more	I	
will	be.	



	

	 	 	 	 	 	 	
	 	 	

• Who's	doing	drainage	ditches.	 	Bath	Road	and	Hunts	Grove,	where	is	the	water	
when	 this	 concrete	 jungle	 is	 completed.	 	New	access	 road	 is	not	 required,	 this	
will	only	[lead]	to	more	pollution	and	traffic	chaos.	

	
F5	Please	make	suggestions	of	locations	where	new	housing	and/or	
employment	development	could	take	place	
	
Number	of	responses:	56*	
*Of	which	25	suggested	locations.		Most	of	the	remainder	said	there	should	be	no	
further	 development.	 	 A	 few	 of	 those	who	 suggested	 locations	 also	 said	 there	
should	 be	 no	 further	 housing	 development	 and	 only	 suggested	 locations	 for	
employment	 development,	 while	 others	 indicated	 that	 they	 would	 prefer	 no	
further	development	but	nonetheless	suggested	locations	which	would	be	more	
preferable	than	others.	
	
Most	common	answers	(locations)	
• Brownfield	land	 5	
• A38	 	 4	
• Hunts	Grove	 3	
• Waterwells	 3	
• Starting	Gate	 2	
• Incinerator	site	 2	
	
	
	
	
	
Full	comments	A-Z	
	
a) Locations	
• Along	A38.	
• Any	 new	employment	 development	 should	 only	 be	 allowed	 if	 current	 facilities	

are	not	sufficient.		Then	it	should	be	on	land	already	designated	for	industrial	use	
e.g.	 Quedgeley	 West.	 	 Any	 additional	 development	 for	 housing	 should	 avoid	
filling	the	land	centered	around	the	village	green.	

• At	industrially	scarred	site.		Nowhere	else,	please.	
• Away	from	the	centre	of	village	as	spoiling	its	character.		Old	brownfield	sites.	
• Brown	sites	only.	
• Brownfield	 land/empty	 houses.	 Something	 REALLY	 needs	 to	 be	 done	 with	 the	

Starting	Gate.	
• Commercial	development	should	border	the	M5	corridor	where	noise	would	be	a	

problem	for	housing.	
• Don't	believe	there	is	space	for	any	further	housing	development.		Employment	

development	 would	 only	 really	 be	 feasible	 on	 a	 small	 scale	 -	 perhaps	 in	 new	
shops/pub	or	café	near	new	housing.	

• Enough	housing	already.		Industry	Waterwells.	
• Fields	south	of	village	hall.	



	

	 	 	 	 	 	 	
	 	 	

• Hunts	Grove	between	M5	and	A38.	
• Hunts	Grove.		If,	in	the	established	part	of	Hardwicke,	within	the	area	bordered	

by	 Sticky	 Lane,	 Green	 Lane	 and	 Bristol	 Road.	 	 South	 East	 part	 of	 Hardwicke	
should	be	kept	as	unspoilt	as	possible.	

• I	would	look	to	place	smaller,	more	targetted	areas	of	development	to	cover	only	
the	needs	of	the	community	-	specifically	smaller	plots	of	 land.	 	We	must	avoid	
the	development	of	Hardwicke	into	another	Quedgeley.	

• Land	 behind	 Nortons	 Piece	 -	 easy	 access	 to	 M5.	 	 Ideal	 for	 new	 college	 and	
employment	areas	or	Javelin	Park	if	not	used	for	incinerator.	

• No	more	new	housing	-	we	are	full.		Waterwells	for	employment	etc.	
• NONE.		Otherwise	A38	towards	Whitminster.	
• Not	Pound	Lane	or	Church	Lane	 if	we	are	to	maintain	a	 'country'	aspect	 to	 the	

community.		Due	to	road	infrastructure,	safety	etc.	-	look	towards	land	along	the	
A.	

• On	brown	fields	sites	first.		On	green	field	sites	unsuitable	for	farming.	
• Only	on	brownfield	sites	-	leave	fields	alone.	
• Other	side	of	Sellars	Bridge,	were	land	empty	there,	then	this	side	of	Hardwicke	

or,	what	 about	Hardwicke	 Court	 land	 on	A38,	 see	 how	Mr	 Lloyd	 Baker	 likes	 it	
after	allowing	39	houses	on	land	bequeathed	by	Olive,	his	aunt	to	village!		Lots	of	
room	there,	would	have	thought.	

• Put	shops	on	new	Redrow/Sellars	Bridge	housing	estate.	
• Stroud!		If	we	must	build	houses,	have	them	instead	of	incinerator.	
• The	starting	gate	site,	infill	areas.	Not	greenfields.	
• Use	existing	derelict	buildings	e.g.	old	school/Morning	Star.	
• Waterwells.		Hunts	Grove.	

	
b) No	further	development	
• All	green	land	is	filled.		What	else	do	you	require?		Our	drives?		Lawns?	
• Area	already	overburdened	with	both	items.	
• Do	not	need	any	more.	
• I	feel	there	is	already	too	much	housing	taking	over	what	were	the	rural	parts	of	

Hardwicke,	and	feel	this	is	spoiling	the	village.	
• I	feel	there	is	no	more	room	for	house	building.		The	infrastructure	is	not	coping	

with	the	new	building	going	on	in	Hardwicke	now.	
• I	think	with	Kingsway,	Hunts	Grove	and	the	Pilot	we	have	enough	now.	
• No	more	development!	
• No	more	estates.	
• No	more	in	Hardwicke	village	boundary.	
• No	more	in	Hardwicke,	our	green	fields	are	rapidly	disappearing	under	bricks	and	

mortar.	
• No	more.	
• No	more.		Present	medicals	not	coping.		Chaotic	at	present.	
• No	new	housing!	
• No	new	locations.		Too	much	at	present.	
• None	to	new	housing.	
• Not	in	Hardwicke!	



	

	 	 	 	 	 	 	
	 	 	

• Not	in	this	parish	-	there	is	enough	already!!	
• Nowhere!!!	
• Somewhere	else?	 	 Seriously,	 can	we	 leave	a	 little	 land	 for	walking,	 cycling	 and	

wildlife?	
• Surely	new	housing	 is	already	 taking	place	with	more	already	arranged	 isn't	 it?		

New	 sports	 facilities,	 doctors,	 post	 office	 and	 housing	 would	 all	 provide	
employment.	

• The	 village	 feel	 has	 been	destroyed	with	 all	 the	new	houses	 and	 roads	 cannot	
take	any	more	traffic,	nowhere	left	to	build.	

• There	is	enough	already.	
• There	 should	 be	 no	 more	 new	 housing	 -	 Stroud	 has	 used	 Hardwicke	 as	 a	

convenient	dumping	group	for	its	problems	-	Hunts	Grove	is	still	developing.	
• Too	many	houses	now,	NO	MORE!!	
• Too	many	housing	estates	already.	
• We	are	in	danger	of	being	over	developed	and	there	is	nothing	we	can	do	about	

it.		Planning	is	out	of	our	hands,	big	money	wins	every	time.	
• Would	not	want	to	see	Hardwicke	over-developed.	
• Would	 prefer	 the	 house	 building	 didn't	 occur	 anywhere	 anytime!!	 	 We	 have	

enough	to	remain	a	rural	village.	
	
c) Don’t	know/Other	
• Don't	know!	
• I	do	not	feel	qualified	to	comment.	
• Too	old	to	bother.	
	
F6	Do	you	think	our	Neighbourhood	Development	Plan	should	address:	
	

		 Yes	 No	 No	opinion	 No	reply	 Total	
Standards	in	housing	design	&	style	 60	 9	 21	 19	 109	
Maintaining	separation	from	
Gloucester/Quedgeley	 66	 11	 18	 14	 109	
Maintaining	a	rural	feel	for	the	parish	 92	 1	 10	 6	 109	

	
		 Yes	 No	 No	opinion	 No	reply	 Total	
Standards	in	housing	design	&	style	 55%	 8%	 19%	 17%	 100%	
Maintaining	separation	from	
Gloucester/Quedgeley	 61%	 10%	 17%	 13%	 100%	
Maintaining	a	rural	feel	for	the	parish	 84%	 1%	 9%	 6%	 100%	

	
SECTION	G:	ENHANCING	THE	LOCAL	ECONOMY	
	
G1	Are	you	in	favour	of	providing	more	local	job	opportunities	in	
Hardwicke?	
	

		
Number	of	
respondents	

%	of	109	
respondents	



	

	 	 	 	 	 	 	
	 	 	

Yes	 71	 65%	
No	 12	 11%	
No	opinion	 19	 17%	
No	reply	 7	 6%	
Total	 109	 100%	

	
	
	
	
G2	Do	you	think	that	enhancing	the	local	economy	should	be	addressed	
through	the	Neighbourhood	Development	Plan?	
	

		
Number	of	
respondents	

%	of	109	
respondents	

Yes	 57	 52%	
No	 11	 10%	
No	opinion	 31	 28%	
No	reply	 10	 9%	
Total	 109	 100%	

	
COMMENTS	
	
What	do	you	value	about	Hardwicke?	
	
Number	of	responses:	79	
	
Most	common	answers	
• Close	to	countryside	 	 	 21	
• Close	to	facilities/amenities/shops	 17	 	 	 	
• Rural	aspect/feel		 	 	 19	
• Village	feel	 	 	 	 16	
• Peaceful/quiet	 	 	 	 14	
• Community/people/neighbours	 15	
• Close	to	motorway	 	 	 15	
• Close	to	Gloucester/city		 	 13	
• Safe	 	 	 	 	 6	
• Open/green	spaces	 	 	 5	
	
Full	comments	categorised	as	‘Positive’,	‘Mixed’	and	‘Negative’	(then	A-Z	
within	each	category)	
	
Positive	
• All	of	it.	
• Although	Hardwicke	has	become	much	bigger	in	recent	years	you	don't	have	to	

go	far	to	be	in	the	countryside	or	along	the	canal.	 	 I	have	made	good	friends	in	



	

	 	 	 	 	 	 	
	 	 	

Hardwicke,	 and	 felt	more	 a	 part	 of	 the	 community	 through	 helping	 at	 various	
clubs	etc.	through	my	children	as	they	have	grown	up.	

• Being	a	village	to	be	proud	of.	
• Being	close	to	family.	
• City	on	 the	north,	country	on	 the	south.	 	2.	Proximity	 to	M5.	 	3.	Canal.	 	4.	Bus	

service.		5.	Local	shop.		6.	Supermarket,	library	(in	Quedgeley),	post	office.	
• Community.		Proximity	to	city	and	countryside.	
• Community.		Villagers.		Peaceful/quiet.	
• Convenience	to	Glos	city/country/canal/small	size/shopping/village	hall	facilities.	
• Countryside/city	mix.		Easy	to	access	both.		Parish	feel.	
• Currently	it	still	feels	like	a	village	but	I	feel	more	housing	will	change	this.	
• For	my	 family	 all	 amenities	 are	 on	hand	but	 a	 short	 stroll	 and	 you're	 in	 lovely	

countryside.	
• Friendly	people.	
• Friendly;	quiet;	feels	like	a	village	&	semi	rural.	
• Good	community	feel.	We	are	not	Quedgeley,	and	are	different	to	Gloucester.	
• Hardwicke	 is	 a	 friendly	 quiet	 village	which	 is	why	 I	 decided	 to	move	 here	 and	

bring	up	my	boys	here.		I	feel	safe	to	let	my	children	play	outside	and	go	to	the	
park.		My	boys	enjoy	Hardwicke	Rangers	football.	

• Has	a	good	community	feel,	like	being	close	to	the	countryside.	
• I	have	lived	in	Dimore	Close	for	16	years	and	raised	my	children	here	-	I	have	felt	

safe	and	my	children	have	enjoyed	 lots	of	 freedom	 locally	 -	 I	 feel	 very	content	
living	 here	 and	 have	 long	 standing	 neighbours	 -	 I	 would	 not	 want	 to	 live	
anywhere	else.	

• I	 value	 the	 current	mix	of	 countryside	 and	development	 along	with	 immediate	
access	 to	 the	open	spaces	around	Hardwicke.	 	The	current	green	spaces	either	
side	Church	Lane	and	Pound	Lane	are	very	important	countryside	areas	and	must	
be	retained.	

• I	value	 the	 'village	 feel'	 in	some	parts	of	Hardwicke.	 	 I	also	value	 the	people	of	
Hardwicke	that	are	doing	their	best	to	keep	Hardwicke	as	it	is.	

• It	is	quite	'green'	being	near	beautiful	countryside.		Houses	are	varied	in	design.		
Roads,	 generally,	 are	 sufficiently	 wide.	 	 There	 are	 some	 beautiful	 historic	
buildings.	

• It	still	has	a	'country/rural'	feel.	
• It	 still	has	 the	country	 feel	 if	 you	walk	out	of	 the	estates.	 	 It	has	a	good	parish	

council	that	cares!	
• It's	a	peaceful,	safe	feeling	place	to	live.		Close	to	the	countryside	and	not	too	far	

from	shops.		It's	an	established	neighbourhood,	without	that	many	new	housing	
estates.	

• Its	closeness	to	country	and	canal,	its	trees	and	hedgerows,	its	varied	housing,	its	
churches,	 its	 hall,	 its	 community,	 its	 parks,	 its	 closeness	 to	 Gloucester	 and	 its	
facilities,	its	shops,	its	closeness	to	Quedgeley	doctors	and	shops.	

• Its	locality	-	convenient	access	to	shops,	motorway	etc.	
• Its	rural	aspect	yet	close	to	motorway	and	major	road.	
• Its	 rural	 aspects	 but	 with	 good	 communications	 to	 Gloucester,	 Stroud	 and	

Cheltenham.	



	

	 	 	 	 	 	 	
	 	 	

• Its	rural	character.	
• Its	rural	feel.		Open	spaces.	
• It's	still	just	about	a	stand	alone	village	with	a	combination	of	age	groups.	
• Lived	here	 for	40	years,	starting	 in	Westland	Road	1973.	 	Very	handy	access	 to	

M5.	 	Very	good	primary	school.	 	Good	housing	and	easy	access	 to	countryside,	
and	canal	walks.	

• Maintaining	the	rural	community.	
• Peace,	quiet,	darkness.	
• Peaceful,	semi	rural	location.	
• Proximity	to	green	fields.		Please	do	not	allow	any	more	of	our	fields	to	be	lost.	
• Quiet	location	but	nearness	to	good	transport	facilities.		Nearness	to	countryside	

and	rural	areas.		Good	shops.	
• Quiet.		Good	local	facilities	e.g.	shops.	
• Rural	feel	but	close	to	facilities	
• Rural	 feel,	 but	 close	 to	 good	 transport/road	 networks	 and	 a	

city/shopping/entertainment.	
• Rural	location	but	2	minutes	from	motorway	-	peace	and	tranquillity.	
• Rural	setting.		Canal	walks.	
• Rural	with	access	to	Gloucester.	
• Separate	to	Quedgeley.		Peaceful.	
• So	near	countryside.		Village	feel.	
• Some	"village	feel"	left.		Proximity	to	Quedgeley	shops.		Proximity	to	motorway.	
• Somewhere	near	the	country	to	live.	
• Space.		Rural	feel.		Location	-	close	to	M5/Gloucester/access	to	work.		Facilities.	
• The	beauty	of	being	able	to	walk	in	the	countryside/by	the	canal	a	short	distance	

from	housing.		Friends	and	neighbours.	
• The	church	and	other	facilities,	rural	aspects.	
• The	current	green	fields	surrounding	the	south	and	east	of	the	parish.	
• The	 number	 of	 people	 working	 together	 in	 various	 places:	 i.e.	 village	 hall	

committee/activities,	 football/cricket	 clubs,	 Hardwicke	 church,	 school,	 St	
Nicholas	Court,	convenient	location	to	motorways	and	other.	

• The	south	of	Hardwicke	is	peaceful	and	a	good	feel	to	it	due	to	older	homes	and	
spacing,	we	must	keep	this	 in	any	 future	development,	also	very	 little	crime	or	
bad	behaviour	in	Hardwicke.	

• The	village,	the	surrounding	countryside,	the	community	spirit	enhanced	by	the	
school,	church	and	village	hall.		I	deplore	the	prospect	of	losing	these	values	in	an	
impersonal	sprawl	of	suburbia.	

• There	 is	a	rural/country	aspect	to	Hardwicke	that	provides	a	village	 'feel'.	 	 If	so	
many	houses	-	new	building	developments	are	allowed,	we	will	lose	the	'country	
feel'	and	turn	into	another	Quedgeley.	

• Two	 minutes	 away	 from	 open	 countryside.	 	 Older	 parts	 of	 Hardwicke	 village.		
Must	not	be	surrounded	by	properties.		Not	against	development	but	in	the	right	
format	and	the	right	place.	

• Village	environment.		Distance	from	city.		Easy	access	to	M5.	
• Village	feel,	close	to	Gloucester	by	bus,	but	walk	5	mins	and	you're	 in	beautiful	

countryside.	



	

	 	 	 	 	 	 	
	 	 	

• Village	feel,	green	spaces,	safety,	good	motorway	links.	
• Village	feel;	close	to	major	stores	such	as	Tesco,	Asda,	etc.		The	views;	being	part	

of	the	Cotswolds	and	its	wonderful	views.	
• Village	hall	and	fields.		H	Matters	magazine.	
• We	 have	 a	 pleasant	 and	 reasonably	 quiet	 area,	 close	 to	 towns	 -	 Glos,	 Stroud,	

Chelt,	Bristol,	with	no	serious	crime	figures.	
• Where	we	live	is	a	quiet	area	in	the	main,	weather	permitting	one	can	sit	in	the	

garden	with	little	disturbance.		Good	neighbours.	
	
Mixed	
• As	 we	 are	 living	 on	 a	 new	 development,	 we	 are	 new	 to	 the	 existing	

opportunities.		There	is	good	access	to	the	motorway,	but	we	have	found	a	lack	
of	certain	amenities	and	facilities.	

• It	is	very	near	to	the	M5,	but	it	needs	a	soul.		Looks	at	Stonehouse	if	you	need	a	
guide.	

• Its	close	links	to	the	countryside	but	this	is	being	eroded	by	developments	such	
as	Sellars	Bridge.		Becoming	another	Quedgeley	where	there	is	no	character	and	
no	village	feel.	

• Its	 rural	 aspect	 and	 village	 feel	 still	 distinct	 from	Quedgeley	 but	 being	 eroded	
quickly	by	new	development.	

• Its	rural	feel	-	which	is	rapidly	going.		Views	of	countryside.	
• Living	 in	 a	 village	 &	 I	 would	 like	 it	 to	 remain	 that	 way.	 	 Open	 spaces;	 local	

amenities	(not	currently	available!).	
• Mainly	a	pleasant	quiet	place	to	live.		At	present	it	is	still	managing	to	maintain	a	

village	feel.	 	A	 few	retail	units	would	be	a	good	 idea/nice.	 	Coffee	shop/cake	&	
bakery?	/	local	art	&	craft	shop,	etc.		This	would	give	area	a	boost	and	help	retain	
boundary	separation	from	Quedgeley.	

• Neighbours	 and	 surroundings,	 the	 fact	 that	 it	 is	 just	 a	 step	 away	 from	 the	
countryside,	 but	 still	 close	 enough	 to	 town	 and	 lots	 of	 local	 amenities,	 and	 in	
spite	of	everything,	 it	still	has	feel	of	a	village.	 	 (Unfortunately	this	seems	to	be	
vanishing	with	all	of	the	housing	going	up.)	

• The	canal,	would	like	to	see	better	paths	and	footbridge	put	in	where	Hardwicke	
bridge	once	was.		The	church,	greater	access	by	foot,	put	down	descent	[do	they	
mean	'decent'?]	paths	along	glevium	[Glevum?]	Way	footpath.	

• We	are	a	village	and	should	stay	as	a	village.		Over	the	years	I've	seen	the	village	
of	Hardwicke	grow	far	too	fast	and	far	too	big.		The	value	is	small	is	good.	

• We	came	here	 in	1978	to	the	countryside,	no	more	development	please.	 	Rush	
time	 congestion	 needs	 to	 be	 addressed	 ASAP.	 	 *Upkeep	 of	 play	 areas	 -	 Dales	
Wharf	by	Rosedale,	 in	bad	need	of	repair,	1	swing	missing	for	over	3	years!!	 	1	
remaining	has	splits	in	seat!!*	

	
Negative	
• 15	years	ago	Hardwicke	was	the	place	I	wanted	to	bring	my	children	up.		Now	I	

would	dearly	love	to	move	to	a	rural	village.		Hardwick	estate	has	nothing	left	to	
cherish	or	value.		What	village,	becoming	scrawl.	

• I	did	value	a	quiet	village	(1977)	-	all	is	now	spoilt.	



	

	 	 	 	 	 	 	
	 	 	

• It	 used	 to	 be	 a	 very	 close	 community	 -	 but	 with	 so	 much	 new	 housing	 in	
Quedgeley	and	Hardwicke	that	spirit	has	been	lost	-	too	much	too	soon.	

• More	 attention	 and	 signage	 should	 be	 given	 to	 companies	 already	 on	 existing	
sites	Hardwicke,	Haresfield	and	Waterwells.	

• Not	a	lot.	
• Nothing!	
	
Please	use	the	space	below	to	make	any	other	comments	or	suggestions	
regarding	the	aims	for	Hardwicke's	Neighbourhood	Development	Plan	
	
Number	of	responses:	42	
	
There	was	a	wide	range	of	answers	to	this	question.	 	The	most	common	theme	
was	to	avoid	over-development.			
	
The	comments	have	been	categorised	below.		Comments	which	span	more	than	
one	category	have	been	split.		The	categories	are	as	follows:	
	

• Avoid	over-development/building	on	green	spaces		 15	
• Facilities	for	children/young	people		 	 	 4	 	
e.g.	sports;	play	areas	
• Other	services/facilities		 	 	 	 4	 	
e.g.	post	office;	pub;	sports/leisure	
• Crime/safety		 	 	 	 	 3	 	
e.g.	NW;	youth	shelter	–	drugs/disturbance	
• Tidiness/cleanliness		 	 	 	 3	 	
e.g.	house	frontages;	litter	
• Canal		 	 	 	 	 	 2	 	
e.g.	improve	canal	path;	no	housing	development	
• Repair/use	old	school		 	 	 	 2	 	
• Traffic	volume	 	 	 	 	 2	
• Other		 	 	 	 	 	 16	 incl.	 disabled	 access;	

broadband;	road	signs	
	
Full	comments	by	category	(then	A-Z	within	each	category)	
	
Avoid	over-development/building	on	green	spaces	(15)	
• Be	true	to	the	village	and	let's	not	spoil	it	by	over	development.	
• Development	plan	-	great	idea	-	aims	-	good.		But	I'm	afraid	there	is	not	a	lot	of	

room	for	development	-	no	one	has	ever	 listened	in	the	past,	so	am	I	wrong	to	
think	no	one	will	listen	in	the	future,	is	this	just	another	PR	exercise??!!	

• F6	No	2	 -	Keep	separate	 identity	but	work	 in	partnership	with	our	neighbours!		
Preserving	existing	GREEN	AREAS	in	the	village;	e.g.	Oak	Tree	Close,	Ashgrove.	

• Hardwicke	needs	to	maintain	its	identity	and	not	get	[the	sentence	ends	here]	
• Hope	for	any	future	developments	retaining	green	spaces	(what's	left).	
• I	feel	Hardwicke	should	try	to	maintain	its	'village'	feel	-	(not	be	over-developed)	

and	go	for	quality	pubs/houses	and	any	future	buildings	or	developments.	



	

	 	 	 	 	 	 	
	 	 	

• I	think	the	development	plan	should	focus	on	what	Hardwicke	already	has	and	to	
improve	in	these	areas	rather	than	looking	to	expand!	

• Knock	down	the	new	builds	and	plant	trees	and	grass.	
• Maintain	good	'green/rural'	areas	for	wildlife	and	country	aspect.	 	Do	not	allow	

big	housing	developments	to	happen.	
• No	more	building,	please!	
• Not	too	much	building.		E.g.	look	at	Stonehouse.		One	cannot	build	any	more	and	

stay	 in	 Stonehouse.	 	 Have	 you	 ever	 been	 to	 Derby?	 	 Just	 outside	 the	 city	 is	
teeming	with	wildlife.		Where	is	ours?	

• Opposition	 to	 further	housing	development	on	Green	Lane,	Sticky	Lane,	Pound	
Lane,	on	grounds	of	inadequate	roads,	school	places,	doctors.	

• Please,	please	do	not	build	any	more	houses	within	this	village.		I	cannot	imagine	
what	it	will	be	like	when	all	houses	are	occupied	on	Sellars	Bridge,	the	lanes	are	
far	 too	 busy	 already	 from	 other	 recent	 developments.	 	 Hardwicke	 will	 just	
become	 a	 suburb	 of	 Gloucester,	 instead	 of	 the	 special	 place	 it	 has	 been	 to	 us	
over	the	last	19	years.	

• We	have	on	our	doorstep	 three	ongoing	housing	developments	 -	Hunts	Grove,	
Sellars,	Margo's	 [?]	 Field	 -	 enough	 is	 enough!	 	 It	 is	 time	 to	 think	 of	 providing	
social	 facilities	 for	 the	people	of	Hardwicke,	who	are	already	 in	 residence,	and,	
have	been	sadly	neglected.	

• We	must	keep	as	much	natural	space	-	green	areas,	trees	-	as	possible.		We	must	
not	be	browbeaten	 into	agreeing	to	"political"	agendas	to	build	houses,	almost	
without	 check,	 on	 flat	 land.	 	 We	 must	 address	 "infrastructure"	 issues	 like	
healthcare,	schooling	and	road	usage	when	viewing	any	development.	

	
Facilities	for	children/young	people	(4)	
• Although	 I	 realise	Hunts	Grove	 is	 in	the	ward	of	Hardwicke,	 I	am	 led	to	believe	

that	 a	 sports	 centre,	 sports	 field	 etc.	 are	 going	 to	 be	 built	 at	 Hunts	 Grove.		
Although	this	is	good	-	it	will	mean	that	Hardwicke	will	have	no	football	or	cricket	
on	 the	 field	by	 the	village	hall	 and	no	young	 footballers.	 	 This	 is	what	helps	 to	
make	a	village	atmosphere.	 	 I	 really	 feel	this	problem	needs	to	be	discussed	by	
H.N.D.G.	before	Hardwicke	is	a	ghost	village.	

• Children's	play	areas	need	to	be	developed.		This	should	include	within	their	own	
streets	 e.g.	 "playing	 out"	 scheme	 -	 playingout.net/	 and	 'play	 streets'	 -	
www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-england-berkshire-24463263	

• Sporting	 facilities	 are	 desperately	 needed	 and	 by	 this	 I	 don't	 mean	 football	
pitches.	 	 We	 need	 different	 interests	 catered	 for	 and	 this	 in	 turn	 would	
encourage	youth	to	be	more	active.	

• Youngsters	need	somewhere	to	go.		No	more	congregating	in	groups	at	shop.	
	
Other	services/facilities	(4)	
• Can	a	way	be	found	to	reinstate	our	post	office?		
• Development	of	local	pub	needed.	
• Perhaps	 Hardwicke	 Court	 (company)	 should	 be	 more	 involved;	 as	 big	

landowners,	but	never	seem	to	want	to	contribute	to	"village	life"	as	you	put	it.		
(Apart	 from	 selling	 land	 for	more	 houses.)	 	 They	 should	 release	 some	 land	 for	
community	use	and	sport/leisure	facilities	for	Hardwicke.	



	

	 	 	 	 	 	 	
	 	 	

• We	need	decisive	action	regarding	shop	and	Starting	Gate	pub.	
	
Crime/safety	(3)	
• C6	-	This	did	run	in	our	close	in	the	past	but	unfortunately	is	no	longer	running.		If	

there	was	a	NW	scheme	it	would	help	awareness	of	people's	movements/times	
when	houses	may	be	empty,	it	may	also	help	with	building	up	community	spirit.	

• Higher	police	presence	at	the	school	in	and	out	times.	
• Living	on	Hardwicke	playing	field,	I	would	love	to	see	the	removal	of	the	teenage	

shelter	as	this	is	a	den	for	drug	and	alcohol	use	and	nightly	disturbances,	this	is	
quite	a	serious	issue	for	the	residents	along	here.		Please	help!!!	

	
Tidiness/cleanliness	(3)	
• Can	ways	be	found	to	encourage	owners/tenants	to	keep	their	frontage	tidy	i.e.	

no	black	bags	left	out	for	days,	grass	kept	reasonably	cut,	hedges	cut	back	tidily.	
• The	litter	problem	needs	tackling	properly	and	organised	somehow	urgently!	
• The	upkeep	is	very	important,	we	all	need	to	be	proud	of	where	we	live.	
	
Canal	(2)	
• I	would	very	much	like	to	see	the	canal	path	on	the	Pilot	site	improved	and	gravel	

pathway	improved	as	the	first	few	hundred	yards	get	very	muddy.		The	canal	is	a	
fantastic	 asset	 and	 gets	 a	 lot	 of	 use	 from	 walkers.	 	 Could	 anyone	 liaise	 with	
British	Waterways	to	achieve	this?	

• No	 further	 development	 on	 the	 canalside	 of	 Hardwicke	 or	 in	 the	Hunts	 Grove	
area	once	that	is	completed.	

	
Old	school	(2)	
• The	 old	 school	 is	 in	 bad	 repair	 and	 should	 be	 repaired	 and	 used	 -	 or	 are	 you	

letting	it	fall	down	so	you	can	build	lots	of	houses.	
• Use	the	old	Hardwicke	school	for	something,	it	seems	so	sad	to	see	it	empty	and	

falling	 into	 disrepair.	 	 Split	 into	 small,	 affordable	 business	 units,	 or	 sell	 it	 so	
someone	can	turn	it	into	a	home.	

	
Traffic	(2)	
• I'm	 concerned	 how	 busy	 Green	 Lane/Church	 Lane	 will	 become	 once	 Sellars	

Bridge	housing	development	has	finished.	 	The	 lanes	are	busy	already	and	they	
are	only	 just	wide	enough	 for	 two	cars	but	 the	hedges	and	ditches	are	getting	
worse	and	damaging	vehicles.	

• No	wonder	 they	build	cars	 to	go	100mph,	 it's	so	we	can	accelerate	and	get	off	
our	drive	in	gap	of	traffic!	

	
Other	(16)	
• At	least	you're	asking!	
• Disabled	access	needs	to	be	looked	at	around	the	village.		Hedgerows	overhang	

paths,	 holes	 in	 pavements,	 low	 parts	 of	 pavements	 not	 all	 low	 enough	 for	 a	
wheelchair	to	get	up.		Also	railings	at	shop	end	of	private	road	at	end	of	footpath	
across	 field	 prevent	 any	 wheelchair	 user	 getting	 through	 so	 limiting	 access	 to	



	

	 	 	 	 	 	 	
	 	 	

some	 areas.	 	 I	 realise	 these	 are	 probably	 not	 priority	 as	 they	 don't	 affect	 the	
majority	 but	 if	 some	 areas	 can	 be	 looked	 at	 it	 would	 improve	 access	 for	 us	
minority	around	Hardwicke.	

• Fibre-optic	broadband	should	be	available	in	Hardwicke	and	surrounding	areas.	
• I	 have	 answered	 the	 questions.	 	Most	 do	 not	 concern	me	 now,	 because	 I	 am	

almost	90,	but	I	feel	so	much	needs	to	be	addressed	in	Hardwicke.		I	have	lived	
here	for	around	20	years.		It	is	the	most	uncaring	I	have	lived.	

• I	think	the	council	needs	to	get	down	with	the	kids!	
• I	think	the	incinerator	will	get	built	in	the	future	because	money	is	no	object.	
• Improve/develop	community	spirit/belonging.	
• It	would	be	nice	to	see	a	pothole	warden	round	the	village	roads	and	lanes.		Also	

a	weed	warden.			
• More	events.	
• Needs	 immediate	 action.	 	Will	 someone	on	 PC	please	 sort	 out	 developers	 and	

media	[?]	e.g.	Hardwicke	[can't	read	next	word]	chapel	-	road	farm	on	A38	J12	on	
M5	is	in	Haresfield	not	Quedgeley,	RAF	old	depot	by	M5	J12	is	in	Haresfield	and	
not	Quedgeley	and	Quedgeley	West	is	in	Hardwicke.		Can	clear	signs	be	installed	
at	app	points.	 	Again	sit	on	wall	and	see	the	people	and	frustrated	drivers	who	
think	and	argue	they	are	in	Quedgeley	because	the	signs	say	so.	

• Playing	 fields	 are	 great,	 but	often,	 at	weekends	and	 summer	evenings	used	by	
organised	groups.	

• Preserve	areas	for	wildlife	and	natural	ecology.	
• The	 plan	 needs	 to	 ensure	 as	 wide	 an	 input	 of	 views	 from	 the	 inhabitants	 as	

possible,	and,	if	we	can	keep	politics	out	of	it,	that	would	be	wonderful.	
• There	is	a	definite	need	for	a	Village	Centre	but	apart	from	that	I	do	not	see	that	

much	needs	to	change.	
• To	maintain	a	village	type	development	with	open	green	places	and	good	quality	

homes,	especially	bearing	in	mind	the	ageing	population.	
• We	 believe	 that	 Hardwicke	 should	 foster	 links	 with	 and	 co-operation	 with	

Quedgeley	 (and	 ideally	 a	 move	 from	 Stroud	 DC	 to	 Gloucester	 CC).	 	 The	 two	
villages	 have	 as	 good	 as	 merged	 and	 could	 then	 formally	 share	 facilities.		
Personally	we	feel	as	much	a	part	of	Quedgeley	as	Hardwicke.		We	also	find	we	
use	a	lot	of	facilities	in	Quedgeley	-	much	more	convenient	than	Stroud!!	
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!
HARDWICKE*NEIGHBOURHOOD*

DEVELOPMENT*PLAN!

Who?%

What?%

When?%

Where?%

Why?%

…but%in%a%slightly%different%order…%

How?%

…of$the$Hardwicke$Neighbourhood$Development$$
Plan$Group$(HNDPG)…$

$This$Briefing$is$the…$

Extract'from'‘A'plain'English'guide'to'the'Localism'Act’''November'2011''
Department'for'CommuniAes'and'Local'Government'
'

The'Localism'Act'2011'

•  New'freedoms'and'flexibiliAes'for'local'government'!

•  New'rights'and'powers'for'communiAes'and'individuals'!

•  Reform'to'make'the'planning'system'more'democraAc'and'
'more'effecAve'!

•  Reform'to'ensure'that'decisions'about'housing'are'taken'locally'!

Neighbourhood+planning+will+allow+communi3es,+both+
residents,+employees+and+business,+to+come+together+
through+a+local+parish+council+or+neighbourhood+forum+
and+say+where+they+think+new+houses,+businesses+and+
shops+should+go+–+and+what+they+should+look+like.++
+

Extract'from'‘A'plain'English'guide'to'the'Localism'Act’''November'2011''
Department'for'CommuniAes'and'Local'Government'
'

The'Localism'Act'2011'
…so$what$is$a$Neighbourhood$Development$Plan$(NDP)?$

•  Introduced$by$The$Localism$Act$2011$

•  Expresses$the$views$of$the$community$

•  ScruHnised$by$planning$inspector$

•  Subjected$to$neighbourhood$referendum$

…so$who$is$involved$in$a$NDP?$

•  Role$of$the$Community$$

•  Role$of$Hardwicke$Parish$Council$(HPC)$

•  Role$of$Stroud$District$Council$(SDC)$

•  Role$Gloucestershire$Rural$Community$Council$(GRCC)$

•  Role$of$Hardwicke$Neighbourhood$Development$Plan$Group$

•  Role$of$Planning$Inspector$

HNDPG&Composi-on&

Residents&
!
Kevin!Marsden!
Ian!Widdows!
Graham!Brearley!
Jill!Brearley!
Chris!Edwards!
!
!
!
!

!
!
Dora!Edwards!
Mark!Walters!
Mathew!Parker!
Diane!Green!
!
!
!



	

	 	 	 	 	 	 	
	 	 	

	
	
	
	

	

	

	

	
	
	
	
	
	

HNDPG&Composi-on&

!

Village!Hall!!!!Fran!Welbourne!!
Employers!! ! ! !!!!!!!TBD!
Hardwicke!School!! !!!!!!!TBN!!
Hardwicke!Church!Fr.!Andrew!
BriBsh!Legion ! !!!Roger!Neil!
Playgroup ! ! !!!!!!!! !TBD!
Women’s!InsBtute ! !TBD!
Lunch!club! ! ! !!!!!!!!TBD!
Scouts ! ! ! ! !!!!!!!!TBD!
Guides! ! ! ! !!!!!!!!TBD!

Football!club ! ! ! ! !
! !Richard!Howell!
! !Mark!Phil!Addle!

Cricket!club ! ! ! !TBD!
Hardwicke!Estate!! ! !TBD!
Hardwicke!Parish!Council!!!

! !Lyn!Welbourne!!!
! !Fran!Welbourne!
! !Theresa!Harrison!

Local&Organisa-ons& HNDPG&Composi-on&

HNDPG&Theme&Leads&
&
Improved)Services)and)Facili2es ) ) )Theresa)Harrison)))
Maintaining)the)community ) ) ) )Ian)Widdows)
Protec2ng)the)environment ) ) ) )Graham)Brearley)
Communica2on)and)transport ) ) )MaAhew)Parker)
Homes)to)meet)local)needs ) ) ) )Kevin)Marsden)
Enhancing)the)local)economy) ) ) )TBD)
)

…so$why$does$HPC$want$a$NDP?$

•  The$Stroud$District$Council$local$plan$has$iden4fied$an$
addi4onal$500$homes$at$Hunts$Grove$plus$an$addi4onal$750$
'windfall$sites$anywhere$across$the$district.$This$leaves$
Hardwicke$vulnerable$future$development$

•  The$Hardwicke$Parish$Council$sees$the$protec4on$and$
maintenance$of$its$village$feel$as$a$priority$therefore$wishes$to$
ensure$that$any$future$development$meets$the$needs$of$local$
people.$

•  This$includes$the$ability$to$influence$the$type$and$density$of$any$
proposed$development$that$may$be$suggested$for$Hardwicke.$

•  The$HPC$sees$a$HNDP$as$a$means$to$achieve$these$aims$

…so$where$will$NDP$cover?$

Parish'
Church'

Sellers'
Bridge'

Village'
Hall'

Hunts'
Grove''

…using'an'8'Step'Approach'

…so$how$will$the$NDP$happen?$

Step'1:'Ge6ng'started$

Step'2:'Iden:fying'the'issues'$

Step'3:'Developing'vision'and'Objec:ves'for'the'NDP$

Step'5:'DraGing'the'NDP$

Step'6:'Consulta:on'on'the'DraG'Plan'and'submission$

Step'4:'Generate'and'test'solu:ons$

Step'8:'Referendum$

Step'7:'Examina:on'$

…so$when$will$the$NDP$be$completed?$

Hardwicke Neighbourhood Development Plan:  Project Work Breakdown Structure 
Activity  Progress and Date  

Step 1 Initiation and Startup Need to consolidate HNDPG composition 90% 
complete 

Step 2 identify Issues and Develop HNDP Vision 
and Aims 

Need survey results to finalise vision and aims. 75% 
complete 

Step 3 Hardwicke Neighbourhood Audit, 
Gathering and Checking Evidence  

Theme leads commenced evidene gathering. 5% 
complete 

Step 4 Define Policies For HNDP 0% complete 

Step 5 Drafting the NDP 0% complete 

Step 6 Finalising HNDP, Independent Check of 
HNDP Consultation 0% complete 

Step 7 Examination by Planning Inspectorate 0% complete 
Step 8 Hardwicke Neighbourhood Referendum 0% complete 
!

So#we#have#covered#the#…#

…of#the#Hardwicke#Neighbourhood#Development#Plan…#

This%is%an%ini(a(ve%for%the%the%people%of%Hardwicke,%by%the%
Hardwicke%Community,%for%the%benefit%of%future%genera(ons%of%
Hardwicke.%I%would%be%happy%to%produce%a%Kev’s%Hardwicke%NDP;%
but%I%think%it%would%be%beFer%if%we%all%had%a%say…%
%%

We%need%your%help…%

Please%contact%me%on%01452881774%
%or%the%Parish%Clerk,%Kevin%Lee%at%Kevin%Lee%Q%The%Clerk%–%

Hardwicke%<clerk@hardwickepc.gov.uk>%%
%



	

	 	 	 	 	 	 	
	 	 	

	
	

	

	

	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

in association with GRCC (www.grcc.org.uk) 

(Gloucestershire Rural Community Council) 

1 

HNDP 

 
HARDWICKE NEIGHBOURHOOD 

DEVELOPMENT PLAN 

HNDP – Our Logo competition 
2 

!  Thank-you to all those from Hardwicke School who 
entered our HNDP logo competition 
•  X entrants from all age ranges 
•  very hard to judge a winner 

•  each entrant received a prize 
•  the winner won ??????? 

Placing Infants Lower Infants Upper Juniors 

3rd Ellie Nelmes Isobel Felton Paris Rogers 

2nd Sophie Massey Elizabeth Salami Sarah & Florrie 

1st Matthew  
(class 3) 

Harry Furnis Alex Dickinson 

HNDP – Our overall Logo winner! 
1 

!  Congratulations to Alex Dickinson (Upper Juniors 
Phase 4) – winner of the Hardwicke School HNDP logo 
design competition 

HNDP – Our Area 

!  3,900 people live 
locally 

!  1,660 households 
!  760 children under 16 

(19.5% (England 18.9%)) 
!  2,670 working age 

adults (68.4%) 
!  470 older people > 65 

!  577 detached homes 
!  407 semi-detached 

houses 
!  557 Terraced houses 
!  139 Flats 

4 

Social & Cultural Housing & the built environment 

Rural Community Profile for 
Hardwicke (Parish) 

Data Source:  
Action with Communities in Rural England (ACRE) Rural evidence project (October 2013) 

HNDP – Our Area 

!  88% Satisfied with 
local area as a place 
to live 

!  69% feel they 
belong to the 
neighbourhood 

!  87% aged 65+ 
satisfied with home & 
neighbourhood 

5 

How strong is the Local 
Community? 

Rural Community Profile for 
Hardwicke (Parish) 

Data Source:  
Action with Communities in Rural England (ACRE) Rural evidence project (October 2013) 

HNDP – Project Plan Steps  
6 

1. Get Started 

2. Identify Issues 

3. Develop Vision & 
Objectives 

4. Generate & Test 
Solutions 

5. Drafting the NDP 

6. Draft Plan 
Consultation & 

submission 
 

7. Examination by 
Stroud DC 

8. Community 
Referendum 

NDP adopted  - 
success!! 

HNDP – Questionnaire 2014 
7 

We needed to ensure our Vision and aspects of Hardwicke to be tackled in the HNDP, 
reflected the views of the wider community.   

•  The Questionnaire was based on the points made in the first HNDP workshop 
on 23rd September 2013 

• The Questionnaire was inserted into over 2000 copies of the Hardwicke Matters 
Community Magazine 

•  Drop Boxes were created at 7 Community locations  

•  GRCC assisted in the design of the Questionnaire and will process the results 

•  The results of the Questionnaire will be made available to the HNDP Group at 
the May meeting 

HNDP – The Group  
13 

Further 
information 
on the HNDP 
& GRCC 

!  View the Hardwicke Parish Plan at: 
www.hardwickepc.co.uk 

!  View more information on the HNDP 
at the GRCC web pages: 
www.grcc.org.uk 

!  Next meeting on Wednesday 21st 
May @ 18:30, Hardwicke Village 
Hall 



	

	 	 	 	 	 	 	
	 	 	

	
	

	

	

	
	

What about our Green Spaces? 

Parish 
Church 

Sellers 
Bridge 

Village 
Hall 

Hunts 
Grove  

8 What about our Facilities & Services? 

Parish 
Church 

Sellers 
Bridge 

Village 
Hall 

Hunts 
Grove  

9 

HNDP – Evidence Gathering 

!  Theme Groups 
! a. Improved Services & Facilities 
! b. Maintaining the Community 
! c. Protecting the Environment 
! d. Communication & Transport 
! e. Homes to meet local need 
!  f. Enhancing the Local Economy 

10 

6 Key Areas 

   We 

NEED   

your 

help Please come & 
join the HNDP 

Group 

No 
Cinema 

Community 
Safety 

HNDP – Consulting our Youth 
11 

Hardwicke Youth 
Questionnaire  
Results 

1. What Don’t you like about Hardwicke? 

2. What DO you like about Hardwicke? 

It’s a nice 
quiet village 

We don’t want any 
more big housing 

areas here! 

No Sports 
facilities  

(esp. for girls) 

Only a Youth 
Club every 2 

weeks 

Need 
somewhere for 
older kids to 

hang out 

Not enough light for 
Play Area & Dog 

walking 

Lack of 
Schools & 

Shops 

HNDP – The Group  
12 

Contact 
details for the 
HNDP Group 

- We meet on 
the 3rd 
Wednesday 
of each month 
at Hardwicke 
Village Hall 
(18:30) 

!  Kevin Marsden – Chairman (Resident) 

!  Ian Widdows – Vice Chair (Resident) 

!  Kevin Lee (HPC – Clerk) 
!  Theresa Harrison (HPC) 
!  Graham & Jill Brearly (Residents) 

!  Fran & Lyn Welbourne (HPC) 
!  Matthew Parker (Resident) 

!  Mark Walters 
!  Chris Edwards 

HNDP – The Group  
13 

Further 
information 
on the HNDP 
& GRCC 

!  View the Hardwicke Parish Plan at: 
www.hardwickepc.co.uk 

!  View more information on the HNDP 
at the GRCC web pages: 
www.grcc.org.uk 

!  Next meeting on Wednesday 21st 
May @ 18:30, Hardwicke Village 
Hall 



	

	 	 	 	 	 	 	
	 	 	

	

	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	



Appendix E2: Outputs from 
the mapping exercise



	

	 	 	 	 	 	 	
	 	 	

	
Annex	E2	to	the	Hardwicke	Consultation	Statement	

	
	
	
	

No.	 Detail	
1	 See	canal;	watch	swans	and	other	bird	life	-	tranquillity	
2	 Old	Hardwicke	school	–	historic	significance.	Would	be	wonderful	to	have	it	

used	for	communal	use/small	business	
3	 Open	fields	and	green	space	for	cattle	and	farming	
4	 Existing	playing	field	recreational	
5	 Hardwicke	allotments,	important	facility	currently	owned	and	operated	by	

Hardwicke	estates,	long	waiting	list	for	plots,	need	more	space	
6-14	 Blank	
15	 Important	to	maintain	a	village	green.	So	we	have	a	pleasant	********?	

And	a	village	cafe	
16	 Keep	open	fields	here	to	retain	rural	feel	to	Hardwicke	Village.	

Tranquillity/wildlife	
17-28	 Blank	
29	 Girls	sports	area.	We	need	as	much	green	space	as	possible	
30	 Fields	opposite	the	village	hall	

31-43	 Blank	
43	 Centre	of	village;	hall;	fields	meeting	place	
44	 The	Green,	Sticky	Lane	–	a	beautiful	and	historic	area,	xx?	For	future	

generations	
45	 The	Church	and	Church	Lane	are	of	significant	historical	and	rural	

importance	of	the	Old	Hardwicke	Village	
46	 Historic	local	buildings	in	Church	Lane	as	a	whole	but	some	have	specific	

outlook	
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Annex	F1	to	the	Hardwicke	Consultation	Statement	
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Annex	F2	to	the	Hardwicke	Consultation	Statement	
	

Local	Businesses	
	

Signalstorm	Innovations	Limited	
Beta	Marine	Limited	
Severn	Controls	Limited	
Vision	Profiles	Ltd	
Mawdsley's	WL	INC	
Summerhouse	Education	Centre	
Frampton	Autos	
Cash	Save	Cars	
Rebecca	Orchard	Osteopathic	Practice	
Mccarthy	Homes	Limited	
Summerhouse	Equestrian	And	Training	Centre	LLP	
MG	Markey	Group	Limited	
Markey	Builders	(Gloucester)	Limited	
SFC	Event	Logistics	Limited	
Raventree	Limited	
SFC	Group.Co.Uk	
PLY	Lining	Services	
Whitson	Conference	And	Events	
Momentous	Moving	Excellence	
DB	Stoves	
BTM	Developments	Limited	
Rusty	Shilling	Developments	Limited	
TPT	Investments	Limited	
Whitson	Conference	&	Events	Limited	
Stephen	Freeman	Limited	
SFC	Event	Bars	Limited	
PLY	Lining	Services	Limited	
SFC	Concessions	(Holdings)	Limited	
SFC	Event	Catering	Limited	
Sfwf	Limited	
Fordmar	Limited	
Premiere	Nutrition	Limited	
2GR	Trustees	Limited	
2	Gloucester	Road	(Management)	Limited	
Ryan-Mar	Limited	
Cheltenham	Student	Lettings	Limited	
Rural	&	Country	Homes	(Upton)	Limited	
Honeybourne	Services	(Gloucester)	Limited	
Markey	Colston	Limited	
Rusty	-	Oak	Limited	
Markey	Building	Services	Limited	
Blaisdon	Developments	Limited	
Wild	West	Fitness	Limited	
Markey	Developments	LLP	
Colston	Property	Lettings	LLP	
Pentagon	Property	Developments	LLP	
Markey	Developments	LLP	
Robbie	Campion	
Mobility	Disabled	

Cash	Save	Cars	Ltd	
Cash	Save	Cars	
Silvey	Engineering	
Pinetree	
Jess`S	Ladies	Organic	Farm	Milk	
E	J	Taylor	&	Sons	
J	Vaughan	
E	J	Taylor	&	Sons	(Gloucester)	Limited	
Silvey	Engineering	Ltd	
M	&	D	Welding	(Gloucester)	Limited	
Surman-Evans	Homes	Ltd	
C	J	Newell	
D	B	Contracting	
KEY	2	Financial	Solutions	Limited	
Bennetts	Driving	School	Limited	
The	Falconry	School	Limited	
BEN	Long	Falconry	Limited	
KEY	2	Claims	Ltd	
KEY	2	Wills	Ltd	
Jennings	Health	Care	Ltd	
David	Carter	Andrew	
Total	Quality	Solutions	Limited	
DAC	Construction	Limited	
Nicholl	S.T.I.	Limited	
L	&	R	Precision	Engineering	Ltd	
F	&	J	Installations	Ltd	
Andy	Etheridge	Plumbing	&	Bathrooms	
Colette	Etheridge	Counselling	Service	
Foxwood	Associates	(UK)	Ltd	
Foxwood	Associates	(Corporate	TAX	And	Accounting)	Ltd	
Optalex	Optometric	Services	Limited	
Gadget	Vogue	Limited	
Power4biz	Ltd.	
Tiles	R	Russ	
Tarr	Electrical	Ltd	
EMS	
Mccadam	Transport	
R	S	Daine	Limited	
Epthree	Consultancy	Limited	
Francois	Greyling	Ltd	
Swift	Safety	Training	Services	
Swift	Safety	Training	Services	
S	W	C	Flooring	Contractors	
Southfield	Shooting	School	
Advanced	Insulation	Systems	Limited	
City	Link	
Advanced	Insulation	Contracting	Limited	
AI	Plymouth	Limited	
Advanced	Insulation	Group	Limited	



	

	 	 	 	 	 	 	
	 	 	

Advanced	Insulation	Holdings	Limited	
Window	Widgets	LLP	
Eclectic	Systems	LLP	
Gardiner	Bros.	And	Company	(Leathers)	Limited	
H.	Underwood	And	Sons	Limited	
C	S	Robulk	
Careway	Removals	
Dimore	Maisonettes	Limited	
Mecaid	Ltd	
Qualityrelief	Limited	
Trigg's	Decorators	
Post	Office	
Morningtilnight	
Ricketts	&	Son	
Finch	Enterprises	Limited	
Wheeling	Free	Limited	
AGH	Enterprises	Limited	
D	Hill	Consulting	Limited	
Hardwicke	Village	Hall	
Air	&	Port	Transfers	
Freeman	Welding	
Lexacol	Limited	
Total	Interactive	Solutions	Limited	
ABC	Children's	Homes	Limited	
R	H	Industrial	Cleaners	
A	B	C	Scaffolding	
Arken	Smith	Property	Limited	
Anderson	Recruitment	Ltd	
J.P.U.	Services	Limited	
J	Tyreman	
Footework	Home	Improvements	Limited	
S	J	Bolton	Roofing	
D	Kent	Fencing	
Nightshift	Films	Ltd	
GTB	Homes	Limited	
Kubler-Curve	Consultancy	Limited	
NKM	Limited	
Lets	Clean	
Trojan	Software	Solutions	Limited	
Fullscreen	Panoramic	Tours	
Adam	Soble	
Chris	Lewis	Plant	Limited	
Revolution	Air	Services	Ltd	
Better	Driveways	Ltd	
Ellis	Accountants	Ltd	
Kingsley	Welding	Alloys	Limited	
Fowler	Builders	Limited	
Space	Centres	(Glos)	Limited	
Great	British	Funfair	Limited	
Trillium	Developments	Limited	
VP	Risk	Management	Ltd	
Gascheckuk	Limited	
The	Challenge	Fencing	
Ringtone.Net	Limited	
M	&	D	Property	Garden	Maintenance	Limited	
Chris	Gooch	Consulting	Limited	
Eric	Vick	Transport	Limited	
R	J	B	Game	Limited	

Puddleduck	Hall	Childrens	Nursery	
Ben's	Fencing	&	Landscaping	
M	&	D	Garden	Maintenance	
Westbourne	Newsagents	
Hardwicke	&	Quedgeley	
Fifth	Element	Systems	Limited	
Log	On	Motion	Limited	
Lewber	Limited	
Discusq	Limited	
Shelving	And	Partitioning	Systems	Limited	
Hollier	Engineering	Limited	
RAD	Logic	Limited	
Gloster	Tooling	Supplies	Limited	
The	Cathay	Trade	Company	Limited	
FAB	Build	Supplies	Limited	
Computerprofiles	Limited	
Socialhootz	Ltd	
DPH	Photography	&	Framing	Limited	
Mike	Fawlk	Heating	Services	
Casa	Corporation	(UK)	Ltd	
Kev's	Private	Hire	
SPT	Painting,	Decorating	&	Property	Services	Ltd	
JPM	Transport	Ltd	
MPG	Roofing	Limited	
A	P	Keyse	&	Son	Truck	Services	Limited	
Springbok	Engineering	UK	Ltd	
Jube	Software	Limited	
G	M	Fisher	&	Son	Limited	
Booktech	Limited	
No.30	Limited	
PCD	Accountancy	Limited	
Samus	Consultancy	Limited	
Andy	Russell	Limited	
Thomas	Electrical	Systems	Ltd	
Hale	Technical	Services	Limited	
Gloucester	Damp	Company	Limited	
Stuart	Russell	
M	&	D	Welding	
Pentagon	Property	Developments	LLP	
Colston	Property	Lettings	LLP	
Meadow	Tiling	Services	
Stage	One	Gardening	
E	E	Hardwicke	Garage	
Hardwicke	&	District	Royal	British	Legion	Club	Ltd	
Mike	Fawlk	Boiler	Services	
SWC	Flooring	Flooring	Contractors	
Stuart	Russell	Property	Maintenance		
Tiles	Rruss	Wall	&	Floor	Tiling	Services		
Melanie	Hill	Child	Minder		
Puddleduck	Hall	Children’s	Nursery		
Hardwicke	Playgroup	Playgroup		
H&Q	Chiropractic	Clinic	Chiropractor		
Peter	Headland	Interiors	Bathroom,	Tiling	&	Decorating		

M.	Dowdeswell	Washing	Machines		
Eric	Vick	UK	International	Hauliers		

Mary	Ham	Piano	Lessons		
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Voluntary	bodies/	interest	groups	

Brownies	
Hardwicke	Army	Cadet	Platoon	
British	Legion	
Village	Hall	
Lunch	Club	
The	Hardwicke	Womens	Institute	
Youth	Club	
Navy	Training	Corps	
Village	Agent	
Hardwicke	Scouts	
Hardwicke	Football	Club	
Hardwicke	Cricket	Club	
Hardwicke	Players	
Hardwicke	Rangers	
Hardwicke	Short	Mat	Bowling	
Hardwicke	Toddlers	
Royal	British	Legion	
Sequence	Dancing	
Carers	
Gay-Glos	
Stroud	&	District	Access	Group	(disability		
interests)	
Stroud	Beresford	Group	(Womens	services)	
Gloucestershire	Older	Personʼs	Assembly		
Stroud	District	Youth	Council	
The	Equalities	Advisory	Panel	

Religious	groups	
St	Nicholas	Church	

The	Service	Sector	

Police	
Health	
Education	
British	Waterways,	canal	owners	and		
navigation	authorities	
Campaign	to	Protect	Rural	England	
Cotswold	Canals	Trust	
Cotswolds	Conservation	Board	
Fire	and	Rescue	Service	
Gloucestershire	County	Council,	as	provider	
	of	subsidised	Public	Transport	services	
Gloucestershire	Constabulary	
Gloucestershire	Primary	Care	Trust	
Gloucestershire	Rural	Community	Council	
Local	Newspapers	
Local	Chambers	of	Commerce	
Stagecoach	Stroud	
Wildlife	Trust	
English	Heritage	
Environment	Agency	
Gloucestershire	County	Council	
Gloucester	City	Council	
Government	Office	for	the	South	West	
Highways	Agency	
Network	Rail	
Historic	Buildings	and	Monuments		
Commission	for	England	(English	Heritage)	
Natural	England	
NHS	South	West	
Regional	Planning	Board	
Severn	Trent	Water	
South	Gloucestershire	Council	
Telecommunication	Companies	
Transco	National	Grid	
Wessex	Water	
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Hardwicke Youth Questionnaire 

1. What don’t you like about Hardwicke

No cinema’s close. 
No sports facilities (especially for girls). We need a Leisure 
centre. 
We have Youth Club every two weeks and nothing else. 
Need somewhere for older kids to hang out. (13+). 
Not enough lights around play area when it’s dark. 
Not enough light when we walk the dog around park. 
Only one shop and now the Post Office is now closed. We need 
lots of shops. 
Lack of schools here. Hardwicke School is full. We have to go 
all the way to Seven Vale. 
Football field too boggy for us to play on and we need the Goal 
posts left out. 
The community do not feel safe in Hardwicke. 

2.What do you like about Hardwicke

It’s a nice quiet Village. 
We don’t want any more houses like Hunts Grove here. 



Appendix H1:  
Hardwicke Housing Needs 
Survey questionnaire 
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Appendix I1: Local business 
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Business Survey responses
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Appendix J1: Assistance 
notice used at drop-in events 
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Appendix J2: Storyboards 
used at the drop-in event 
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Appendix J3: Instructions  
for marking the drop-in 
event map 
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Appendix J4: Storyboard 
comments and feedback 
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HNDP	‘DROP	IN’	CONSULTATION	EVENT:	13TH	&	14TH	
MARCH	2015	

STORYBOARD	COMMENTS:	

1:	 THE	NDP	JOURNEY	
“A	lot	of	work	–well	done	everyone	in	preparing	plan”	
“Agree	with	all	aspects	of	the	philosophy	behind	these	policies”	
“It	is	good	to	be	able	to	influence	what	happens	in	Hardwicke	to	protect	the	
reasons	we	moved	here”	
“An	excellent	job.		Lots	of	hard	work	with	an	output	to	be	proud	of”	
“Thank	you	for	looking	after	our	village	and	for	doing	an	excellent	job”	
“It	would	be	good	if	the	people	who	live	locally	could	have	a	say”	
“Thank	you	for	all	the	hard	work	which	has	gone	into	producing	the	HNDP.		
The	aspirations	identified	are	correct.		However,	I	feel	there	is	no	
community	spirit	in	the	village	and	this	is	supported	by	the	fact	that	only	
11%	of	the	community	returned	the	housing	survey.		The	HNDP	is	almost	
the	first	constructive	step	in	helping	Hardwicke	residents	to	become	a	true	
community.		To	do	this	Hardwicke	needs	to	have	a	central	green	area	with	
park	and	leisure	facilities	for	all	age	groups.		I	have	lived	in	Hardwicke	39	
years	and	it	has	taken	this	long	to	try	and	forge	community	spirit”	
“It’s	good	to	know	that	we	have	dedicated	support	in	keeping	our	village	
and	neighbourhood	with	our	fabulous	countryside	with	a	community	
spirit.		Thank	you	for	all	your	support	and	hard	work”	
“The	NDP	is	a	very	important	step	towards	keeping	Hardwicke	rural	and	
keeping	development	to	the	strategic	areas”	
“Thanks	for	all	the	hard	work	and	ensuring	people	in	the	area	get	a	say”	
“The	plan	is	a	good	one.		Thank	you	for	your	hard	work	and	for	making	it	
clear	how	development	would	affect	Hardwicke”	
“Very	informative	event	–	hope	views	are	taken	into	account	by	
Planners/Parish/District	Councils.		Thank	you	for	all	your	hard	work”	
“Hardwicke	is	in	danger	of	becoming	an	extension	of	the	urban	sprawl	of	
Gloucester.		There	is	no	need	for	further	housing	‘in’	Hardwicke	–	that	is	
being	taken	care	of	in	Hunts	Grove.		What	is	required	is	the	development	
for	recreational	purposes	of	the	green	areas	of	Hardwicke	–	a	public	park,	
tennis	courts	–	indoor	as	well	as	a	running	track.		All	of	these	would	benefit	
the	present	population,	especially	the	youth	of	the	area.		This	would	be	a	
‘sine	qua	non’	in	France	–	here	it	is	all	about	money,	and	the	use	of	
Hardwicke	as	a	Stroud	dumping	ground	for	housing	problems.		Rebuild	in	
URBAN	AREAS	not	green-field,	and	look	after	the	people	who	live	here”	

2:	 THE	COMMUNITY	
“Hardwicke	has	a	rural	community	feeling,	whilst	still	being	close	to	
Gloucester/Bristol,	which	is	why	we	chose	to	live	here”	



“Hardwicke	needs	to	retain	fields	to	feel	rural	and	so	I	can	take	my	children	
for	walks,	especially	along	the	Glevum	Way	towards	church.		As	a	
congregation	we	sometimes	use	this	path	for	children’s	workshops.		The	
local	school	often	walk	to	church	through	the	fields	as	it’s	safer	than	the	
lane.		I	agree	with	the	plan”	
“Development	must	take	place	but	at	a	pace	to	meet	the	needs	of	the	
community	with	safeguards	in	place”	
“Whilst	development	must	take	place	over	time,	it	is	essential	to	protect	
and	maintain	the	rural	feel	of	the	community”	
“Feel	re-assured	by	the	plan	if	the	themes	are	realised”	
“Agree	with	this	viewpoint”	
“Agree	with	the	themes.		We	need	to	stop	Hardwicke	turning	into	an	urban	
nightmare	–	we	didn’t	move	here	for	that!”	
“I	totally	agree	with	the	above!”	
“And	so	do	I	agree	–	we	moved	from	Green	Farm	to	a	more	rural	setting	–	
once	it’s	gone,	it’s	gone!”	
“Agree	–	we	need	to	ensure	that	what	there	is	of	the	‘rural’	about	
Hardwicke	is	protected”	
“Thank	you	for	putting	this	plan	into	action	–	we	all	stand	together	to	
protect	the	take-over	of	our	village!”	
“Well	done!		First-class	job.		Let’s	keep	Hardwicke	from	being	Gloucester’s	
‘overspill’	and	dumping	ground”	
“Housing	may	be	needed,	but	not	in	such	a	brutal	way.		Leave	more	rural	
space”	
“Laudable	themes	identified,		but	is	the	small	‘New	Dawn’	development	a	
foretaste	of	what	will	happen	to	the	villag?		With	the	sell-off	of	Lloyd	Baker	
land	will	Hardwicke	become	a	developer’s	paradise?”	
“We	need	to	keep	our	history	going	in	Hardwicke”	

3:	 OUR	VISION	
“Understand	that	there	is	a	need	for	housing	to	be	built	but	also	not	having	
over-developed	areas	with	houses	being	squeezed	on”	
“I	agree	with	the	plan,	there	may	be	a	need	for	future	houses	but	we	need	to	
protect	our	landscape	for	future	generations”	
“Agree”	
“We	agree”	
“This	is	essential,	for	a	‘village’	feel”	
“Spot	on!”	
“Agree	with	the	Vision”	
“Agree	with	this	vision.	Will	the	residents	at	Hunts	Grove	be	helped	to	feel	
part	of	Hardwicke?”	
“The	feel	of	a	local	rural	feel	will	be	lost”	
“Over	the	years	that	I	have	lived	in	Hardwicke	I	have	seen	its	rural	
character	diminished.		We	are	now	at	the	last	chance	saloon	to	preserve	
what	is	left	of	it.		This	will	be	a	mammoth	task	given	that	Lloyd	Baker	is	
reported	to	have	bypassed	the	local	elected	authorities	and	gone	straight	
to	Eric	Pickles,	Communities	Secretary	of	State	with	his	plans	for	future	
development.		So	much	for	localism	and	democracy.		Thank	you	very	much	
for	all	your	valiant	efforts.”	



4:	 OUR	STRATEGY	
“Hardwicke	needs	to	retain	the	‘village’	feel	that	it	has	or	it	will	lose	the	
character	which	first	attracted	us	to	move	to	this	area”	
“I	agree	with	the	plan.	I	moved	to	Hardwicke	because	it	was	semi-rural.		I	
agree	with	the	settlement	boundary	stopping	at	Green	Lane”	
“Excellent	strategy”	
“We	agree	with	the	all	the	above”	
“Ditto”	
“Good	strategy	–	agree	with	the	plan”	
“Agree	with	the	vision.		Maybe	the	conditions	and	promotion	of	the	
footpaths	needs	to	be	enhanced?”	
“Selective	building	would	allow	us	all	to	carry	on	enjoying	the	countryside”	
“Agree	with	the	vision	and	strategy	–	building	should	match	local	need	
only”	
“Further	development	within	the	parish	boundary	is	inevitable	so	I	suggest	
that	this	should	begin	just	along	the	southern	boundary	of	the	parish	
stretching	East	and	West	from	Hardwicke	Court.	This	would	mainly	affect	
one	privileged	family	and	not	hundreds	of	others	if	development	grows	
from	the	North.	This	would	also	help	to	maintain	a	large	semi-rural	core	to	
village	for	some	time	to	come”	
“Agree	with	the	plan	and	stategy.		The	rural	character	of	Hardwicke	is	an	
important	feature”	
“Agree.		The	rural	character	of	Hardwicke	is	why	many	people	chose	to	live	
here”	
“Agree	entirely	with	Conservation	and	Enhancement	of	the	Hardwicke	
landscape	and	built	character	to	maintain	rural	identify	and	character!”	
“Agree	but	development	should	be	limited	to	the	new	settlement	boundary	
and	this	should	be	absolute	and	not	open	to	change	in	the	future”	

5:	 MAINTAIN	THE	COMMUNITY	
“I	agree	with	the	plan.		We	need	more	walks	especially	circular	routes.		It	
would	be	fantastic	if	the	canal	path	South	of	the	pilot	could	be	improved	–	it	
gets	very	muddy.		If	a	footbridge	over	the	canal	at	Bridge	House	could	be	
reinstated	it	would	make	a	good	circular	walk.		I	would	love	to	see	a	nature	
reserve/pond/arboretum	created	on	the	fields	South	of	Green	Lane	for	
community	recreation	or	kept	in	trust	as	designated	green	spaces”	
“Great	idea!”	
“We	support	the	plan”	
“I	support	the	plan”	
“Good	policy	directions”	
“New	school	must	have	a	large	car	park	for	picking	up	children	as	our	
current	school	is	chaos!”	
“Just	moving	to	the	community	from	a	modern	estate.		Main	feeling	of	a	
rural	community	drew	us	to	Hardwicke”	
“Essential	to	keep	Hardwicke	rural	and	preserve	the	community	spirit	
here”	
“It	is	essential	to	preserve	a	village	feel	through	community	spirit”	



“Agree	with	the	‘small’	green	spaces	within	the	already	settled	areas	of	
Hardwicke	[1970’s]	are	valuable	and	need	to	be	protected”	
“This	is	a	great	vision	for	the	future”	
“Agree	with	the	development	of	circular	walks	[well	sign-posted]	around	
the	village;	especially	as	the	lanes	are	getting	too	busy	to	walk	along	safely”	
“All	of	the	ideas	on	these	boards	are	really	good	but	there	is	a	gap.		Very	
little	provision	has	been	made	for	the	elderly	or	disabled	particularly	for	
those	whose	mobility	is	impaired.		There	are	no	activities	at	the	village	hall	
to	cater	for	an	ageing	population.		I	suggest	that	some	activities	geared	to	
the	over	60’s	are	given	urgent,	serious	consideration”	
“Hardwicke’s	existing	areas	need	to	be	enhanced	to	cater	for	all	ages	
[including	older	teenagers]	as	well	as	having	facilities	at	Hunts	Grove”	
“I	agree	–	I	was	born	in	1954	in	Hardwicke	and	have	seen	many	changes.	
Village	life,	maintaining	the	community	is	so	important	for	our	future	
children	to	experience”	
“Fields	and	green	spaces	must	be	kept	for	a	rural	feel.		Hardwicke	will	lose	
its	individual	feel”	
“It	would	be	good	to	see	activities	for	the	over	60’s	as	well,	so	that	all	
members	of	the	community	can	participate	in	village	life”	
“For	added	health	and	well-being	it	would	be	an	excellent	idea	to	enhance	
the	existing	footpaths	and	ensure	residents	know	they	are	there	and	use	
them.		Enhance	the	access	to	the	canal	from	the	East/mid-Hardwicke,	
create	a	circular	route	from	centre	of	Hardwicke	to	the	church	and	back”	

6:	 SERVICES	AND	FACILITIES	
“Too	much	emphasis	and	reliance	on	facilities	at	Hunts	Grove.			Hunts	
Grove	doesn’t	feel	part	of	Hardwicke	because	its	location	is	on	the	margin	
of	the	parish.		It	is	also	separate	from	the	main	village	because	of	industrial	
buildings	at	Waterwells	and	the	A38	divide”	
“I	would	particularly	like	to	see	a	doctor’s	surgery	at	Hunts	Grove.		I	agree	
with	the	plan”	
“The	services	at	Hunts	Grove	are	vital	to	support	the	community”	
“We	need	more	health	service	and	educational	facilities”	
“I	would	like	to	see	the	Sellars	Bridge	interacted	with	the	Pilot	Pub.		Visitor	
mooring	below	pub”	
“Possibility	of	a	water	bus	in	to	Gloucester	during	weekends	in	the	
summer”	
“Good	idea!”	
“Really	good	idea	about	the	water	bus	–	I	like	it!”	
“Need	to	turn	the	canal	into	a	tourist	attraction”	
“Churchyard	at	the	church	is	getting	full	–	you	need	to	retain	additional	
open	space	near	the	church	to	cater	for	burials	in	the	future”	
“Not	sure	what	the	comment	‘water	bus’	refers	to,	but	if	it	is	‘public’	
transport	to	Gloucester	using	the	canal,	then	that’s	good”	
“I	would	use	a	water	bus	for	sure,	direct	to	the	docks,	fantastic”	
“Integration	is	the	key	so	that	we	do	not	become	separate	entities”	
“Agree	the	play	areas	are	much	used	and	enjoyed.		Not	sure	there	is	
sufficient	for	the	older	teenager.		A	climbing/swinging	area	for	them	would	
mean	they	didn’t	need	to	use	the	existing	ones	for	younger	children”	



“Sounds	a	fabulous	idea	of	water	bus	into	Gloucester	docks.		Canal	is	part	of	
our	life	–	let’s	use	it	and	enjoy”	
“Investing	in	services	at	Hunts	Grove	is	good	but	you	would	need	to	ensure	
easy	access	from	the	older	parts	of	Hardwicke,	especially	for	people	who	
have	mobility	problems”	

7:	 ENVIRONMENT	
“I	would	like	to	see	Hardwicke	have	a	nature	reserve	so	that	school,	cubs,	
brownies,	playgroup	etc	had	an	area	the	children	could	go	and	get	involved	
in	nature.		I	agree	with	the	plan”	
“Agree	with	this	policy”	
“Since	moving	to	Hardwicke	I	never	tire	of	seeing	the	abundance	of	wildlife	
on	my	doorstep.		Surely	this	should	be	protected”	
“Sadly	vista	will	be	blighted	by	the	incinerator	plus	quality	of	air”	
“I	am	concerned	about	land	being	absorbed	in	my	area,	plus	wildlife	will	
suffer,	also	walking	areas”	
“A	natural	area	on	the	village	side	of	the	canal	is	essential,	especially	the	
area	between	Sticky	Lane	and	the	canal	[including	Church	Lane]”	
“Wildlife	needs	open	space	too!”	
“I	would	like	to	see	more	renewable	tech	included	in	new	houses	over	and	
above	Part	C	&	P.		Why	is	‘district’	[community]	heating	not	looked	at	on	
new	builds?”	
“This	aspect	needs	to	be	more	specific.		For	example	where	are	the	sites	for	
protected	birds	and	animals?		How	many	ancient	buildings	are	there	in	the	
village?		Where	are	they	located?		Green	energy	is	mentioned	but	there	is	
no	commitment	to	it.		The	qualification	of	not	impacting	on	rural	landscape	
etc	seems	to	rule	out	any	consideration	of	the	development	of	green	energy	
facilities.		No	mention	is	made	of	maintaining	the	air	quality.		This	will	be	a	
major	consideration	given	that	an	outdated	polluting	incinerator	will	be	
built	on	our	parish	boundary.		This	facility	will	emit	toxic	nanoparticles	
which	are	extremely	hazardous	to	human	health.		In	addition	HGV	traffic	
serving	this	facility	will	be	using	the	roads	in	Hardwicke	emitting	
carcinogenic	pollutants	which	are	hazardous	to	human	health.		We	cannot	
ignore	the	incinerator	just	because	it	is	in	Haresfield.		This	facility	will	have	
a	massive	impact	on	Hardwicke,	and	we	ignore	it	at	our	peril”	
“Is	there	a	danger	that	if	commitment	to	green	energy	is	over-qualified	it	
will	be	negated,	ie	there	will	be	no	tangible	progress”	
“The	incinerator	will	be	an	eyesore	and	affect	the	wonderful	views	we	are	
working	hard	to	protect.		The	preservation	of	the	green	spaces	is	vital	to	
wildlife	and	to	keeping	the	rural	feel	of	Hardwicke”	
“Protect	the	natural	environment	and	ensure	the	wildlife”	
“Strongly	agree	open	spaces,	wildlife	corridors	and	views	are	important	to	
the	well-being	on	all”	
“Absolutely	agree,		environment	needs	to	be	protected”	

8:	 BIODIVERSITY	
“I	agree	with	the	plan,	we	need	to	protect	these	areas	and	create	more	
nature	reserve	or	arboretum?”	
“We	need	to	identify	and	protect	these	areas”	



“Agree	with	policy”	
“Areas	definitely	need	protecting	–	more	rather	than	less!!”	
“We	need	to	protect	our	walks	and	countryside,	we	do	not	need	further	
development	past	Sellars	Bridge	and	Green	Lane”	
“Agree”	
“The	pond	is	potentially	dangerous	for	children	and	needs	fencing	off	to	
protect	from	accidents”	
“Agree	but	let’s	not	fence	off	the	pond	so	much	that	children	are	not	able	to	
enjoy	it”	
“Agree	–	Very	important	for	our	future	children	to	learn	from	and	enjoy”	
“Totally	agree	with	the	aims	for	biodiversity.	
“Agree.		Open	spaces	are	key	to	healthy	living”	
“Agree:	The	pond	should	be	developed	to	become	more	of	an	educational	
resource	–	interpretive	information	etc”	
“Don’t	want	to	lose	the	existing	footpaths.		It’s	the	only	safe	place	to	walk	
the	dogs.		Church	Lane	is	horrendous	and	dangerous	to	foot	passengers”	

9:	 BIODIVERSITY	
“I	agree	with	the	plan”	
“We	agree	with	the	plan”	
“Most	important	to	preserve	local	wildlife”	
“Roe	deer	and	Muntjac	at	Monkshill	Wood”	
“Little	Egrets	at	Madam’s	End	Farm”	
“It	is	important	to	preserve	the	wildlife	in	the	area	for	future	generations”	
“In	the	fields	adjacent	to	Green	Lane	[opposite	the	Plantations]	there	are	
also	woodpeckers,	pheasants,	partridges,	rabbits,	owls	of	various	types,	
foxes,	badgers	and	a	plethora	of	butterflies.		So	many	wild	flowers	that	
cannot	be	listed”	
“Thought	protected	species	had	been	identified	on	the	Sellars	Bridge	
development	but	still	went	ahead!!”	
“Can	we	please	keep	the	small	amount	of	countryside	and	wildlife	we	have	
left	around	Hardwicke	–	no	more	development	around	Green	Lane	and	
Church	Lane”	
“Agree	with	the	plan.		Can	we	do	more	for	the	village	pond?”	
“Let’s	look	after	what	we	have	left!!!	Or	it	will	ALL	GO	FOR	EVER”	
“Agree”	
“Agree.		It’s	important	to	keep	our	rare	and	protected	species	for	our	future	
families	to	enjoy	the	importance	of	nature”	
“Agree.		The	semi-rural	aspect	of	Hardwicke	allows	access	to	wildlife	that	
would	otherwise	not	be	seen.		Once	it	is	built	on,	it’s	gone	for	ever”	
“We	have	also	witnessed	a	collection	of	buzzards	in	the	area	of	Church	
Lane,	feeding	off	the	wildlife	in	the	area.		This	is	an	important	aspect	of	the	
wonderful	nature	in	the	area	of	Church	Lane/Pound	Lane	and	the	Green	
Space	and	agricultural	land	that	is	so	pleasing	to	see	and	important	for	
rural	community”	
“We	regularly	have	Barn	Owls	and	Woodpeckers	in	the	area	of	Church	Lane	
and	Pound	Lane.		The	many	songbirds	in	the	rural	hedgerows	are	very	
important	to	country	life”	



10:	 FLOODING	
“Flooding	has	been	an	issue	in	Hardwicke	in	recent	years.		I	agree	with	the	
plan”	
“Anything	that	prevents	flooding	is	worthwhile”	
“It	is	essential	to	reduce	flood	risk	locally	and	to	ensure	future	
development	does	not	increase	such	risk”	
“Agree	with	this	policy	-	especially	the	need	for	ongoing	maintenance”	
“If	ditches	were	cleared	more	regularly	there	would	be	less	flood	risk”	
“There	is	much	to	be	learnt	from	the	shame	of	house	building	in	Tuffley	-	
Bodiam	Avenue	where	inadequate	drainage	provision	for	the	Kingsway	
Estate	caused	local	flooding	in	2007	[Bodiam].		How	can	planners	really	
replace	natural	soil	drainage	with	tiled	roofs	and	tarmac	effectively.		The	
Planners	and	Housebuilders	said	they	had	done	their	calculations	correctly	
– tell	the	residents	of	Bodiam	Avenue	who	got	flooded!”
“Thought	Sellars	Bridge	was	a	floodplain	area	–	why	is	this	not	recognised?
Are	we	truly	recognising	this	threat?”
“Even	if	the	commercial	concerns	of	builders	over-ride	the	concerns	about
drainage	–	then	at	a	minimum,	maintenance	should	form	part	of	the
agreement	to	build”
“Make	the	builders	responsible	for	flooding	they	cause”
“Agree	more	development	using	the	land	for	drainage	will	add	to	more
flooding	risk,	this	must	be	a	priority	if	development	takes	place.		[Downton
behind	Pound	Lane	is	a	direct	result]”
“Houses	at	end	of	Pound	Lane	are	suffering	from	flooding	in	their	gardens
of	1	–	2	inches	deep	as	a	result	of	the	commercial	storage	park	being	built
behind	them”
“Agree	that	there	should	be	accountability	with	regard	to	ensuring	flood
defences	are	in	place	and	maintained”
“We	have	lived	in	Hardwicke	for	20	years	and	we	have,	in	the	last	few
years,	suffered	from	flooding.		Any	building	in	the	fields	near	Green	Lane
will	only	make	this	worse.		The	fields	are	often	water-logged”
“There	needs	to	be	accountability	and	responsibility	for	the	finance	and
upkeep	of	any	flood	defence	and	land	drainage	systems	for	the	present	and
not	just	for	future	development.		Any	individual	business,	organisation	or
authority	must	be	made	aware	of	their	responsibility	and	held	accountable
if	they	fail	to	comply	with	them”
“Any	risk	of	flooding	needs	to	be	taken	seriously	and	over-development
can	increase	this	risk	substantially.		This	would	lead	to	financial	increase	in
the	cost	of	insurances,	etc.		It	would	also	affect	the	value	of	homes.		Any
development	must	factor	this	in	and	developers	should	be	made	to	include
the	reduction	of	flood	risk	in	their	plans”
“Strongly	agree	with	policy	direction”

11:	 LOCAL	HOUSING	
“I	feel	with	Hunts	Grove	having	been	designated	housing	land,	we	do	not	
need	any	more	housing	this	side	of	the	A38.		I	agree	with	the	plan”	



“We	think	Hunts	Grove	is	the	answer	with	the	proposed	services	that	are	
going	there.		We	must	retain	as	much	green	land	as	possible”	
“Concerned	with	change	of	original	plans	passed	by	SDC	Planning	to	bring	
Hunts	Grove	Southbound	traffic	along	Bath	Road	to	Cross	Keys	roundabout.		
The	majority	of	traffic	goes	South	to	Junction	12	to	go	North”	
“We	support	the	plan	and	the	sites	for	future	development	that	are	
identified	within	it”	
“Good	plan”	
“Can	we	ensure	area	designated	as	open	space	stays	that	way”	
“No	more	housing	is	needed	here,	with	Hunts	Grove	and	Kingsway	being	so	
close.		Very	good	plan”	
“No	more	housing	in	the	rural	village	part	of	Hardwicke,	when	there	is	
adequate	land	available	elsewhere	in	the	parish.		Once	you	lose	it	–	you	
won’t	get	it	back”	
“Keep	as	much	open	space	as	we	can,	then	we	can	still	call	ourselves	a	rural	
village!”	
“The	survey	did	not	allow	me	to	comment	on	affordable	housing	because	of	
the	way	it	was	worded.		I	think	it	is	important	to	have	a	mix	of	affordable	
accommodation	amongst	all	dwelling	areas	or	you	run	the	risk	of	a	‘them’	
and	‘us’	culture”	
“Hunts	Grove	appears	to	be	the	dumping	ground	for	all	new	development	
in	Hardwicke.		This	is	not	feasible	given	that	there	is	an	area	of	flood	plain	
where	it	would	not	be	a	good	idea	to	build	homes.			We	have	lived	in	
Hardwicke	for	39	years	and	now	wish	to	downsize	from	a	four	bedroomed	
family	houses	and	stay	within	the	area.		The	problem	is	there	are	no	
suitable	homes	being	built	to	provide	for	a	growing	elderly	population.		
There	is	no	mention	that	the	housing	needs	of	the	elderly	and	disabled	
have	been	considered	in	this	plan.		If	more	one-storey	homes	were	built	
this	would	release	established	family	homes	for	younger	families.		The	
increase	in	population	aged	60	and	over	6.38%	needs	to	be	catered	for.		
The	number	of	households	with	2	or	more	cars	reflects	the	problem	of	
adult	children	still	living	in	parents’	house	because	they	cannot	afford	to	
buy	a	house	of	their	own.		More	affordable	housing	is	needed	to	help	first	
time	buyers.		There	is	a	need	to	create	a	green	heart	to	give	the	feel	of	a	
separate	village	community.		In	reality	Hardwicke	lost	much	of	its	identity	
as	a	village	many	years	ago.		Over	the	years	we	have	lived	here	we	have	
seen	unbridled	development	of	housing	and	industrial	buildings.		The	
reality	is	more	houses	will	be	built	in	fields	around	the	church.		The	object	
should	be	to	minimise	this	and	have	homes	of	quality	rather	than	quantity.		
An	area	of	quality	housing	will	ensure	that	any	village	feel	will	be	secured	
for	the	future.		There	appears	to	have	been	no	mention	of	standard	of	
housing	to	be	permitted”	
“Concerned	that	this	‘contingency’	land	is	adjacent	to	land	at	risk	of	flood.		
Also	this	contingency	land	shown	on	the	map	is	tiny	and	right	next	to	the	
noisy	motorway	and	its	access	near	J12”	

12:	 LOCAL	HOUSING	
“I	agree	with	the	plan”	



“We	need	affordable	housing	for	1st	time	buyers	and	less	5	bedroom	
homes”	
“Any	further	development	should	reflect	locally	identified	needs”	
“Agree	with	this	policy”	
“I	agree”	
“More	sustainability	needs	to	be	incorporated	into	the	building	taking	
pace,	eg	Community	Heating”	
“Definitely	more	housing	for	the	elderly.			This	will	free	up	housing	for	
families”	
“I	agree	with	the	plans	for	no	more	houses	outside	of	Hunts	Grove”	
“Agree	with	this,	but	there	is	also	a	need	to	ensure	affordable	housing	or	no	
young	people	means	no	local	workers	as	they	can’t	afford	to	live	in	the	
area”	
“Agree	with	the	plan.		If	another	large	scale	development	were	to	be	
approved	by	SDC	in	Hardwicke,	it	would	suggest	that	DCS	were	trying	to	
dump	their	housing	need	in	Hardwicke,	why	should	it	have	to	bear	the	
housing	burden?”	
“Protect	our	green	spaces	and	agricultural	land	from	further	development”	
“As	down-sizing/retirement	housing	has	been	identified	as	a	bigger	issue	
than	affordable	housing,	how	can	this	be	incorporated	into	the	proposals.		
With	an	ageing	population	and	a	need	for	a	good	demographic	balance	this	
issue	needs	more	consideration”	
“I	agree	that	there	should	be	no	further	major	development	after	Hunts	
Grove.		Any	future	developments	should	be	small	in	scale	and	have	homes	
of	high	quality.		Consideration	could	be	given	to	creating	a	retirement	
home	area.		No	consideration	seems	to	have	been	given	to	small	
developments	on	the	boundary	with	Longney,	Epney”	
“The	ageing	population	should	be	catered	for,	especially	single	storey	
dwellings.		Perhaps	these	could	be	included	in	the	Hunts	Grove	
development?		However,	there	should	be	no	more	major	developments	in	
Hardwicke	because	it	would	take	away	from	the	rural	feel	of	the	
community”	

13:	 COMMUNICATION	AND	TRANSPORT	
“Living	by	the	school,	parking	is	a	real	issue.		Also	speeding	along	the	lanes,	
especially	dangerous	is	the	bend	by	Puddleducks.		I	have	had	several	close	
shaves	walking	my	daughter	along	that	lane.		I	would	like	to	see	more	safe	
cycle	paths	and	recreational	footpaths.		I	agree	with	the	plan”	
“Lack	of	some	footpaths	along	Church	Lane	and	Sellars	Road	can	be	quite	
dangerous	when	walking	along	them,	especially	with	the	increase	in	traffic	
from	Sellars	Farm”	
“There	is	a	definite	need	for	more	off-road	parking”	
“Traffic	is	the	problem.		Roundabout	top	of	Green	Lane.		Speed	Limit	
20mph:	Church	Lane,	Pound	Lane,	Green	Lane.		Schools	parking	Green	Lane	
at	3pm.		Doctors	–	overcrowded.		Roads	not	built	for	volume	of	traffic.		
Footpath	from	football	to	village	hall”	
“Traffic	movement	and	parking	are	serious	problems	and	require	a	
planned	strategy”	
“The	traffic	and	parking	problems	are	such	a	major	concern”	



“The	narrower	section	of	Green	Lane	between	the	pond	and	the	Plantation	
is	a	real	concern	–	there	is	no	escape	from	oncoming	traffic”	
“Get	some	sleeping	policemen	installed	on	the	Green	Lane	‘rat-run’!		
Witnessed	MANY	horrendous	examples	of	speeding,	swerving	and	ditch-
carving	–	won’t	be	too	long	before	someone	suffers	a	serious	mishap”	
“I	really	feel	that	speeding	cars	using	the	lanes	as	a	rat-run	is	a	major	
problem.		I	have	been	run	off	resulting	in	a	punctured	tyre	and	really	have	
to	brace	myself	before	driving	down	Green	Lane!”	
“Support	the	above	comment	about	Green	Lane	-	traffic	during	the	day	and	
early	evening	is	a	nightmare”	
“Traffic	calming	and	speed	restrictions	are	important	–	20mph?”	
“Green	Lane	needs	traffic	calming	in	the	area	of	the	Plantations	or	even	
blocking	off	to	Sellars	Road!”	
“Definitely	need	traffic	calming	in	Green	Lane	–	getting	very	dangerous	as	
traffic	volumes	increasing	with	Sellars	Bridge	development”	
“We	live	in	Elmgrove	Estate	and	school	parents	use	our	resident	parking	so	
we’re	unable	to	move	around	school	times.		Although	reported	to	the	
school	and	council	nothing	has	changed”	
“The	number	of	cars	per	household,	and	the	way	they	park	is	an	issue.		
Future	developments	should	consider	this.	With	regards	the	
Pound/Church/Green	Lanes,	although	there	are	concerns	with	speeding,	
these	are	essential	traffic	routes.		Closing	these	off	to	through	traffic	will	
only	increase	problems	elsewhere”	
“Agree	–	plus	more	parking	spaced	needed	at	end	of	Elmgrove	Road	East”	
“Have	noticed	an	increase	of	heavy	lorries	along	the	B4008	in	recent	
months	–	ie	using	this	road	instead	of	the	bypass.		Since	the	opening	of	the	
One	Stop	Shop	there	have	been	problems	with	parking	and	traffic	along	
Elmgrove	Road	East,	particularly	when	deliveries	are	being	made.			
Cars/vans/lorries	are	starting	to	park	in	the	Bus	Stop	layby	to	‘pop	to	the	
shop’	and	this	is	having	an	impact	on	buses	stopping	at	the	bus	stop.		A	
couple	of	days	ago	children	were	getting	off	their	buses	into	the	road,	
because	vans	had	parked	in	the	layby	to	visit	the	shop.		We	have	noticed	an	
increase	in	traffic	along	the	lanes	in	Hardwicke	making	walking	along	them	
no	longer	a	pleasure.		Cycle/footpath	routes	along	the	canal	need	
improving	to	encourage	more	people	to	use	them”	
“Agree	with	this.		I	live	near	Hardwicke	school	and	am	very	concerned	that	
funding	may	be	withdrawn	for	the	lollipop	lady	–	she	is	very	much	a	
necessary	feature	and	does	a	great	job”	
“Parking	along	Green	Lane	should	be	stopped.		There	are	several	areas	that	
nearly	always	have	cars	parked	on	the	lane.		I	don’t	favour	speed	
bumps/restrictions	as	these	can	cause	damage	to	cars”	
“On	occasions	there	are	cars	parked	on	verges	and	the	path	when	the	
village	hall	car	park	is	full”	
“The	amount	of	traffic	using	Green,	Church	and	Pound	Lanes	has	increased	
enormously	since	the	building	of	the	Sellars	Farm	development.		However,	
the	width	of	the	lanes	cannot	cope	with	this	much	traffic	as	some	parts	are	
single	track.		It	is	a	nightmare	now…….”	
“More	rat-runs/traffic	pressure	will	occur	if	the	Highways	Dept	continues	
to	ignore	the	problems	and	more	housing	development	occurs.		Traffic	to	



and	from	the	proposed	incinerator	will	overspill/impact	the	village	too.		
PS:	pedestrian	crossings	on	Bristol	Road	are	needed	at	the	One	Stop	Shop	
already”	
“The	3	lanes	Church,	Pound	and	Green	Lane	were	not	built	to	cope	with	the	
amount	of	traffic	that	uses	these	lanes.		They	are	becoming	dangerous	
especially	where	they	narrow	to	allow	only	1	car	through.		Traffic	calming	
would	be	good	but	speed	bumps	can	damage	cars,	so	any	traffic	control	
should	take	this	into	consideration.		Any	development	should	avoid	using	
these	lanes	as	possible	traffic	routes.		Therefore,	the	amount	of	
development	that	is	planned	to	date	should	be	the	last	and	contained	to	
those	proposed	by	the	HNDP”	
Consider	promotion	of	pedestrian	lanes	at	strategic	locations	for	getting	
children	to	Hardwicke	school	–	several	schools	in	Gloucestershire	have	
used	this,	eg	Benhall	[don’t	know	if	they	still	do]”	
“The	impact	of	previous	developments	recently	in	Hardwicke	has	been	
seriously	mis-calculated	and	the	people	who	made	the	decisions	to	allow	
these	developments	should	now	be	made	fully	accountable	for	their	
actions/decisions.		Irrespective	of	any	future	issues	regarding	any	
development	those	persons	responsible	should	be	pursued	for	an	act	of	
gross	negligence!!		Parish	Council	100%	got	it	right	–	well	done	guys	and	
thanks!!”	

14:	 EMPLOYMENT	
“I	am	concerned	about	the	creeping	of	the	industrial	units	expanding	in	
Hardwicke,	especially	when	viewed	from	Painswick	Beacon	and	Littledean	
Hill	-		all	you	see	is	huge	white	industrial	units.		I	would	like	to	see	our	
fields	protected.		I	agree	with	the	plan”	
“The	main	road	leaving	Hardwicke	going	towards	Gloucester	is	already	
very	congested	with	traffic	queueing	from	the	Cole	Avenue	lights	all	the	
way	to	Tesco	in	Quedgeley	and	this	is	without	any	accidents	which	occur	on	
the	M5	which	then	pushes	traffic	through	the	A38	or	B4008”	
“Plan	is	good”	
“Agree	with	this	policy”	
“Agree	with	this”	
“The	traffic	has	increased	tree-fold	since	the	new	houses	by	the	Pilot”	
“Agree	with	this,	apart	from	the	apparent	exclusion	of	the	Glosvain	project	
which	I	think	is	an	important	development	to	deal	with	growing	mountains	
of	waste	and	provide	local	supplies	of	electricity”	
“You’ve	got	it	right!!		We	really	appreciate	what	you	are	all	doing!!”	



Appendix J5: List of 
important open spaces 
identified at the drop-in 
event



Annex	J5	to	the	Hardwicke	Consultation	Statement	

LOG	OF	IMPORTANT	OPEN	SPACES	IN	HARDWICKE	
Log	
Entry	
No.	

Name,	
Initials	or	
Postcode	

Where/what	is	this	
space?	

Why	is	it	important?	

1	 GL2	4QQ	 Behind	Tudor	Cottage	 Dog	walking	area	
2	 GL2	4SZ	 Playing	fields	 Leisure,	recreation	
3	 GL2	4SZ	 Glevum	Way	 Lovely	walk	through	fields	to	church	
4	 GL2	4PY	 Playing	field	 Playing	fields	for	children	
5	 GL2	4SZ	 Fields	 Fields	for	nature	walks	with	children	
6	 GL2	4SZ	 Pond	 Children	like	to	come	and	see	the	

ducks	and	wildlife	–	also	the	Green	
7	 GL2	4PY	 Public	footpaths	

between	Sticky	Way	
and	Church	Lane	

Lovely	areas	to	walk	exploring	with	
children	looking	for	nature.	

8	 GL2	4BG	 The	Green	 Lovely	view	and	valuable	open	space	
9	 GL2	4BG	 Fields	 Lovely	views	to	distant	hills,	giving	a	

feeling	of	open	space	and	peaceful	
setting	

10	 GL2	4RP	 Fields	 Fantastic	views	of	hills	and	excellent	
walking	areas	too	

11	 GL2	4QQ	 Open	space	 Great	for	walking	dogs	
12	 GL2	4QQ	 Open	space	 Great	for	walking	dogs	
13	 GL2	4QQ	 Open	space	 Great	for	walking	dogs	
14	 GL2	4RP	 Edge	of	Church	Lane	–	

open	fields	
Provides	an	important	border	between	
built-up	area	of	Hardwicke	and	rural	
countryside	that	is	an	important	part	
of	Hardwicke’s	heritage	and	future	
leisure	activities.	

15	 GL2	4RD	 Open	fields	south	of	
Green	Lane	and	Canal	
side	

Dog	walking.	Open	space	close	to	
urban	centre.	No	car	movements	to	
reach	it.	

16	 GL2	4RD	 Open	fields	south	of	
Green	Lane	

Provides	view	–	footpath	across	this	
field	–	dog	walks	

17	 GL2	4RD	 Fields	from	Green	Lane	 Dog	walking.		Access	to	church	
18	 GL2	4RD	 Sticky	Lane	to	Church	 Dog	walking.	Walking	to	church	
19	 GL2	4RD	 Land	from	Sticky	

Lane/Green	Lane	to	
Church	

As	above	in	16,	17	and	18.	The	rural	
aspect	of	Hardwicke	is	why	we	moved	
here/lived	here	for	30	years.	

20	 Blank	
21	 GL2	4RP	 Footpath	and	fields	

S.E.	of	Church	Lane	
Important	amenity	and	open	field	
space	

22	 GL2	4RB	 Fields	and	open	space	 The	rural	aspect	of	Hardwicke	is	why	



for	leisure	 we	have	bought	a	house	here,	we	will	
support	our	community	

23	 GL2	4RP	 Footpath	across	open	
fields	to	church	

Important	amenity	and	open	field	
space	

24	 GL2	4RP	 Canal	towpath	towards	
Frampton	

Towpath	and	green	space	edging	on	to	
it	

25	 GL2	4RP	 Canal	towpath	towards	
Gloucester	

As	above	

26	 GL2	4RP	 Fields	 Nature	walks	
27	 GL2	4SP	 Fields	 Preserve	land	alongside	Sellars	Bridge	

development	–	otherwise	we	will	be	
swallowed	up!	

28	 Blank	
29	 GL2	4RA	 East	of	4008	behind	

Old	Police	Station	
Area	of	wild	life.		Buzzards,	
woodpeckers	–	green	are	common,	
slow	worms,	red-wings,	field-fares,	all	
small	birds.		Also	lovely	trees	

30	 GL2	4RA	 The	current	sports	field	 This	is	an	area	important	to	the	youth	
of	our	community	and	is	in	regular	use.		
It	should	not	be	used	for	housing	

31	 GL2	4RA	 This	area	is	to	the	
South	of	the	current	
football	field	

This	should	be	an	extension	of	
recreational	facilities	–	there	is	no	park	
in	Hardwicke	–	it	should	not	be	about	
money	in	developers’	pockets	

32	 GL2	4RA	 This	is	a	proposed	
extension	to	Mayo’s	
field	

There	is	difficulty	of	access	past	the	
back	of	my	property	which	is	very	
dangerous	and	lacks	visibility	

33	 GL2	4QH	 Canal-side	walk	
between	Pilot	and	
Hardwicke	bridge	

Important	for	walking	and	cycling	but	
needs	improvement	

34	 GL2	4PY	 Field	behind	village	hall	
on	Green	Lane	

Lovely	walks	and	open	countryside	
would	disappear	meaning	end	of	
village	and	start	of	built-up	town.		No	
more	building	needed	in	Hardwicke	

35	 GL2	4TJ	 Green	area	in	Oak	Tree	
Close	

This	is	such	a	valuable	area	for	children	
to	play	–	not	organised	sports	such	as	
the	playing	fields.		Surely	also	helps	
biodiversity	etc.		Maybe	plant	another	
tree?!	

36	 GL2	4RU	 Field	between	old	
people’s	homes	

Kids	play	area	and	dog	walking	

37	 GL2	4QH	 Hardwicke	pond,	
Green	and	verges	near	
hall	

Important	for	all	to	enjoy	green	spaces	
and	play	areas	

38	 GL2	4QH	 Public	footpath	from	
Green	Lane	to	church	

Important	walking	area	for	all	



39	 GL2	4QY	 Playing	fields	
40	 GL2	4QY	 Green	Lane/Sticky	Lane	 Lovely	views	and	very	quiet	once	off	

Green	Lane	
41	 GL2	4QA	 Green	Lane/Sticky	Lane	

and	fields	off	Green	
Lane	

Rural	views	are	vital	to	a	village.		It	
helps	maintain	the	village	individuality.		
Wildlife	needs	our	protection!	

42	 GL2	4PU	 Dales	Wharf	
promenade	and	green	
space	

The	paved	promenade	and	green	
space	at	the	end	with	the	footpath	
along	the	brook	that	forms	the	divide	
between	Hardwicke	and	Quedgeley	

43	 GL2	4QQ	 Four	Mile	Elm	
‘allotments’	

Good	for	the	environment,	good	for	
people’s	well-being	and	enjoyment	of	
their	produce.		Encourages	community	
spirit	and	communication	

44	 GL2	4JN	 Play	area	and	open	
space	Dales	Wharf	

Children	to	play,	dog	walking.		Open	
feel	to	estate	

45	 GL2	4SN	 Open	space	Dimore	
brook	

Wild	life,	open	field	and	dog	walking	

46	 GL2	4JN	 Open	space	Dimore	
brook	and	canal	

As	above	

47	 GL2	4RP	 Farmland	mid-
Hardwicke,	back	of	
Church	Lane	

Open	fields	–	views	–	amenity	for	
walking	–	leisure	–	privacy	

48	-	
54	

Blank	

55	 GL2	4RD	 Land	between	Green	
Lane/Sticky	Lane	
footpath/right	of	way	

Dog	walking	and	other	leisure	activities	

56	 GL2	4RB	 Fields	 Large	conurbations	need	gaps	
between	as	breathing	space.		Land	is	
bordered	by	canal	meaning	the	few	
roads	in	and	out	take	the	brunt	of	the	
new	traffic	and	are	overloaded	as	it	is.		
Fields	are	used	for	dog	walking	by	lots	
of	locals	



Appendix J6: List of 
important vistas identified at 
the drop-in event 



Annex	J6	to	the	Hardwicke	Consultation	Statement	

LOG	OF	IMPORTANT	VISTAS	IN	HARDWICKE	
Log	
Entry	
No.	

Name,	Initials	
or	Postcode	

Where/what	is	
the	vista?	

Features	that	make	it	important	
to	you	

1	 GL2	4QQ	 North	side	of	A38	 View	of	Cotswolds	escarpment	
across	fields	

2	 GL2	4SZ	 From	Green	Lane	
towards	church	

View	towards	church	

3	 GL2	4SZ	 View	towards	
Cotswolds	
escarpment	

View	across	fields	towards	
Cotswolds	

4	 GL2	4QQ	 South	from	Green	
Lane	

Open	fields	

5	 GL2	4RD	 South	from	Green	
Lane	and	along	
canal	

Open	fields	

6	 GL2	4RD	 South	of	Green	
Lane	

View	to	escarpment	–	Haresfield	
Beacon	

7	 GL2	3SQ	 Madam’s	End	
Farm	

View	of	Monk’s	Hill	

8	 GL2	4RP	 Views	of	
countryside	
across	to	West	
Hardwicke	

Open	fields,	countryside	and	
wildlife.		Farming	practices	and	
activity	enhance	the	rural	feel	

9	 GL2	4RP	 Views	S.E.	
through	mid-
Hardwicke	

Views	of	open	fields	and	
established	trees	and	hedgerows	
are	an	important	aspect	of	the	
rural	nature	of	this	area.		Pleasant	
views	of	open	countryside	help	
people’s	well-being	and	leisure	
outlook	on	life	

10	 GL2	4RD	 Views	to	Acrow	
Hill	from	Sticky	
Lane	

Views	to	Acrow	Hill	from	Sticky	
Lane	–	especially	sunsets	

11	 GL2	4RD	 Uninterrupted	
views	across	
fields	

Amazing	sunsets	

12	 GL2	4RP	 As	above	 Beautiful	views	
13	 GL2	4RP	 Views	across	

fields	
Beautiful	views	

14	 Blank	
15	 GL2	4PY	 View	from	small		

hall	in	village	hall	
Beautiful	views	of	countryside	
have	to	preserved,	along	with	
walks	and	nature	

16	 GL2	4TJ	 Views	West	from	 Beautiful	views	–	help	the	village	



Church	Lane	 retain	its	rural	feel.		Yes,	makes	
you	feel	you	are	still	in	the	
countryside.		Too	much	of	this	
view	has	already	been	lost	to	the	
Sellars	Bridge	development	

17	 GL2	4QA	 Views	from	Green	
Lane	over	fields	

A	lovely	and	tranquil	view	should	
be	maintained	to	help	keep	
Hardwicke	rural.		Lovely	places	to	
walk	are	vital	for	a	village	life/feel	

18	 GL2	4QB	 View	to	
Haresfield	
Beacon	

Gives	a	rural	and	tranquil	feel	to	
village	

19	 GL2	4RP	 East/South	East	 View	to	Cotswold	escarpment	–	
Painswick	–	across	Jn	12	

20	 GL2	4RP	 South	East	from	
Church	Lane	

View	of	hills	and	sunrise!	

21	 GL2	4JN	 South	East	from	
Dales	Wharf	area	

View	to	escarpment	

22	 GL2	4JN	 West	from		Dales	
Wharf	

Views	across	canal	and	
countryside	

23	-	
51	

Blank	

52	 GL2	4UJ	 View	across	
Hardwicke	
playing	field	

Feel	as	though	you	are	in	the	
middle	of	the	countryside	



Appendix J7: Photographs 
from the drop-in event
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Appendix K1: Additional 
open spaces from the Parish 
Assembly 2015



Annex	K1	to	the	Hardwicke	Consultation	Statement	

LOG	OF	IMPORTANT	OPEN	SPACES	IN	HARDWICKE	
Log	
Entry	
No.	

Name,	
Initials	or	
Postcode	

Where/what	is	this	
space?	

Why	is	it	important?	

49	 GL2	4UJ	 Open	fields	South	of	
Sticky	Lane	

For	wildlife	(including	otters	and	
owls),	chestnut	tree,	wild	flowers	

50	 GL2	4UJ	 Open	walkway	
between	the	end	of	
Oak	Tree	Close	and	the	
playing	fields	

Oak	trees	need	to	be	preserved,	and	
important	green	space	between	the	
houses	

451	 GL2	4UJ	 Village	Green	 Vital	area	in	centre	of	village-	for	
wildlife	and	preserve	green	beside	
Millenium	stone	

452	 GL2	4UJ	 Open	fields	North	of	
Quedgeley	West	
business	park	

Fields	–	vital	for	wildlife	–	badgers,	
owls	and	deer	have	been	seen	

453	 GL2	4UJ	 Open	fields	North	of	
Quedgeley	West	
business	park	

Fields	–	vital	for	wildlife	–	badgers,	
owls	and	deer	have	been	seen	

454	 GL2	4UJ	 Open	fields	North	of	
Pound	Lane	East	of	
Quedgeley	West	
business	park	

Fields	–	vital	for	wildlife	–	badgers,	
owls	and	deer	have	been	seen	

455	 GL2	4UJ	 Oak	tree	at	junction	of	
Elmgrove	Road	East	
and	Cornfield	Drive	

Oak	tree	must	be	preserved	



Appendix K2: Additional 
vistas from the Parish 
Assembly 2015



Annex	K2	to	the	Hardwicke	Consultation	Statement	

LOG	OF	IMPORTANT	VISTAS	IN	HARDWICKE	
Log	
Entry	
No.	

Name,	Initials	
or	Postcode	

Where/what	is	
the	vista?	

Features	that	make	it	important	
to	you	

49	 GL2	4UJ	 Looking	out	over	open	space	
toward	church,	etc	



Appendix L1: Map of all open 
spaces identified 
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Appendix L2:  
Map of all vistas identified 
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Appendix M:   
List of Consultations Used  
in the Public Consultation



Description of Statutory Consultees 
in the Neighbourhood Planning 
Regulations 2012 

Organisation Contacts 

(a) where the local planning authority is
a London borough council, the Mayor
of London;

Not applicable Not applicable 

(b) a local planning authority, county
council or parish council any part of
whose area is in or
adjoins the area of the local planning
authority;

Gloucestershire Fire and Rescue Service 
Fire Service HQ 
Waterwells Drive 
Quedgeley 
Gloucester 
GL2 2AX 

01452 753 333 
fire@glosfire.gov.uk 

Community Engagement  
Gloucestershire Constabulary 
Police Headquarters 
No 1 Waterwells 
Quedgeley 
Gloucester 
GL2 2AN 

Mark Murphy (Crime Prevention Design Advisor) 
01452 752363 
Mark.Murphy@gloucestershire.pnn.police.uk 

Office of the Police and Crime 
Commissioner 
for Gloucestershire 
No.1 Waterwells,  
Waterwells Drive 
Quedgeley, 
Gloucester  
GL2 2AN 

PCC Martin Surl  
01452 754348  
pcc@gloucestershire.police.uk 

•

Gloucestershire County Council Mr Nigel Riglar 
nigel.riglar@gloucestershire.gov.uk 



Shire Hall 
Westgate Street 
Gloucester 
GL1 2TG 
 

Mr Robin Drake  
robin.drake@gloucestershire.gov.uk 
Mr Robert Niblett 
robert.niblett@gloucestershire.gov.uk 
Mr Simon Excell 
simon.excell@gloucestershire.gov.uk 
 
 
 
 
 

Parish Councils Nearby -  For Hardwicke 
 Haresfield Parish Council  

Ms M King - Clerk 
The Forge 
Haresfield 
Stonehouse 
 

Ms M King - Clerk  
Tel: 01452 721635 
Email: haresfieldpc@gmail.com 

 Moreton Valence Parish Council 
3 Stockdale Close  
Hardwicke 
Glos 
GL2 4JN 
 

Mrs A Rigelsford – Clerk 
01452 536940 
moretonvalencepc@yahoo.co.uk 

 Longney & Epney  
Churchend Barn 
Longney 
Glos 
GL2 3SN 
 

Nikki Leach - Clerk 
Tel: 01452 729163 or 07843023273 
Email: nclresearch@btconnect.com 

 Elmore 
Mrs D Jones - Clerk 
Rose Cottage 
Elmore 

Mrs D Jones - Clerk 
Tel: 01452 722034 
Other number: 07443045705 
Email: elmore.parish@hotmail.co.uk 



Glos 
 

 Quedgeley Parish Council  
9C The Old School House 
School Lane 
 Quedgeley 
 Gloucester 
 GL2 4PJ 

Jacqueline Webster (Parish Clerk & RFO), Bev, 
Debbie or Sharon.  
Tel’/Fax: 01452 721552 
  

 Gloucester City Council  Claire Haslam - Neighbourhood Planning Officer 
01452 396825 
spatialplanning@gloucester.gov.uk  

Parish Councils Nearby -  For Whiteshill & Ruscombe 
 Harescombe Parish Council 

14 Marefiled Close 
Barnwood 
Glos 
GL4 3TU 

Debbie Hill - Clerk 
Email: harescombepc@aol.com 

 Pitchcombe Parish Council  
Wayside 
Whiteway 
Stroud 
Glos 
 

Ms L Pitchford – Clerk 
Tel: 01285 821992 
Email: clerkpitchcombepc@hotmail.com 

 Painswick Parish Council  
Town Hall 
Victoria Square 
Painswick 
Stroud 
Glos 
 

Mr R Balgobin - Clerk 
Tel: 01452 812722 
Fax: 01452 812722 
Email: clerkpainswickpc@hotmail.com 

 Stroud Town Council 
Thanet House 
58 London Road 
Stroud  

Mrs H Bojaniwska - Clerk 
Tel: 01453 762817 
Fax: 01453 753390 
Email: council@stroudtown.gov.uk 



GL5 2AD 
 

 Randwick Parish Council,  
Rising Sun Cottage 
Chapel Fields 
Randwick 
Stroud  
Gloucestershire 
GL6 6HT 
 

Mr B Parsons - Clerk 
07930 548529 
clerk.randwick@btinternet.com 

 Cainscross Parish Council,  
85 Westward Road 
Ebley 
Stroud 
Gloucestershire 
GL5 4JA 

Mrs Jeni Marshall - Clerk 
01453 756036 
clerk.cpc@btconnect.com 

 Standish Parish Council 
Mulberries 
Post Office Hill 
Amberley 
Stroud 
Gloucestershire 

Ms Jo Barber – Clerk 
07817 377640 
clerkatstandishpc@hotmail.co.uk  

 Haresfield Parish Council 
The Forge 
Haresfield 
Stonehouse 
 

Ms M King – Clerk 
Tel: 01452 721635 
Email: haresfieldpc@gmail.com 

Relevant to both Hardwicke and Whiteshill & Ruscombe 

 Stroud District Council  
Ebley Mill 
Ebley Wharf 
Stroud 
GL5 4UB 

Mr Ricardo Rios – Neighbourhood Planning Officer 
01453754339 
Ricardo.rios@stroud.gov.uk  



(c) the Coal Authority(a); See section 1 
of the Coal Industry Act 1994 (c.21). 

Planning and Local Authority Liaison 
Department 
The Coal Authority 
200 Lichfield Lane 
Mansfield 
Nottinghamshire 
NG18 4RG 
 

 

0345 762 6848 
planningconsultation@coal.gov.uk 
 

 

(d) the Homes and Communities 
Agency(b); See section 2 of the 
Housing and Regeneration Act 2008 
(c.17). 

Homes and Communities Agency 
2 Rivergate  
Temple Quay 
Bristol 
BS1 6EH 
 

mail@homesandcommunities.co.uk 

(e) Natural England(c); See section 1 
of the Natural Environment and Rural 
Communities Act 2006 (c.16). 
 

Natural England 
Block B 
Government Buildings 
Whittington Road 
Worcester 
WR5 2LQ 
 

consultations@naturalengland.org.uk 
 

(f) the Environment Agency(d); See 
section 1(1) of the Environment Act 
1995 (c.25). 

Environment Agency  
West Area Office 
Riversmeet House 
Northway Lane 
Tewkesbury 
Gloucestershire 
GL20 8JG  
 

shwgplanning@environment-agency.gov.uk 
 
anita.bolton@environment-agency.gov.uk  

(g) the Historic Buildings and 
Monuments Commission for England 
(known as English 
Heritage)(e); See section 32 of the 
National Heritage Act 1983 (c.47). 
 

English Heritage 
29 Queens Square 
Bristol 
BS1 4ND 
 

David Stuart 
01179750680 
David.stuart@historicEngland.org.uk  
 
 



(h) Network Rail Infrastructure Limited 
(company number 2904587); 
 

Network Rail Infrastructure Limited 
Kings Place 
90 York Way 
London 
N1 9AG property@networkrail.co.uk 
 

Town Planning Team South West 
Western House, 1 Holbrook Way, Swindon, SN1 
1BD. 
01793 389 610 
amanda.hoyland@networkrail.co.uk 
 
townplanningwestern@networkrail.co.uk 
Lydia.whitaker@networkrail.co.uk  
 
Claire Mahoney 
Claire.Mahoney@networkrail.co.uk  
 
 

(i) the Highways Agency; 
 

Highways Agency 
Temple Quay House  
2 The Square  
Temple Quay  
Bristol  
BS1 6HA 
 

Mr N Chapman  
0300 123 5000 
neil.chapman@highwaysengland.co.uk  
 

(j) the Marine Management 
Organisation(f); See section 1 of the 
Marine and Coastal Access Act 2009 
(c.23). 

Sharpness Port Authority  
Navigation House  
Sharpness Dock  
Berkeley  
Gloucestershire  
GL13 9UD  
 

01453 811 862 

 The Marine Management Organisation 
 

stakeholder@marinemanagement.org.uk   
 
Angela.Atkinson@marinemanagement.org.uk 
 
 

(k) any person— Mono Consultants Ltd (acting on behalf of 
the Mobile Operator Association)  
Merlin House 

Ginny Hall Senior Planner  
0141 270 2733 
dpm@monoconsultants.com  



(i) to whom the electronic 
communications code applies by virtue 
of a direction given 
under section 106(3)(a) of the 
Communications Act 2003; and 
 

Brunel Road 
Theale 
Berkshire 
RG7 4AB 
 

 

(ii) who owns or controls electronic 
communications apparatus situated in 
any part of the area of the local 
planning authority; 
 

Mono Consultants Ltd (acting on behalf of 
the Mobile Operator Association)  
Merlin House 
Brunel Road 
Theale 
Berkshire 
RG7 4AB 
 

Ginny Hall Senior Planner  
0141 270 2733 
dpm@monoconsultants.com  
 

 02 (UK) Ltd (Telefonica UK Limited) 
260 Bath Road 
Slough 
Berkshire 
SL1 4DX 
 

 

 Above Net Communication UK ltd 
Brandon House 
180 Borough High Street 
London 
SE1 1LW 
 

enquiries@above.net  
 
uk_plant_enquiries@above.net  
 

 AT&T Telecommunications 
Highhfield House 
Headless Cross 
Redditch 
B97 5EQ 
 

 

 BT Group Plc 
BT Centre 
81 Newgate Street 

 



London 
EC1A 7AJ 
 
 

 Orange Personal Communication Services 
Ltd 
St James Court 
Great Park Road 
Almondbury 
Bradley Stoke 
Bristol 
BS32 4QJ 
 

 

 Telewest Communications (Cotswolds) Ltd 
The Network Centre 
Staverton Technology Park 
Cheltenham 
GL51 6TQ 
 
 

 

 Tiscali UK Ltd 
Breckland 
Linford Wood West 
Milton Keynes 
MK14 6LB 
 

 

 T-Mobile UK Ltd 
Hatfield Business Park 
Hatfield 
Hertfordshire 
AL10 9BW 
 
 

 

 Vodafone 
The Connection 

 



Newbury 
Berkshire 
RG14 2FN 
 

(i) a Primary Care Trust established 
under section 18 of the National Health 
Service Act 
2006(a) or continued in existence by 
virtue of that section; 
 
Primary Care Trust replaced by the 
following: 
NHS England, Director of Public 
Health, Clinical Commissioning Group, 
Health and Wellbeing Board 

NHS England Bath, Gloucestershire, 
Swindon and Wiltshire Area Team 
1st Floor, 
Bewley House 
Marshfield Road 
Chippenham 
Wiltshire 
SN15 1JW 
 

england.contactus@nhs.net 
 

 NHS South West 
South West House 
Blackbrook Park Avenue 
Taunton 
Somerset 
TA1 2PX 

go@southwest.nhs.uk  
 

 Gloucestershire PCT 
Edward Jenner Court 
1010 Pioneer Avenue 
Gloucester Business Park 
Brockworth Gloucester 
GL3 4FE 
 

enquiries@glos.nhs.uk  
 

Public Health 
 

Director of Public Health for Gloucestershire 
Shire Hall 
Westgate Street 
Gloucester 
GL1 2TG 
 

Dr Peter Brambleby 
01452 328496 
peter.brambleby@gloucestershire.gov.uk 
 



Clinical Commissioning Groups 
 

NHS Gloucester 
Sanger House 
5220 Valiant Court 
Gloucester Business Park 
Brockworth 
Gloucester 
GL3 4FE 
 

GLCCG.enquiries@nhs.net 
 
shona.arora@gloucestershire.gov.uk  

Health and Wellbeing Boards 
 

Gloucestershire Health and Wellbeing 
Board 
Shire Hall 
Westgate Street 
Gloucester 
GL1 2TG 
 

sarah.scott@gloucestershire.gov.uk 
 

(ii) a person to whom a licence has 
been granted under section 6(1)(b) and 
(c) of the 
Electricity Act 1989(b); 

Western Power 
Avonbank 
Feeder Road 
Bristol 
BS2 0TB 
 

apritchard@westernpower.co.uk 
 
 
 
 

 Npower Centre 
Oak House 
Bridgewater Road 
Warndon 
Worcester 
WR4 9FP 
 

 

 Wales and West Utilities 
Wales and West House (2nd floor) 
Spooner Close 
Celtic Springs 
Newport 
NP10 8FZ 
 

Mr Steve Gray 
steve.gray@wwutilities.co.uk  
 



 National Grid (c/o Amec) 
 

Julian Austin 
n.grid@amec.com  
 

(iii) a person to whom a licence has 
been granted under section 7(2) of the 
Gas Act 
1986(c); 

AMEC Environment & Infrastructure Limited 
Gables House 
Kenilworth Road 
Leamington Spa 
Warwickshire  
CV32 6JX 
 

Julian Austin (Consultant Town Planner) 
01926 439091 
n.grid@amec.com  
 

 British Gas Connections Ltd 
30 Causeway 
Staines 
Middlesex 
TW18 3BY 

 

 ES Pipelines Ltd 
Hazeldean 
Station Road 
Leatherhead 
Surrey 
KT22 7AA 
 

 

 SSE Pipelines Ltd 
55 Vastern Road 
Reading 
Berkshire 
RG1 8BU 

 

 The Gas Transport Company Ltd 
Woolpit Business Park 
Woolpit 
Bury St Edmunds 
Suffolk 
IP30 9QU 

 

 United Utilities Network Ltd 
Haweswater House 

 



Lingley Mere Buisiness Park 
Great Sankey 
Warrington 
Cheshire 
WA5 3LP 

(iv) a sewerage undertaker 
 

Severn Trent  
Severn Trent Centre 
2 St John's Street 
Coventry 
CV1 2LZ 
 

Ms Dawn Williams (Commercial Development 
Assistant) 
02477 715 000 
 

(v) a water undertaker; 
 

Severn Trent  
Severn Trent Centre 
2 St John's Street 
Coventry 
CV1 2LZ 
 

Ms Dawn Williams (Commercial Development 
Assistant) 
02477 715 000 
 
dawn.williams@severntrent.co.uk  
 
Asset protection team: 
jasveer-kaur.jeer@severntrent.co.uk  
 
 
 

 Bristol Water Plc 
 

corporate.affairs@bristolwater.co.uk  
 

 Wessex Water 
 

gillian.sanders@wessexwater.co.uk  
planning.liaison@wessexwater.co.uk  
   
 

(m) voluntary bodies some or all of 
whose activities benefit all or any part 
of the neighbourhood area; 

Gay-Glos 
PO Box 171 
Gloucester 
GL1 4YE 

01452 306800 
 
 
 
 



 Campaign for the Protection of Rural 
England 
Community House 
15 College Green 
Gloucester 
Gloucestershire 
GL1 2LZ 
 
 

Ruth Dence (Chair) 
01453 883973 (Pippa Schwartz, Secretary) 
chairstroud@cpreglos.org.uk 
 
 

 Cotswold Conservation Board 
The Old Prison  
Fosseway 
Cheltenham  
GL54 3JH  
 

Andrew Lord (Planning Officer) 
01451 862004 
andrew.lord@cotswoldsaonb.org.uk 
 

   
 Stroud Preservation Trust  

6 Castle Villas  
Stroud 
Gloucestershire  
GL5 2HP 
 

Camilla Hale 
01453 766 273 
sricam2000@yahoo.com 

 National Trust (Stroud Centre) 
The Ebworth Centre 
Camp 
Stroud 
Gloucestershire 
GL6 7ES 
 

01452 810 055 
woodchesterpark@nationaltrust.org.uk 

 Royal Society for the Protection of Birds 
South West Regional Office 
Keble House 
Southernhay Gardens 
Exeter 

01392 432 691 
 



Devon 
EX1 1NT 
 

 Severn Wye Energy Agency 
Unit 15 Highnam Business Centre 
Highnam 
Gloucester  
GL2 8DN 
 

Andy Bull (Head of Regional Strategy & Planning) 
01597 829658 
AndyB@severnwye.org.uk 
 

 Sport England 
21 Bloomsbury Street 
London 
WC1B 3HF 
 

Sport England (South Local Government 
Relationship Manager 
Jim Barrett - 020 7273 1855 
jim.barrett@sportengland.org 

   
 Sustrans 

2 Cathedral Square 
College Green 
Bristol 
BS1 5DD 
 
 

0117 926 8893 
Rupert.Crossbee@sustrans.org.uk 

 Campaign for Better Transport Charitable 
Trust 
16 Waterside 
44 - 48 Wharf Road 
London 
N1 7UX 
 

020 7566 6480 

 Gloucestershire Wildlife Trust 
Reservoir Road 
Gloucester 
GL4 6SX  
 

Secretary, Gloucestershire Wildlife Trust 
01452 383333 
Colin.studholme@gloucestershirewildlifetrust.co.uk 
 

 Stroud Youth Council steve.miles@stroud.gov.uk 



Ebley Mill 
Ebley Wharf 
Stroud 
GL5 4UB 
 

01453 754 504 
 

   
   
 Cotswold Canals Trust 

The Bell House 
Wallbridge 
Stroud 
GL5 3JS 
 

Jack Telling (Company Secretary) 
01453 825 709 
jwtelling@aol.com 

(n) bodies which represent the 
interests of different racial, ethnic or 
national groups in the neighbourhood 
area; 

GlosREC(Racial Equality Council) 
15 Brunswick Road 
Gloucester  GL1 1HG 

01452 301290 
enquiries@glosrec.org.uk 
 
 
 
 

 Equality South West Somerset College 
Wellington Road, 
Taunton 
Somerset 
TA1 5AX 
 

01823 240 260 
info@equalitysouthwest.org.uk 
 

(o) bodies which represent the 
interests of different religious groups in 
the neighbourhood area 

Please identify relevant bodies within your 
area. 

 

   
   
   
   
   
   
   



   
(p) bodies which represent the 
interests of persons carrying on 
business in the neighbourhood area; 

Confederation of British Industry South 
West 
2 Caspian Point 
Caspian Way 
Cardiff Bay 
Cardiff 
CF10 4DQ 
 

Deborah Waddle (Director) 
029 2097 7600 
Deborah.Waddell@cbi.org.uk 
 
 
 
 

 Home Builders Federation 
HBF House 
27 Broadwall 
London 
SE1 9PL 
 

020 7960 1600 
info@hbf.co.uk 

 National Housing Federation 
101 Victoria Street 
Bristol 
BS1 6PU 
 

Jenny Allen (External Affairs Manager for the South 
West) 
jenny.allen@housing.co.uk 
0117 929 7388 
07775 722 258 
 
 

 Federation of Small Businesses Cotswold 
Branch 
Unit 9 
Cirencester Office Park 
Tetbury Road 
Cirencester 
Gloucestershire 
GL7 6JJ 
 

Russell Warner (Cotswold Branch Chair)  
07760 207 194 
 

 Road Haulage Association 
Third Floor, Shore House 
Westbury Hill 
Westbury on Trym 

0117 962 5616 
midlands-western@rha.uk.net  
 



Bristol 
BS9 3AA 
 

 gfirst Local Enterprise Partnership 
The Growth Hub 
Oxstalls Campus 
Oxstalls Lane 
Gloucester 
GL2 9HW 
 

Peter Carr (Deputy Chief Executive) 
01242 715 480 
info@gfirst.co.uk 
 

 Stroud Chamber of Trade and Commerce 
 

Fiona Mills Carolyn (Vice Chair) 
01453 759 297 
fiona@moonflower@icloud.com 
 

(q) bodies which represent the 
interests of disabled persons in the 
neighbourhood area 

Allsorts 
PO Box 3092 
Stroud 
GL6 1GN 
 

Rachel Levay (Project Manager) 
07980 750 915 
rachel@allsortsglos.co.uk 
 

 Disability Rights UK 
Ground Floor 
CAN Mezzanine 
49-51 East Rd 
London  
N1 6AH 
 

020 7250 8181 
enquiries@disabilityrightsuk.org 

 Carers Alliance 
Carers Gloucestershire 
2nd Floor 
35 St Michael’s Square 
Gloucester 
GL1 1HX 
 

Jacky Martel 
01452 386 283 
jmartel@carersgloucestershire.org.uk 
 

 Adult Carers United Sarah Everitt  
01452 872240  



Carers Gloucestershire 
2nd Floor 
35 St Michael’s Square 
Gloucester 
GL1 1HX 
 

severitt@carersgloucestershire.org.uk 

 Gloucestershire Older Persons Association 
c/o 28 Byfords Close 
Huntley 
Gloucester 
GL19 3SA 
 

Jim Rollinson (Secretary) 
GOPA4672@hotmail.co.uk 

 Care and Repair (Stroud) 
23a Willow Road 
Stonehouse 
Gloucestershire 
GL10 2DS 
 

Jane Creed (Manager) 
01453 753471 
general@careandrepairstroud.co.uk 

 Gloucestershire Voices  
30A Lansdown 
Stroud 
Gloucestershire  
GL5 1BG 
 

Janet 
07531 588333    
01453 768827 
gloucestershirevoices@hotmail.co.uk 

General Consultation Bodies    
 Stagecoach Group plc 

10 Dunkeld Road 
Perth 
PH1 5TW 

Kevin Sharp (Operations Manager)  
Stagecoach in Cheltenham & Stroud  
Kevin.sharp@stagecoachbus.com 
01242 544123/ 07880 054 940 
 

 Royal Mail  
Group Communications  
100 Victoria Embankment  
London  
EC4Y 0HQ  

03457 740 740 



 
 Post Office Property Holdings 

 
 
 

0345 611 2970 

 



Appendix N1: Stroud District 
Council Response to Public 
Consultation



 

 

Hardwicke Parish Council 
50 School Lane 
Quedgeley 
Gloucester 
GL2 4WT    

    

 

Dear Colleague,  

Re: Pre-submission consultation 

Thank you for giving Stroud District Council this first op
of your draft neighbourhood plan.

The draft Neighbourhood Development Plan (NDP) contains much to commend it and it is 
clear that considerable research has been undertaken to prepare the plan for this 
community. 

To fulfil our duty to guide and assist, required by 
and Country Planning Act 1990 (as amended)
whether the policies and supporting text in the 
Development Plan Draft for Consultation
and whether they have been based on robust evidence, 
value to the existing policy framework. 

To communicate our response in a simple, constructive and positive manner; we have 
produced a table containing 
relevant section/policy of the NDP, our comments and, where possible, a recommendation.

We note that you have been unable to make part of your evidence base publicly available. 
Our experience in working with neighbourhood planning examiners has highlighted 
policies and supporting text not backed by p
recommended to be modified or removed during independent examination. 

The Council is committed to helping communities deliver successful plans. We have 
dedicated a significant amount of effort to positively comment on the policies and supporting 
text with the objective of making them acceptable. 
we had to object to a particular policy, and this has been explicitly stated within the table.  

The majority of the council’s comments have not been raised as objections but merely 
concerns at this stage. It is important that you
objections being raised by the Council at a future stage. 

 

    

    

submission consultation on Hardwicke Neighbourhood Development Plan

Thank you for giving Stroud District Council this first opportunity to comment on the contents 
of your draft neighbourhood plan. 

The draft Neighbourhood Development Plan (NDP) contains much to commend it and it is 
clear that considerable research has been undertaken to prepare the plan for this 

il our duty to guide and assist, required by paragraph 3 of Schedule 4B to the Town 
and Country Planning Act 1990 (as amended), the Council has endeavoured to identify 
whether the policies and supporting text in the Hardwicke Parish Council Neighbourhood 
Development Plan Draft for Consultation have been worded clearly, concisely and positively 
and whether they have been based on robust evidence, clearly structured and of additional 
value to the existing policy framework.  

To communicate our response in a simple, constructive and positive manner; we have 
produced a table containing an identification number for each comment, a copy of the 

ection/policy of the NDP, our comments and, where possible, a recommendation.

note that you have been unable to make part of your evidence base publicly available. 
Our experience in working with neighbourhood planning examiners has highlighted 

and supporting text not backed by proportionately robust evidence 
recommended to be modified or removed during independent examination. 

The Council is committed to helping communities deliver successful plans. We have 
amount of effort to positively comment on the policies and supporting 

text with the objective of making them acceptable. There have been a few 
had to object to a particular policy, and this has been explicitly stated within the table.  

The majority of the council’s comments have not been raised as objections but merely 
concerns at this stage. It is important that you appropriately address these issues
objections being raised by the Council at a future stage.  

20 October 2015 

Neighbourhood Development Plan  

portunity to comment on the contents 

The draft Neighbourhood Development Plan (NDP) contains much to commend it and it is 
clear that considerable research has been undertaken to prepare the plan for this 

paragraph 3 of Schedule 4B to the Town 
endeavoured to identify 
Council Neighbourhood 

have been worded clearly, concisely and positively 
clearly structured and of additional 

To communicate our response in a simple, constructive and positive manner; we have 
an identification number for each comment, a copy of the 

ection/policy of the NDP, our comments and, where possible, a recommendation. 

note that you have been unable to make part of your evidence base publicly available. 
Our experience in working with neighbourhood planning examiners has highlighted that 

robust evidence may be 
recommended to be modified or removed during independent examination.   

The Council is committed to helping communities deliver successful plans. We have 
amount of effort to positively comment on the policies and supporting 

a few occasions where 
had to object to a particular policy, and this has been explicitly stated within the table.    

The majority of the council’s comments have not been raised as objections but merely 
these issues to avoid 



We look forward to continuing to work with you in implementing the recommended 
modifications. We shall you throughout the development of local solutions for areas where a 
way forward has not yet been identified.  

Yours Faithfully 

 

 

 

 

Barry Wyatt 

Strategic Head (Development Services) 

Stroud District Council 



 

Comment 

Number NDP Section or Policy Comment Recommendation 

1 Page 9, Paragraph 2  
Hardwicke has survived as a village since the 12th 
century, evolving slowly with time on the outskirts of 
Gloucester City. Its earliest ecclesiastical and possible 
farming connection with Haresfield could well be the 
reason for Hardwicke being part of the Stroud District 
rather than its closer neighbour Gloucester.  
 

 Suggestion – Please 
consider adding historically 
strong community identity 
with “Severnsiders”. 

2 Page 10 
The residents of Hardwicke have clearly indicated 
through the evidence gathered for the Plan, the 
importance of Hardwicke retaining its rurality. It was 
concluded that the community consider it important that 
the character of Hardwicke is protected and where 
possible, enhanced, to ensure the important views/vistas, 
open and green spaces are preserved and protected for 
the current and future residents to enjoy. The protection 
of these assets is one of the main fundamental aspects 
of the Plan, whilst recognising the importance of Hunts 
Grove to the future of Hardwicke through its development 
and LSC. 
 

Neighbourhood plans should strive to 
promote the enhancement of the local area.  
The term protect can discourage positive 
change that could improve and enhance the 
neighbourhood plan area.  
 
 

Replace the term protection 
with conservation. 
 

3 Pages 9 and 10 – General comment on: 4. Place 
Setting Hardwicke 

The character of Hardwicke is diverse as it 
exhibits rural, urban fringe and urban 
characteristics in different parts. 
Commercial activity along the 
Gloucester/Sharpness Ship canal and river 
has also influenced the locality.  
 
 

The NDP could expand on 
the Emerging Stroud 
District Local Plan (ESDLP) 
description of the area by 
acknowledging the locally 
diverse character of 
Hardwicke which exhibits 
rural, urban fringe and 
urban characteristics in 
different parts. 
 



4 Page 11 – Vision  We acknowledge that the emerging Local 
Plan describes the Parish as distinctly rural 
in character. However, does the rural identity 
truly reflect the character of the entire 
neighbourhood area? 
 
The NDP area exhibits many of the 
characteristics and issues associated with 
the urban fringe of a city.  
 
A significant proportion of new residents of 
the Parish over the next few years will live 
within an urban environment. Does the 
vision reflect their likely issues and 
concerns? 
 
 

Amend the vision to reflect 
the likely issues and 
concerns facing the 
Neighbourhood Area more 
accurately.  
 

5 Pages 5 and 11 – Use of term sibling: 
e.g. “We aim to achieve this vision by conserving and 
maintaining the historic roots of Hardwicke whilst 
embracing Hunts Grove as a sibling community and local 
service provider”. 
 

  Replace the emotive term 
“sibling” with the term 
“new”. 
Sibling may imply other 
parts have authority and 
control. 

6 Page 12 – NDP guiding principles  
Support low-impact development which will boost the 
rural economy: including farm diversification and uses 
that will bolster tourism, leisure and accessibility to the 
countryside for visitors and residents. 
 

The NDP should aim to provide the local 
interpretation so as to aid the 
implementation of strategic policies. This 
may be through identifying relevant areas 
referred to or by presenting more detailed 
matters. 
 

Review the wording used to 
ensure that they are locally 
specific and aid the 
interpretation of strategic 
policies.  



7 Page 13 – HNDP  Strategy  
1. Extending Settlement boundary 

 
2. Introduction of an equivalent Commercial 

Boundary that defines the limit of exploitation 
acceptable to maintain the rural character; 

 
 

1. What is the value of re-drawing the 
settlement boundary? 
What is the demonstrable and 
additional harm caused? 
What criteria have been used to 
determine where and how the 
settlement boundary should be 
expanded? 

 
2. Settlement boundary or development 

limits includes both commercial and 
housing activity. What criteria have 
been used to determine where and 
how the proposed new boundary 
would be created? 
We could not find a commercial 
boundary on the proposal’s map. 
Has this objective been 
superseded/replaced by an 
endorsement of employment site 
allocations?  
The strategy suggests an approach 
(creation of a commercial boundary) 
that is inconsistent with ESDLP 
Policy CP15 which manages 
development in the countryside 
(outside development limits) in a 
manner that is compatible with the 
NPPF. 
Overall, this section is considered 
vague and if it is aimed at preventing 
development in the open 
countryside, outside the Local Plan 
settlement boundary, it would also be 
considered unacceptable as there 

1. This section needs 
to be clarified.  

 
 

2. The strategy to 
introduce a 
Commercial 
Boundary should be 
deleted. 



are a number of types of 
development that are permitted in the 
countryside under NPPF Paras 28 
and 55.  

8 Page 13 – 6.2 Hardwicke N D P General Policies   
Development will be encouraged to make the most of 
‘secured by design’ principles and ‘Building for Life 12’ 
criteria to demonstrate their commitment towards 
achieving sustainable development and high quality 
inclusive places and spaces. 
 

It would be more appropriate to refer 
developers to the Local Plan (Emerging 
Local Plan Policies CP7 and ES1) instead of 
‘secured by design’ principles and ‘Building 
for Life 12’ criteria. (Please note the Council 
is waiting for the Inspector’s decision on 
these policies as they were a source of 
contention during the examination) 

Please see: 

https://www.gov.uk/government/speeches/pl
anning-update-march-2015 

Text from Ministerial Statement 

From the date the Deregulation Bill 2015 is 
given Royal Assent, local planning 
authorities and qualifying bodies preparing 
neighbourhood plans should not set in their 

Replace ‘secured by 
design’ principles and 
‘Building for Life 12’ criteria 
with an endorsement of the 
emerging Local Plan 
Criteria and wherever 
possible, add local detail. 

 



emerging Local Plans, neighbourhood plans, 
or supplementary planning documents, any 
additional local technical standards or 
requirements relating to the construction, 
internal layout or performance of new 
dwellings. This includes any policy requiring 
any level of the Code for Sustainable Homes 
to be achieved by new development; the 
government has now withdrawn the code, 
aside from the management of legacy 
cases. Particular standards or requirements 
for energy performance are considered later 
in this statement.  

Local planning authorities and qualifying 
bodies preparing neighbourhood plans 
should consider their existing plan policies 
on technical housing standards or 
requirements and update them as 
appropriate, for example through a partial 
Local Plan review, or a full neighbourhood 
plan replacement in due course. Local 
planning authorities may also need to review 
their local information requirements to 
ensure that technical detail that is no longer 
necessary is not requested to support 
planning applications. 

The optional new national technical 
standards should only be required through 
any new Local Plan policies if they address 
a clearly evidenced need, and where their 
impact on viability has been considered, in 
accordance with the National Planning 
Policy Framework and Planning Guidance. 



Neighbourhood plans should not be used to 
apply the new national technical standards.  

For the specific issue of energy 
performance, local planning authorities will 
continue to be able to set and apply policies 
in their Local Plans which require 
compliance with energy performance 
standards that exceed the energy 
requirements of Building Regulations until 
commencement of amendments to the 
Planning and Energy Act 2008 in the 
Deregulation Bill 2015.  

This is expected to happen alongside the 
introduction of zero carbon homes policy in 
late 2016. The government has stated that, 
from then, the energy performance 
requirements in Building Regulations will be 
set at a level equivalent to the (outgoing) 
Code for Sustainable Homes Level 4. Until 
the amendment is commenced, we would 
expect local planning authorities to take this 
statement of the government’s intention into 
account in applying existing policies and not 
set conditions with requirements above a 
Code level 4 equivalent. This statement 
does not modify the National Planning Policy 
Framework policy allowing the connection of 
new housing development to low carbon 
infrastructure such as district heating 
networks. 

Measures relating to flood resilience and 
resistance and external noise will remain a 



matter to be dealt with through the planning 
process, in line with the existing national 
policy and guidance. In cases of very 
specific and clearly evidenced housing 
accessibility needs, where individual 
household requirements are clearly outside 
the new national technical standards, local 
planning authorities may ask for specific 
requirements outside of the access 
standard, subject to overall viability 
considerations.  

 
9 General Policy 1: Development strategy  

Proposals will need to ensure they maintain the 
geographical and functional distinctness of Hardwicke 
Village and Hunts Grove. 
Development will be directed to sustainable locations 
most appropriate to the form and scale of the 
development proposed, on the following basis: 

a) the settlement boundary identifies the 
development limits of the village; and 

b) development within the countryside (beyond the 
settlement boundary as defined on the Proposals 
Map) will not be supported. Development will be 
limited to developments necessary for the 
carrying out of agricultural or woodland activities. 

 

This policy combines a guiding principle for 
the Gloucester Fringe Strategic Growth Area 
(ESDLP paragraph 3.49) with two distinct 
and well established policy areas (settlement 
boundaries and management of 
development in the pen countryside).  
  
Introducing the guiding principle to the policy 
text may cause substantive problems. For 
example, seeking the maintenance of 
functional distinctness, as required by the 
policy wording, would undermine/contradict 
the NDP’s objective of joining the community 
together and its support for Hunts Grove 
becoming the Local Service Centre for the 
area. 
 
Criterion a) 
Directing development to within settlement 
boundaries is a well established approach. 
Can you add any local detail?  
Are there any sites you want to encourage 

This policy should be 
removed or reworded to 
address the Council’s 
concerns. 
 
The NDP could identify the 
positive characteristics of 
open countryside that 
could/should be enhanced 
by development. This could 
then allow for sustainable 
development, whilst 
achieving your identified 
objectives 
 



for redevelopment?  
Does the NDP propose any alterations to the 
settlement boundary?  
Are your development needs to be provided 
within the settlement boundary?  
Have you identified any sites available for 
development?   
 
Criterion b) 
This section of the policy is considered 
unacceptable and overly onerous. It does 
not allow for special circumstances. It does 
not recognise the kind of development that 
would not necessarily be inappropriate 
development. 
 
The overly restrictive nature of this approach 
creates a significant and fundamental 
conflict with the NPPF because it prohibits 
development, in a particular area, having no 
regard to how sustainable that development 
may be. 
 
The NPPF is clear in stating that a 
presumption in favour of sustainable 
development should be seen as a golden 
thread running through both plan-making 
and decision-taking.   
 
The Council’s approach towards managing 
development in the open countryside is set 
out on Policy CP15 – A Quality Living and 
Working Countryside.  
The Council’s approach sets out guiding 
principles that allow for sustainable 



development to take place whilst achieving 
the aim of protecting the quality and function 
of the open countryside in a manner that is 
compatible with national planning policy. 
 
 

10 General Policy 2: Accessibility  
Proposals must contribute towards improving access to 
the countryside for visitors and residents for leisure, 
recreation and health reasons, with a view to enhancing 
tourism where possible. 
 

There are concerns this policy could be 
disproportionately onerous. 
 
You should avoid the use of “must” in your 
NDP policies. Locality’s guide on Writing 
Polices for Neighbourhood Plans explains 
the appropriate terminology. 
 
Planning Strategy  

Amend policy wording to:  
Proposals that contribute 
towards improving access 
to the countryside for 
visitors and residents for 
leisure, recreation and 
health reasons, with a view 
to enhancing tourism will be 
supported. 
 



11 General Policy 3: High Quality Inclusive Design  
All development will be designed to a high quality, be 
inclusive and reinforce local distinctiveness. Proposals 
will be supported where it has regard to local context and 
preserves or enhances the character and quality of the 
area. Development proposals, extensions and alterations 
to existing buildings and structures will have regard to 
‘Secured by Design’ principles and ‘Buildings for Life 12’ 
criteria and be required to:  

a) make use of land while respecting settlement 
patterns, density, character, landscape and 
biodiversity of the surrounding area;  

b) be suitably designed for the context within which 
they are set, using traditional and vernacular 
building materials where such treatment is 
necessary.  

c) ensure that the scale and massing of buildings 
relate sympathetically to the surrounding area;  

d) utilise modern construction techniques to reduce 
energy, heat and water consumption; and  

e) create safe environments addressing crime 
prevention and community safety. 
 

Please see comment 8 regarding ‘secured 
by design’ principles and ‘Building for Life 
12’.  

It is not clear what value this policy is adding 
to ESDLP policies CP14 and ES2. 
 
The NDP should aim to provide the local 
interpretation so as to aid the 
implementation of strategic policies. This 
may be through identifying relevant areas 
referred to or by presenting more detailed 
matters. This policy does not appear to be 
adding any further detail on local 
implementation.  
 
 

Amend policy wording to:  
Replace ‘secured by 
design’ principles and 
‘Building for Life 12’ criteria 
with an endorsement of the 
emerging Local Plan 
Criteria and wherever 
possible, add local detail. 

Replace criterion b) with the 
following: 

c) be suitably designed 
for the context within 
which they are set, 
and use traditional 
and vernacular 
building materials 
where such 
treatment is 
appropriate. 

 
You could also review the 
wording of this policy to 
ensure that it is locally 
specific and aid the 
interpretation of the 
strategic policies.  
 

12 Page 15 and 16 – 7.1 Housing to meet local needs  
 
 

The nature of the population and age profile 
is likely to change significantly once Hunts 
Grove is complete. It is likely that the 
proportion of over 60s in the Parish will 
actually decrease and the number of young 
people who may need their own housing 
before 2031 will increase. The analysis 

Review this section to 
ensure future needs are 
taken into account. 



relates only to the age profile now. 
Consequently, the justification for saying that 
the low level of need can be met through 
already planned for provision may be correct 
now but will not be correct later in the plan 
period. 
 

12.1 Page 16 
Ensuring new development is inclusively designed will 
help demonstrate the proposals commitment to achieving 
sustainable development; it will also help to ensure 
problems of the past and present are hopefully not 
repeated in the future. All proposals for new homes will 
be expected to ensure they are well designed taking into 
account, issues such as, but not limited to, suitable use 
of land; space standards; local context; security; energy, 
heat and water efficiency; accessibility; lifetime homes; 
open spaces; off-street parking; internal storage and 
composting. 
 

Please see comment 8 relating to standards.  

12.2 Page 16 
The survey results did not justify any further housing 
requirement within the Parish, as the low level of need 
could be met by the already-planned provision of 
affordable and smaller homes within the new Hunts 
Grove development.  

The Hardwicke Housing Needs Survey 
provides information about affordable 
housing needs only – it does not form an 
assessment of need for market housing and 
does not produce a housing requirement 
figure. 
 

This section should be 
amended to accurately 
reflect the scope of the 
Hardwicke Housing Need 
Survey. 

12.3 New development in gardens will need to demonstrate 
that it will have minimal impact on the local character of 
the area and there is no net loss of biodiversity.  
 

How could this be demonstrated? 
 
As worded, the requirement is overly 
onerous.  

Amend wording in this 
section to: 
New development in 
domestic gardens should 
demonstrate that it will not 
have an unacceptable 
impact on the local 
character of the area and 



where possible contribute to 
the enhancement of 
biodiversity.  
 
Could you add detail and 
identify how development 
could contribute to the 
enhancement of biodiversity 
in the NDP area.  
 

12.4 Proposals will not be supported where it contributes to a 
net loss of Bungalows in the plan area.  

We can encourage more bungalows but we 
cannot resist their loss or conversion to 
chalet bungalows or two storey dwellings.  
Construction costs for bungalows are much 
higher so viability comes into the equation. 
 
This is a laudable objective but is not 
capable of being controlled through planning 
policy. It would not be possible to implement 
or monitor. For example, loft conversions are 
permitted development. 
 
If you wish to retain it in the NP as an 
aspiration make sure it is clearly identified as 
such.  
 

This section should be 
deleted. 
 

13 Housing Policy 1: Demographics  
Planning applications for new housing must be tested 
against the current evidence of local demand and supply 
from the recent housing needs survey for Hardwicke. 
 

The Hardwicke Housing Needs Survey 
provides information about affordable 
housing needs only – it does not form an 
assessment of need for market housing and 
does not produce a housing requirement 
figure. 
 
How could this policy be justified against 
ESDLP Policy CP1 and paragraph 14 of the 

Remove this policy and 
supporting text or reword it 
to positively support infill 
housing development that t 
delivers the housing types 
identified in the Housing 
Needs Survey.  
 
 



NPPF – Presumption in Favour of 
Sustainable Development? 
If a proposal is sustainable in all other 
aspects, why should it not go ahead? 
 
Applications for new housing in Hunts Grove 
or the new Hunts Grove extension is to meet 
the needs of the district not the specific 
needs of the neighbourhood area. The NDP 
can promote additional development aimed 
at meeting locally identified needs, including 
affordable housing.  
 
Overall, Housing Policy 1 is not backed by 
robust evidence and sets out an 
unacceptable requirement. 
 

14 Housing Policy 2: In -fil l Development  
1. The housing development at Hunts Grove is 

expected to meet the full needs for large scale 
housing development in Hardwicke during the 
Plan period. Additional housing in the Plan area 
will therefore be limited to small scale infilling 
between existing built up areas, within the 
settlement boundary, and be subject to the 
following:  

a) No harm being caused to the amenities of 
the occupiers of the neighbouring 
properties;  

b) The scale, height, form and materials are 
sympathetic to the neighbouring built form 
and the character of the street scene;  

c) Any important gaps which allow views into 
and out of the village are to be protected;  

d) The traditional boundary treatment of an 

Point 1 states “Additional housing in the Plan 
area will therefore be limited to small scale 
infilling between existing built up areas”  
This is not something that can be controlled, 
therefore we suggest you amend it to: 
 
Additional housing in the Plan area will 
therefore be likely to be small scale infilling 
between existing built up areas, within the 
settlement boundary, and be subject to the 
following:  
 
 
Point c) states: Any important gaps which 
allow views into and out of the village are to 
be protected;  
These important gaps should be identified 
on a map. It is important that the reader is 

Review and amend policy 
and evidence base to 
address the concerns 
raised by the Council. 



area is retained and where feasible, 
reinforced. 
 

clear of where they are and why they are 
important. The supporting text/ evidence 
base should also explain how they were 
assessed. 
Appendix B – Does not give enough 
information such as the extent of the 
vista/view nor does it adequately qualify why 
it is importance. 
  
It is not clear whether the NDP seeks to 
protect important views or every view/vista. 
 
Point d) states: The traditional boundary 
treatment of an area is retained and where 
feasible, reinforced. 
What is a traditional boundary treatment 
within the NDP area? 
Is it hedgerows, wire fencing etc?  
 
There are no references to boundary 
treatments within appendix A. 
It is important to note that boundary 
treatments would be difficult to control in 
planning terms and may not be appropriate 
in many circumstances. 
 

 
 

15 Housing Policy 3: Providing well designed homes  
New development should be designed to the highest 
possible standards and:  

a) provide well-designed houses that are located in 
inclusive and secure spaces;  

b) make provision for the changing needs and life-
styles of an ageing population and build to the 

 
a) What is a well design home? What 

does the NDP mean by the term 
inclusive? 

 
b) See previous comment (8) on 

standards  

Review and amend policy 
and evidence base to 
address the concerns 
raised by the Council. 



‘Lifetime Home’ standards in accordance with 
national guidance;  

c) make generous provision for open spaces which 
are linked to the wider natural environment and 
accessibility to the public; 

d) provide well designed streets that are 
characterised by roads, footpaths, soft boundary 
treatments and well designed gardens that 
support easy maintenance; 

e) a minimum of two off-street car parking spaces 
shall be provided for each dwelling;  

f) compost bins or compost areas should be 
incorporated into the gardens of all new 
developments, along with space for waste and 
recycling bins; ideally hidden from general view. 

g) space standards meet as a minimum but ideally 
exceed RIBA – the case for space (2011) and 
importantly adequate provision is made for 
storage within dwellings; and  

h) garages must be built in direct association with 
the houses whose inhabitants may be expected to 
use them. They should be able to accommodate 
modern cars and space for bicycles. Separate or 
rear car ports are not permitted 
 

 
c) The plan sets out the standards, why 

should developers over-provide? 
There are viability questions for 
developers. What standard should 
they use on generosity?  
 

d) What is well designed or appropriate 
in the NDP area? 
 

e) We have been unable to find any 
evidence that supports this 
requirement. Without a robust 
evidence base, this criterion is in 
conflict with national policy.  
Parking standards are covered in 
paragraph 39 of the NPPF. The 
following text now needs to be read 
alongside that paragraph: “local 
parking standards for residential and 
non-residential development should 
only be imposed where there is clear 
and compelling justification that it is 
necessary to manage local road 
network.” 
https://www.gov.uk/government/spee
ches/planning-update-march-2015   
Where there are existing traffic 
issues, communities are urged to 
work together with the highways 
authorities to help identify 
appropriate measures that could be 
delivered through a neighbourhood 
plan.  
 



f) We have been unable to identify the 
justification for this policy. Was that 
an issue identified during 
consultation?  
Have there been any discussions 
with stakeholders? 
You may wish to speak to Carlos 
Novoth, the Council’s public space 
manager, regarding the Council’s 
approach. 
 

g) See earlier comment (8) on 
standards 
 

h) We have been unable to find any 
evidence that supports this 
requirement. This criterion sets out 
overly onerous demands. NDPs 
should be positive rather than 
prohibitive  

 
 
 
Planning Aid guidance - Both Local Plans 
and neighbourhood plans have an important 
role in ensuring new development coming 
forward will be of a high quality and 
contribute positively to the existing area.  
 
The NDP should add value and aid the 
interpretation of national and local 
requirements.  
  
Design policies in your neighbourhood plan 
must be based on robust evidence and a 



detailed understanding of the local 
characteristics of your area. Many groups 
undertake a Design and Character 
assessment to support their design policies. 

 
16 Housing Policy 4: Dwelling mix  

1. All new development will provide and 
demonstrate an appropriate mix of dwelling types 
and sizes to meet the needs of current and future 
households in Hardwicke.  

2. Proposals for new development will be 
encouraged to provide bungalows to help support 
the needs of the ageing/mobility population.  

3. Proposals will not be supported where it 
contributes to the net loss of bungalows in the 
plan area. 

 

The policy should refer to “infill” 
development as a new application for Hunts 
Grove extension is to meet the needs of the 
District 
 
3 – see comment 12.4  
We can support the provision but not resist 
their loss.  
 
 

Amend wording of criterion 
2 to: 

1. All new infill 
development will 
provide and 
demonstrate an 
appropriate mix of 
dwelling types and 
sizes to meet the 
needs of current and 
future households in 
Hardwicke. 

2. Proposals for new 
development will be 
encouraged to 
provide bungalows 
to help support the 
needs of the ageing 
population and/or 
people with mobility 
issues. 

3. Proposals for infill 
development that 
contribute to the net 
gain of bungalows in 
the plan area will be 
supported. 
 

 
 



17 Housing Policy 5: Residential Gardens  
Proposals for new development in residential gardens will 
need to demonstrate that they do not adversely affect the 
local character of the area and there is no net loss of 
biodiversity. 

 Please see comment 12.3 
 
. 
 

Amend policy wording to: 
Proposals for new 
development in residential 
gardens will need to 
demonstrate that they do 
not cause significant 
adverse affect to the local 
character and amenity.  
Where possible 
development should 
contribute to conserve 
and/or enhance 
biodiversity.  
 
Could you add detail and 
identify how development 
could contribute to the 
enhancement of biodiversity 
in the NDP area.  
 

18 IF&S Policy 1: Maintain Services  
Proposals that result in the loss of existing local facilities 
and services through redevelopment or change of use 
will not be permitted unless the provision can be 
demonstrated to be serving the community elsewhere in 
the local area. 

Has consideration been given to what could 
happen when the facility is no longer viable?  
Lack of flexibility could result in the building 
remaining empty.  The loss of facilities may 
be acceptable if a proposal will result in the 
overall improvement of the facility eg loss of 
part of a site to provide a new club house.  
 
Some of the wording of ELE Policy 2 might 
help you add the necessary flexibility to this 
policy.  
 
 

Amend policy wording to: 
Proposals that result in the 
loss of existing local 
facilities and services 
through redevelopment or 
change of use will be 
resisted unless it can be 
demonstrated that the 
existing use is no longer 
viable. 
 
Wherever possible 
alternative provision should 
be made available 
elsewhere in the local area. 



 
You could add value to this 
policy by focusing on 
safeguarding and 
enhancing local facilities. If 
there are any specific 
projects involving new or 
improved facilities that are 
to be taken forward, you 
include these in the policy.  
 

19 IF&S Policy 2: Service Provision   
New development on sites in East Hardwicke, as 
allocated in the Stroud District Local Plan, will make 
appropriate provision for the increased demand on 
medical facilities, education, village centre, and facilities 
for young people, allotments and a multi-faith church. 
 

Have any discussions with development 
management taken place to determine 
whether the requirements of this policy go 
beyond the package of community uses 
already agreed as part of the Hunts Grove 
local centre? 
 
If that is the case, you should have evidence 
that additional contributions are required 
(and do not make the site unviable), meet 
the needs generated by the development 
and not make up for existing deficiencies.  
 
Have these facilities been identified in the 
Infrastructure Delivery Plan? 
http://www.stroud.gov.uk/docs/planning/plan
ning_strategy.asp#s=sectioncontent2&p=sfr
a,BASE,infra  
 
You also need to clarify what is expected, 
i.e. financial contribution, physical facilities, 
etc.  
 
If you are unable to gather the evidence 

 



suggested above, you cannot require a 
developer to provide them. However, you 
may still include a policy, similar to 
Kingswood (see below), which supports 
future provision in accordance with identified 
priorities: 
  
POLICY GSC1: PROVISION OF 
COMMUNITY FACILITIES AND 
RECREATION SPACE 
The provision of additional community 
facilities at Kingswood Playing Field will 
be strongly supported, including: 
• a graffiti wall 
• a youth shelter 
• further play equipment 
• toilets for playing field users. 
 
The extension of Kingswood Playing Field to 
support additional formal recreation will be 
strongly supported. 
 
Improvements to and extension of 
Kingswood Village Hall to provide additional 
space for community activities will be 
strongly supported. 
 
The provision of formal off-road parking for 
users of Tubbs Turf will be supported. 
 
Improvements and new provision should 
seek to provide for the range of needs of all 
sectors of the community. These priorities 
will be reviewed regularly in accordance with 
“Project List” updated and approved 



following formal resolution from the Parish 
Council. 
 
 

20 Page 21 – 
Of particular importance is the undeveloped gap between 
the Gloucester urban edge and Hardwicke village. To 
prevent coalescence of these areas, it will be important to 
retain open land between them thus helping to maintain 
their separate identities, protect their landscape settings 
and avoid creation of continuous development. The 
village gap (green wedge) will also act to provide a green 
lung into the urban area. 
 

Objective 
There is a conflict between the objectives of 
keeping Hardwicke village separate from the 
urban area, and having a green lung in the 
urban area. You need to clarify whether 
Hardwicke is an urban area with a green 
lung or whether it is a rural village separated 
by countryside from the urban area. 
 
Approach 
The NDP proposes the creation of a green 
wedge to achieve the objectives above.  
 
The Council has asked to see the evidence 
base backing the proposed approach; 
however, this has not been forthcoming.  
 
The NDP lacks clarity on the actual purpose 
of the green wedge and does not have an 
adequate justification for it. It is also not 
clear what green wedges could achieve 
which normal countryside policies for land 
outside of settlement development limits 
cannot. 
 
The Council does not support local Green 
Belts, buffer zones or green wedges that 
seek to introduce blanket restrictions to rural 
areas that go beyond normal countryside 
policies.  
 

Clarify objective and review 
approach. 
References to “green 
wedges” should be 
removed.  
 
The NDP could identify the 
positive characteristics of 
open countryside that 
could/should be enhanced 
by development. This could 
then allow for sustainable 
development, whilst 
achieving your objectives. 



Such approach is considered unacceptable 
and overly onerous. It does not allow for 
special circumstances. It does not recognise 
the kind of development that would not 
necessarily be inappropriate development. 
 
The overly restrictive nature of this approach 
creates a significant and fundamental 
conflict with the NPPF because it prohibits 
development, in a particular area, having no 
regard to how sustainable that development 
may be. 
 
The NPPF is clear in stating that a 
presumption in favour of sustainable 
development should be seen as a golden 
thread running through both plan-making 
and decision-taking.   
 
The Council’s approach towards preventing 
coalescence is set out under Policy CP15 – 
A Quality Living and Working Countryside.  
Our approach recognises the role and 
function of “open countryside” in protecting 
the separate identity of settlements and the 
quality of the countryside.  
 
Policy CP15 sets out guiding principles that 
allow for sustainable development to take 
place whilst achieving the aim of protecting 
the separate identity of settlements in a 
manner that is compatible with national 
planning policy. 
 
Overall, the creation of “green wedges” is 



objected by the Council and contrary to local 
and national policies.  
 
If your intention is to identify an area for 
special protection, you should perhaps 
consider whether a Local Green Space 
Designation (LGSD) would be appropriate. 
However, there are criteria to be satisfied 
(set out in the NPPF, para.76-78). In 
particular, areas should not involve 
extensive tracts of land and should be 
capable of enduring beyond the end of the 
plan period. 
 
Further information on LGSDs can be found 
under paragraphs 005 to 022 from National 
Planning Practice Guidance. 
http://planningguidance.planningportal.gov.u
k/blog/guidance/open-space-sports-and-
recreation-facilities-public-rights-of-way-and-
local-green-space/local-green-space-
designation/  
 
We encourage you to talk to land owners to 
ensure the land is capable of enduring 
beyond the end of the plan period and avoid 
substantive objections. 
 

21 MTC Policy 1: Gloucester Sharpness Canal  
New development is restricted along the canal, as 
defined on the Proposals Map, in order to preserve this 
valued feature of the parish. 
 

What is meant by restricted? What type of 
development is restricted? The NDP should 
be about promoting the enhancement of an 
area. 
 
As worded, canal related or walking/cycling 
infrastructure is also restricted under this 

Reword this policy to 
positively focus on the 
things you will want to 
support which enhance the 
canal and its setting. 



policy. 
 
The NDP should positively identify what form 
of development you would want around the 
canal. Recreational/leisure facilities etc. 
 
The NDP identifies the canal as a valued 
feature, but what is it that people value?  
Is it biodiversity, leisure, heritage, tourism, 
etc? 
 
The canal is shown in blue on the proposals 
map; there is a green (unspecified) zone on 
either side of it? Is that the canal protection 
zone? How was it selected? Is it an arbitrary 
buffer?  
 



22 MTC Policy 2: Safeguarding Hardwicke’s rural  
character  

1. Identified Open spaces and Vistas beyond the 
Hardwicke Settlement Boundary, as defined on 
the Proposals Map, must be retained to ensure 
the important and valued distinction between the 
built-up area and the countryside. 

2. Within the Green Wedge, as defined on the 
Proposals Map, planning permission will not be 
granted for development unless it is appropriate 
to a rural area and has no demonstrably adverse 
effect on the existing open and essentially 
undeveloped character of the land. Acceptable 
development may include the re-use of rural 
buildings, agricultural and forestry-related 
development, home-based businesses, playing 
fields, other open land uses and minor extensions 
to existing dwellings. 

 

1. It is unclear what you mean by “open 
spaces”. This is usually meant to 
refer to recreation areas, but it 
appears from the rest of the 
sentence that open spaces actually 
means countryside, and not the 
usual definition. 

The supporting text and wording of Policy 
ES13 can help you clarify open spaces if 
your intention is to identify recreation areas 
of value to the local community.  

If you mean open countryside, this policy 
would be considered unacceptable as there 
are a number of types of development that 
are permitted in the countryside under NPPF 
Paras 28 and 55.  

Has a survey of local views and vistas been 
undertaken?  

How would a future decision maker know 
whether a development would affect them? 

See comment 10 relating to the use of must. 
“Must be retained” – change to “should be 
maintained” 

2. See comment 20 relating to “green 
wedges”. 

 
What does “home-based businesses” 
mean? 
 
The Council considers this policy is too 
restrictive and does not contribute towards 
the achievement of sustainable 

1. This section should 
be clarified to 
address the issues 
raised by the 
Council. 

2. This section should 
be deleted. 



development. Consequently, as worded, it 
does not meet the Basic Conditions. 
 
As mentioned before, the creation of “green 
wedges” is objected by the Council and 
contrary to local and national policies.  



23 MTC Policy 3: Health and Wellbeing  
Development involving the loss of green and open 
spaces, as defined on the Proposals Map, will only be 
permitted where: 
a) alternative green and open spaces are provided of at 

least equivalent size, quality and accessibility to that 
being lost; or  

b) the Parish’s network of green and open spaces can 
be retained or enhanced through redevelopment of a 
small part of the site: and 

c) the local community across the plan area would not 
be denied easy or safe access to a local park or to 
smaller informal open space that is valued or well 
used by people living or working in the local area. 
 

It is unclear what is meant by “green and 
open spaces”. This is usually meant to refer 
to recreation areas. If this policy includes 
open countryside outside the settlement 
boundary, this policy would be considered 
unacceptable as there are a number of types 
of development that are permitted in the 
countryside under NPPF paragraphs 28 and 
55. 

On the other hand, if this policy is directed to 
recreation areas, it could potentially be 
acceptable.  

You could add value to criterion c) to ensure 
effective delivery; it would be helpful to 
define “easy and safe access”. i.e. 200m, 
400m or 800m? 

 

Reword this policy so that it 
becomes clear and 
unambiguous.  
 
Please ensure there is 
robust evidence backing up 
the identification/inclusion 
of sites in your proposals 
map. 

24 i ) The Environment &  Biodiversity  
Hardwicke has several large, modern, housing 
developments with ‘buffer zones’ of open space between 
them and an historic village, with many listed buildings 
dating back to the 15th century. (page 23) 

Open countryside - see comments 20 and 
22. 
 
Observation - It is the space between 
dwellings and buildings which gives the 
sense of place and character, it is not a 
buffer. 
 

 

25 Page 23  
The best and most versatile land (as defined by the 
National Planning Policy Framework) is a limited 
environmental resource with local concentrations across 
Hardwicke. High-grade soils are important for local food 
production, although lower grade agricultural land often 
has the greatest ecological value. Any new development 
will be directed towards poorer quality agricultural land 
taking into account environmental and other sustainability 

Has the impact of directing development 
towards land which often has the greatest 
ecological value been considered? 
How does this stack up with protecting 
wildlife areas? 

Could you justify the 
chosen approach?   



issues. 
 

26 Page23  
All development will be expected to provide a net gain in 
biodiversity and help improve the connectivity between 
natural and open/green spaces. 

The NDP sets expectations without 
identifying opportunities or setting out how 
this could be done in the local area. A good 
NDP should not simply set out expectations; 
it should provide further detail on local 
implementation. 
  
Net gain in biodiversity is an unreasonable 
expectation for all development. You can 
overcome this issue by using positive 
language and caveats such as “wherever 
possible”. 
 

Reword this section using 
positive language and, 
where possible, identifying 
opportunities and adding 
further detail on local 
implementation. 
  

27 Page 24  
Hardwicke’s Green and Open Spaces (including the 
Green Wedge) are very important to the community as 
they provide a beautiful and scenic outlook to the Parish 
and give people enjoyment through leisure pursuits. 
 

If your intention is to identify an area for 
special protection, you should perhaps 
consider whether a Local Green Space 
Designation (LGSD) would be appropriate. 
However, there are criteria to be satisfied 
(set out in the NPPF, para.76-78). In 
particular, areas should not involve 
extensive tracts of land and should be 
capable of enduring beyond the end of the 
plan period. 
 
Further information on LGSDs can be found 
under paragraphs 005 to 022 from National 
Planning Practice Guidance. 
http://planningguidance.planningportal.gov.u
k/blog/guidance/open-space-sports-and-
recreation-facilities-public-rights-of-way-and-
local-green-space/local-green-space-
designation/  
 

 



We encourage you to talk to land owners to 
ensure the land is capable of enduring 
beyond the end of the plan period and avoid 
substantive objections. 
 

28 Page 24  
Hardwicke’s tranquillity is an important part of its 
landscape character and environment and as such is 
sensitive to proposals, for example, that increase light 
pollution through sky glow. An example of this is an 
extant covenant on Sellars Road and Church Lane that 
prohibits the erection of street lamps. 
 

Tranquillity is not associated with light 
pollution. It is an aspect that is often affected 
by noise and activity.  
 
You can get further information on: 
http://www.cpre.org.uk/resources/countrysid
e/dark-skies  
 
 
What does the Landscaping Character 
assessment say?  
http://www.stroud.gov.uk/docs/planning/plan
ning_strategy.asp#s=sectioncontent2&p=BA
SE,environev  
 

 

29 Environment Policy 1: Environmental Assets  
The quality of Hardwicke’s natural environment will be 
protected and enhanced by ensuring that new 
development: 

a) protects and enhances local landscape character, 
taking into account the key characteristics, the 
historical dimension of the landscape and their 
sensitivity to change;  

b) conserves and enhances Hardwicke’s local 
distinctiveness including its tranquillity and the 
highly valued setting and qualities of Hardwicke’s 
countryside;  

c) provides a net gain in Hardwicke’s biodiversity 
which provide habitats for wildlife, through 
positive management of an enhanced network of 

Terms like protect and preserve discourage 
positive change that could improve and 
enhance the plan area. Neighbourhood plan 
policies should strive to promote the 
enhancement of the local area. 
 

a) &  b)  
What is the landscape character? Has a 
landscape character assessment been 
made?  
 
The word character – does little in itself to 
explain what the ‘character’ is. You need to 
outline the various elements of landscape 
character you want the reader to consider.  

Amend policy wording to:  
The quality of Hardwicke’s 
natural environment will be 
conserved and enhanced 
by ensuring that new 
development: 

a) conserves and 
enhances setting 
and qualities of 
Hardwicke’s 
countryside;  

(The value and the 
selection of these areas 
should form part of your 
evidence base) 



designated sites and green infrastructure; and  
d) conserves Hardwicke’s best and most versatile 

agricultural land.  

 
 

c) It is not reasonable to require a net 
gain in biodiversity. The NPPF states 
that this should be sought “where 
possible”. 

 
Under Paragraph 6.41 the supporting text for 
Policy ES6 sets out that Sustainable 
development provides opportunities to 
enhance biodiversity. Can you add value 
and indicate how this could be done locally? 
 
 

d) The NPPF says that the most 
versatile agricultural land you should 
be “taken into account” rather than 
“conserved” 

 

 
b) provides a net gain 

in Hardwicke’s 
biodiversity, where 
possible, which 
provide habitats for 
wildlife, through 
positive 
management of an 
enhanced network 
of designated sites 
and green 
infrastructure; and  

c) Hardwicke’s best 
and most versatile 
agricultural land 
should be taken into 
account. 

 
30 Environment Policy 2: Landscape  

All proposals for new developments shall be 
accompanied by a landscape strategy which will 
demonstrate the existing landscaping on the site and 
provide an outline of the measures taken to protect 
existing trees, hedgerows and other landscape features. 
Planting for new development should incorporate native 
arboreal species to the local area. 
 

Landscaping is part of the consideration of 
many planning applications. Landscaping 
schemes are often submitted in plan format 
and sometimes landscaping matters are 
dealt with via conditions.  
 
This policy appears to introduce a 
procedural requirement.  
Does the submission of a strategy means 
that a proposal complies with the policy, 
regardless of the quality of the strategy? 
 
This policy is vague and ambiguous. It 
referrer to all proposals for new development 
when some forms of new development might 
not have any landscaping implications. 

Amend policy wording to:  
Where possible, new 
developments should seek 
to contribute to protect 
existing trees, hedgerows 
and other landscape 
features. Planting for new 
development should 
incorporate native arboreal 
species to the local area. 
 



There is also not enough clarity regarding 
what the landscape strategy is and /or what 
value it adds.  
 
It is not clear how this policy adds value or 
detail to Local Plan Policy ES7. 
 
 

31 Environment Policy 3: Wildlife  
Green wildlife corridors are important to help safeguard 
local flora and fauna. New development will need to 
demonstrate how it is contributes to the net improvement 
of biodiversity and wildlife corridors in the surrounding 
area. 
 

It is not clear how this policy adds value or 
detail to Local Plan Policy ES6. 
Can you add value and indicate how this 
could be done locally? 
 
 

Amend policy wording to:  
Green wildlife corridors are 
important to help safeguard 
local flora and fauna. New 
development should seek to 
contribute where possible to 
the net improvement of 
biodiversity and wildlife 
corridors in the surrounding 
area. 
 

32 ii) Flooding  
 

The Council’s Water Resources Engineer 
has reviewed this section and raised no 
issues. 

 

33 Proposals for sustainable urban drainage systems will 
need to identify the bodies or organisations formally 
responsible and accountable for the finance and upkeep 
of any flood defence and/or land drainage systems being 
introduced as a result of the development being built. 
Proposals will need to demonstrate how attenuation 
ponds or other flood mitigation measures incorporated 
within the development will be indefinitely maintained. 
 

It would be unreasonable to demand 
indefinitely. 

Delete the word indefinitely. 

34 Flooding Policy 1: Flood risk and management  
Development should be designed and constructed to 
take account of the impacts of flooding and minimise the 
risk to, and vulnerability of, people, land, infrastructure 

It is unclear what value this policy is adding 
to ESDLP Policy ES4 – Water resources, 
quality and flood risk. 
 

Replace Environmental with 
Environment.  



and property by: 
a) locating and designing development to minimise 

flood risk through avoiding the development of 
land which is or will be at risk from flooding;  

b) and adopting effective water management 
methods including Sustainable Urban Drainage 
Systems, water efficiency measures and the 
reuse of rainwater; and  

c) ensuring that downstream flooding that could be 
caused by the development is fully considered 
and the appropriate authorities, i.e. the 
Environmental Agency and Severn Trent, are 
contacted to ensure the downstream drainage 
system is capable of taking the additional load. 
 

Please ensure your policy is in conformity 
with the evidence base provided by SFRA 
level 1 and 2. 
http://www.stroud.gov.uk/docs/planning/plan
ning_strategy.asp#s=sectioncontent2&p=BA
SE,environev,sfra  
 

35 C&T Policy 1: Parking and Drop -off Zones  
Developments will be encouraged to provide areas for 
parking and drop-offs in close proximity to facilities that 
attract a high level of traffic. In particular, development 
will also contribute towards finding solutions for parking 
management around Hardwicke School. 
 

Should all development contribute to 
solutions at the school?  
How does this accord with the strict tests on 
S106 contributions?  
What is the appropriate level of contribution? 
Development will contribute proportionally to 
the additional impact from their development 
and not make up for existing deficiencies. 
 
 
 

Amend policy wording to:  
Developments that attract a 
high level of traffic will be 
encouraged to provide 
areas of parking and drop 
offs in close proximity to 
those facilities. 

36 C&T Policy 2: Traffic Calming  
1. Proposals will be required to make provision for, 

and contribute to, appropriate traffic 
control/calming measures along Church Lane and 
Green Lane; as well within any new 
developments and their surrounding roads.  

2. The Design of new developments should include 
measures to actively discourage or mitigate 
excess speed of traffic through the area i.e. no 

Criterion 1 
Should all development contribute to 
solutions on those roads?  
How does this accord with the strict tests on 
S106 contributions?  
What is the appropriate level of contribution? 
Is this an existing issue? 
Development will contribute proportionally to 
the additional impact from their development 

Criterion 1 
Reword this section so that 
it is clear and unambiguous.  
 
Please ensure there is 
robust evidence base 
supporting your policy 
requirements. 
 



long straight roads, traffic control/calming 
measures to be present in design of site. 
 

and not make up for existing deficiencies. 
 
 
General  
Stroud District Council’s Traffic Capacity 
study may provide useful evidence on 
mitigation.  
http://www.stroud.gov.uk/docs/planning/plan
ning_strategy.asp#s=sectioncontent2&p=BA
SE,infra  

Criterion 2  
Amend wording to: 
The Design of new 
developments should 
include measures to 
actively discourage or 
mitigate excess speed of 
traffic through the area i.e. 
no long straight roads, 
traffic control/calming 
measures to be present in 
design of site where 
appropriate. 
 
 

37 C&T Policy 3: Roads, footpaths and cycleways  
1. All proposals will contribute towards the 

improvement of pedestrian and nonmotorised 
routes so as to improve safety promote healthy 
life styles and better connect the different parts of 
the Parish. Proposals, as indicated on the 
Proposals Map, include:  

a. developing the path between 
Green Lane and the church into a 
cycle and walking route; 

b. developing the footpath between 
the above route and the allotments 
for access to the South side of 
Hardwicke and across to Hunts 
Grove;  

c. making a formal footpath and cycle 
path between the end of Sticky 
Lane and Old Bristol Road. This 
will emerge just by the crossing 
proposed in the latest HG road 

It is unclear how the requirements of this 
policy will relate to all development 
proposals. It is also not clear what type of 
contribution the policy is referring to, i.e. 
physical works, financial contribution, etc. 
It is important to note that developers will 
contribute proportionally to the additional 
impact from their development and not make 
up for existing deficiencies. 
 
Furthermore, If this policy really means all 
proposals, this would be unacceptable as 
there are a number of types of development 
that could not be reasonably expected to 
contribute, i.e. domestic extensions.  
 
Criteria a to e: 
This section also lacks clarity. 
Is development expected to contribute to all 
of these? Are these reasonably related to all 

Reword the policy so that it 
is clear and unambiguous.  
 
Please ensure there is 
robust evidence base 
supporting your policy 
requirements. 



system thus providing access 
between Hunts Grove and 
‘Original’ Hardwicke;  

d. a footpath and cycle route between 
the end of Stanks Lane and the 
Sellars Bridge to form part of the 
circular route; and  

e. a formal footpath and cycle path 
joining the Dales Wharf area with 
the Quedgeley canal path at the 
Dimore Brook crossing. 
 

2. Roads and streets in Hunts Grove must be 
designed to minimise the use of private cars and 
accommodate the needs of pedestrians, cyclists 
and public transport. Where ever possible 
separate footpath and cycleways must be 
included in road designs, especially where this 
leads to major trip attractions. Roads intended for 
vehicles must be clearly differentiated from 
footpath and cycleway routes.  

3. The development of new/extension of existing 
public transport routes to include Tuffley and 
Hardwicke’s Local Service Provider at Hunts 
Grove will be encouraged, in order to support and 
enhance the bus connections to Stroud, the 
administrative centre for the Hardwicke Parish. 
 

development?  
 
 
What input has the Local Highways Authority 
had in identifying all this measures? Are they 
acceptable? 
Where there is existing traffic issues, 
communities are urged to work together with 
the highways authorities to help identify 
appropriate measures that could be 
delivered through a neighbourhood plan. 

38 7.6 Enhancing the Local Economy  
Aims:  

1. To support the development and sustainable 
growth of rural business in Hardwicke.  

2. To promote the economic and social hub of 
Hardwicke Parish  

 

1. It is not clear why only rural business 
and what definition is being used. 
 

2. It is not quite clear what this means 
and how it could be achieved. 

 
 

 



39 7.6 Enhancing the Local Economy  –  General  
 

Is the business survey available? 
 
 What was the response rate. Are 
employment totals recorded from those that 
responded, it seems like its written as the 
total of all those employed in the parish. 
 
Good to see that all respondents predict an 
increase in employment, did they ask 
whether this would necessitate premises 
expansion or relocation as this would 
suggest a demand for more employment 
land, particularly as the plan confirms newer 
businesses were attracted due to locational 
factors. As an area clearly attractive to 
business should the plan be more open to 
the potential of allocating additional 
employment land ahead of 2031, within the 
parish, rather than only supporting growth 
within existing areas which may well soon be 
built out. For example Quedgeley West is 
now fully built out. Permission exists for units 
and speculative build taking place at 
Gateway 12 off Waterwells Drive and extant 
permission for one unit on the land adjacent 
to the Quadrant Distribution Centre, with the 
remainder available but already allocated as 
key employment land. 
 
It seems that the plan sees employment 
growth taking place outside the parish, 
particularly within Haresfield at Quedgeley 
East where there are opportunities to 
regenerate the existing estate, although 
occupied, and further employment land 

 



potentially allocated adjacent to the estate 
through the emerging Local Plan and at 
Javelin Park. As these developments share 
many of the attributes of the employment 
land that has proven attractive within 
Hardwicke it may be that the approach is 
justified, particularly as the local plan doesn’t 
seek further allocations in the Parish.  
 
Perhaps though the NDP shouldn’t be used 
to preclude opportunities for employment 
growth on as yet unallocated sites within the 
parish boundary. 
Good to see issues of 
congestion/access/egress from industrial 
estates/business parks raised however its 
slightly unclear how lower speed limits and 
traffic calming measures would alleviate 
congestion, although if traffic is moving more 
slowly it may make it easier to exit the 
estates onto the A38. 
 

40 ELE Policy 1: Location of Development  
The plan seeks to deliver sustainable patterns of 
development in Hardwicke by directing economic 
development to Quedgeley East and Javelin Park 
therefore traditional employment uses (B Use Classes) 
will not be permitted outside of the allocated employment 
land, as demonstrated on the proposals map. 
 

This policy is too onerous and overly 
restrictive. It does not appear to have regard 
to National and local drive for economic 
growth in urban and rural areas.  
 
If a proposal is sustainable, appropriate, 
complies with other policies and does not 
cause significant demonstrable harm; why 
should it not be permitted? 
 
Has there been any consideration of the 
potential positive impacts of development? 
 

This policy should be 
deleted or replaced with a 
positively worded policy that 
seeks to direct employment 
development towards a 
preferred location in a 
manner that is compatible 
with local and National 
policies.  
 
Please ensure the language 
in your policies is positive.  
 



The overly restrictive nature of this policy 
creates a significant and fundamental 
conflict with the NPPF because it prohibits 
development, outside the allocated area, 
having no regard to how sustainable that 
development may be. 
 
This policy would also affect/ prevent people 
working from home or small workshops 
outside allocated employment land. 
 
As worded, It conflicts with National policy, 
in particular paragraph 28 of the NPPF, and 
the following ESDLP policies: 
 

• Core Policy CP11 – New 
employment development. 
This policy supports economic 
growth across the District, subject to 
compliance with the set criteria.  

 
• Delivery Policy EI3 – Small 

employment sites (outside identified 
employment areas)  
This policy seeks to protect small 
employment sites outside 
employment areas.  

 
• Delivery Policy EI5 – Farm 

enterprises and diversification  
This policy supports farm 
diversification  
 
 

Taking the above into account, the Council 

Neighbourhood planning 
gives you the opportunity to 
shape the development of 
your area in a positive 
manner rather than as a 
tool to stop important 
development proposals 
from proceeding.  
 
Your planning policies 
should use positive 
language, looking at ways 
to enhance and improve 
your area.  
 
This can be achieved by 
using phrases such as 
‘planning permission will be 
granted provided that’ and 
‘development will be 
encouraged where it’ rather 
than ‘we will not allow 
.development unless’. The 
words ‘encouraged,’ 
‘supported’ and ‘will be 
permitted all convey 
positive 
approaches to development 



considers that ELE Policy 1: Location of 
Development does meet the Basic 
Conditions.  
 
 

41 ELE Policy 2: Existing Employment   
Proposals for the change of use of existing business 
premises to other non-employment use classes will be 
resisted unless it can be demonstrated that the existing 
use is no longer economically viable. For example the 
site has been marketed at a reasonable price for at least 
one year and all alternative practical arrangements for 
other economic uses have been fully explored. 
 

The example given suggests that the site 
should be marketed for at least one year. 
The Council’s Development Management 
Team has normally asked for demonstration 
that a property has been marketed from 6 
months to 1 year.  
 
What evidence do you have to back the 
requirement of a minimum of 1 year 
marketing?   
 
The Council considers 1 year minimum is 
excessive. Furthermore, the benefit of not 
having a set minimum timeframe is that it 
gives the flexibility to ensure a particular use 
is no longer viable whilst avoiding having 
sites unused for longer than necessary. 
 
Could you identify which business premises 
are particular valuable to the community and 
why? 
It would be helpful to the decision maker to 
know which sites are particularly valuable to 
the local community. 
 

Amend policy wording to:  
Proposals for the change of 
use of existing business 
premises to other non-
employment use classes 
will be resisted unless it can 
be demonstrated that the 
existing use is no longer 
viable. 
 
You could add value to this 
policy by identify which 
business premises are 
particularly valuable to the 
community and why. 

42 ELE Policy 3: Expansion of Employment   
Proposals for new economic development will be 
supported only if the proposal incorporates existing 
employment land, as shown on the Proposals Map, 
subject to the following criteria:  

This policy does not seem to fit with 
promoting land based rural businesses. As 
worded, It conflicts with National policy, in 
particular paragraph 28 of the NPPF , and 
the following ESDLP policies: 

This policy should be 
deleted or replaced with a 
positively worded policy that 
deals with the expansion of 
employment in a manner 



a) the scale and nature of the proposals would not 
have significant harmful impacts on the amenities 
of adjoining activities; and  

b) the scale and nature of the proposals would not 
have unacceptable conflicts with agriculture and 
other land-use activities; and  

c) the proposal would not have unacceptable 
impacts on the local road network. 
 

 
• Core Policy CP11 – New 

employment development. 
This policy supports economic 
growth across the District, subject to 
compliance with the set criteria. The 
criteria in ELE Policy 3 appear to 
repeat the criteria in CP11 without 
adding any further detail on local 
implementation.  

 
• Delivery Policy EI3 – Small 

employment sites (outside 
identified employment areas)   
This policy seeks to protect small 
employment sites outside 
employment areas.  

 
• Delivery Policy EI5 – Farm 

enterprises and diversification  
This policy supports farm 
diversification  
 

Taking the above into account, the Council 
considers that ELE Policy 3: Expansion of 
Employment does meet the Basic 
Conditions.  
 

that is compatible with 
Local and National policies.  
  

43 General Policies often refer to all development 
proposals without demonstrating due 
consideration to the identification of types of 
development that are actually relevant to the 
policy in question.  
 

 

44 Proposals Map Difficult to read – out of focus Improve resolution of 



It does not Identify the entire Parish/ NDP 
area boundary 
There are missing Keys  
Flood Zones 2 and 3 are subject to regular 
change. The local Plan does not show flood 
zones on its proposals map precisely 
because of this. You could direct developers 
to EA mapping on a range of flood sources. 

proposals map. 
Ensure all outlined/marked 
areas have a corresponding 
key. 
Remove flood zones from 
the proposal map and direct 
developers to EA mapping 
on a range of flood sources. 

45 Appendix B Appendix B appears to lack detail and 
precision. 
It lacks an explanation how sites have been 
identified and how they have been 
objectively assessed. 
 
The extent of views and vistas is also not 
clear - Could the information be shown on a 
map? Pictures included? 
 
The guidance on producing character 
assessments will give you useful tools to 
address the issues above: 
http://www.stroud.gov.uk/docs/planning/plan
ning_strategy.asp#s=sectioncontent5&p=nb
hood,npcharachter  
 

 

46 Appendix C Appendix C would benefit from having 
pictures included.  
It lacks an explanation how sites have been 
identifiedand how they have been objectively 
assessed. 
 
The Council is particularly concerned with 
the inclusion of agricultural fields. Some are 
considered a valuable open space because 
it offers views, i.e. 9 and 10. 

 



 
There appears to be some confusion 
between landscaping and historic interests, 
biodiversity interests, sporting interests and 
recreational interests which are different 
policy areas in your plan. This needs to be 
clarified. 
 
Section C 
Source of information and date of the map is 
missing. It would be better to guide people to 
check with GCER since this sites change in 
interest over time which may raise their 
status or remove it. 
 



Appendix N2: Gloucestershire 
County Council Response to 
Public Consultation



---------------------------- Original Message ---------------------------- 
Subject: Hardwicke Neighbourhood Plan 
From:    "NIBLETT, Robert" <Robert.NIBLETT@gloucestershire.gov.uk> 
Date:    Fri, October 16, 2015 10:21 am 
To:      "Hardwicke  Parish Council" <clerk@hardwickepc.gov.uk> 
Cc:      "EXCELL, Simon" <Simon.EXCELL@gloucestershire.gov.uk> 
-------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
Dear Mr Lee 
 
Thank you for consulting Gloucestershire County Council (GCC) on the above 
matter.  I have the following officer comments to make. 
 
Ecology Comments 
 
Given the proposals in the draft consultation version of the NDP the need 
for a SEA or HRA appears unlikely. We can see that the Local Records 
Centre, GCER, has been contacted and main biodiversity constraints have 
been identified and taken into account in formulating the plan. 
 
Section 7.4 of the draft plan includes a specific approach to biodiversity 
for an area that is dominated by agricultural land use. The aims and 
resulting Environment Policies 1, 2 and 3 are quite general but worthy. 
They promote the conservation and achievement of a net gain for 
biodiversity. Green space, landscape character, ecological networks 
(wildlife corridors) and SuDS are being given high value. A dedicated 
accessible wildlife area for the parish is proposed. The proposals have 
some consistency with the Local Nature Partnerships Strategic Framework 
for Green Infrastructure and the Gloucestershire Nature Map (Hardwicke 
SNA) which could perhaps be referenced - further details are to be found 
at http://gloucestershirebiodiversity.net/index.php . 
 
Archaeology Comments 
 
While there is not a specific policy that applies to underground 
archaeology in the NDP, it is clear that the vast majority of development 
will be at strategic locations and archaeology present at these sites will 
be covered by NPPF provisions and Stroud Local Plan policy. 
 
Public Right of Way Comments 
 
No comments. 
 
Flood Risk Comments 



 
The LLFA will, if requested to do so, provide advice to Local Planning 
Authorities on the management of surface water and associated flood risk 
relating to major planning applications. 
 
If you would like to discuss any of the points raised in this email please 
do not hesitate to contact me. 
 
 
Thank you 
 
Rob Niblett 
Planning Officer 
_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 
 
 
	



Appendix N3:  
The Environment Agency 
Response to Public 
Consultation



---------------------------- Original Message ---------------------------- 
Subject: HARDWICKE NEIGHBOURHOOD DEVELOPMENT PLAN (NDP) 
From:    "Bolton, Anita" <anita.bolton@environment-agency.gov.uk> 
Date:    Wed, October 21, 2015 3:11 pm 
To:      "clerk@hardwickepc.gov.uk" <clerk@hardwickepc.gov.uk> 
-------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
Good Afternoon Kevin 
 
HARDWICKE NEIGHBOURHOOD DEVELOPMENT PLAN (NDP) 
 
Further to our response to the initial consultation on the Hardwick NDP 
(copy attached) , we wish to provide the following comments in response to 
the latest consultation received on 9 September 2015. 
 
We acknowledged at the time of our initial response that the plan was in 
its early stages of development, and focussed our comments on those 
environmental issues within our remit to help with your evidence gathering 
and policy making going forward.  In addition, we subsequently responded 
to Stroud District Council (SDC) on a SEA/HRA Screening Opinion 
consultation, and agreed with their conclusions set out in Appendix 1 of 
the report that a SEA and/or HRA of the Hardwicke NDP was not required. 
 
As indicated in our initial response, we have worked very closely with 
Stroud District Council on their  Emerging Local Plan (ELP), and have 
helped the council produce robust evidence base documents to support those 
allocations being brought forward through the plan (including the Hunts 
Grove development- known as Site Allocation SA4), such as Strategic Flood 
Risk Assessments (Level 1 and 2), a Flood Risk Sequential Test document, 
and the Infrastructure Delivery Plan (IDP).  In addition we have advised 
on policy wording within the plan, of specific relevance, Delivery Policy 
ES4 (Water Resources, Quality, and Flood Risk). 
 
We therefore acknowledge and welcome that it has been recognised 
throughout the NDP that alignment with the ELP is a key requirement, 
together with those of the National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF). 
 
With respect to section 6.2 (Hardwicke NDP General Policies), we have the 
following comments to make: 
 
7.1 (Housing to meet Local Needs) and 7.4 (Protecting the Environment) 
 
We acknowledge the NDP does not propose more development than that 
proposed through ELP, and that any additional housing in the plan area 
will be limited to small scale infilling between existing properties 
within the settlement boundary.  With this in mind we would refer you to 
those comments provided in our initial response, under the heading Flood 
Risk, specifically the following 2 bullet points: 



 
 
 *   ensure that any development in an area at risk of flooding would be 
safe<http://planningguidance.planningportal.gov.uk/blog/guidance/flood-risk-and-
coastal-change/making-development-safe-from-flood-risk/>, 
for its 
lifetime<http://planningguidance.planningportal.gov.uk/blog/guidance/flood-risk-and-
coastal-change/the-exception-test/what-needs-to-be-considered-to-demonstrate-
that-development-will-be-safe-for-its-lifetime/> 
taking account of climate change impacts; 
 *   be able to demonstrate how flood risk to and from the plan area/ 
development site(s) will be managed, so that flood risk will not be 
increased overall, and that opportunities to reduce flood 
risk<http://planningguidance.planningportal.gov.uk/blog/guidance/flood-risk-and-
coastal-change/reducing-the-causes-and-impacts-of-flooding/>, 
for example, through the use of sustainable drainage systems, are 
included in the plan/order. 
 
 
Any new development should be sited outside of Flood Zone 3 (the 'High 
Probability' 1 in 100 year floodplain) and Flood Zone 2 (the 'Medium 
Probability' 1 in 1000 year floodplain), and wherever possible located 
within Flood Zone 1 (the 'Low Probability' area, effectively outside of 
the floodplain). 
 
 
Whilst no further assessment may be necessary at this stage of the plan, 
to inform the deliverability of any additional development sites.   It is 
worth noting regardless of scale, all sites with flood risk issues, need 
to be mindful of the below, at the planning application stage. 
 
We are expecting new climate change allowances to be published this Autumn 
(2015). These are presently in draft but would update the current NPPG 
referenced 'Table 2' September 2013 allowances (see link below). The table 
below is for 'peak river flows' within the Severn River Basin district, 
and for your information at this time in considering the impact upon (and 
of) proposed development and mitigation/resilience measures. ('Table 1' 
Rates of Sea level rise are not changed). 
 
Severn Peak River Flows: Total potential change anticipated 
 2015-39 2040-2069 2070-2115 
Upper end 25% 40% 70% 
Higher central 15% 25% 35% 
Central 10% 20% 25% 

 
Current NPPG allowances September 2013 
1990-2025 2025-2115 
10% 20% 



 
Source: 
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/29696
4/LIT_8496_5306da.pdf 
 
The following table is for 'peak rainfall intensity' allowance in small and urban 
catchments. Please note that surface water (peak rainfall intensity) climate change 
allowances should be discussed with the LLFA. 
 
Peak Rainfall Intensity - Applies across all of England 
 Total potential 

change anticipated 
for 2010-2039 

Total potential 
change anticipated 
for 2040-2059 

Total potential 
change anticipated 
for 2060-2115 

Upper end 10% 20% 40% 
Central 5% 10% 20% 

 
Old allowances (for comparison only) 
1990-2025 2025-2055 2055-85 2085-2100 
5% 10% 20% 30% 

 
 
Note to above: This table shows anticipated changes in extreme rainfall 
intensity in small and urban catchments. The peak rainfall intensity 
ranges are appropriate for small catchments and urban or local drainage 
sites. For river catchments around or over 5 square kilometres, the peak 
river flow allowances in Table 1 are appropriate. 
 
Overall, opportunities for flood risk betterment should be sought in line 
with the policy aims of the NPPF and National Planning Practice Guidance 
(NPPG). For example, the plan provides an opportunity to identify 
watercourse improvements, including the removal of culverts where 
practicable, and should seek opportunities to remove or modify in-stream 
barriers) to enable fish passage in line with the NPPF and the objectives 
of the Water Framework Directive (WFD). 
 
The NDP may, in certain cases, wish to promote/focus on reducing any known 
flooding hotspots, and it can help your area to manage environmental risks 
and improve its resilience to climate change. By highlighting local 
problems and developing polices for land use, you could help your 
community to manage the risk of flooding by providing landscaping to 
manage and store water, and by promoting the use of Sustainable Drainage 
Systems (SuDs). 
 
Water Resources 
 
Deliver Policy ES1 of the ELP (Sustainable Construction and Energy 
Efficiency) sets out the water efficiency measures expected to be 
incorporated for any new residential development and also water efficiency 



techniques to be incorporated within the design of non-residential 
buildings. 
 
 
We therefore support the aim to promote and encourage reuse and recycling 
and to incorporate water conservation techniques including rainwater 
harvesting and grey water recycling, on all new development proposals. 
 
 
Biodiversity 
 
Paragraph 109 of the NPPF recognises that the planning system should aim 
to conserve and enhance the natural and local environment by minimising 
impacts on biodiversity and providing net gains in biodiversity where 
possible, contributing to the Government's commitment to halt the overall 
decline in biodiversity, including by establishing coherent ecological 
networks that are more resilient to current and future pressures. Article 
10 of the Habitats Directive stresses the importance of natural networks 
of linked habitat corridors to allow the movement of species between 
suitable habitats, and promote the expansion of biodiversity. River 
corridors are particularly effective in this way. Such networks and 
corridors may also help wildlife adapt to climate change.' 
 
We would wish to see the safeguarding of all watercourses, including the 
canal corridor, to ensure that they are not detrimentally affected by the 
plan proposals and that sufficient space is retained to allow natural 
floodplain functioning. With this in mind the NDP should consider 
targeting watercourse corridors and their floodplains for open space, with 
an emphasis on making space for nature. 
 
You could identify opportunities for new green spaces or improvements to 
public space through new development. This could include linking open 
spaces to make 'green corridors' for people and wildlife, planting trees, 
or making improvements to local waterways. You could also encourage good 
design to ensure that new development reflects and complements the 
character of the area. 
 
All the above advice and recommendations demonstrates how sustainable 
re-development offers significant opportunities to enhance watercourses 
and improve the Ecosystem services. 
 
In summary, we welcome the above issues have been highlighted within 
section 7.4 of the plan and would also recommend reference to the 
following policies in the ELP: 
 
Core Policy CP14 (High Quality Sustainable Development) 
Delivery Policy ES6 (Providing for Biodiversity and Geodiversity) 
Delivery Policy ES11 (Maintaining, Restoring and Regenerating the 



District's Canal) 
 
In addition many of the other delivery policies within Chapter 6 of the 
plan (Our Environment and Surroundings) have recommendations and 
aspirations to help conserve and enhance the natural environment. 
 
 
I trust the above is of assistance. 
 
Kind regards 
 
Anita 
 
Anita Bolton 
Planning Advisor 
Sustainable Places 
Environment Agency - Shropshire, Herefordshire, Worcestershire and 
Gloucestershire 
 
*    722 4529 (Jabber - 51597) / 02030251597 
* 
anita.bolton@environment-agency.gov.uk<mailto:anita.bolton@environment-
agency.gov.uk> 
/ Team email: 
shwgplanning@environment-agency.gov.uk<mailto:shwgplanning@environment-
agency.gov.uk> 
*   Riversmeet House, Newtown Industrial Estate, Northway Lane, 
Tewkesbury, Gloucestershire, GL20 8JG 
 
 
 
	



Appendix N4:  
Redrow Homes Ltd Response 
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Our Ref: 151015 L JPW0322 SF E-mail: alistair.macdonald@rpsgroup.com 
Your Ref:  Direct Dial: 01454 853000 
  Date: 21

st
 October 2015 

 
 

 
 
 
Hardwicke Parish Council & 
Hardwicke NDP Group 
50 School Lane 
Quedgeley 
Gloucester 
GL2 4WT 

 
 
 
 

Dear Sir/ Madam 
 

 
HARDWICKE NEIGHBOURHOOD DEVELOPMENT PLAN: REPRESENTATION ON 
BEHALF OF REDROW HOMES 

 
 

Introduction 
 
On behalf of our client, Redrow Homes Ltd (Redrow), RPS Planning and Development (RPS) 
write in response to the consultation for the Hardwicke Neighbourhood Development Plan 
(HNDP). This representation is submitted in the context of Redrow’s interest in ‘Land at 
Hardwicke’, which encompasses approximately 59ha of land to the south of Green Lane, 
extending as far south as Pound Lane, as far east as the A38 and with part of the site 
extending beyond Church Lane to the northwest adjacent to the Sellars Farm development. 
The full extent of the land area can be seen on the enclosed Site Location Plan. 
 
Redrow is promoting the land at Hardwicke for a residential led development through the 
Stroud District Local Plan (SDLP) Examination, and the Gloucester, Cheltenham and 
Tewkesbury Joint Core Strategy (GCT JCS) Examination. Neither Plan has been adopted by 
the relevant Authorities and the Objectively Assessed Need for each is yet to be settled. 
 
Redrow has sought legal representation from Counsel in respect of the HNDP and will be 
making representations at all relevant stages of the submission and Examination. Redrow 
reserve the right to make further comment as required with regard to the legal advice sought. 
 
For the reasons outlined in this representation Redrow objects to the HNDP as presented 
and considers that it should not progress to the formal submission stage as currently drafted. 
Redrow further requests that if the HNDP is formally submitted as presented, that the HNDP 
be examined by way of a Hearing and, due to the complexity of the concerns outlined below, 
that Redrow is given an opportunity to participate in the Examination Hearings. 
 
As presented, for the reasons explained within this representation, Redrow considers that the 
draft HNDP does not meet the basic conditions set out by Paragraph 8(2) of Schedule 4B to 
the Town and Country Planning Act 1990 (as modified by the Planning and Compulsory 
Purchase Act 2004) in that: 



 

 

 
1. The HNDP does not have proper regard to national policies and advice contained in 

guidance issued by the Secretary of State (Condition (a)). 
2. The making of the HNDP as presented would not contribute to the achievement of 

sustainable development (Condition (d)). 
3. The making of the HNDP as presented is not in conformity with the strategic policies 

contained in the Development Plan (Condition (e)), which at the time of this 
consultation, is the Stroud District Local Plan (Adopted November 2005). 

 
 
Condition (a): having regard to national policies and advice contained in guidance 
issued by the Secretary of State, it is appropriate to make the order 
 
 
The main relevant Government Guidance in respect of NDPs is contained within the National 
Planning Policy Framework 2012 (NPPF) and the National Planning Practice Guidance 
(NPPG) however written ministerial statements are also relevant. Condition (a)

1
 requires that 

NDPs have regard to national policies and advice. 
 
Redrow considers that the HNDP has failed to have regard to the following key elements of 
the national policy and advice. 
 
 

1. Presumption in favour of Sustainable Development; and to plan positively to 
support local development 
 

At the heart of the NPPF is a presumption in favour of sustainable development, which should 
be seen as a golden thread running through both plan-making and decision taking

2
. There are 

three dimensions to sustainable development: economic, social and environmental. Pursuing 
sustainable development involves seeking positive improvements in the quality of the built, 
natural and historic environment. This includes, but is not limited to: making it easier for jobs 
to be created in cities, towns and villages and; widening the choice of high quality homes

3
. 

 
Paragraphs 16 and 17 of the NPPF make it clear that neighbourhood plans should have a 
positive vision for the future of the area. As stated in Paragraph 069 of the NPPG, NDPs 
must have proper regard the delivery of important national policy objectives, which at its heart 
constitutes a presumption in favour of sustainable development: 
 

A neighbourhood plan or Order must not constrain the delivery of important national 
policy objectives. The National Planning Policy Framework is the main document 
setting out the Government’s planning policies for England and how these are 
expected to be applied.

 4
 

 
Furthermore the NPPG at paragraph 070

5
 states: 

 
Paragraph 16 of the National Planning Policy Framework is clear that those 
producing neighbourhood plans or Orders should support the strategic development 
needs set out in Local Plans, including policies for housing and economic 
development. Qualifying bodies should plan positively to support local development, 
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shaping and directing development in their area that is outside the strategic elements 
of the Local Plan. More specifically paragraph 184 of the National Planning Policy 
Framework states that neighbourhood plans and Orders should not promote less 
development than set out in the Local Plan or undermine its strategic policies. 

 
 
In the case of Hardwicke, Redrow considers that the HNDP has not been prepared positively 
and instead negatively and unjustifiably restricts large swathes of land from development 
through the use of Open Space Designations and the introduction of a ‘Green Wedge’.  
 
The negative approach to the Plan fails to recognise the merits of Hardwicke as an 
appropriate location for future sustainable growth to meet both the current and future needs of 
Gloucester and Stroud, and further fails to positively pursue sustainable development 
including widening the choice of high quality homes. 
 
This is not in the spirit of the NPPF which requires NDPs to ‘proactively drive and support 
sustainable economic development to deliver the homes, business and industrial units, 
infrastructure and thriving local places that the country needs’.  
 
The HNDP therefore fails to have due regard to this fundamental aim of National policy and 
guidance. 
 
 

2. To boost significantly the supply of housing 
 

 
As stated above, a neighbourhood plan or Order must not constrain the delivery of 
important national policy objectives

6
. A key objective of the NPPF is the Government’s 

overarching policy on the importance it attaches to housing delivery. This can be referenced 
in paragraph 47 of the NPPF which places an emphasis to ‘boost significantly the supply 
of housing’. There has been no step away from the importance of significantly boosting the 
supply of housing in recent years and this can be seen within recent ministerial statements. 
 
The effect of the proposed ‘Green Wedge’ and ‘Open Space’ in the draft HNDP is such that 
development would be ruled out on a significant proportion of land in a location that is not 
covered by a statutory Green Belt designation, is not heavily constrained by flood risk, and is 
an area of land that is an entirely appropriate and sustainable location for residential growth.  
 
The policies contained within the draft HNDP are unduly limiting and restrictive of future 
development and do not provide sufficient flexibility for this land area to contribute towards the 
Government’s housing supply objectives. This can be seen not only within the Open Space 
and Green Wedge designations, which are both entirely unjustified, but also within the 
wording of General Policy 1: which prevents any development outside of the settlement 
boundary unless it is ‘necessary for the carrying out of agricultural or woodland activities’. 
This wording is excessively prohibitive and allows for no flexibility to meet the Government’s 
objectives. The policy is more restrictive than countryside policy, or even Green Belt policy, as 
set out in the NPPF. General Policy 1 therefore fails to have regard to national policy. 
 
In addition, it is important to note that neither the replacement SDLP or the GCT JCS have 
been adopted by the relevant Authorities. Similarly the Objectively Assessed Need identified 
in each draft Plan is yet to be settled. Although the site is not currently allocated within the 
respective draft Plans this is not to say that it will not be, or indeed that it will not be 
considered appropriate for development in an early Local Plan review. 
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The ‘many positive characteristics’ of the Land at Hardwicke were recognised by the 
Inspector in November 2004 in his report to Stroud District Local Plan to 2011 Public Local 
Inquiry into Objections. To exclude it from future development would therefore be premature 
to the Local Plan process, would be prejudicial to a future Local Plan review, and would not 
be in the spirit of proactively or positively seeking to achieve sustainable development or the 
strategic needs of the wider area in line with national policy. 
 
 

3. Identification of Local Green Space (in accordance with NPPF) 
 

 
The NPPF provides for a new category of protected land – ‘Local Green Spaces’. This cannot 
be used to prevent development on extensive tracts of land; but it can be used to protect land 
of particular value to the community. This is outlined within paragraph 76 of the NPPF: 
 

76: ‘Local communities through local and neighbourhood plans should be able to 
identify for special protection green areas of particular importance to them. By 
designating land as Local Green Space local communities will be able to rule out new 
development other than in very special circumstances. Identifying land as Local 
Green Space should therefore be consistent with the local planning of sustainable 
development and complement investment in sufficient homes, jobs and other 
essential services. Local Green Spaces should only be designated when a plan is 
prepared or reviewed, and be capable of enduring beyond the end of the plan period.’ 

 
77: The Local Green Space designation will not be appropriate for most green areas 
or open space. The designation should only be used: 

 Where the green space is in reasonably close proximity to the community it 
serves; 

 Where the green area is demonstrably special to a local community and holds a 
particular local significance, for example because of its beauty, historic 
significance, recreational value (including as a playing field), tranquillity or 
richness of its wildlife; and 

 Where the green area concerned is local in character and is not an extensive 
tract of land. 
(RPS Emphasis) 

 
In respect of Local Green Space designations the NPPG states: 
 

Designating any Local Green Space will need to be consistent with local planning for 
sustainable development in the area. In particular, plans must identify sufficient land 
in suitable locations to meet identified development needs and the Local Green 
Space designation should not be used in a way that undermines this aim of plan 
making.

7
 

 
Local Green Spaces may be designated where those spaces are demonstrably 
special to the local community, whether in a village or in a neighbourhood in a town 
or city. 

 
In the draft HNDP, a large area of ‘Green and Open Space’ has been designated to the west 
of Church Lane in the area to the south of the recent Sellars Farm development, which is 
within the area forming part of Redrow’s land interest. In addition, a significant area of land 
has been identified as a ‘Green Wedge’, which constitutes the remaining land area being 
promoted by Redrow. The wording of the HNDP appears to treat these as though they are 
‘Local Green Space Designations’ offering the same level of protection afforded by the NPPF. 
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The HNDP does not, however, provide clear justification for the allocation of these ‘Green and 
Open Space’ instead providing generic commentary. For example: 
 

‘Hardwicke’s Green and Open Spaces (including the Green Wedge) are very 
important to the community as they provide a beautiful and scenic outlook to the 
Parish and give people enjoyment through leisure pursuits. The Plan seeks to 
safeguard green open spaces, as identified on the proposals map, for the benefit of 
the local community’. 
 
 ‘The tranquillity of an area is important for the mental health and physical wellbeing 
and improves quality of life. It is also critical to the rural economy because it is one of 
the main reasons why people are attracted to the area from towns and cities, to ‘get 
away from it all’. Large parts of Hardwicke are shown to demonstrate high levels of 
tranquillity.’ 

 
The HNDP further states that: 
 

‘of particular importance is the undeveloped gap between the Gloucester Urban edge 
and Hardwicke Village. To prevent coalescence of these areas, it will be important to 
retain open land between them thus helping to maintain their separate identified, 
protect their landscape settings and avoid creation of continuous development. The 
village gap (green wedge) will also act to provide a green lung into the urban area’. 

 
Redrow does not consider that the draft HNDP has provided sufficient evidence to support the 
designations and has not explicitly stated how they are demonstrably special to the local 
community. General comments are made on the importance of retaining a rural character 
however this does not justify the protection afforded within the HNDP. 
 
In addition, as referenced above, the HNDP appears to consider the ‘Open Space’ and the 
‘Green Wedge’ collectively which is not a robust approach. There is no evidence to suggest 
how the Open Space and Green Wedge differ or indeed that either designation is necessary 
or justified. 
 
MTC Policy 3 states that development involving the loss of ‘green and open spaces, as 
defined on the proposals map’, will only be permitted in the circumstances set out in sub 
headings a, b and c. The wording of the policy is ambiguous and appears to include both the 
Open Space designation and the Green Wedge. 
 
NPPG Guidance, paragraph 015

8
, states: 

 
There are no hard and fast rules about how big a Local Green Space can be because 
places are different and a degree of judgment will inevitably be needed. However, 
paragraph 77 of the National Planning Policy Framework is clear that Local Green 
Space designation should only be used where the green area concerned is not an 
extensive tract of land. Consequently blanket designation of open countryside 
adjacent to settlements will not be appropriate. In particular, designation should 
not be proposed as a ‘back door’ way to try to achieve what would amount to a 
new area of Green Belt by another name. 
(RPS Emphasis) 
 
Designating any Local Green Space will need to be consistent with local planning for 
sustainable development in the area. In particular, plans must identify sufficient land 
in suitable locations to meet identified development needs and the Local Green 
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Space designation should not be used in a way that undermines this aim of plan 
making.

9
 

 (RPS Emphasis) 
 
In Redrow’s view, both the Open Space designation and the ‘Green Wedge’ constitute 
extensive tracts of land which are not deserving of special protection or designation. There is 
no clear rationale behind protecting such large tracts of land and both appear to have been 
given equal protection which is not a correct or robust approach. This has been confirmed 
within recent NDP Examinations including the Backwell Neighbourhood Plan. 
 
The intention of the HNDP appears to act as a ‘back door’ way to prevent development on the 
land being promoted by Redrow and would amount to a new area of Green Belt by any other 
name. As a result, Redrow does not consider that the HNDP has regard to national guidance 
and has been contrived to stop development on land which is known to be promoted for 
residential development. 
 
 
Condition (d): the making of the order contributes to the achievement of sustainable 
development 
 
 
In addition to the comments already made above, Redrow note that although the HNDP, on 
page 6, recognises the requirement of the HNDP to achieve sustainable development, there 
is no subsequent assessment of how the HNDP endeavours to contribute towards the 
achievement of sustainable development. There is therefore a failure to comply with condition 
(d) of the Act

10
.  

 
The Vision and Strategy of the HNDP makes no reference to achieving sustainable 
development and fails to recognise the three dimensions to it: economic, social and 
environmental. To achieve sustainable development the three roles should be sought jointly 
and simultaneously through the planning system. The blanketing of large tracts of land with 
Green Wedge and Open Space designations goes against the economic role of sustainable 
development: 
 

An economic role - contributing to a strong, responsive and competitive economy by 
ensuring that sufficient land of the right type is available in the right places and at the 
right time to support growth and innovation; and by identifying and coordinating 
development requirements, including the provision of infrastructure; 

 
 
Condition (e): the making of the order is in general conformity with the strategic 
policies contained in the development plan for the area of the authority (or any part of 
that area) 
 
 
The HNDP makes references to the need to conform to the strategic policies of the 
development plan. It fails, however, to name the Development Plan which at the date of this 
consultation is the Stroud District Local Plan (Adopted 2005). This has a Plan period to 2011. 
Numerous references are made to the emerging Stroud District Local Plan, which has a plan 
period to 2031. Whilst Redrow acknowledge that it is proper to have regard to the emerging 
Local Plan, at this time it is not the Plan to which the HNDP must conform. 
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The HNDP states that the Local Plan is ‘quite specific in its role for Hardwicke and its 
emerging sibling community at Hunts Grove’. It states that ‘The Local Plan requires that 
Hardwicke retain its village character and sense of community while east Hardwicke hosts the 
Hunts Grove community that will become the LSC for Hardwicke’. However, the strategic 
policies in the Development Plan, which is the adopted Local Plan, makes no such specific 
reference to the role of Hardwicke.  
 
Reference is made to paragraph 3.39 of the emerging SDC Local Plan, which provides 
guiding principles for the future of the Gloucester Fringe. Reference is made to Hardwicke 
retaining its village character and sense of community whilst promoting strategic growth to 
Hunts Grove. The HNDP has been highly selective in its reference to the emerging SDC and 
has not been comprehensive in its approach to conformity. 
 
In Redrow’s view, the HNDP misinterprets this strategic policy for growth in Hunts Grove and 
translates this into a ‘no development’ policy in the land area to the west of the A38. The 
introduction of the ‘Green Wedge’ is an attempt to prevent any further growth within a location 
in in the Gloucester Fringe which is not in the spirit of Core Policy CP1

11
: 

 
When considering development proposals the Council will take a positive approach 
that reflects the presumption in favour of sustainable development contained in the 
National Planning Policy Framework. It will always work proactively with applicants 
jointly to find solutions which mean that proposals can be approved wherever 
possible, and to secure development that improves the economic, social and 
environmental conditions in the area. 

 
Furthermore, the proposed change to policy CP2

12
, indicates a commitment by Stroud District 

to: 
 

‘give due consideration to the need to assist other local planning authorities in this 
housing market area in meeting their unmet objectively assessed development and 
infrastructure needs, including through an early review of this Local Plan, to ensure 
that any shortfalls that may arise in the delivery of housing and employment growth 
(as identified through the other authority’s local plan process) are provided for in 
sustainable locations.’ 

 
The HNDP, by blanketing ‘Open Space’ and ‘Green Wedge’ designations across a substantial 
tract of land, removes one of the most sustainable and suitable options for residential growth 
to the south of Gloucester and which is not constrained by statutory designations. The HNDP 
has failed to give due consideration to the needs of Gloucester which is not in conformity with 
emerging policy CP2. This can be seen in the wording of Housing Policy 2, which places 
assumptions on where housing development will be located to meet the needs of the District. 
It states that: 
 

‘The housing development at Hunts Grove is expected to meet the full needs for large 
scale housing development in Hardwicke during the Plan period. Additional housing 
in the Plan area will therefore be limited to small scale infilling between existing built 
up areas within the settlement boundary…’ 

 
The above policy does not take account of the housing needs of Gloucester despite the 
location of Hardwicke in the Gloucester Housing Market Area. The policy is not precise, is too 
limiting, and provides no flexibility to adapt to change. The policy therefore is not in conformity 
with the strategic objective of the Local Plan, nor does it have regard to national policy. 
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Moreover, by progressing the HNDP in advance of the adoption of the replacement SDLP, the 
NDP is at risk of becoming imminently out of date by virtue of s38(5) of the Planning and 
Compulsory Purchase Act. 
 
 
Additional Observations 
 
 
In addition to the above, Redrow considers that the wording of Housing Policy 1, and in 
particular 1(e), 1(g) and 1(h), is onerous and is not supported by sufficient justification. A 
minimum of two parking spaces for each dwelling does not have regard to varying sizes in 
households. A requirement for new development to ‘ideally exceed RIBA – the case for space 
(2011)’ is not supported by justified evidence, and removing the ability to include separate or 
rear car ports is overly onerous and again with no justification. 
 
 
Summary/ Conclusions 
 
 
Having considered the content of the proposed draft HNDP Redrow is of the view that the 
HNDP has failed to comply with basic conditions (a), (d) and (e) as set out by Paragraph 8(2) 
of Schedule 4B to the Town and Country Planning Act 1990 (as modified by the Planning and 
Compulsory Purchase Act 2004). The HNDP as presented therefore should not be submitted 
to the Council until the document has been revised and amended to include the following 
modifications: 
 

- The removal of the Open Space Designation on land to the west of Church 
Lane. It has not been demonstrated that this land is demonstrably special and thus is 
not worthy of designation. The HNDP does not confirm with national guidance for 
Local Green Space designation, does not achieve sustainable development, and 
does not conform with the strategic policies of the Development Plan. 

- The removal of the ‘Green Wedge’ designation in its entirety. This policy does not 
conform with the principles of sustainable development; acts as a ‘back door’ way to 
prevent development on large tracts of land; and attempts to impose what would be 
known as ‘Green Belt’ by any other name. This policy does not conform with national 
policy and guidance, or the strategic policies contained within either the adopted 
SDLP or the emerging SDLP. 

- Modifications to the wording of General Policy 1. This policy is inward looking, is 
too limiting, and is not consistent with national guidance. 

- Modifications to the wording of Housing Policy 2. This policy does not conform to 
the strategic objectives of the Development Plan or the emerging SDLP. Recognition 
of the commitment of an early review is required. 

- Modifications to the wording of Housing Policy 3. The wording of policies 1(e), 
1(g) and 1(h) are unnecessarily onerous. 
 

 
Furthermore, Redrow considers that the HNDP is premature to the Local Plan process for 
both the emerging replacement Stroud District Local Plan and the Gloucester, Cheltenham 
and Tewkesbury Joint Core Strategy, and prejudicial to the future early Stroud Local Plan 
Review. 
 
Notwithstanding this objection, Redrow would very much welcome the opportunity to engage 
with the Hardwicke Neighbourhood Development Plan Group and Hardwicke Parish Council 
in respect of the HNDP and the development land being promoted. With this in mind, or if you 



 

 

have any queries on the content of this letter, please do not hesitate to contact the 
undersigned. 
 
In the meantime, I would be grateful if you could acknowledge receipt of this letter and that 
the representation is duly made. 
 

 
 
Yours sincerely 
For RPS 
 

 
Alistair Macdonald 
Director 
 
 
Encs: 
Site Boundary 




