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STRATEGY AND RESOURCES COMMITTEE 
 

26 January 2017 
 

7.00 pm – 10.05 pm 
Council Chamber, Ebley Mill, Stroud 

 
Minutes 

3 
 
Membership: 
Councillor Steve Lydon(Chair) P Councillor Steve Robinson P 
Councillor Doina Cornell (Vice-Chair) P Councillor Mattie Ross P 
Councillor Nigel Cooper P Councillor Tom Skinner P 
Councillor Stephen Davies P Councillor Ken Tucker P 
Councillor Nick Hurst P Councillor Martin Whiteside P 
Councillor Keith Pearson P Councillor Debbie Young P 
Councillor Simon Pickering P   
 
P = Present A = Absent 
 
Other Members in attendance: 
Councillor George Butcher Councillor Norman Kay 
 
Officers Present: 
Chief Executive  
Head of Asset Management 

Property Manager  
Business Project Officer 

Accountancy Manager Democratic Services Officer 
Accountant  
 
The Chief Executive welcomed Dave Perry the Deputy Chief Executive at South 
Gloucestershire Council who will be working with Finance Services. 
 
SRC.037 APOLOGIES 
 
There were no apologies for absence. 
 
SRC.038 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
 
There were no declarations of interest. 
 
SRC.039 MINUTES 
 
RESOLVED To approve as a correct record the Minutes of the meeting 

held on 13 October 2016.  
 
  



2016/17 

Strategy and Resources Committee  Subject to approval at  
26 January 2017  next meeting 

SRC.040 PUBLIC QUESTION TIME 
 
Public questions were received from Julie Wickham, and were answered by Councillor 
Steve Lydon.  The supplementary questions asked would be answered following the 
meeting and published on the Council’s website. 
 
SRC.041 WORK PROGRAMME FOR 2016/17 
 
The provisional meeting scheduled for 2 March 2017 would not take place. 
 
RESOLVED To AGREE the Committee’s Work Programme 2016/17. 
 
SRC.042 MEMBER REPORTS 
 
(a) Performance Monitoring Representatives 
 
A report had been circulated to Members.  Councillor Keith Pearson highlighted a few 
points such as Gossington Depot and Brimscombe Port.  

 
(b) Stroud Concordat 
 
Councillor Simon Pickering apologised for not circulating a written note.  He gave a 
verbal report highlighting issues such as commercial waste, Wallbridge, Christmas 
lights, Salmon Springs tourism and car parking in the district. 
 
(c) Planning Review Panel 
 
A report had been circulated to Members.   
 
(d) Housing and Development Panel 
 
Councillor Steve Lydon updated Committee that the name of the Panel would change to 
Investment and Development Panel. 
 
(e) Member Development Task and Finish Group 

 
A report had been circulated to Members.  
 
SRC.043 FINANCIAL REPORTS 
 
(a)  HOUSING REVENUE ACCOUNT (HRA) BUDGET 2017/18 

 AND MEDIUM TERM FINANCIAL PLAN 2016/17 – 2020/21 
 
Councillor Ross, Chair of Housing Committee, introduced this item.  Housing 
Committee had made recommendations which committee were being asked to consider 
and recommend to Full Council. 
 
During questions from Members the following issues were highlighted: 
 

 Social Housing Pay to Stay – charging market rents to tenants. 

 Guidance on rent increases.  

 Long term plan for payment of debt. 

 Budget and efficiency savings. 
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RECOMMENDED 
TO COUNCIL 

a) (i)  The revised HRA budget for 2016/17 and original HRA 
revenue and capital budgets for 2017/18 are 
approved; 

 
 (ii)   The movements to and from balances and capital 

reserve as detailed in Appendices B and C are 
approved 

 
b) That from 01 April 2017: 

i) Social rents and affordable rents are decreased by 
1% (equivalent to 83p per week at the average rent 
level), as calculated in accordance with legislation. 

ii)  Garage rents are increased by 2% (equivalent to 24p 
per week), as detailed in paragraph 28 and Appendix 
A); 

iii)  Other landlord service charges at general needs 
properties are increased by between 2% and 3%, as 
detailed in paragraph 29 and Appendix A; 

iv)  Landlord service charges at Sheltered Housing 
Schemes are increased by 2% (equivalent to 47p per 
week). As detailed in paragraph 30 and Appendix A. 

 
c) That the Capital Programme for 2016/17 to 2020/21 be 

approved, as detailed in Appendix C. 
 
(b) STRATEGY AND RESOURCES COMMITTEE REVENUE 

ESTIMATES – REVISED 2016/17 AND ORIGINAL 2017/18 
 
The Accountancy Manager presented the report explaining that this forms part of the 
budget setting process for 2017/18. 
 
Members asked questions and debated the report. 
 
RECOMMENDED 
TO COUNCIL 

The estimates set out in the report be considered and 
approved for inclusion in the General Fund Revenue Budget 
2017/18 and Medium Term Financial Plan report to Council 
elsewhere on this agenda. 

 
(c) THE COUNCIL’S CAPITAL PROGRAMME 2017/18 TO 2020/21 
 
The Accountancy Manager presented the report highlighting that it sets out the 
Council’s proposed capital programme for the next 4 years. 
 
During questions from Members the following was discussed: 
 

 Affordable Housing 

 Ebley Mill Hydro scheme 

 Funding for the Canal Project 

 Brimscombe Port 

 The amount of extant planning permissions in the district. 
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RECOMMENDED 
TO COUNCIL 

a) that the capital programme 2017/18 to 2020/21 in 
Appendix A to this report is approved; 
 

b) that the Council’s full capital programme as set out in 
Appendix B is funded by the capital resources shown in 
Appendix C. 

 
(d) THE GENERAL FUND REVENUE BUDGET 2017/18 AND 

MEDIUM TERM FINANCIAL PLAN  
 
The Accountancy Manager presented the report which sets out budget requirements for 
the next 4 years and recommendations for setting of Council Tax in 2017/18. 
 
During questions Members discussed the following: 
 

 Pension Scheme and the Council’s workforce. 

 Multi Service Contract, the cost of collecting food, recyclates and green waste  

 Funding of affordable housing 

 Savings and efficiencies 

 New Homes Bonus 
 
The Chair of Environment Committee was asked to discuss the issues surrounding the 
Multi Service Contract with the Committee. 
 
RECOMMENDED 
TO COUNCIL 

subject to the Government’s final settlement 
announcements): 
a) To approve the service committee estimates as set out in 

Appendices A and B; 
b) To approve the revenue budget proposals for 2017/18 and 

subsequent years as set out in paragraph 23 as part of a 
balanced budget; 

c) To increase the council tax by £5 to £195.65 at Band D, an 
increase of 10p per week for the services provided by 
Stroud District Council; 

d) to approve the updated Medium Term Financial Plan as 
set out in Appendix D; 

to approve the changes to the reserves as set out in 
paragraphs 30 to 34 of the report and Appendix E. 

 
 
SRC.044 STROUD SUBSCRIPTION ROOMS 
 
Councillor Simon Pickering presented the report.  He thanked Members and officers for 
their work so far and thanked the public for taking interest in asking questions and 
getting involved.  He explained how important the building was to Stroud and some of 
the history behind it.  Councillor Pickering is due to step down as Chair of the Task and 
Finish Group and Councillor Jonathan Edmunds would be taking up the spare seat with 
Councillor Doina Cornell taking on the Chair. 
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During questions Members discussed the following: 
 

 The Chair allowed Councillor Kay to speak who asked whether a decision would 
be recommended to Full Council.  Councillor Pickering explained, at this stage it 
was difficult to predict what conclusions the Task and Finish group would 
recommend. 

 The forecourt of the building would be taken into consideration during the project. 

 It should be recognised that there are budget pressures for the Council in 
running the building and there is a need to reach the best solution. 

 
At 9.56 pm a vote was taken to continue the meeting.  This was carried unanimously. 
 
RECOMMENDED 
TO COUNCIL 

Strategy & Resources Committee RESOLVES: 
 

a) That the Task and Finish Group investigates the options 
set out in section 2.0 of this report, for the future use of 
the Subscription Rooms in consultation with other 
stakeholders and in order for the options to be 
investigated in detail, to commence and progress the 
Community Asset Transfer process for the Subscription 
Rooms in line with the timetable at Appendix E to this 
report; 
i requesting expressions of interest in acquiring the 

freehold or leasehold from Community Interest Groups 
and then: 

ii inviting bids for the acquisition of the freehold or 
leasehold interest in the building from community and 
commercial organisations. 

 

 Primary among the groups consultation findings to date, is 
that there should be an additional criteria for assessing future 
options, alongside the originally stated need to improve cost 
effectiveness. Expressed as: 

 “For preference, any solution should not only improve cost 
effectiveness for the public, but also seek to retain its 
availability to the public for cultural use”. 

 

b) To approve the consultation process set out in Appendix 
F of this report. 

 

c) That any bids received and  consultation feedback will be 
reported back to the Community Services and Strategy 
and Resources Committees in late 2017/2018  

 
SRC.045 ASSET REVIEWS  
 
Following a report to this Committee in October 2016, once all satisfactory negotiations 
have concluded the transfer of land to the Town Council would take place.  
 
SRC.046 LEADERSHIP GLOUCESTERSHIRE & DEVOLUTION 
 
The Chief Executive Officer would circulate a report following the meeting. 
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SRC.047 MEMBERS’ QUESTIONS 
 
Questions relating to Council Tax direct debts were submitted by Councillor Debbie 
Young and answered by Councillor Steve Lydon.  Supplementary questions were also 
asked which were answered during the meeting. 
 
The meeting closed at 10.05 pm. 
 
 
 
 
 

Chair 


