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1. Introduction
Contributing to the achievement of sustainable development is a basic condition neighbourhood plans must 

meet if they are to proceed to a referendum.

In order to demonstrate that a draft Neighbourhood Development Plan (NDP) contributes to sustainable 

development, sufficient and proportionate evidence should be presented on how the draft NDP guides 

development to sustainable solutions.

There is no legal requirement for a NDP to have a sustainability appraisal. However an assessment of the draft 

Hardwicke Neighbourhood Development Plan’s (HNDP) contribution towards achieving the sustainability 

objectives set out by the Sustainability Appraisal of the Stroud District Local Plan may be a useful approach 

to demonstrate how the HNDP will contribute towards the achievement of sustainable development. This 

assessment is undertaken within the next section of this report.
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2.  Assessment of the Contribution 
of the Hardwicke Neighbourhood 
Development Plan to the Achievement 
of Sustainable Development

The Basic Conditions Statement submitted with the HNDP demonstrates the Plan’s consistency with the aims of 

the National Planning Policy Framework, which aims to deliver sustainable development. This assessment will 

consider the aims of the HNDP against the key topics listed within the Stroud District Local Plan Sustainability 

Appraisal. The assessment is undertaken in the below table:

Topic Objectives HNDP Response Sustainable 
Impact

Air • Ensure that air quality continues 
to improve.

Policy GEN1 seeks to direct 
development to locations where the 
daily needs of residents can be met 
without the use of the private car, 
reducing car-borne commuting.

Positive

Biodiversity • Create, protect, enhance, restore 
and connect habitats, species 
and/or sites of biodiversity or 
geological interest.

Criterion b) of Policy ENV1; Policy 
ENV3; and Policy HOU4 seek to 
protect and enhance biodiversity 
within the Parish.

Positive

Climate Change 
Mitigation

• Implement energy efficiency 
through building design to 
maximise the re-use of land 
and buildings, recycle building 
materials and use renewable 
sources of energy.

• Implement strategies that help 
mitigate global warming and 
adapt to unavoidable climate 
change within the District.

Criterion d) of Policy GEN3 requires 
new developments to utilise modern 
construction techniques to reduce 
energy, heat and water consumption.

Positive

Community and 
Wellbeing

• Meet the challenge of a growing 
and ageing population

Policy HOU3 requires new housing 
developments to provide a mix of 
dwelling types and sizes to meet 
the needs of current and future 
households of Hardwicke.

Positive

• Encourage social inclusion, 
equity, the promotion of equality 
and a respect for diversity.

Policy ISF1 seeks to protect existing 
community facilities. Hunts Grove will 
also deliver additional services and 
facilities to meet the needs of the local 
community.

• Maintain and improve the 
community’s health with 
accessible healthcare for 
residents.
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Topic Objectives HNDP Response Sustainable 
Impact

• Increase levels of physical activity, 
especially among the young.

The enhancement of recreational 
routes is sought by Policy GEN2 and 
Policy MTC3. Policy MTC1 also seeks 
to enhance the leisure value of the 
Gloucester Sharpness Canal.

• Reduce crime and anti-social 
behaviour.

Criterion e) of Policy GEN3 requires 
new developments to address crime 
prevention and community safety.

• Provide access to the countryside 
and appropriate land for leisure 
and recreation use.

Policy GEN3 seeks to improve access 
to the countryside.

Economy and 
Employment

• Support a strong, diverse, vibrant 
and sustainable local economy 
to foster balanced economic 
growth.

The needs of local businesses are 
met by Policy EC1, which provides 
sufficient land for the anticipated 
growth of businesses within the 
Parish over the Plan period. Moreover, 
the Hunts Grove allocation, through 
the Stroud District Local Plan, has 
provided additional employment land 
within the Parish.

Neutral

• Develop the local economy 
within its environmental limits.

• Maintain and enhance 
employment opportunities 
within the District to meet both 
current and future needs.

Housing • Provide affordable and decent 
housing to meet local needs.

Policy HOU2 seeks for new homes 
to be visually attractive as a result of 
good architecture and appropriate 
landscaping. Policy HOU3 requires 
new housing developments to 
provide a mix of dwelling types and 
sizes to meet the needs of current and 
future households of Hardwicke.

Neutral

Landscape and 
Heritage

• Reinforce local distinctiveness, 
local environmental quality 
and amenity through the 
conservation and enhancement 
of the built and cultural heritage.

Criterion b) of Policy GEN1; 
Policy GEN3; criteria b), c), d) 
and e) of Policy HOU1; Policy 
MTC2; and Policy ENV1 require 
new developments to be suitably 
designed so that they are in-keeping 
with the existing character of the 
Parish, preserve key open spaces, 
and are sympathetic in scale to the 
neighbouring built form.

Positive

• Conserve and enhance 
landscapes and townscapes.
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Topic Objectives HNDP Response Sustainable 
Impact

Soil • Protect and enhance soil quality. The HNDP is not allocating land 
for development; as such there 
will be no change in soil quality. 
Nevertheless, criterion e) of Policy 
ENV1 requires developers to take into 
account the best and most versatile 
agricultural land when planning new 
developments.

Neutral

Transport and 
Accessibility

• Promote traffic reduction and 
encourage more sustainable 
alternative forms of transport.

Policy GEN1 seeks to direct 
development to locations where the 
daily needs of residents can be met 
without the use of the private car, 
reducing car-borne commuting. 

Positive

• Restore, manage and promote 
the canal towpaths as part of the 
transport infrastructure.

Policy MTC1 seeks to enhance the 
recreational, environmental and leisure 
value of the Gloucester Sharpness 
Canal.

Waste • Minimise the amount of waste 
produced, maximise the amount 
that is reused or recycled, and 
seek to recover energy from the 
largest proportion of the residual 
material.

N/A Neutral

Water (including flood 
risk)

• Maintain and enhance the quality 
and quantity of ground and 
surface waters.

Positive

• Manage and reduce the risk of 
flooding in new and existing 
development.

Criterion d) of Policy ENV1 requires 
new developments to provide and 
maintain effective Sustainable Urban 
Drainage Systems.


