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1  Introduction

1.1  Background

1.1.1   The National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF) (2012) highlights the need to consider the 

environment (including landscape) within the planning process. 

1.1.2   Landscape provides a framework for people to think about what gives their area its ‘sense of place’.

1.1.3   The Landscape Character Assessment Guidance for England and Scotland, 2002 “Landscape 

character assessment is a tool to help understand what the landscape is like today, how it has 

come to be like that, and how it may change in the future. Its role is to help ensure that change 

and development does not undermine whatever is characteristic or valued about any particular 

landscape.” 

1.2  Hardwicke Landscape Character Assessment Overview

 Map 1 – Hardwicke Location and Context

1.2.1   Classed as part of the Rolling Agricultural Plain in the Stroud Landscape Assessment Hardwicke is 

a small Parish in Gloucestershire nestled in the plain between the River Severn and the Cotswold 

AONB. 

1.2.2   Positioned at the fringe of South Gloucester the residential area forms the urban edge of 

Gloucester. The rural area is characterised by open flat plain with established, small woodlands, 

mature hedgerow and occasional orchards. Land use is a mix of arable and pasture with a large to 

medium scale field pattern. 

1.2.3   Traversed north-south by the Gloucester-Sharpness canal and the A38 the M5 runs adjacent to the 

area. 

1.2.4   The land is enclosed on the west by local hills and associated slopes that lead down to the canal. 

The north boundary is defined by Dimore Brook and well-defined field boundaries in the east. The 
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distant escarpment in the east provides a level of enclosure with the remaining boundary being 

defined by Beaurepair Brook. The Cotswold escarpment in the east and River Severn in the west 

provide definition, orientation and sense of place. 

1.2.5   The land has a relatively flat and gently undulating topography with gentle slopes to the small 

hills west of the Canal. The remaining low-lying nature unifies the surrounding areas of similar 

character. It also enables the tower of its Mediaeval Church, the focal point of the Parish, to be seen 

extensively throughout. 

1.2.6   Land use is a mix of arable and pasture. Large to medium fields are well-defined regular shapes 

making them visible from the escarpment. There are many small woods, usually around farms 

supplemented by individual trees scattered throughout the Parish, oak being one of the most 

common. Several small orchards hint at the strong orchard heritage. Enclosures are mainly 

hedgerow some of which are protected. Open views across the Cotswold escarpment are plentiful. 

1.2.7   Outside the urban fringe area several farmsteads and small clusters of houses form settlements 

throughout. The rural area of the Parish has the listed grade I Medieval Parish church at its centre 

with thirty one grade II listed buildings and heritage monuments around the area. The original RAF 

Quedgeley base, an important part of the local heritage, is now a commercial and residential area. 

1.2.8  Red brick, stone and thatch are common building material. Types vary from small cottages, old 

farmhouses and outbuildings to modern townhouses usually aptly located in their urban or rural 

environs. 

1.2.9  Some older farm buildings and barns have been modernised in keeping with the characteristics 

of the area. Unfortunately imposed modern developments outside the development boundary 

sometimes bear little relationship to the traditional layout and materials. 

1.2.10  A major transport link between the M5 Junction 12 and Gloucester/Forest of Dean passes north/

south through the parish dissecting the area into east and west. Most of the lanes in the rural area 

are small and enclosed by high hedgerows and often with deep drainage brooks alongside. 

1.2.11  Small historical settlements, farmsteads, lanes, uniform shape fields and enclosures give the urban 

area a strong sense of belonging and identity. The older part of the urban area manages to retain 

these characteristics with open space designs, grass verges and trees scattered within the area. 

Unfortunately these characteristics are potentially diluted with newer developments tending 

towards modern designs and practices, threatening the very nature of the parish. 

1.2.12  Recent permitted developments outside the Village Development Boundary are set to more than 

double the size of the urban area by 2031. This loss of landscape is set to add further pressure 

on the traditional character of Hardwicke. At the moment Hardwicke has a fine balance of urban 

fringe and rural countryside. Further loss would risk tipping the balance in favour of the urban 

fringe with potential to irrevocably change the character and culture of Hardwicke.

1.2.13  This Landscape Character Assessment sets out to identify and record details of the various 

landscape characteristics in Hardwicke with a view to enabling future development to reflect and 

build on the current character of the Hardwicke Parish. 
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2  Methodology
2.1  The aim of the assessment is to identify and record the physical attributes that give Hardwicke 

Parish its character. This will form part of the evidence for the Neighbourhood Development Plan, 

inform the definition of policies in the plan and provide a reference for use in future planning 

applications. 

2.2  The Gloucestershire Rural Community Council (GRCC) template for landscape character 

assessments (see appendix A) was adapted for the use of this LCA. The following characteristics 

were assessed as a starting reference. These were adapted as necessary to fit the requirement of 

the particular assessment. 

•  Layout – this gives a general layout and orientation of the area being assessed

•  Topography – this sets out the physical appearance of the natural features of an area of land, 

especially the shape of its surface

•  Spaces – this identifies and describe open spaces within the area. It cross refers to the spaces 

identified in the Open Space Assessment for completeness 

•  Roads, streets and routes - this identifies the main transport routes through the area

•  Green and Natural Features - this describes the natural features of the area 

•  Landmarks and distinctive features – this identifies major features and landmarks that stand 

out in the area 

•  Buildings & materials – this describes the general characteristics of buildings in the area and 

the materials used. It is a generalised description to provide an indication of the characteristics 

of buildings and surroundings in the area. The entry usually includes 

• Building styles – size (small, medium, large), No storeys, type (terraced, semi-detached, 

detached, bungalow, apartments, mobile home, etc) 

• Materials – external material (eg. brick, stone, render), decorative exterior and cladding 

(eg. wood, tile, etc)

• Roofline – chimney, type of roof (eg. open gable end, half hip, etc)

• Windows – type of windows (eg. casement, Georgian style, bay, etc)  

• Gardens – size of front and rear gardens (none, small, medium, large)

• Parking – type of parking available (eg. off-road parking (generally front drive), separate 

garage space, etc)

• Pavements – coverage and condition

• Verges – existence and type, material (eg. grass, grass with trees, etc)

• Fencing – type of boundary marking (eg. open plan, walls, etc) 

• Feeling – how open the area feels (eg. open, enclosed, partially enclosed, etc)

• Listed buildings and heritage features – identifies any listed buildings and items in the area. It 

also identifies artefacts important to Hardwicke’s heritage (eg. Millennium Stone, Old School 

House, etc)

• Landscape – this describes the physical attributes of the area in terms of grassland, woodland, 

water and views 
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• Character assessment summary – this is a short summary of the findings. This is used for major 

areas only, not for the sub-areas. 

2.3  Appendix B contains the guidelines used in the assessment and how they were applied. 

2.4  A number of documents and sources of information was used to perform a desk study of the 

Hardwicke landscape. Initial common features were used to identify areas of common character. 

The desk study was supplemented with field studies to the areas to build on the information. 

2.5  The study identified a wide diversity of characteristics in Hardwicke Parish. These diverse 

characteristics manifested themselves in relatively discrete areas (see map 2)

• Rural Hardwicke – wholly rural in character and contains the historical roots of the Parish 

• Urban Hardwicke – mainly post 1960’s developments but includes small elements of the original 

Hardwicke village enveloped by the developments 

• East Hardwicke – location of Hunts Grove development, the commercial sector and farmland 

committed for development through to 2031.

2.6  This LCA applies this methodology to each of the areas. 

Map 2 – Functional Areas of Hardwicke for the LCA
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3  Urban Hardwicke 

3.1  Overview

3.1.1  Pre 1960 Hardwicke consisted of isolated farmsteads, the original settlement around the Parish 

church and individual houses built along the main routes such as the Bristol Road, Church Lane, 

Pound Lane, Sellars Road, Elmgrove Road East and West. The Northern part of the Parish was open 

fields around Dimore Brook that forms the north boundary of the Parish. 

3.1.2  The urban area has been the centre of development in Hardwicke since the 1960’s and continues 

to be the population centre of the Parish. The urban area roughly reflects the current Village 

Development Boundary except the Sellars Bridge development that was built outside the 

boundary in 2015. 

3.1.3  Each of these post 1960 developments reflected the needs and design of its time. As a result there 

are differences in the characteristics of areas built in the 1960/70’s to those built in 2015/16 for 

example. For this reason the buildings and materials section of the urban area assessment has 

been further split into smaller areas that reflect common characteristics. 

 Map 3a – Hardwicke Parish – Urban Location
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 Map 3b – Hardwicke Parish – Urban Location

3.2  Layout

3.2.1  Most of the Hardwicke population is concentrated in the residential area in the north of the Parish. 

3.2.2  Approximately 200 acres, the area is bounded by Dimore Brook in the north, Gloucester-Sharpness 

canal in the West, Green Lane in the South and the B4008 Bristol Road in the East. 

3.2.3  The urban area has a number of developments reflecting the period in which they were built 

lending itself to assess common types of development design together.

• Dales Wharf Area 

• Overbrook Road area

• Springfield Road area

• Original Hardwicke

•  Westland Road area

•  Sellars Bridge area
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 Map 4– Development Areas in Urban Hardwicke

3.3  Topography 

3.3.1  The ground is mainly flat with local undulations. A gentle slope runs SW to NE towards Dimore 

Brooke that provides the main drainage for the developed area. The Gloucester-Sharpness canal 

and Dimore Brook are the main natural features of the area. 

3.4  Spaces

3.4.1  The main open spaces are shown in map 5. Areas marked in red are assessed as part of the NDP 

Open Spaces Assessment, areas marked in green are assessed below.  

 

 Map 5 - Open Spaces in Urban Hardwicke
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3.4.2  The following spaces are recommended for inclusion in the NDP by the Hardwicke Parish Open 

Spaces Assessment

• Area 2 - Hardwicke playing fields as Local Green space 

• Area 5 - Area surrounding the village pond as Local Green Space

•  Area 14 - The open space between Oak Tree Close and St Nicholas Court as Open Space of 

Importance to the Hardwicke Community 

•  Area 16 – the open space at Dales Wharf promenade and surrounding green space as Local 

Green space

•  Area 17 – the open space around Dimore Brook, known as the Dimore Brook corridor, Local 

Green Space 

•  Area 18 - space at the centre of the Dales Wharf development as Open Space Important to 

the Hardwicke Community 

•  Area 19 - open space alongside Dimore Brook between wharf area and Fishers Bridge as 

Open Space Important to the Hardwicke Community

•  Area 21 - space at the end of Dimore Close as Open Space of Significant Importance to the 

Hardwicke Community 

•  Area 22 - the triangular open space between Dales Wharf promenade and the Dimore Brook 

crossing as Local Green Space 

•  Area 24 - the open space between Ashgrove Close and Springfield as Open Space Significantly 

Important to the Hardwicke Community

3.4.3  Area 13 – Area East of B4008 behind Old Police Station was evaluate by the Open Spaces 

Assessment and was not recommended for designation in the NDP. 

3.4.4  The open space between Dimore Close and Westbourne Drive is a maintained grass area and verge 

with several mature trees. The metalled part of the open area is a car park owned by the business 

in the commercial building on Westbourne Drive. It also provides an open space walkthrough 

between Westbourne Drive and Dimore Close and is used as a main walkthrough between the 

school area and Dales Wharf area as it avoids busy main roads. 

 

 Map 6 – Open Space Details
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3.4.5  The triangular shape space adjacent to Oak Tree Close is a maintained grass extended verge area 

with a bush. 

3.4.6  The open space off Westbourne Drive at the rear of houses in Poplar Way is a maintained grass area 

and verge with a row of mature trees. It provides an open space walkthrough between the school 

area and Dimore Close and is used extensively at school opening and closing times.

3.4.7  The open space between Oak Tree Close and Hardwicke playing fields forms an open walkway 

with a row of mature Oak trees. The space was assessed in the Open Space Assessment under area 

20 but was not recommended for inclusion in the NDP as designated Open Space.

3.4.8   The open space in The Plantation adjacent to Green Lane is a maintained grass area with a small 

play area and hedgerow alongside the public path

3.4.9  The verges between the Village Pond and Village Hall adjacent to the recreation fields were 

assessed as open space in the Open Space Assessment under area 15, but were not recommended 

for inclusion in the NDP as designated Open Space.

3.4.10  The space east of School Lane between Sunnyfield Road and Dimore Brook consists of a small 

grass verge leading from the pavement to a large berm running along its length covered in mature 

trees and hedgerow. There is a small amount of open grassland leading onto the back gardens. 

The area provides continuity of area 17 identified in the Open Spaces Assessment.

3.4.11  There are numerous open spaces around the Overbrook Road area, most are dedicated parking 

areas with mature trees maintaining the natural theme. 

3.4.12  The triangular shaped space off Springfield is a maintained grass area and verge with 2 mature 

trees whilst the rectangular shaped space off Springfield is a similar maintained grass area and 

verge. 

3.4.13  The open space adjacent to the Pilot Inn car park is approximately 4 acres. The north-east area 

forms the attenuation pond for the Sellars Road development. The south–West section was used 

to graze various animals until recently. It is now open grassland. 

3.4.14  Sellars Bridge is a recent development completed in 2016. The north section of the large open 

space running along the west side of the development hosts an open adventure play area. The 

remainder is open grassland planned for use as public open space and kick-about area. 

3.4.15  The East side of the development has a wide stretch of open grassland running along the hedgerow 

bordering Sellars Road between the attenuation pond and the Calnee House border providing an 

important wildlife corridor between the Dales Wharf area and the open countryside. 

3.4.16  The open space on the opposite side of the main access road is maintained grass verge. 
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 Map 7 – Open Space Details for Sellars Bridge

3.5  Roads, streets and routes 

3.5.1  The main access routes are shown in red on the map, residential access routes are shown in blue. 

3.5.2  The only access over the Gloucester–Sharpness canal in the Parish is over the bridge at Sellars 

Bridge. This provides access to the west of Hardwicke and through to the Severnside area including 

Longney. In the opposite direction the route continues down School Lane to join Field Court Drive 

at Fishers Bridge providing access to the main A38 via the B4008. 

 Map 8 - Routes in Urban Hardwicke
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3.5.3  Green Lane and Sellars Road provides access to the southern part of the area. Green Lane provides 

access via the A38 direct whilst Sellars Road connects Green Lane to the Sellars Bridge area and 

School Lane. Westland Road, Westbourne Road and Overbrook Road connects Sellars Road to 

Field Court Drive providing access through the centre of the area. 

3.5.4  The remaining roads provide access throughout the residential area. 

3.5.5  The canal runs along the west side of the area providing the possibility of alternative means of 

transport if required but access is mainly from the west bank. 

3.5.6  The developments have removed the continuity of footpaths in the area however three remain 

recognised on OS maps appearing as green dotted lines on the map. They are 

•  Path between end of Elmgrove Road East and Dimore Close. 

•  Path adjacent to the school grounds between Green Lane and the path running alongside the 

front of the school.

•  Path running alongside the recreational field and the school playing field.

3.5.7  The Glevum Way is a 24mile route around the outskirts of the City of Gloucester. It was devised by 

the Gloucester Ramblers Group as part of the Ramblers Association Diamond Jubilee celebrations. 

The path enters this area at Sellars Bridge before heading up Sellars Road, into Westland Road, right 

into Orchard Close before picking up the footpath running alongside the school 

 

 Map 9 – Glevum Way

3.5.8  The roads and footpaths are well maintained and fully accessible in this area. 
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3.6  Green and Natural Features 

3.6.1  Being an urban environment views in and out of the area is limited. The promenade area at Dales 

Wharf provides views along the canal and countryside beyond it. There are also views out over 

the canal from the Sellars Road area and the Pilot Inn sits alongside the canal itself providing an 

elevated view of the canal around Sellars Bridge. This is a popular viewing point for vessels passing 

through the area including the tall ships on their way to Gloucester Docks Tall Ship Festival held 

every other year. 

3.6.2  There are views of the Cotswold escarpment from the open areas around the playing fields and 

school area looking SSE/SE There are also occasional views of the Cotswold escarpment along 

parts of the B4008 between buildings

3.6.3  A view of the wooded areas beyond the canal from Westland Road has been obscured by the 

Sellars Bridge development. This an example of a view that provided a feeling of open space 

being obscured by a new development. Better positioning of the development details could have 

retained, or even enhanced, the effect instead of obscuring it. This is an example whereby sensitive 

planning details can help maintain the character of the area by preserving key ‘gap’ vistas. 

3.6.4  The land naturally drains toward Dimore Brook. The area around the brook itself at its north west 

end beyond Fishers Bridge is a flood risk level 2. 

3.6.5  Despite being an urban environment the plentiful open areas and green spaces combine with 

substantial hedgerows provide a thriving environment for wildlife. Continuity through the area is 

enhanced by the use of naturally occurring and manufactured wildlife corridors across the area.

3.6.6  Mature trees are plentiful in the area and form an important part of the character of the area. As 

well as numerous single trees throughout the area there are groups or woods in the area 

•  A row of mature trees alongside the School Lane /Sellars Road roundabout 

• A small wood and shrub-land in the triangular space on the north most point of the area 

between Dimore Brook and the canal. 

•  A row of Oak trees in the space between Oak Tree Close and the recreation field

•  Orchard at south most point adjacent to B4008

•  Trees and hedgerow along the Dimore Brook corridor 

3.7  Details and distinctive features 

3.7.1  The canal and Dimore Brook corridor are the most distinctive features in the north of the area, the 

Pilot Inn, the wharf area and the attenuation pond off Sellars Bridge being the main landmarks. 

3.7.2  The original Post Office building (currently a nursery) is a well known building in the central area. 

The recently opened One Stop shop developed what was a public house for a considerable 

amount of time is part of the Hardwicke heritage. 

3.7.3  The village pond, the commercial buildings in Westbourne Drive and Hardwicke Parochial School 

are landmark features in the south side of the area. 
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3.8  Buildings & materials 

3.8.1  This aspect of a landscape has an enormous influence on the character of an area. As explained 

earlier the urban area of Hardwicke has developed over a number of years. As each development 

design was of its era then this element of the LCA had the largest variation. For this reason the 

buildings and materials of each sub-area identified in paragraph 3.2.

 Map 10 – Hardwicke Urban Breakdown

3.8.2  Dales Wharf Area 

3.8.2.1  The area has a balance of buildings mainly of medium and large detached, or small and medium 

semi-detached with some small terraced and offset terraced dwellings and apartments. Buildings 

in the area are all two storey
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 Map 11 – Dales Wharf Area Details

3.8.2.2  Building materials are mainly dark or light red brick or rendered though Antique brick and Cotswold 

stone are not uncommon. All buildings have some form of decorative stonework on them. Most 

roofs are open gable ends with quite a few gable-end intersecting additions, though there are 

some hip roofs and dormer frontages. There is a mix of houses with and without chimneys. 

3.8.2.3  Fenestration is mainly casement with some PVCu bay windows, a few Georgian style and bay 

windows. Most have small front gardens though it is not uncommon to have no front garden at all. 

Rear gardens are usually small or medium in size. Parking is mostly off-road and dedicated separate 

garages but there are a number of on-road dedicated parking areas. 

3.8.2.4  Pavements are plentiful and well maintained but there are also pedestrian shared areas around 

smaller cul-de-sacs. Verges can be found around most areas often separating pavements from the 

road. 

3.8.2.5  The area is generally open plan with fencing, walls and hedges defining rear boundaries though 

there are one or two railings. 

3.8.2.6  The general feel of the area is open and spacious though some smaller cul-de-sacs could be seen 

to project a more enclosed town style development. 
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3.8.3  Overbrook Road 

 
 Map 12– Overbrook Road Area Details

3.8.3.1  Two storey small offset terraced and semi-detached dwellings dominate the area but there are 

some apartments. Sunnyfield Road has a mix of semi-detached and detached bungalows and 

Westbourne Drive has a small number of terraced bungalows.

3.8.3.2   Dark or light red brick or rendered is the preferred material though Antique brick is common and a 

few pure red brick can be found. Most roofs are open gable ends with some gable end intersecting 

additions. Saltbox roofs break up the otherwise uniform roofline. There are no chimneys in the main 

area but all buildings in Sunnyfield Road have chimneys. Interlocking tiles are used throughout. 

3.8.3.3  Casement windows are used throughout but there are a number of PVCu bay windows and a 

scattering of Georgian style. Most have small front and rear gardens though many have medium 

front and rear gardens. Off-road is the most commonly used parking but there are plentiful 

dedicated and non-dedicated on-road parking areas around the area, some of which appear to be 

rarely used. 

3.8.3.4  There are well-maintained pavements throughout the development with several verges. The area 

is open plan design with fencing, walls and hedges being the preferred boundary definers. Mature 

trees are scattered throughout the area giving a general feel of an open and spacious area. 
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3.8.3.5  Pinewood Road is a later addition to the area built at the same time as Quedgeley was developed. 

It consists of small semi-detached two storey houses in red brick, antique brick or half rendered 

styles. The front and rear gardens give an open feel with garage and/or off road parking. Mainly 

open gable roofs tend to be Interlocking tiles but there are some of intersecting gable end 

construction. All are casement windows. 

3.8.4	 	Springfield	Road	

3.8.4.1  Buildings in the area are predominantly small offset terrace houses and small terraced bungalows 

(mostly in Hilyard Close). The remainder are a mix of small terraced houses, small and medium 

semi-detached houses and medium and large detached houses. All houses are two storey. 

 

 Map 13 – Springfield Area Details

3.8.4.2  Light red brick or rendered is the preferred material though antique brick is common and there are 

a few red brick, dark mottled red, rendered and concrete buildings.

3.8.4.3  Nearly all roofs are open gable ends with some gable end intersecting additions, overlaid hip and 

cross hip roof types. There are a few chimneys in the main area and Interlocking tiles are used 

throughout. 

3.8.4.4  Casement windows are used throughout but there are a number of PVCu bay windows and a 

scattering of Georgian style. Most have small front and rear gardens though many have medium 

front gardens and a few have medium or large rear gardens.

3.8.4.5  Off-road is the most commonly used parking but there are a few dedicated on-road parking areas 

around the area. 
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3.8.4.6  There are well-maintained pavements throughout the development with several verges. The area 

is open plan design with fencing, hedges and a few railings being the preferred boundary definers. 

Mature trees are scattered through the area giving a general feel of an open and spacious area. 

3.8.5  Original Hardwicke

3.8.5.1  This area was part of rural Hardwicke before the 1960 developments so its characteristics reflect 

rural Hardwicke rather than the urban area in which they are encapsulated. Buildings are more 

individual and tend to be set in large spaces that manifest itself in large gardens that enhance the 

open feel of this area. 

3.8.5.2  Large two storey detached dwellings is the most common type in this area with several medium 

semi-detached houses and detached large bungalows mainly concentrated in the Elmgrove 

Road East and West and Sellars road area. Elmgrove East and Green Lane have some large semi-

detached houses and medium sized bungalows in. There are commercial buildings on Elmgrove 

East (Nursery) and B4008 (One Stop shop). 

3.8.5.3  Most roofs are open gable ends with cross hip style gable end additions but intersecting hip style 

gable end additions are common, There are a few hip and valley and pure hip configurations. Most 

buildings have chimneys and Interlocking tiles are used throughout. 

3.8.5.4  Casement windows are used throughout but there are a large number of PVCu Georgian style. 

There are a few Georgian and dormer windows in Elmgrove Road and the B4008 area. 

3.8.5.5  A major characteristic of this area is the dominance of large front and rear gardens associated 

with older dwellings. The smaller gardens are concentrated in the area of B4008 and Green Lane. 

Off-road is the most commonly used parking but there are plentiful garages separate from the 

buildings. There is a commercial car park around the One-Stop Shop for customer use only. 

 

 Map 14 – Original Hardwicke Area Details
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3.8.5.6  There are no pavements in Sellars Road around the area of the Pilot, Elmgrove Road West and Green 

Lane areas. The remainder have well maintained pavements on at least one side with generous 

verges on the other. Hedges, fencing and walls are the preferred boundary markers but there are 

also a few railings used. 

3.8.5.7  Being part of older Hardwicke the area emits a feel of openness and space however the mature 

trees along part of Green Lane does give that area a more enclosed feel. 

3.8.6  Westland Road area

3.8.6.1  The Westland Road area covers the south part of the residential area of Hardwicke. It consists of 

several developments that were built at various times in between the 1960’s and the Millenium. 

The area also covers Hardwicke Parochial School and Hardwicke Village Hall. Whilst relatively dense 

most of the area has an open feel to it due to the amount of green space, trees and open planning. 

The exception is The Plantation whose design is more akin to town house giving a contrasting 

enclosed feel to the remainder of area. 

 

 Map 15 – Westland Road Area Details

3.8.6.2  Medium size detached and semi-detached dwellings is the most common type in this area with 

several small semi-detached dwellings. There are some large detached houses concentrated 

in Ashgrove Close, the Plantation and Cornfield Drive areas. The remainder are a mix of small 

detached and small terraced and offset terraced dwellings. All are two storey. The exception is the 

sheltered facilities at Lloyd–Baker Court and St Nicholas Court adjacent to Cornfield Drive (marked 

in blue on map). Details of these facilities are covered separately below. 
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3.8.6.3  Most common material for the buildings is light or dark mottled red brick with several rendered 

or antique brick finishes. A high percentage has cladding, tile cladding being he most common 

followed by PVCu cladding. 

3.8.6.4  Virtually all the roofs are open gable ends with several of them being of intersecting hip with gable 

end. Interlocking tiles are used throughout with a 50/50 mix of chimneys. 

3.8.6.5  Casement windows are used throughout but there are a fair number of PVCu Georgian style, 

bay style and dormer style windows. A number of buildings in Cornfield Drive, Barley Close and 

Ploughmans Way have extended front windows. 

3.8.6.6  The vast majority of the dwellings have small front gardens though there are several medium size 

gardens. The exception is the plantation where most of the dwellings have no front gardens and 

a few houses have a communal front area. This pattern is repeated for rear gardens except the 

Plantation have small rear gardens. 

3.8.6.7  The most common parking is off road but Cornfield Drive, Ashgrove Close and the Plantation 

have separate garages. Westbourne Stores has a parking area for several cars outside its building. 

Hardwicke and Quedgeley Chiropractic Practice has a car parking area for approximately and the 

in Westbourne Road. 

3.8.6.8  All areas have pavements except the Plantation and Cornfield Drive has only partial pavements. 

3.8.6.9  Verges are common throughout the area often hosting small trees and sometimes separating the 

pavement from the road. Much of the area is open plan but hedges are also popular as a boundary 

marker. Fencing and walls are also used. 

3.8.6.10  Sheltered Community 

3.8.6.11  This area hosts the only accommodation dedicated to the elderly in Hardwicke. The sheltered 

accommodation in Hardwicke consists of a dedicated site of 2 parts.

•  Lloyd Baker Court - a number of independent living units designed for elderly occupation. 

•  St Nicholas Court – a managed sheltered accommodation consisting of 4 buildings with an 

interconnecting community area.
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3.8.6.12  St Nicholas Court

3.8.6.12.1  St Nicholas Court is a single storey building with a detached two storey house for the manager. 

Individual units are offset terraced form. Buildings are of light red mottled brick, The roofline has 

no chimneys, have gable ends except for a single hip/dormer end roof. All have interlocking tiles.

3.8.6.12.2  The buildings have casement windows and are surrounded by communal space of maintained 

grass with a number of mature trees. Some units have small front and rear gardens. A Community 

car park is set at the front. There are pavements throughout the open plan complex with boundaries 

marked with ornamental hedges. The area has an open feel fitting in with the surrounding area. 

3.8.6.13  Lloyd Baker Court 

3.8.6.13.1  This part of the site consists of small privately owned single story offset terraced bungalows with 

interlocking hip dormer style front porches. Buildings are of light red mottled brick. The roofline 

has no chimneys and each terrace has hip ends,. Tiles are interlocking. 
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3.8.6.13.2  Each unit has a small rear garden but no front garden. Dedicated community parking is available 

at the front giving an open plan feel to the space. The boundaries are of wall and railings. 

3.8.7  Sellars Bridge area

3.8.7.1  The 20 acre area is a new development consisting of 176 dwellings built outside the Parish 

Development Area. 

 

 Map 16 – Sellars Bridge Area Details

3.8.7.2  Two storey medium size detached and semi-detached dwellings is the most common dwelling 

type in this development with several small semi-detached and detached dwellings. There are 

several 3-storey apartment blocks with the remainder being small terraced dwellings.

3.8.7.3  Most common material for the buildings is light or dark red brick with several rendered or antique 

brick finishes. Several have wood or slate cladding.
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3.8.7.4  Virtually all the roofs are open gable ends with several intersecting hip with gable front end and 

cross gable end frontage. There are a few half hip and a full hip roof in the development. Several 

of the roofs have exclusive decorative additions. Slate is used throughout except for one or two 

exceptions where Interlocking tiles are used. 

3.8.7.5  Georgian style windows are used throughout but there are a fair number bay and dormer style 

front upper windows. Decorative windows are used on several of the dwellings.

3.8.7.6   The vast majority of the dwellings have small gardens or communal spaces outside the dwellings. 

Many have none. 

3.8.7.7  The most common form of parking is off road but some have separate garages. Dedicated off road 

spaces and communal parking are relatively common. 

3.8.7.8  The circular Bridge Keepers Way has full well maintained pavements. The remainder have either 

narrow pavements or no walking areas at all. 

3.8.7.9   The only verges are those on the approach road and there are few trees or green areas in the 

development itself. The majority of the centre of the development is open plan whilst the 

remainder rely on short immature hedgerows, fencing and walls. 

3.8.7.10   The dwellings on Bridge Keepers Way tend to have small gardens. This and the open grassland 

spaces in the south-west and north-east pats of the development gives these areas a relatively 

open feel The development within the Bridge Keepers Way lack the green space and tends to 

be more compact with communal areas more common. This contributes to the more enclosed, 

townhouse feel to it. 

3.9  Landscape

3.9.1  Being an urban environment the local landscape will naturally be inhibited. 

3.9.2  Grassland in this area is limited to maintained areas all of which were assessed under the Open 

Space Assessment in the evidence pack and the Spaces section in paragraph 3.4 above. 

3.9.3  The only traditional wood in the area is in the triangular area in the north part of the area between 

the Gloucester-Sharpness canal and Dimore Brook. There are several other groups of trees that are 

too sparse to be classed as woods

• Mature trees around the village pond 

• Trees in the open space between Oak Tree Close and St Nicholas Court Area

• Trees in the open space at Dales Wharf promenade

• Trees scattered along the Dimore Brook corridor 

• Mature trees scattered in open space alongside Dimore Brook between wharf area and Fishers 

Bridge

• Trees in area East of B4008 behind Old Police Station

• Mature trees in the open space between Dimore Close and Westbourne Drive 

• Row of mature trees in the open space off Westbourne Drive at the rear of houses in Poplar 

Way.
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• Row of mature oak trees in the open space between Oak Tree Close and Hardwicke playing 

fields 

• Berm covered in a mature tree and hedgerow in the space east of School Lane between 

Sunnyfield Road and Dimore

• There are numerous open spaces around the Overbrook Road area with mature trees 

• 2 mature trees in the triangular shaped space off Springfield

3.9.4  The main source of water in the area is the Gloucester-Sharpness canal. The Village pond is in this 

area and Dimore Brook forms the north boundary of the area. 

3.10  Listed buildings; heritage features

3.10.1  Urban Hardwicke has no listed buildings in the area. 

3.10.2  The original Hardwicke sub-area has a number of buildings important to the heritage of Hardwicke

3.10.2.1  The Pilot Inn – Hardwicke has a long history of taverns and ‘A History of the County of Gloucester: 

Volume 10, Westbury and Whitstone Hundreds’ records the history of Hardwicke taverns.

3.10.2.1.1  In the late 13th century ‘Geoffrey the taverner’ is alleged to have kept his tavern in Farleys End. 

‘Edward the taverner’ witnessed a Hardwicke deed in 1326. In 1664 Edward Stratford was indicted 

for keeping an unlicensed alehouse. The Pilot Inn by Sellars Bridge over the canal was open by 

1856, and two other beer-houses were recorded in 1863, in 1883 the ‘Morning Star’ on the main 

road, the ‘Cross Keys’, and the Pilot Inn were recorded. The Pilot Inn is the only remaining public 

house in Hardwicke therefore represents the only part of this aspect of Hardwicke’s heritage. 
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4  Rural Hardwicke

4.1  Overview

4.1.1  The rural area remains the historical heart of Hardwicke retaining and reflecting its heritage dating 

back to its origins around the 12th century. St Nicholas Church history shows that ‘Winebaud de 

Ballon in 1092 gave a church called Hardwicke, with its tithes and 6 yardlands, to Bermondsey 

Priory and the priory is said to have sold that church in the later 13th or the 14th century.’ So its 

origins could well reach to 1092. 

4.1.2  The area has a high proportion of isolated farmsteads with scattered settlements and several loose 

clusters of houses. The Gloucester and Berkeley Canal has separated the east and west parts of 

the area since the early 19th century. This has left the western half relatively unaltered with a high 

proportion of the houses being single farmsteads on or near sites of some antiquity.

  Map 17 - Rural Hardwicke Area

4.2  Layout

4.2.1  The opening of the Gloucester–Sharpness canal in 1827 introduced a physical barrier dividing the 

east and west sides of the Parish and influenced the development of Hardwicke. A succession of 

developments in the north sector of the Parish from 1960 onwards divided the Parish further into 

two contrasting areas, urban and rural. 

4.2.2  The rural area is 1535 acres of prime agricultural land bordered by the Parish boundary on the west 

side of the canal, the Village Settlement Development boundary on its north side between the 

canal and the A38/B4008 on its east side and the Parish boundary (Beaurepair Brook) on its south 

side. 
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4.2.3  The area could be seen as being four discrete areas 

•  Rural West Hardwicke – the area west of the canal is open countryside with isolated farmsteads 

and scattered settlements and several loose clusters of houses.

•  Rural Mid-Hardwicke – open countryside that includes the origins of Hardwicke and the Parish 

church 

•  Rural Hardwicke Estate – this is the core of Hardwicke Court estate 

•  Rural South Hardwicke – open countryside adjacent to commercial premises 

  Map 18 - Breakdown of Rural Hardwicke Area

4.3  Topography

4.3.1  Hardwicke Parish is mostly flat and lies below 100 ft., but the area on the West side of the canal rises 

to two small hills, Hockley (or Acklow) Hill at 59m (195 ft.). and Monk’s Hill at 41m (145 ft.). 

4.3.2  The soil is a cold clay, overlying the Lower Lias. Difficulties of drainage have meant that a large part 

of the parish has been used for pasture rather than arable. The historical open fields in Hardwicke 

have been enclosed piecemeal over a fairly long period. Orchards have been extensive, and in 

the 18th century Hardwicke’s stout cider was noted along with its excellent cheese. Woodland 

appears to have been extensive in the 12th and 13th centuries and remains important in the 

northwest side of the area. There are numerous woods in this part of the area, some of which have 

significance to Natural England as identified in the Hardwicke Parish Ecological Assessment. 

4.3.3  Rural mid-Hardwicke is predominantly open grassland with farmed areas within it. An orchard still 

exists on the open area north of Stanks Lane.

4.3.4  Rural Hardwicke Court Estate consists of agricultural land and open parkland based around 

Hardwicke Court and its farmsteads of Church Farm and Southfield Farm. Land is open and flat 

with hedged farmland surrounding a large open park area at Hardwicke Court. All the land is used 

for farming except the Hardwicke Court park area. The south boundary is formed by Beaurepair 
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Brook while the north boundary is formed by Shorn Brook. The soil quality varies between 2 and 

3a but is predominantly class 3b. The soil is a cold clay, overlying the Lower Lias. 

4.3.5  Beaurepair Brook runs east-west through the Rural Hardwicke South area and forms the south 

boundary. The south side of the area is agricultural land with a large equestrian centre on its east 

boundary.

4.4  Spaces

4.4.1  Map 19 shows the open spaces in the rural area. 

•  Areas shaded in red are assessed in the Hardwicke Parish NDP Open Spaces Assessment as 

Local Green Space.

•  Areas shaded in orange are assessed in the Hardwicke Parish NDP Open Spaces Assessment as 

space of significant importance to the Hardwicke Community.

• Areas shaded in orange are assessed in the Hardwicke Parish NDP Open Spaces Assessment as 

space of importance to the Hardwicke Community.

• Areas in green are wooded areas 

•  Areas shaded in yellow are non-open space e.g. buildings

•  Areas shaded in lavender is open space not assessed by the Hardwicke Parish NDP Open 

Spaces Assessment

 Map 19 - Space in Rural Hardwicke Area

4.4.2  The Hardwicke Parish Open Space Assessment recommends the following open spaces in rural 

Hardwicke for inclusion in the NDP. 

4.4.2.1  The following areas are recommended for inclusion in the NDP as designated Local Green Spaces

•  Area 2 - Recreational and playing fields North of Green Lane

•  Area 3 - Footpaths between Green Lane and the Church, part of the Glevum Way
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•  Area 5 - Area surrounding Hardwicke Village Pond

•  Area 6 - The Village Green around the Millennium Stone

• Area 8 - Four Mile Elm allotments

•  Area 9a – North end of open fields behind dwellings on South East side of Church Lane

•  Area 16 - Dales Wharf promenade and surrounding green space

•  Area 22 - Open space between Dales Wharf promenade and the Dimore Brook crossing

4.4.2.2  The following areas are recommended for protection in the NDP as Open Space of Significant 

Importance to the Hardwicke Community

•  Area 1 - Fields behind Tudor Cottage

•  Area 4 - Open fields along North West side of Church Lane

•  Area 9b – South end of open fields behind dwellings on South East side of Church Lane

•  Area 11a - Open fields South of Green Lane

•  Area 11b - Open fields South of Green Lane (area leased to Hardwicke Rangers FC only)

•  Area 12 - Canal towpaths

•  Area 21 - Open space in Dimore Close

•  Area 24 - Open field between Ashgrove Close and Elmgrove Road East

4.4.2.3  The following areas are recommended for protection in the NDP as Open Space of Importance to 

the Hardwicke Community

•  Area 4 - Open fields along North West side of Church Lane

• Area 7 - The open fields bordered between Sticky Lane and the North boundary of the 

Quedgeley West Business Park

• Area 10 - Open fields North of Shorn Brook on east side of Church Lane, North of Red House 

opposite Elmlea House

•  Area 14 - Open green area between Oak Tree Close and St Nicholas Court

•  Area 17 - The green belt defining the boundary between Quedgeley and Hardwicke

•  Area 18 - Play area and surrounding open space at Dales Wharf

•  Area 19 - Open space alongside Dimore Brook between wharf area and Fishers  

4.4.3  A number of wooded spaces in the area have protected status by Natural England. These are 

marked on map 12. 

•  Area 1 in the map, Monks Hill Wood, is protected by Natural England Priority Habitat Inventory 

2014

•  Area 2 on the map, strip wood adjacent to Clarks Farm, is protected by Natural England Priority 

Habitat Inventory 2014

•  Area 3 on the map, Poolpits Wood, is protected by Natural England Ancient Woodland 

Inventory and Priority Habitat Inventory 2014..

• Area 4 on the map, Ash Bed, is protected by Natural England Priority Habitat Inventory 2014.

•  Area 5 on the map, Hockley Wood and The Quobs, is protected by Natural England Ancient 

Woodland Inventory and Priority Habitat Inventory 2014

•  Area 6 on the map, Hardwicke Farm Covert, is protected by Natural England Ancient Woodland 

Inventory and Priority Habitat Inventory 2014
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• Area 7 on the map, Fishers Wood, is protected by Natural England Ancient Woodland Inventory 

and Priority Habitat Inventory 2014

•  Area 8 on the map, Stockpits Wood, is protected by Natural England Ancient Woodland 

Inventory and Priority Habitat Inventory 2014

•  Area 9 on the map, Canal Habitat Corridor, is protected by Natural England Ancient Woodland 

Inventory and Priority Habitat Inventory 2014

•  Area 10, Hardwicke Farm Orchards, protected by Peoples Trust for Endangered Species 2014 

GIS Data as a priority habitat

•  Area 15, Hardwicke Court, is protected by Natural England AWI and Priority Habitat Inventory 

•  Area 16, Four Mile Elm allotment, identified by Natural England as an area of important bio-

diversity and open space.

•  Spaces 11 through 14 are assessed in the Hardwicke Urban LCA assessment. Areas 17 and 18 

are assessed in the East Hardwicke LCA area assessment.

  Map 20 – Woods Protected in Rural Hardwicke Area

4.4.4  Groves End wood is a small 2.7 acre deciduous wood adjacent to Groves End farm.

4.4.5  The remainder of the open space is mainly agricultural land used for arable and pasture farming 

with some areas of open grassland. 

4.5  Roads, streets and routes 

4.5.1  Main access routes into and out of the area are shown in red on the map, Blue routes provide 

access to residential areas.

4.5.2  Access to the west side of the canal is by the only crossing in the area at Sellars Bridge. Haywicks 

Road leads from the crossing towards the River Severn whilst Longney Lane leads out of the Parish 

towards Longney and other Severnside settlements. Both lanes have traditional rural hedgerows 

with grass verges that vary in size. Some parts of Longney Lane are relatively narrow. 

4.5.3  Haywicke Lane and Longney Lane form part of National cycle route 41. 
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4.5.4  The Mid-Hardwicke area is fed by Church Lane, Pound Lane and Green Lane. These provide access 

to the main routes out of the area via the A38 and B4008 towards Gloucester City or the M5 

junction 12. The lanes are typical rural lanes with substantial hedgerows; deep drainage ditches 

alongside in places and generous grass verges. All the lanes have narrow sections that prevent two 

vehicles passing together. 

4.5.5  All other roads and tracks provide direct access to the farmsteads, settlements and clusters of 

house in the area, some are metalled, others are simply tracks.

4.5.6  The main access roads are well maintained but none of the roads have pavements Access roads 

and tracks are either well-maintained metaled roads or un-metaled roads, some of which are 

private. All routes have verges and hedgerows with numerous mature trees. There are plentiful 

public footpaths crossing the area providing access to the numerous views across the canal to the 

Cotswold escarpment. 

 Map 21 – Roads and Routes In Rural Hardwicke

4.6  Green and Natural Features 

4.6.1  Due to its elevation compared to the remainder of the Parish Rural Hardwicke West provides the 

best views into and out of the Parish. The area around Hockley provides views over the canal to the 

South East over Hardwicke and beyond to the Cotswold escarpment. The same view is available 

from the Monks Hill area but this area also provides views west out over the Severn into the Forest 

of Dean.

4.6.2  Paths alongside the Gloucester-Sharpness canal provide picturesque local views. Rural Mid 

Hardwicke, Hardwicke Estate and South Hardwicke is open countryside providing numerous 

views across the local landscape, the Parish church and the Cotswold escarpment. Many of these 

are captured in the Vista Assessment in the evidence pack.   
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4.6.3  The land in rural Hardwicke is purely agricultural; mainly pasture with well-defined field boundaries. 

Boundaries are traditional agriculture boundaries of hedgerow, natural features and fencing. There 

are scattered woods and trees many of which are ancient woodlands and orchards. The area 

provides a near perfect environment for wildlife and bio-diversity. 

4.6.4  The contour of the land in Hardwicke West provides natural drainage down the slope to the 

canal. Drainage in the remainder of the area is through a ditch system that feeds into Shorn and 

Beaurepair Brooks. 

4.7  Details and distinctive features: 

4.7.1  The area as a whole is valued as representing the heritage of Hardwicke. The area contains the vast 

majority of the Parish heritage; the numerous listed buildings providing testament to the design 

inheritance from the past.

4.7.2   Monks Hill and Hockley Hill are conspicuous landmarks on the west side of the canal. The canal is 

a distinctive feature and forms an important part of the area.

4.7.3  Dimore, Shorn and Beaurepair Brooks play an important role in drainage in the area and each form 

part of the Parish boundary. 

4.7.4  St Nicholas Parish Church stands proud at the centre of the area not just as a landmark but also as 

a representation of the origins of Hardwicke. 

4.7.5  Hardwicke Court is the family home of the Lloyd-Baker family. The associated estate has been a 

major influence on the cultural past of Hardwicke and continues to play an influential role in the 

area. 

4.7.6  In recent years the Cross Keys area has become well known in the area not just for its commercial 

area but for its roundabout that has become a major intersection on major routes from Gloucester/

Forest of Dean to the M5 Junction 12. 

4.7.7  The Acorn sculpture at Hunts Grove is the highest level in that part of the area and is now a 

landmark for the area. 

4.8  Buildings & materials: 

4.8.1  The area is sparsely populated open countryside hosting a number of isolated farmsteads with 

scattered settlements and several loose clusters of houses. Exceptions include the recognised 

traveller and gypsy caravan park in Sticky Lane , Hardwicke Court park and Summerhouse 

equestrian centre. 

4.8.2  Mainly farm based, the buildings reflect a mix of traditional buildings with modern additions. 

The farmsteads usually have a main farmhouse dwelling, often traditional in style, with working 

buildings such as open barns and large warehouse type buildings used to support the numerous 

agricultural related work adjacent to or surrounding it. The dwellings are mainly two storey 

structures and each unique in design. Several of these outbuildings house agricultural related and 

independent businesses. 
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4.8.3  Building materials reflect the full lifespan of Hardwicke from the oldest dwelling, the 14th century 

Old Hall through to the latest barn conversions such as that at Sellers Barn. Many of the dwellings 

have progressive additions during their lifetime and it is not unusual for buildings to have been 

originally built in the 17th century with additions and enlargements in the 18th, 19th and 20th 

centuries. 

4.8.4  Many of these older buildings are Grade II listed. Indeed the Rural Hardwicke area contains the 

entire Grade I and II listed dwellings in the Parish. These are fully described in the ‘Hardwicke Parish 

- Listed Buildings Assessment’ in the NDP supporting evidence pack. 

4.8.5  The historic context of buildings in rural Hardwicke provides examples of older materials and 

techniques, some of which are no longer used. Along with the current common materials (e.g. light 

or dark mottled red brick, rendered, antique brick, tile, PVCu and wood cladding, etc.) examples 

can be found of

• Stucco; 

• Timber frame 

•  Roughcast render

•  Wattle and daub  

•  Pebble-dashed

• Lias (blue-grey clayey limestone derived from marl deposited in the Lower Jurassic, found 

chiefly in SW England)

• Stucco; painted brickwork; roughcast;

• Timber-framed with weatherboarding; corrugated-iron roof.

• Painted brick;

•  Limestone ashlar Ashlar is finely dressed (cut, worked) masonry, either an individual stone that 

has been worked until squared or the masonry built of such stone.

4.8.6  The uniqueness of the older buildings has resulted in a vast array of differing roof shapes and 

sizes. Most of the roof designs contained in the guidelines appendix is used somewhere in the 

area though most of the modern dwellings are open gable ends. The modern designs often use 

interlocking tiles however Welsh slate, stone slate, clay plain tile and double Roman tile are used 

on older buildings. Thatched roofing is common in the area. 

4.8.7  As with other architectural features fenestration is varied with no set style. More common types 

are sash windows, leaded casements, dormer windows, (traditional and thatched), mullions are 

common on older buildings, there are some large windows such as the 15-pane ground floor 

sashes in Hardwicke Court.

4.8.8  Traditional style dwellings in the area tend to have medium or large front and rear gardens often 

surrounded with large secondary space (usually fields). Farmsteads tend to be set in large spaces 

dependent on the number and type of outbuildings accompanying the farmhouse. 

4.8.9  Parking is usually generous being either separate garages or spacious off road parking, often with 

extended driveways. 

4.8.10  Few places in the area have pavements but verges are generous with many mature trees reflecting 

the rural nature of the area. Traditional boundaries of hedgerow are common with dry stone-walls 

and occasional railings. The verges often have drainage ditches beside them, some quite deep. 
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4.8.11  There are a few exceptions to these generalisations .

• The traveller and gypsy caravan park in Sticky Lane has a license for two caravans a permanent 

day room and shower block. 

• Redstone Park that has a number of single story mobile/park homes on its land. 

•  Summerhouse Equestrian Centre off the A38 is a renowned equine facility in South Hardwicke 

whose facilities include

•  Arenas (one Olympic Arena (80m x 52m) 

•  Indoor arena 

• Gallop Arena 

• Show facilities 

• Pavilion with kitchen facilities including live score boards

• 2 Cross Country Paddocks 

•  Solarium, Wash Box, Massage Therapy

•  Lecture Rooms 

• RDA Facilities 

• Hard Standing Car/ Lorry Parking 

4.8.11.1  Hardwicke Court 

4.8.11.1.1  Hardwicke Court is a late 18th century house designed by famed Georgian architect Robert Smirke 

and built 1816-17 for the Lloyd-Baker family. Standing in a landscaped park with terracing to the 

east of house it encloses a Grade II listed fountain pool. Hardwicke Court was in existence as early 

as the 12th century. Outside the house is a canal from an 18th century water garden. 

4.8.11.1.2  Hardwicke estate was established in 1188 with a manor house and deer park. It was rebuilt in the 

16th century to a U-shape rather than the common E-shape so popular in Tudor times. A bridge 

accessed it over the moat, guarded by a gatehouse. 
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4.8.11.1.3  The house is set in parkland with the area before the house designed as a terrace garden, with a 

fountain at its centre. 

4.8.11.1.4  To the south of the house is the Round Lawn, lined by beautifully colourful borders. Beyond that 

is The Canal, Beyond these formal areas is a ha-ha, and cattle graze peacefully in the fields further 

from the house. 

4.8.11.1.5  To the far side of the entrance drive is an area of woodland, with turf paths through a mix of new 

and old trees. 

4.8.11.1.6  The building itself is in limestone ashlar central 3-storey block with 2-storey brick service wings. It 

has a low pitched roof, parapet-gabled at ends with a Welsh slate roof and ashlar chimney stacks.

4.8.11.1.7  The central fenestration includes windows 2:1:2 with a central square single-storey porch having 

plain paired pilasters and narrow side sashes, plain unmoulded window openings with tall 15-

pane (3 x 5) ground floor sashes, 12-pane to middle storey and 6-pane to top floor. 

4.8.11.2  Bridge keeper houses

4.8.11.2.1  Hardwicke Bridge and Sellars Bridge crossed the canal in Hardwicke Parish when it was built. 

Hardwicke bridge was abandoned in 1985 and was subsequently removed leaving the classical-

style bridgeman’s house that has been restored after a period of dereliction.

4.8.11.2.2  Built in 1830 with later l9th century addition the building is Stucco painted brickwork with Welsh 

slate roof but plain tile to the addition. 

4.8.11.2.3  Single-storey Greek revival style the layout is cruciform in plan with the entrance facing the canal. 

The building has an L-plan single-storey addition to rear. The fluted Greek Doric order columns on 

circular bases at the front gives it a distinctive look to front portico. 

4.8.11.2.4  The Sellars Bridge keeper’s house was designed in the same style as the Hardwicke Bridge keepers 

house. 
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4.9  Landscape

4.9.1  The landscape in this area has a particular importance and relevance as it provides an important 

backdrop and context for the numerous historically important heritage sites in the Parish. 

4.9.2  Much of the area not dedicated to arable farming is grassland of various sorts, some maintained 

and formal, others informal or large verges that host traditional large hedgerows. 

4.9.3  There are numerous woods, coppice and orchards in the area over and above those of historical 

value or protected by Natural England. These form an important characteristic of rural Hardwicke 

in defining its open space and enhancing the texture of the surrounding open landscape 

supplemented by the deep hedgerows. 

4.9.4  The main source of water in the area is the Gloucester-Sharpness canal. As well as the Village pond 

there are several small ponds in the area and a lake in Hardwicke Park. Shorn Brook and Beaurepair 

Brook provide important drainage through the area but these require constant maintenance and 

repair to prevent flooding in local areas. There are many other drainage routes as shown on map 

14. 

  Map 22 – Rural Hardwicke - Water Sources and Drainage
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4.10  Listed buildings; heritage features

4.10.1  Rural Hardwicke hosts all the listed buildings and artefacts in the Parish. Details of each can be 

found in the Hardwicke Parish Listed Buildings Assessment. 

 

 Map 23 – Rural Hardwicke – Listed Buildings Locations

4.10.2  Grade I Listed Buildings 

•  Entry 1  CHURCH OF ST NICHOLAS, POUND LANE

4.10.3  Grade II Listed Buildings and Monuments

• Entry 2   OLD FARMHOUSE, MADAMS END FARM

•  Entry 3  BARN AT CLARKE’S FARM

•  Entry 4  HARDWICKE FARMHOUSE, HAYWICKS LANE

•  Entry 5  OUTBUILDING TO SOUTH WEST OF HARDWICKE FARMHOUSE, HAYWICKS LANE

•  Entry 6  OUTBUILDING TO SOUTH EAST OF HARDWICKE FARMHOUSE, HAYWICKS LANE

• Entry 7  MILEPOST AT NATIONAL GRID REFERENCE SO 796 147

•  Entry 8  BRIDGE KEEPER’S HOUSE TO NORTH WEST OF SELLARS BRIDGE

•  Entry 9  BRIDGE KEEPER’S HOUSE TO NORTH WEST OF HARDWICKE BRIDGE

•  Entry 10  MILEPOST AND LENGTH MARKER

•  Entry 11  HARDWICKE COURT, BRISTOL ROAD

•  Entry 12  FOUNTAIN POOL APPROXIMATELY 40 METRES EAST OF HARDWICKE COURT,  

BRISTOL ROAD

•  Entry 13  MILESTONE, BRISTOL ROAD

•  Entry 14  ROAD FARMHOUSE, BRISTOL ROAD
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•  Entry 15  LODGE TO HARDWICKE COURT, BRISTOL ROAD

• Entry 16  MILESTONE, BRISTOL ROAD

• Entry 17  THE COTTAGES, THE GREEN

•  Entry 18  TUDOR COTTAGE, GREEN LANE

• Entry 19  OLD HALL, CHURCH LANE

•  Entry 20  OLD THATCH, CHURCH LANE

•  Entry 21  CHURCH HOUSE FARMHOUSE, CHURCH LANE

•  Entry 22  CHURCH HOUSE, POUND LANE

•  Entry 23  OLD VICARAGE, POUND LANE

•  Entry 24 to 42 are various monuments in the churchyard 

4.10.3.1  Other heritage features include 

4.10.3.2  Hardwicke Reformatory, established in 1852, has been claimed as the first Approved School for 

boys in the world. T. B. Lloyd Baker of Hardwicke Court was one of its founders. The Reformatory 

attracted attention from other parts of Britain and the rest of the world. The boys, mainly from 

inner cities, were given an education and worked within the parish if they were old enough. Many 

of them gained honours during the First World War and a roll of honour is on display in the church. 

The Reformatory closed in 1922 and the building was neglected after the Second World War, being 

demolished in 2001. The reformatory is well known and documented in the area as an integral part 

of the Hardwicke heritage. The reformatory buildings became a working farm known as School 

Farm.

4.10.3.3  Madams End Farm is a listed building with a local story attached to it. The story goes that King 

Henry VIII was on one of his processions around the country when he came to Hardwicke late 

in the afternoon. His then wife, Anne Boleyn, declared that she was too tired that day to face the 

pomp and ceremony of Henry’s entry into the city of Gloucester. Thus they ended their journey for 

the day by imposing themselves on the farmer. 

4.10.3.4  The Old Hardwicke School House opposite St Nicholas Church is a part of recent local heritage and 

is well known in the area.

4.10.3.5  There are two old style red British Telecom phone boxes in the Parish, one on Sellars Lane and one 

on Springfield. These have become features of the area and at going to press Hardwicke Parish 

Council was considering adopting the boxes when there are no longer required by BT.
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5  East Hardwicke

5.1  Overview

5.1.1  If rural Hardwicke is the past; urban Hardwicke the present; then East Hardwicke is the future. This area 

of Hardwicke has a long and mixed history before its current incarnation as the site for Gloucester 

fringe settlement’s Local Service Centre in the Local Plan. 

5.1.2  The area was known as Manor farm and can be dated from at least 1066 when it was given to Durrent 

the Sheriff of Gloucester by William the Conqueror, possibly even as far back as 982AD. The land 

was acquired by the MoD in 1914 and later became the site of RAF Quedgeley. During this time the 

southern part was developed as agricultural land around Colethrop Farm. 

5.1.3  The closure of RAF Quedgeley resulted in many of it’s sites being used for commercial enterprises. 

This in turn attracted other commercial premises encouraged by the proximity of the M5 Junction 12. 

The Quedgeley West Business Park adjacent to the Cross Keys roundabout is the most prominent. 

5.1.4  In 2005 the remaining open space in the area was designated for a 1750 strategic dwelling 

development at Hunts Grove with supporting Local Service Centre. This was later extended by a 

further 750 houses giving a total of 2500 by 2031. 

  Map 24 – East Hardwicke Location
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5.2  Layout

5.2.1  The vision for Hardwicke in the SDC Local Plan is to

  ‘…Conserve and enhance the landscape and built character of the urban/rural fringe to provide a strong 
and high quality edge to the City of Gloucester. Development at Hunts Grove to be physically contained and 
limited by A38 / M5 and the geographical and functional distinctness of Hardwicke village and Hunts Grove 
will be maintained…’ 

5.2.2  This is the prime drive of development in this area that will be complete at the end of the term of the 

NDP in 2031. 

5.2.3  The area is mostly located east of the A38 however the Quedgeley West Business Park and a garage/

fast food outlet adjacent to the Cross Keys roundabout is included in this area. At approximately 400 

acres, the area is bounded by the Parish boundary on its north and east side and the B4008/A38/

Quedgeley West Business Park on its west boundary. 

5.2.4  There are three types of space in this area shown on map 17.

•  Residential – shown in red shading on the map consisting of Hunts Grove development in the 

north east part of the area and a cluster of houses along the Bath Road

•  Commercial – shown in orange shading on the map consisting of the Cross Keys commercial 

area (Quedgeley West Business Centre, the garage and fast food outlet on the south-east side of 

the Cross Keys roundabout, a small commercial area adjacent to Bath Road) and the Quadrant 

Distribution Centre commercial area on the east side of the A38 on the north border of the Parish. 

•  Open space – shown in green shading on the map

  Map 25 – East Hardwicke – Functional Areas
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5.3  Topography

5.3.1  The area east of the A38 is mostly flat and lies below 100 ft. There are local undulations however the 

effects of these are very local to the feature. The land does drop away slightly in the south side of the 

area towards the M5 motorway. 

5.3.2  The soil is a cold clay, overlying the Lower Lias. Historically the land has been used predominantly 

for farmland but the area has seen extensive commercial and residential use in recent years. The 

remainder of the open land has permitted planning for the Hunts Grove development and its 

extension. 

5.3.3  Hunts Grove wood in the north is protected by Natural England Ancient Woodland Inventory and 

Priority Habitat Inventory 2014 as is the segment shape green area known as the Shorn Brook Corridor. 

5.3.4  Shorn Brook passes east-west through the north half of the area providing the main drainage for the 

area. The south side of the area has Beaurepair Brook running through it forming part of the Parish 

boundary. Whilst it provides drainage for the area it remains waterlogged with the southernmost area 

being classed as flood zone 2 land. 

5.4  Spaces

5.4.1  Open Space 

5.4.1.1  The current Hardwicke East looks very different from its planned evolution to 2031. Map 17 above 

shows the current space in Hardwicke East whilst map 18 shows its layout in 2031 from permitted 

planning evolution. 

5.4.1.2  There are currently five discrete open spaces in East Hardwicke (Map 17)

5.4.1.2.1  Space between A38 and B4008 – this small piece of land is formed where the north carriageway of 

the B4008 leaves the A38 and the south carriageway passes over the A38. The triangle space is open 

space with trees and shrubs. 
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5.4.1.2.2  Hunts Grove wood is identified in the Hardwicke Parish Ecological Assessment as area 8 (see 

Map). Natural England Ancient Woodland Inventory and Priority Habitat Inventory 2014 protect 

the wood.

5.4.1.2.3  The open space east of the current Hunts Grove has permitted planning for residential use as part 

of the Hunts Grove development. 

5.4.1.2.4  The open space south of current Hunts Grove has permitted planning for residential use as part 

of the Hunts Grove development.

5.4.1.2.5  The open space running down the centre of the area is an extensive stretch of open space 

currently a mix of open grassland and agricultural land. Map 18 shows future plans for the space 

in the Local Plan. 

5.4.1.2.5.1  The north part of this open space adjacent to Hunts Grove wood has permitted planning for 

residential use as part of the Hunts Grove development. 

5.4.1.2.5.2    The area adjacent to the Quadrant Distribution Centre is open grassland outside the permitted 

residential plan. This space would be considered suitable for future commercial use. 

5.4.1.2.5.3  The segment shape green area next to the open space adjacent to the Quadrant Distribution 

Centre is known as Shorn Brook Corridor. This is identified in the Hardwicke Parish Ecological 

Assessment as area 17. This area is protected by Natural England Ancient Woodland Inventory 

and Priority Habitat Inventory 2014

5.4.1.2.5.4  The space north of Haresfield Lane has permitted planning for residential use as part of the Hunts 

Grove development.. 

5.4.1.2.5.5  The space south of Haresfield Lane has permitted planning for residential use designated the 

Hunts Grove Extension. 

5.4.1.2.6    The space on the far south of the area is open grassland outside the permitted residential plan 

however this area is in flood zone 2 and 3 area. 

5.4.1.3  The Hunts Grove development straddles Parish boundaries. The area marked on map 18 outside 

the Parish boundary is open space outside the Parish with permitted planning for residential 

use as part of the Hunts Grove development. The full extent of the Hunts Grove development is 

shown in map 19. 
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 Map 26 – East Hardwicke – Permitted Planning Locations

 Map 27 – East Hardwicke – Full Area of Hunts Grove Permitted Planning Areas

5.4.1.4  There is open space in each of the other residential and commercial areas within East Hardwicke
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5.4.1.4.1  Open spaces in the Cross Keys area 

5.4.1.4.1.1  There are four public open spaces in this commercial area marked in blue on the map. All are 

extended verges on or near to the Cross Keys roundabout consisting of maintained or open 

grassland. 

 

 Map 28 - East Hardwicke – Open Spaces in Cross Keys Area

5.4.1.4.1.2  The Quedgeley West Business Centre also has numerous open spaces built into its design providing 

a valuable bio-diversity environment. 

5.4.1.4.2  The map below shows the four open spaces in the Quadrant Distribution Centre area

•  Area 1 – is a mix of mature trees, course shrub land and hedgerows. 

• Area 2 – maintained grassland with scattered trees. 

•  Area 3 – open grassland

• Area 4 – open grassland

 

 Map 29 - East Hardwicke – Open Spaces in the Quadrant Distribution Centre Area
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5.4.1.4.3  Being a residential area the Hunts Grove area has a number of leisure and recreational spaces built 

into the development. These are shown on the map.

 

 Map 30 - East Hardwicke – Open Spaces in Hunts Grove Residential Area

5.4.1.4.3.1  The entrance to the development at the end of Marconi Drive is the highest point in the area. The 

space has been landscaped with shrubs, grass and decorative pathways. The highest point has a 

large Acorn sculpture. The smaller inset area is a children’s play area. 

5.4.1.4.3.2  The wooded area on the north side is Hunts Grove wood. The wood is included in the Hardwicke 

Ecological Assessment as being protected by Natural England Priority Habitat Inventory 2013 due 

to its ecological importance as a priority habitat of wildlife.    

5.4.1.4.3.3  The space south of Hunts Grove is a strip of open grassland. 

5.4.1.4.3.4  There are three defined areas between Hunts Grove Drive and Shorn Brook. 

•  The north area is grassed with trees and shrubs. It also contains an overgrown balance pond.

•  The centre area is a water treatment plant

• The southern area is the Hunts Grove Recreation Area containing a basketball Court, five-

a-side football pitch, swings, slides, seats and benches. The area has three entrances with 

connecting paths

5.4.1.4.3.5  The formal area on the south side of Willow Edge is a small children play area. The two undefined 

areas below Willow Edge/Hawthorne Close is open space of mowed grass. The northernmost 

space has a gravel path running through it and a number of large mature trees. Many of the trees 

have impromptu swings attached to the lower branches. The adjacent undefined open space 

extends to Shorn Brook and contains a balance pond. 

5.4.1.4.3.6  The spaces adjacent to either side of Hunters Way are maintained grassland.
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5.5  Roads, streets and routes 

5.5.1  The main access routes into and out of the area shown in red on the map below, access to the 

residential areas are shown in blue. 

 

 Map 31 – East Hardwicke – Roads and Routes 

5.5.2  The A38 runs through this area providing a major access road to the area. Waterwells Drive is in 

Quedgeley Parish but provides the only current direct access to the Hunts Grove development via 

Marconi Road. 

5.5.3  The remaining roads in Hunts Grove provide access to the residential areas. There is a ‘block’ type 

system that provides good access throughout. Being a new development the area has well maintained 

roads and pavements with numerous interconnecting footpaths providing pedestrian access in all 

directions out of the area.

5.5.4  Future direct access to the development is yet to be decided however Haresfield Lane currently 

provides an access route through the south side of the development. 

5.5.5  Davy Way connects Waterwells Drive to the B4008 provides an exit from the commercial zone 

adjacent to the A38. The southernmost 100 metres is one way only due to its narrow width. 

5.5.6  The B4008 Bath Road and Haresfield Lane are the only access roads in the area. The B4008 is the main 

route south from Hardwicke and Quedegely to the Cross Keys roundabout. The road is susceptible to 

local flooding in heavy rain. 
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5.6  Green and Natural Features 

5.6.1  This low flat nature of the landscape restricts views in and out of the area but it does provide views of 

the Cotswold escarpment. 

5.6.2  Much of the current open space in the area is large fields defined by traditional hedgerows. There are 

several large commercial units around its edge and a new residential area. Open grassland, pastures, 

and scrubland rich in wildlife and high value biodiversity environments dominate the area. Of these 

the most important and sustainable are 

•  Shorn Brook – runs east-west across the area providing drainage throughout the area before 

passing under the A38 into mid Hardwicke. The Shorn Brook corridor is protected by Natural 

England Priority Habitat Inventory 2013 as a priority habitat. 

•  Hunts Grove wood – historic wood that lays on the north Parish boundary protected by Natural 

England Priority Habitat Inventory 2013 as a priority habitat.

5.6.3  The area is subject to permitted planning but the remaining open area provides a near perfect 

environment for wildlife and bio-diversity. 

5.7  Details and distinctive features: 

5.7.1  Permitted planning in the area ensures the area will be constantly changing for the duration of the 

NDP dependant on how reserved rights are resolved. Consequently the distinctive features and 

landmarks are subject to constant change but at the time of going to press the distinctive features 

include

5.7.2  Shorn Brook running east-west across the area. 

5.7.3  Historic Hunts Grove wood that lays on the north Parish boundary.

5.7.4  The landscaped area at the entrance to the Hunts Grove development providing a raised viewing 

area across the district with a large Acorn sculpture

5.7.5  The Quadrant Distribution centre adjacent to the A38 is a well known land mark as is Quedgeley West 

Business Centre adjacent to the Cross Keys roundabout 

5.8  Buildings & materials 

5.8.1  This section assesses the mix of residential and commercial buildings located in four areas of 

Hardwicke East 

•  Quedgeley West Business Centre, Cross Keys Service area

•  Bath Road Commercial and Business area

•  Quadrant Distribution Commercial area

•  Hunts Grove residential area
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5.8.2  Quedgeley Road West Business Park

 

5.8.2.1  Comprises of 32 acres of industrial and distribution land adjacent to the A38 dual carriageway. The 

site is built on part of the original RAF Quedgeley site and is bounded by the A38, Pound Lane, open 

countryside and the Four Mile Elm allotments. 

5.8.2.2  The development is a modern industrial complex of large profiled metal clad units that can be adapted 

to meet the needs of any customer. External areas include loading and storage areas, car parking, 

cycle shelters, offices, staff breakout areas, hard & soft landscaping and surface water attenuation 

swales. 

5.8.2.3  Units vary in height but are approx. 10m in height. There are various size units on the site, the smallest 

being adjacent to the A38. 

5.8.2.4  The units are finished in various shades of cream and grey. Roofs are either hip or open gable ends. 

 Windows and doors tend to be sprayed metal or aluminium unless special design. Ancillary space is 

landscaped to fit into the surroundings with maintained grass and trees. 

5.8.2.5  Access roads and footpaths tend to be tarmac with concrete loading areas and block paving car 

parking.

5.8.3  Cross Keys Local Services 

5.8.3.1  There is a local services at a 

commercial site just off the Cross 

Keys roundabout. The area is in 

two parts, one is a BP Service 

Station and car wash with a 

Marks and Spencer food store 

and Wild Bean coffee outlet. The 

other part is a McDonalds fast 

food outlet. 
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 Map 32- East Hardwicke – Cross Keys Local Services

5.8.3.2  The garage is a single storey red brick building with large aluminium shop windows and access door. 

It has a slated hip roof with an overlaid hip roof addition. 

5.8.3.3  The covered concrete forecourt protects the four banks of fuel pumps and there is a row of parking 

spaces along the front of the shop. The automatic car wash is on the far side of the forecourt. 

5.8.3.4  Grass verges and trees surround the forecourt and garage. The boundary is iron railings and the 

area has an open feeling to it with views out to the open countryside beyond its rear. The common 

entrance is separated from the McDonalds area by a maintained grass verge with mature trees. 

5.8.3.5  The McDonalds is a single storey red brick building with large glass frontage to the restaurant. It has 

a slated combination roof with the standard establishment logo. 

5.8.3.6  The tarmac forecourt is marked out as a car park and direction signs controlling the drive-in system. 

 There is an outside dining area outside the front glass area. Maintained grass verges surround the 

complex with a drainage ditch running between the A38 and the complex with a low single pole 

fence. 
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5.8.4  Bath Road Commercial and Residential Area

5.8.4.1  Bath Road Commercial area

5.8.4.1.1  There are four small commercial sections shown in the map below 

 

 Map 33- East Hardwicke – Bath Road Commercial area

5.8.4.1.2  Cross Keys

5.8.4.1.3  This commercial space is currently empty and under consideration in the planning system. 

5.8.4.1.4  Bath Road South

5.8.4.1.5  This commercial area is a loose collection of older 

buildings housing a number of businesses the 

main one being Eric Vick Transport Hardwicke 

Garage. 

5.8.4.1.6  The larger area has three single storey mottled 

red brick buildings, two semi-detached and 

one detached, with large front shutter doors 

and corrugated cladding. All have open gable 

corrugated roofs. The open concrete forecourt is 

often used for parking large trailers belonging to 

Vick Transport. 

5.8.4.1.7  A fourth longer building is located at right angle 

to the other buildings adjacent to the fields at the 

rear. The building is a prefabricated two storey 
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building segregated into a number of discrete business units known as Nortons Piece. The units 

are used as a mix of office space, light industrial and storage. The forecourt area is marked out as 

parking space. On the opposite side of the forecourt alongside the row of self-storage units are 

several storage units.

5.8.4.1.8  The rear of the area backs onto the Hunts grove development area. There is a small grass area 

behind the garage. A narrow strip of mature trees marks the rear boundary. 

5.8.4.1.9  Bath Road North

5.8.4.1.10  The area is entirely used by the Space Centre Self 

Storage. The area has an administrative/storage 

block and five banks of storage units. 

5.8.4.1.11  The administrative/storage building is a tall 

profiled metal clad building in light green with 

casement windows on the lower level and large 

shutter doors. It has an open gable corrugated 

roof and is set in a concrete forecourt with 

parking area to one side. 

5.8.4.1.12  The storage buildings are single storey profiled 

metal skins akin to a series of cargo containers 

in a row with flat roofs. There are five sets of the 

green finished units, each of differing lengths. 

5.8.4.1.13   The rear of the area backs onto the Hunts Grove 

development area. marked by a narrow strip of 

mature trees. The front boundary is a security 

fence hidden by tall ornamental hedging. 

5.8.4.1.14	 	Haresfield	Lane

5.8.4.1.14.1  This commercial area is approximately 

one acre of space with an industrial 

building set adjacent to the road.

5.8.4.1.14.2  The building is a cream coloured light 

industrial unit of contoured metal and 

open gable roof. 

5.8.4.1.14.3  The rear of the area backs onto the 

Hunts Grove development area 

marked by a narrow strip of mature 

trees. A tall ornamental hedge defines 

the front boundary.
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5.8.4.2  Bath Road Residential area

5.8.4.2.1  The residential area consists of the row of dwellings shown in map 17 and the small clusters in the 

commercial area shown in the map below. 

5.8.4.2.2  Buildings are mainly two storey medium houses though there is one small single storey and a 

few large two storey buildings. Many are semi-detached or detached and there are a few terraced 

dwelling, some offset. 

5.8.4.2.3  Materials include dark red mottled brick, render and red brick. The skyline is dominated by hip 

roofs in the southern stretch with open gables in the remaining area. The older buildings tend to 

have chimneys and many have full height dormers whist others have standard dormers. All appear 

to have overlapping tiles. 

 

 Map 34- East Hardwicke – Bath Road Residential Area

5.8.4.2.4  Window styles are predominantly casement, the original dwellings have full length front dormers. 

There are some PVCu bay and a few PVCu Georgian style windows. 

5.8.4.2.5  Gardens in the south area (original houses) are large at front and back. The remaining area has 

small or no front gardens with small, medium or large rear gardens. All dwellings have driveway 

parking or separate garages.

5.8.4.2.6  Reasonably maintained tarmac pavements run along the residential side of the road whilst the 

opposite side is verges and open grassland. Boundaries are mainly wood fencing though there are 

some ornamental hedges and high functional ornamental hedges along the central commercial 

area. The remainder are brick walls or metal railings.

5.8.4.2.7  The area has a very open feel reflecting the rural character of this part of Hardwicke. 
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5.8.4.3  Quadrant Distribution Centre Area 

5.8.4.3.1  The site extends to approximately 47 acres of land adjacent to the A38 trunk road. The area covers 

five discrete sites with dedicated access via Davy Way that connects Hardwicke to Waterwells 

business area. For this assessment they have been designated Quadrant north, south, east, west 

and centre. 

Map 35- East Hardwicke – Quadrant Distribution Centre Area

5.8.4.3.2  Quadrant North

5.8.4.3.2.1  A block of four units set on their own area with a common entrance road quadrant north is set 

between the A38 and Davy Way. 

5.8.4.3.2.2  The northern pair of units are identical in build. The two storey light red mottled brick buildings 

have heavily tinted blue frame casement windows along one side and two or three shutter access 

doors beside the front entrance. Roof materials appear to be cream colour resin and are Dutch 

gable style. 

5.8.4.3.2.3  The car parks run between the main access road and the side of the buildings. Roadways and the 

common large forecourt are block paved. 

5.8.4.3.2.4  The rear side of the buildings have hedge boundaries running its full length. The remaining 

boundaries are marked with ornamental hedging, maintained grassland scattered with trees.

5.8.4.3.2.5  The southern pair of units are larger with more surrounding space. The unit adjacent to the A38 is 

approximately double the size of the other. 

5.8.4.3.2.6  Both buildings are two storey tall light red mottled brick walls. The frontages have vertical columns 

breaking the space into eight equal sections on the east building, nine on the west building. The 

east building spaces are configured from east to west 
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•  Office space - heavily tinted blue frame casement windows with matching main entrance

•  Shutter door entrance

•  Four cladded walls

•  Shutter door entrance

• Cladded walls

5.8.4.3.2.7  The west building spaces are configured from east to west 

•  Two cladded walls

•  Five shutter door entrances

•  Two sections of office space - heavily tinted blue frame casement windows with matching 

main entrance

5.8.4.3.2.8  Roof materials appear to be cream colour resin and are Dutch gable style. The large front block 

paved forecourt is marked for car parking on the east block while the west block is marked as a 

small car park with loading areas for articulated vehicles. 

5.8.4.3.2.9  Access roads are tarmac. The rear of the buildings is woodland with an additional parking space at 

the rear of the west block. The area between the block and the A38 is a wood covered berm. The 

remaining boundaries are grass with scattered trees and ornamental hedging.

5.8.4.3.3  Quadrant Centre

5.8.4.3.3.1  Named Hansteen, this area consists of six buildings configured into 15 work units. The units share 

a common entrance with tarmac roads leading to the block paved forecourts of each unit. 
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5.8.4.3.3.2  The buildings are of a common structure differing simply in their size. The two storey buildings are 

blue finished contoured metal and grey finished metal panels. Each work unit has tinted casement 

windows and matching entrance doors with an industrial shutter access door alongside. Roof 

materials appear to be light grey colour resin/metal and are open gable style. 

5.8.4.3.3.3  The rear of the site is grassland with trees. The remaining sides are open grassland and verges with 

scattered trees. 

5.8.4.3.4  Quadrant South 

5.8.4.3.4.1  This is currently the largest of the buildings in the Quadrant Distribution Area. 

 

5.8.4.3.4.2  The structure is two adjoined two storey contoured metal buildings finished in two tone grey. The 

north side of the east building has two rows of grey framed tinted windows along its frontage with 

a matching entrance at its south east corner. The west side of the west building has three industrial 

shutter doors close to the main entry gates. Roof materials appear to be cream colour resin/metal 

of open gable type. 

5.8.4.3.4.3  The east forecourt is a tarmac car parking area. The concrete west forecourt is the main goods 

entrance and provides external storage space as well as housing a heavy industrial plant building 

connected to the main structure by overhead ducting. 

5.8.4.3.4.4  The boundary alongside Davy Way is low ornamental hedging and shrubs. The west forecourt and 

goods entrance is protected by heavy duty steel fencing that gives way to standard wire mesh 

fencing when it adjoins the pavement. The area between the road and the west forecourt is dense 

scrubland. The rear boundary and land is heavily wooded. 

5.8.4.3.5  Quadrant East

5.8.4.3.5.1  The land is not part of the Hunts Grove development and has a readily available infrastructure 

making this highly suitable to meet any future commercial needs of Hardwicke. 



57
Hardwicke Parish Council: Neighbourhood Development Plan 2015-2031  
Landscape Character Assessment

5.8.4.3.6  Quadrant West

5.8.4.3.6.1  A single structure adjacent to Davy Way and the A38 trunk road. 

 

5.8.4.3.6.2  The two storey building has two parts, the larger main building with a smaller attached offset 

building. The building is of two tone grey metal/resin panels. The larger part of the building has 

industrial shutter access doors in the rear. The smaller part has two rows of white PVCu casement 

windows and what appears to be a large two storey PVCu/glass entrance porch. Roof materials 

appear to be light grey colour resin/metal and are open gable style. 

5.8.4.3.6.3  The site has large front and rear forecourts, the front being concrete and the rear of unfinished 

ballast. The boundary is heavy-duty security fencing except either side of the front gate that is red 

brick/railings. 

5.8.5  Hunts Grove

5.8.5.1  Currently the Hunts Grove development consists of

• Hunts Grove Drive 

• Acorn Way

• Lime Tree Avenue

• Willow Edge

• Hunters Way 

• Hawthorne Close

• Whitstone Rise

• Oak View

• Shorn Brook Close

• Colthrop Way

 

Map 36 - East Hardwicke – Hunts Grove Area
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5.8.5.2  Being a recent development the dwellings in Hunts Grove are of modern design. Buildings are 

mainly 2 or 3 storey, though two areas have four storey apartments. Three storey houses are 

unusual for the Hardwicke Parish. Sizes vary but mainly tend to be small or medium with a fair 

number of large dwellings. 

5.8.5.3  The main types of dwellings are terraced and semi-detached, some offset, though there are a 

number of detached dwellings. There are a few coach-house type houses and some apartment 

blocks. 

5.8.5.4  Render is the most used material, cream being a common finish but there are blue and blue/lilac 

painted render finishes. Dark or medium mottled red brick is commonplace though sandstone 

and Cotswold stone are not uncommon. Red brick is used around some window installations for 

decoration as is wood panel cladding and Cotswold stone mantles. 

5.8.5.5  Open gable ends dominate the roofline though there are a number of cross-hip roofs and dormer 

frontages. The apartment blocks have lean-to style roofs. About half the dwellings have chimneys 

and most use butt tiles, the remainder are interlocking. 

5.8.5.6  The majority of dwellings use casement windows with several uPVC bay windows and dormers. 

Most have no front gardens; those that have them are small. Rear gardens are usually small 

or medium in size. Parking is mostly off-road and garages but there are a number of on-road 

dedicated parking areas. 

5.8.5.7  There are well-maintained pavements throughout except the few communal spaces that are block 

paved. Tarmac material is most commonly used and most have full grass verges. The remainders 

have partial grass verges. Many of the grass verges have inset trees whilst a few have inset bushes. 

5.8.5.8  Brick walls are used as the most common boundary followed closely by metal fencing. The 

remainder use ornamental hedges. The feeling is generally open with some areas feeling slightly 

or fully enclosed. 

5.9  Landscape

5.9.1  The landscape in the area will be subject to constant change as the Hunts Grove development and 

its extension proceed. 

5.9.2  Most of the undeveloped land is open grassland with occasional pastoral and arable farming 

where the developments have yet to commence. 

5.9.3  There are just three wooded areas 

•  Shorn Brook Corridor – detailed above 

•  Hunts Grove wood - detailed above

•  L-shaped strip wood alongside the Bath Road adjacent to the Cross Keys roundabout

5.9.4  Shorn Brook in the north and Beaurepair Brook in the south provides the main drainage for the 

area.  
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5.10  Listed buildings; heritage features

5.10.1  There are no listed buildings in East Hardwicke but the area does have some important Hardwicke 

heritage.

5.10.2  Four mile Elm (area around the allotments)

5.10.2.1  Four Mile Elm is where the Hardwicke Elm stood by the roadside until felled in the early 19th 

century and was the location of the Hardwicke smithy. 

5.10.3  Quedgeley West 

5.10.3.1  This area has a long and distinguished heritage. The area was part of a stretch of land known 

as Manor farm that can be dated from at least 1066 when it was given to Durrent the Sheriff of 

Gloucester by William the Conqueror, possibly even as far back as 982AD. 

5.10.3.2  Later the farm and lands passed to ‘Miles of Gloucester’ who was associated with Empress Matilda, 

who became known as the ‘six month queen’ following her crowning as Queen in Worcester in 

1141. History of the farms and land is a little vague after that date but it is known that in the reign 

of George III in 1820 a John Beach owned Manor Farm and other land in the Quedgeley and 

Hardwicke areas. Manor Farm passed through several families until 1914 when the War Office took 

control of the lands.

5.10.3.3  In 1915 part of the site was formerly the No 5 National Filling Factory that provided a huge amount 

of gun ammunition to the British Army from 1915 to the end of the First World War.

5.10.3.4  The land was taken over to become No 7 Maintenance Unit, RAF Quedgeley consisting of 8 

different sites, occupying some 574 hectare’s of land, from the McDonalds on the roundabout at 

the bottom of the A38 bypass, to the Cole Avenue lights complex at its start. With several large sites 

on both sides of the road it had some two million square feet of covered storage and workshop 

area. The base finally closed as an independent RAF unit on 14 February 1995.
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6  Character assessment 
summary 

6.1  Classed as part of the Rolling Agricultural Plain in the Stroud Landscape Assessment Hardwicke forms 

part of the urban edge of Gloucester. 

6.2  The land has a relatively flat and undulating topography with gentle slopes to the small hills west of 

the Gloucester-Sharpness canal that runs north-south through the area. Land use is a discrete mix of 

rural, residential and commercial.

6.3  The rural area is the historical origins of Hardwicke. Characterised by open countryside, small 

woodlands, mature hedgerow, historical farmsteads and small settlements it is home to the grade I 

listed Medieval Parish church and its thirty-one grade II listed buildings and heritage monuments. 

6.4  The mix of arable and pasture agriculture in large to medium scale field patterns help define the 

character of the area. 

6.5  The residential area forms the Gloucester urban fringe consisting of a number of developments built 

between 1960’s and circa 2003. Typical of its time the buildings are mainly of red brick with small 

to medium gardens. The open feel of the countryside is replicated through generous green space 

areas, grass verges and the planting of trees throughout the developments. However the more recent 

developments have tended towards a more enclosed town style design eroding this effect. 

6.6  Planned developments outside the Village Development Boundary are set to more than double the 

size of the urban area by 2031. The development at Hunts Grove and its Local Service Centre will 

provide additional services in Hardwicke and enhance its characteristics in the future. 

6.7  For a relatively small Parish Hardwicke has a thriving business sector. Strategically based adjacent to 

the A38 the commercial area in East Hardwicke provides a mix of modern and traditional commercial 

facilities. There is also land available for the future expansion of business in the Parish. 
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7  Conclusion
7.1  The assessment has identified three discrete areas to Hardwicke

• Rural Hardwicke

•  Urban Hardwicke 

•  East Hardwicke.

7.2  Rural Hardwicke is the historical centre of Hardwicke, it represents the past; Urban Hardwicke is 

currently the main residential area of Hardwicke, it represents the present; East Hardwicke is the 

location of the future strategic residential development and Local Service Centre of Hunts Grove, it is 

also the commercial centre of Hardwicke, East Hardwicke represents the future of Hardwicke. 

7.3   These areas are relatively discrete and together they will provide a balanced living environment and 

community that 

•  provides housing to meet the local needs now and in the future

•  encourages and facilitates a healthy lifestyle and well-being

•  provides local employment with capacity to grow

•  fosters a strong, accessible heritage and sense of being

7.4  It is recommended that any future development seeks to maintain or enhance this balance by 

reference to the characteristic identified in the Hardwicke Parish Neighbourhood Development Plan 

Landscape Character Assessment. 



Appendix A Gloucestershire 
Rural Community Council 
(GRCC) Template



1	 Layout:	Pattern	of	roads/houses	and	spaces:	nucleus,	strung	out….	trees?			View	along	street/road;	between	buildings			Relation	of	houses	to	
road	–	front/back	gardens,	hedges	/fences			Pathways/pavements/cycle	paths				Parking			Street	furniture	

	 	

2	 Topography	

	 	

3	 Spaces*	and	possible	sites:	*NB	cross	ref	with	green	spaces				Size	(see	map)	and	shape;			Position	relating	to	access;			Neighbouring	uses;	
Specific	note	about	site	needs:				Recommendation:	potential	use	and	scope;			CIL/Section	106	comment:	

	 	

4	 Roads,	streets	and	routes				Roads:	main	links	and	access,	uses			Rail:	links	and	crossings/stations			Canal:	status	and	use;	facilities			Cycle	
paths,	footpaths:	link	to;	uses			Condition	of	above	

	 	

	

5	 Green	and	Natural	Features				Views	into	and	out	of	area;			Lie	of	the	land;			Drainage	(geology	if	needed)			Land	use	and	vegetation	

Field	patterns,				Hedgerows,	boundaries,	trees			Wildlife/biodiversity	

	 	



	 Details	and	distinctive	features:			Landmarks;	valued	spaces;	design	aspects		

	 	

	

	

	 Buildings	&	materials:				Type	of	use:	shops	with	flat	over,	industrial;				commercial;				housing:	Housing	types:	storeys,	roofs;	chimneys;	age;	
style			Streetscape,	orientation			Road	surfaces/pavement	

	 	

	 Type	of	building	materials:	roofs;	walls;	boundaries	

	

	

	 Listed	buildings;	heritage	features	

	

	

	 Streetscape	

	 	

	 Landscape:	*NB	cross	ref	with	green	spaces			

	 	



	 Views	

	 	

	 Character	assessment	summary		

	

	

	
Please	type	up,	attach	photos,	and	return	to									………………………………………………………………	by…………………………………………………	
	
	
	



Appendix B Building 
Evaluation Guidelines 

Assessment of buildings

Describing buildings in the area contains a mix of facts (build material, window type, etc.) and subjective 

evaluation such as the size of the gardens. This appendix sets out the guidelines applied used to evaluate the 

buildings in the LCA.

Building styles

The standard list of styles was used for this element - detached, semi-detached, terraced, llnk-detached, 

bungalow, apartments, commercial, mobile.

The term offset means that the attached building is not aligned with its neighbour. 

This also includes the number of storeys in a building. A dormer window in the roof does not constitute a 

storey. 

Building size 

Taking exact measurements is impractical therefore the size of house is subjectively judged as being small, 

medium or large using the following guidelines based on the frontage of the building 

•  A small building would typically have a single room frontage indicated by a single second storey window 

• A medium building would typically have a two room frontage indicated by a two second storey windows

•  A large building would typically have a frontage that indicated a larger building such as having more than 

two second storey windows. 



Materials 

The following material guidelines were used:

Red brick
Consistent colour throughout

Mottled red brick
These are bricks of mixed shades of the colour red. 

Some tend towards an overall light red mottled 

appearance whilst others appear to be a dark red 

mottled appearance. 

Antique

These bricks are a mix of contrasting colours giving 

a heavily contrasted mottled effect 

Stone

Usually Cotswold stone but could be other types 

of stone

Render

Allows different colours to be painted and often 

combined with different finishes for aesthetic 

purposes. 

Exterior cladding (eg. wood, tile, etc)

Usually applied between upper and lower floor 

windows for aesthetic and protective reasons. 

Wood, PVCu and tiles are the most common. 



Types of roof

The description of roof types was taken from the list below. There is also many thatched roofs in the area.

Types of window

Casement

The most commonly used window this term 

is used to cover most windows with standard 

openings. Usually PVCu.

Georgian style

Basically casement type windows made to look 

like Georgian windows. 



Georgian

Usually found on older large buildings. 

Bay windows

Forms part of the structure of the building.

PVCu bay

Addition to building to make it appear as a bay 

window. 

Dormer 

Provides light into the roof space. If used as 

accommodation this is not classed as an extra 

storey

Dormer frontage

This takes the dormer window down the complete 

front of the building to produce a small addition. 



Garden Size 

Front

Taking exact measurements is impractical therefore the size of the garden space is subjectively judged as 

being none, small, medium or large using the following guidelines based on the amount of space available 

for parking an average size family car. 

•  A front garden classified as none would typically have no space or space too small to park a car 

•  A small front garden would typically have space to park a single row of cars 

• A medium front garden would typically have sufficient space to park a double row of cars 

• A large front garden would typically have sufficient space to park more than two rows of cars 

Rear

Taking exact measurements is impractical therefore the size of the garden space is subjectively judged as 

being none, small, medium or large using the following guidelines based on the comparative size of the 

garden to the ground space of the house. 

• A rear garden classified as none would typically have no space or space smaller than the footprint of the 

house 

•  A small rear garden would typically have space approximately equal to the footprint of the house

• A medium rear garden would typically have space approximately double the footprint of the house

• A large rear garden would typically have space more than double the footprint of the house 

 



Parking 

This is self-explanatory. Off road parking means space off public land and includes driveways. garages attached 

to a residence. Separate garage space applies to garages separate from buildings. On road parking means that 

there is parking spaces marked on the public highway nearby the dwelling. Dedicated on-road parking means 

there are parking spaces marked on the public highway specifically for the dwellings. 

Pavements

Comments on the coverage of pavements in the area (throughout, partial or none) and their general condition.

Verges 

Comments on the existence and type of verges in the area. Usually self evident descriptions for example grass, 

grass with trees, grass with shrubs. 

 

Boundary markings

Identifies the type of boundaries used for dwellings and other space in the area. Usually self explanatory for 

example wood fencing, open plan, ornamental hedgerow, wall, etc. 

Ambiance of area

Indicates how the area feels. Usually classed as feeling open (ie. plenty of space, open feel, plenty of green 

space, etc), enclosed (high density of buildings, little space in form of gardens, referred to as ‘town’ houses).




