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1.  Background
1.1  The Hardwicke settlement was established with the building of St Nicholas Church in 1092 and 

Hardwicke Court after 1188. From its first settlement to the present day its development has been 

influenced mainly by its location on the main route between Bristol and Gloucester.

 Map 1: Probable Original Routes in Hardwicke

1.2  Originally the main route from Bristol to Gloucester ran past the church and probably headed SW close 

to Hardwicke Court. A new road built in the mid 13th century joined Hardwicke and Haresfield. The 

road is believed to have diverted the original Gloucester-Bristol route to follow a new route that skirted 

the Cross Hands before passing along what is now Bath Road before heading toward Gloucester along 

what is now the Old Bristol Road ( B4008) ( map 2).

 Map 2: Amended routes caused by Hardwicke-Haresfield route
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1.3  Map 3 plots the routes from the map of 1699 (map 5) onto a current map. This gives an idea on how 

the area developed in the intervening time.

Map 3: 1699 routes

  The opening of the canal in 1827 resulted in the building of Sellars Bridge, encouraging another route 

linking Longney Lane and the B4008 (Old Bristol Road). This resulted in what is now Elmgrove Road 

East and Elmgrove Road West.

1.4  These routes have come to define the original Hardwicke, becoming of historical significance to the 

history and character of the village. These lanes are part of Hardwicke’s heritage and integral to its rural 

roots that underpin the village feel of Hardwicke.

1.5  Unfortunately many of these lanes are also convenient shortcuts to avoid the ever-growing traffic 

queues at the Cross Keys roundabout on the A38.

 Map 3: Routes of historic significance to Hardwicke Village
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2.  Hardwicke Today

2.1  Road Network

2.1.1  Hardwicke today is defined by its historic country lanes but has two busy through routes in the B4008 

and A38. The Gloucester-Sharpness canal is another major feature of the Parish.

2.1.2  The A38 is a major through route, and is part of the main route connecting the M5 Junction 12 to 

Gloucester and the Forest of Dean. This makes it the first crossing point of the River Severn north of 

the two Severn Bridges making it a major diversion route when the bridges are closed.

2.1.3    It further splits the Parish with land to its east side being the planned Hunts Grove development. 

The A38 is dual carriageway from its entry in the North of the Parish until the Cross Keys roundabout 

where it veers West as a single carriageway following the historical Bristol-Gloucester route. The dual 

carriageway between the roundabout and the motorway junction becomes part of the B4008. A 

revised junction at the A38/B4008 Bristol Road intersection is proposed to manage increased traffic 

flows due to the Hunts grove development.

2.1.4   The B4008 Bristol Road was originally a small road connecting Hardwicke and Haresfield. Introduction of 

the M5 junction 12 and upgrade of the A38 split the original route. The B4008 is now dual carriageway 

from the M5 Junction 12 to the Cross Keys roundabout. It then re-appears as a left turnoff from the A38 

approximately half a mile north of the Cross Keys roundabout, where it heads North into Quedgeley. 

This stretch is known as the Bristol Road and is now the busy main arterial route between Quedgeley 

and the M5 Junction 12.

2.1.5   From the West side of Sellars Bridge, Haywicks Lane heads West before veering north from its junction 

with Longney Lane into Longney Parish heading towards the River Severn less than a mile away.

2.1.6   From the junction, Longney Lane runs through the west side of the Parish towards Longney Village, 

leaving the Parish at Madams End Farm. Longney Lane is a historic route into Gloucester witnessed 

by the story as to how Madams End Farm was so named. Apparently this has reference to Henry VIII 

stopping at the farm en-route to Gloucester,

2.1.7   At the North end of Sellars Road a roundabout takes the road West down to the canal crossing at Sellars 

Bridge. The other through route heads East onto School Lane leaving the Parish into Quedgeley at 

Fishers Bridge that straddles Dimore Brook.

2.1.8   The east side of the A38 is the location of the Hunts Grove development. This major residential and 

industrial development will be built either side of the current Haresfield Lane and is in its early stages of 

development. When complete it will accommodate 2248 dwellings plus infrastructure with industrial 

units.

2.1.9   Speed limits are generally 30mph within the built up area. The Bristol Road within Hardwicke is 

delimited until its transition into the built up area when it reverts to 40mph until Green Lane where it 

reduces to 30mph
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2.1.10   The A38 is delimited along its dual carriageway but reduces to 50mph just west of the Cross Keys 

roundabout. The historic lanes of Pound Lane, Church Lane, Sellars Road and those on the west side of 

the canal are currently 30 mph however there has long been considerable concern expressed by the 

community on their increased use as a short cut (so called ‘rat-run’) to avoid queues at the Cross-Keys 

roundabout. Hardwicke Parish Council is considering what measures are available to either reduce or 

reinforce the existing speed limit on the lanes.

2.2	 		Traffic	Flows

2.2.1   Traffic using Hardwicke has increased in line with National trends, however its effects are acutely felt 

due to its road infrastructure. The main through routes are the A38 and B4008. The remainder provide 

access to residential areas or rural parishes closer to the Severn.

2.2.2   The main arterial route through Hardwicke is the A38. This is the primary route for traffic between the 

M5 junction 12A and Gloucester or the Forest of Dean. The single point of convergence on this route is 

at the Cross Keys roundabout causing it to become a chokepoint for traffic at morning and afternoon 

peak hours. This often results in tailbacks back to the motorway junction and even on the southbound 

and northbound M5 carriageway hard shoulder. This will be exacerbated on completion of Hunts Grove 

that will direct traffic from an additional 2248 houses (approximately an extra 4500 vehicles) onto the 

roundabout. This will be boosted by the additional support traffic for the houses (delivers, removal 

vehicles, etc) and extra traffic from the commercial facilities being built around Waterwells.

2.2.3   The B4008 Bristol Road is the most direct route between the main Quedgeley residential area 

(population 11800) and the M5. Development at Sellars Bridge has already added to traffic congestion 

and a further development at Mayos Land is set to further add to the traffic using this route. Once 

again traffic is directed to converge on the Naas Lane roundabout causing tailbacks into Hardwicke 

Parish along B4008 Bristol Road. There is no controlled pedestrian crossing point on this stretch of the 

B4008 Bristol Road.

2.2.4   The remaining routes provide access to estates or form part of the historical lanes.

2.2.5   The road connecting Davy Way with the B4008 is one way only, presumably due to its limited width.

2.2.6   A new traffic flow system for Hunts Grove is currently under discussion. The only traffic calming 

measures are raised tables within the Wharfdale and Hunts Grove developments.
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Map 5: Indicative traffic patterns heading to M5 Junction 12 in the area

2.3   Parking

2.3.1   There are no public car parks in Hardwicke. There are very few parking/loading restrictions within the 

Hardwicke area. Notable ones are the Keep Clear areas outside of Hardwicke School on Poplar Way 

and Westland Road.

2.4	 		Gloucester	&	Sharpness	Canal

2.4.1   The Gloucester-Sharpness canal runs diagonally NE-SW through the Parish with a historic swing-bridge 

crossing at Sellars Bridge. A crossing over the canal also existed at the bottom of Stanks Lane but was 

dismantled in 1985. The canal effectively divides the Parish, with the West side being predominately 

farmsteads and open farmland.

2.4.2   History

2.4.2.1   The Gloucester & Sharpness Canal was once the broadest and deepest in the world. Even today, it 

stands out from other navigations because of its sheer scale and impressive engineering

2.4.2.2   In 1793 Midlands industrialists together with merchants and other influential residents of Gloucester 

obtained an Act to construct a ship canal between Gloucester and Berkeley to bypass this bottleneck. 
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Sea-going ships would be able to reach Gloucester and raw materials could more easily be imported 

to the Midlands and finished goods exported, reducing costs.

2.4.2.3   In 1816, it was agreed that the canal should be routed less far inland, with its terminus to the east of 

the point at Sharpness, a couple of miles short of Berkeley.

2.4.2.4   The canal opened in 1827 — at 86ft 6in wide and 18ft deep, taking craft of 600 tons (with maximum 

dimensions 190ft long and 29ft wide), it was the biggest canal in England, a true ship canal. During 

the following decades, several large warehouses and a dry dock were built at Gloucester.

2.4.2.5   With the increasing size of ships, particularly steamers, the entrance at Sharpness was seen to be 

inadequate. A new entrance and dock was opened in 1874. New warehouses were erected, both at 

Sharpness and Gloucester. Further improvements were made at Sharpness in the 1890s.

2.4.2.6   The docks and canal continued busy through to the 1960s, an important new cargo being oil and 

petroleum with a wharf at Hardwicke . However, as had always been the case, imports considerably 

exceeded exports. Sharpness docks are still active, though there is now little commercial traffic on 

the canal itself although the pleasure usage continues to grow especially with the encouragement of 

Gloucester Docks regeneration.

2.4.2.7   Currently a scheme to automate the operation of the bridges over the canal is being introduced . The 

impact of this is yet to be determined.

2.5	 		Public	Transport

2.5.1   Bus Services

2.5.1.1   Excluding school services there are currently two bus services that serve the Parish. The main service 

to the village is the No 12 operated by Stagecoach on a mainly commercial basis. The No 66 service 

Gloucester to Stroud offers a service stop at the Starting Gate in Hardwicke. . The Sunday services 

receive some financial support from the council.

2.5.1.2   Routes that continue to provide an adequate service to Hardwicke are

•   12   Gloucester – Quedgeley

•   66    Gloucester – Stroud

2.5.1.3   None of the bus stops within the area are compliant with the Disability Discrimination Act. None have 

adequate parking protection or a raised kerb.

2.5.1.4   There is a Park and Ride facility in the adjacent Parish of Quedgeley based at Waterwells.

2.5.1.5   Within Gloucestershire County Council’s (GCC) Local Transport Plan (2015-2031) section LTP PD 1.2 – 

Community Transport including voluntary car schemes, it states that :

  ‘GCC will support those with limited Travel Choice. GCC will work with and support local communities 

to develop innovative responses to local transport needs. GCC will do this by implementing the 

following policy proposals:
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•   To work with community transport providers including voluntary car schemes to deliver a step 

change in the way community transport is perceived, used and delivered in Gloucestershire, 

particularly in rural areas 

•    To work with public transport operators (Bus, Community Transport and Rail)to encourage service 

timetables which complement one another, where it is operationally feasible

•   To encourage communities to recognise the role of Community Transport when writing their 

Neighbourhood Development Plan’

2.5.1.6   Hardwicke Parish Council recognises the importance of these initiatives and will engage with the 

County Council to investigate opportunities to provide support towards the delivery of passenger 

transport in partnership with GCC and Stroud District Council to enable a level of service to be 

maintained to meet the needs of the community.

2.5.1.7   As part of the Sellars Bridge development there was an initiative by the developer to encourage the 

use of public transport. However there is no feedback in respect of this initiative to demonstrate its 

effectiveness. Casual observation of this development does not indicate that there is a significant 

reduction in the use of private cars in favour of public transport.

2.5.2   Rail services

2.5.2.1   There are no current rail facilities within Hardwicke; the nearest rail connection is at Gloucester Train 

Station, located approximately 4.8 miles north of the centre of Hardwicke.

2.5.2.2   The planning approval for Hunts Grove included a condition that a plot be kept free for a rail station 

that could be located in Hardwicke/Haresfield and connected to the line between Birmingham and 

Bristol. Network Rail have not considered a facility at this location and it is not in their current 25 year 

plan. It is considered very unlikely that a station would be built, given the relatively close proximity of 

Gloucester and Cam & Dursley stations, and the impact on the timings of the cross-country express 

services. The franchise for the Cross Country Service has just been awarded for a 10 year period and 

does not even provide additional stops at Gloucester so the likelihood of providing additional stops 

are not considered an option.

2.6	 		Non-Motorised	Travel

2.6.1   Cycling

2.6.1.1   The newer roads and pavements in the Parish have well integrated cycle lanes. The older major route 

along the B4008 Bristol Road has relatively recent cycle lanes added on the carriageway.

2.6.1.2   National Cycle Network route 41 and 45 (same route) is a formal cycle route that runs through the 

Parish. The route enters the Parish on its north side on Haywickes Lane and follows Longney Lane out 

of the Parish at its west boundary.

2.6.1.3   There is a dedicated cycle path marked out along the footpath joining School Lane with Rosedale 

Close on Daleswharf.

2.6.1.4   The lanes within Hardwicke Parish are typical country lanes and are not wide enough to allow the 

provision of dedicated cycle path. The recent housing developments have made it even more 

hazardous for cyclists on these lanes.
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2.6.2   Walking

2.6.2.1   All new roads such as those in Hunts Grove and Waterwells have integrated pavements and cycle-ways 

providing safe walkways.

2.6.2.2   There is a pavement/footpath running alongside the A38, separated from the carriageway by a grass 

verge running from Bristol Road alongside the west carriageway leading to the Cross Keys roundabout. 

The path continues to follow the A38 into its single carriageway heading out of the Parish on its west 

boundary. There is no controlled pedestrian crossing for the A38 at any point in the Parish. There is a 

small track joining the A38 path with a small footpath on the garage side of the A38 leading into the 

Quedgeley West complex.

2.6.2.3   There are pavements on either side of the B4008 Bristol Road but no controlled pedestrian crossing 

within the Parish. This further hinders access to Hunts Grove as the only access is via Naas Lane, a 

considerable detour on foot.

2.6.2.4   There are no footpaths on Haywicks Lane, Longney Road, Church Lane, Pound Lane and Haresfield Lane. 

Green Lane has a footpath on its north side along its length from Sellars Road to the end of the Royal 

British Legion plot after which there is no footpath until a few yards from the Bristol Road junction.

2.6.2.5   Sellars Road has a pavement on its east side for most of its length.

2.6.2.6   All remaining streets in Hardwicke have a pavement on at least one side of the street.

2.6.3   Public footpaths

2.6.3.1   There are many public footpaths across the Parish most of them regularly used by dog walkers. 

Glevum Way is the main documented ramblers route and passes through Hardwicke. All footpaths 

and bridlepaths are shown in map 6.

  Condition of the footpaths varies from being overgrown and inaccessible to well maintained with 

hiker assistance such as styles, markers and bridges.

Map 6: Public footpaths in Hardwicke ( shown in pink dashed)
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3.   Issues to be addressed
3.1   As part of the preparation of this Plan an inaugural workshop was held in 2013 and a questionnaire 

was circulated in April 2014. Both of these consultation methods gave the community the opportunity 

to comment on a range of matters, including Hardwicke’s existing transport network. Annex A is the 

complete list of transport and communications related issues identified in the inaugural workshop 

and the April 2014 questionnaire. The information is summarised in the tables and charts below.

3.2   Table 1 shows the locations and category of issues identified in ranking order; highest scoring location 

at top of the vertical column, lowest at the bottom – highest scoring category on the left of the 

horizontal column, lowest on the right. Chart 1 is a chart ranking by location order to show where 

most issues were identified whilst chart 2 ranks the categories.

 Safety

 Speeding

 Parking 

 Volum
e 

 U
sed as Rat Run

 Potholes

 M
aintenance

 D
riving school 

m
anoeuvres at busy tim

es

 U
nsafe driving

 Too N
arrow

 Cycling

 Road layout

 Infrastructure

 W
alking

 U
nsafe for W

alking

 G
etting O

ut of D
rive

 D
runk D

river

 O
ther Issues

 O
verhanging Bushes

Green Lane 17 7 8 2 1    1    1       

Non Specific 2 7 5 9 1 3 3      2     1  

Church Lane 14 6  2 5    1 1     1     

Sellars Road 13 3 1 3 3 2         1  1   

Pound Lane 8 7  3 3    1      1     

All Roads 4 7 3 2  4 1   1          

Bristol Road 6 3  1  1 1     2  1  3    

Around School 1  10 1   1  1           

All Lanes 2 2  1 2     2 3         

Westland Road 3 1 4     2            

Hunts Grove Estate 1 3 2     3    1        

Westbourne Drive 5 3    1              

Overbrook Entrance 3  1                 

School Lane 3                  1

Footpaths              3      

Poplar Way 1  2                 
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 Safety
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Bath Road  1          1        

Cross Keys 

Roundabout
1 1                  

Dimore Close   2                 

Elmgrove Road West 

Jct
1            1       

Main Roads 1                   

Sticky Lane  1                  

Area of Pilot Bridge   1                 

Haywicks Lane  1                  

Industrial/ Business 

Sites
1                   

A38 1                   

Cornfield Drive         1           

Elmgrove Road East 

Jct
   1                

Henbury Close   1                 

Longney Road  1                  

Motorway    1                

Oaktree Close   1                 

Peartree Close   1                 

Sticky Lane  1                  

Village Hall           1         

Table 1: Number of issues identified by category and location
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Chart 1: Number of issues ranked by location
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Chart 2: Number of issues ranked by category

3.3   Types of issues

3.3.1   By percentage of response general road safety was the biggest issue identified, however this was a 

dedicated question in the questionnaire therefore was always going to attract the greatest response. 

Of the specific concerns identified speeding was most mentioned at 19% followed by parking (15%) 

and volume of traffic (9%). The use of shortcuts (termed ‘rat-runs’) was next at 5%. The potholes and 

maintenance categories combined make 6% of the issues identified while each of the remainder are 

less than 2% each.

3.3.2   60% of the total responses identified Green Lane, Pound Lane, Sellers Road and Church Lane as having 

safety concerns, the largest being 20% for Green Lane. Speeding and parking were the largest specific 

issues for Green Lane whilst use as a ‘rat-run’ featured high in Pound Lane, Church Lane and Sellars 

Road.

3.3.3   Speed is an issue on all roads but particularly Green Lane, Church Lane and Pound Lane.

3.3.4   Because of the location of the Quedgeley DVLA drivers Test Centre, a significant number of learner 

drivers use roads within Hardwicke Parish during lessons. This adds to the traffic within the Parish.

  Volume of traffic is a general concern within the Parish, with Pound Lane, Sellars Road and Church 

Lane identified as areas where this problem is most profound. This is potentially due to the roads being 

used as ‘rat-runs’.
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3.4   Location of issues

3.4.1   The non-specific location entries are not commented on as there is insufficient detail to pursue redress. 
Overall 13% of entries mentioned Green Lane as having issues followed by Church Lane (11%), Sellars 
Road (10%) and Pound Lane (8%). These four lanes attracted more than 40% of the total comments. 
Bristol Road was next at 6% whilst the area around the school attracted 5%. Westland Road and Hunts 
Grove attracted 3.5% each whilst Westbourne Drive attracted 3%. Each of the remainder had less than 
1.5% each.

3.4.2   Whilst Bristol Road does not have a ‘stand-out’ feature in the issues the feedback does suggest growing 
concerns with increased traffic volume. For example there were three separate comments about 
difficulty getting out of driveways onto the Bristol Road.

3.4.3   Another interpretation of combining data is the safety issues regarding walking and cycling on the 
lanes. Several categories indicate it being unsafe to walk or cycle around the lanes.

3.5   Rationalisation and Prioritisation of Issues

3.5.1   The data in table 1 is raw data that requires rationalisation. For example the parking issues on Peartree 
Close, Oaktree Close and others are most certainly linked to the parking issues around that area due 
to school start and finish times. The following rationalisation was applied to the original data

3.5.2   The following issues were removed as being generic issues that could not be specifically addressed. 
They were however assessed as such

•   Issue titled ‘General Problem’ removed

•    Issue titled ‘Safety’ removed

•    Issue titled ‘Other issues’ removed

3.5.3   The following locations were removed or subsumed into other categories for the reasons specified

•   Location titled ‘Non-specific’ was removed as its generic nature could not realistically be evaluated

•    Location titled ‘All roads’ was removed as its generic nature could not realistically be evaluated

•    Location titled ‘All lanes’ was removed as its generic nature could not realistically be evaluated

•    Location titled ‘Main roads’ was removed as its generic nature could not realistically be evaluated

•    Location titled ‘A38’ was removed as removal of the Safety category removed all its issues

3.5.4   Parking issues identified in locations Poplar Way, Westland Road, Oaktree Close and Peartree Close were 
deemed to be part of the parking issues linked to school start and finish times. They were therefore 
subsumed into the ‘Around school’ category.

3.5.5   Table 1 below collates the type and location of concerns into a matrix. The numbers in the matrix are 
the number of issues raised against that location. It follows therefore that the higher numbers reflect 
the most important issues and locations in the community. This allows the matrix to be used as a 
prioritisation tool to ensure the Neighbourhood Development Plan (NDP) concentrates on the most 
important issues.

3.5.6   The Pareto Principle1 asserts in a number of events, 80% of the outcome can be attributed to 20% of 
the events. Applying this to the data enables the NDP to maximise benefit from targeted solutions by 
identification of the ‘20%’.
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3.5.7   The outcome is the rationalised and prioritised version in table 2.

 Speeding

 Parking 

 Volum
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 U
sed as Rat Run

 Potholes

 M
aintenance

 D
riving school 

m
anoeuvres at busy 

tim
es

 U
nsafe driving

 Too N
arrow

 Cycling

 Road layout

 Infrastructure

 W
alking

 U
nsafe for W

alking

 G
etting O

ut of D
rive
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runk D

river

 O
verhanging Bushes

Green Lane 7 8 2 1    1    1      

Church Lane 6  2 5    1 1     1    

Sellars Road 3 1 3 3 2         1  1  

Pound Lane 7  3 3    1      1    

Bristol Road 3  1  1 1     2  1  3   

Around School  18

1   1  1          

Westland Road 1 0     2           

Hunts Grove Estate 3 2     3    1       

Westbourne Drive 3    1             

Overbrook Entrance  1                

School Lane                 1

Footpaths             3     

Bath Road 1          1       

Cross Keys 
Roundabout

1                 

Dimore Close  2                

Elmgrove Road West 
Jct

           1      

Sticky Lane 1                 

Area of Pilot Bridge  1                

Haywicks Lane 1                 

Cornfield Drive        1          

Elmgrove Road East 
Jct

  1               

Henbury Close  1                

Longney Road 1                 

Motorway   1               

Sticky Lane 1                 

Village Hall          1        

Table 2: Rationalised and Prioritised Issues by category and location
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3.5.8   The most important issues likely to provide highest maximum gain therefore are

No. Issues   Issue   Location

18   Parking   Around school

8   Parking   Green Lane

7   Speeding   Green Lane

7   Speeding   Pound Lane

6   Speeding   Church Lane

5   Shortcut   Church Lane

3.6	 		Key	Issue	1	-	Parking	around	Hardwicke	Parochial	School

3.6.1   Hardwicke Parochial Primary School is a Church of England Academy for children aged 4 - 11 years 

and has over 400 pupils on roll. Located at the end of Poplar Way, a cul-de-sac, the school start time 

is 0900hrs and finishing time 1515hrs. Whilst many pupils walk to school many are dropped off by 

relatives. Being in a cul-de-sac with no dedicated parking or drop off area drivers are left to their own 

devices on where and when to drop off the pupils. Currently the Village Hall car park is available with a 

capacity of 40 cars, as a facility for parents to use for dropping off and collecting their children. However 

it appears that only a limited few make use of this facility.

3.6.2   The issue is that between 0830-0855hrs and 1445-15:30hrs daily during term time the area around the 

school is filled with parked cars, cars dropping off/picking up children or cars trying to turn in cul-de-

sacs after dropping off children.

3.6.3   The only current mitigation since the retirement of the road crossing supervisor in Westbourne Drive 

are the keep clear markings along one side of the road.

3.7   Key Issue 2 - Parking in Green Lane

3.7.1   Green Lane is narrow along its length but also has a number of ‘pinch-points’ where it is difficult, if not 

impossible, for two vehicles to pass. It provides access to the RBL club, the Village Hall and Hardwicke 

football club. Whilst these facilities have reasonably large dedicated parking space there are times when 

events such as football matches coincide with events in the village hall resulting in overspill parking 

onto the verges of Green Lane.

3.7.2   The other parking issue raised is as a result of inconsiderate parking on a bend in Green Lane (see fig 

..). Whilst cars often park, legally, on the north side of the lane in the vicinity of the bend, this action 

causes vehicles travelling towards Bristol Road to move into the path of oncoming traffic. Depending 

on the location of the parked vehicle in relation to the bend traffic visibility can be severely hampered 

and on a number of occasions have occasioned `Near Miss’ incidents.
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3.8	 		Speeding	along	Village	lanes

3.8.1   Key Issue 3 - Green Lane

3.8.1.1   This lane is narrow along its length but also has a ‘pinch-point’ where it is difficult, if not impossible, 

for two vehicles to pass. It has a number of points where visibility of oncoming traffic is limited by the 

hedgerows, trees and buildings alongside the lane. The lane is limited to 30mph. Its central straight 

stretch in the centre has good visibility and is often used to accelerate to a relatively high speed. Whilst 

not necessarily over the speed limit this can result in excessive speed being carried into the bends 

beyond the straight with increased risk to other users.

3.8.1.2   Green Lane is part of an increasingly popular shortcut that enables traffic to by-pass the bottleneck 

on the B 4008 caused by Naas Lane roundabout. This is exacerbated by this being the shortest route 

directed by satnav systems around the weight restriction on Pound Lane.

3.8.2   Key Issue 4 - Pound Lane

3.8.2.1   Pound Lane links the A38 to Church Lane. The lane is mostly wide enough for two cars to pass 

comfortably but there are two pinch points that require care, one of which has dedicated ‘passing 

places’. There are well kept verges at each end outside houses. These give way to open verges with 

drainage ditches and brooks on either side.

3.8.2.2  There is a double bend at its mid point, sharper than it 

appears to be on any map. Hedgerows either side of the 

lane limit visibility particularly when the plants are in leaf.
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3.8.2.3   Pound Lane is limited to 30mph. It has several straight stretches with good visibility that is often used 

to accelerate to a relatively high speed. Whilst not necessarily over the speed limit this can result in 

excessive speed being carried into the bends beyond the straight with increased risk to other users 

particularly when approaching the pinch points. So whilst the issue identified was speed it is not 

necessarily illegal speed, it is inappropriate speed.

3.8.2.4   The speed issue can be exaggerated by the pinch points. Whilst there is sufficient visibility and space 

for opposing traffic to safely negotiate the pinch points it does require an element of consideration for 

other road users and willingness to use the available opportunities to pull-in when space is available. 

Faster traffic sometimes miss these opportunities thus meeting oncoming traffic at the narrow point 

requiring extra care from both vehicles to ensure safe passage.

3.8.2.5   Pound Lane is part of an increasingly popular shortcut that enables traffic to by-pass the bottlenecks 

at the Cross Keys and Naas Lane roundabouts. The shortcut links the A38 to Severnvale Road via Pound 

Lane, Church Lane, Sellars Road, School Lane (see map ). As traffic gets heavier the tailbacks get longer 

so more people look for shortcuts to avoid the bottlenecks. Whilst a 7.5 tonne weight restriction ‘Except 

for Loading’ is in force on Pound Lane it is currently used as the most direct route for HGV’s to and from 

Challenge Fencing and Vicks Transport yard.

3.8.3	 		Key	Issue	5	–	Church	Lane

3.8.3.1   Church Lane links Pound Lane with Sellars Road. It passes through the earliest part of the village and 

contains the highest density of historic buildings alongside it. One of the buildings, the Old Rectory, 

is home for the popular Puckleducks nursery. This increases the footfall using these lanes in turn 

increasing the risk particularly when there are no pavements or verges on these lanes. The lane is the 

narrowest of the Hardwicke Lanes with a number of pinch points wide enough for one vehicle only.

3.8.3.2    The safety risk is increased in the southern half of the lane due to high hedgerows directly alongside 

much of the northern side of the lane with Dimore Brook (approx. 5 feet deep) running alongside the 

southern side. This limits the passing spaces either side of the pinch points with no verges to take 

emergency avoidance should it be necessary.

3.8.3.3    Visibility is limited due to bends in the road and high hedgerows.

3.8.3.4   The north end of the lane is more open with pinch points that 

has good visibility leading up to them allowing vehicles time 

to use the plentiful passing places if needed. Hedgerows are 

set back off the road with wide verges alongside the lane.
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3.8.3.5   Church Lane, like Green Lane and Pound Lane is limited to 30mph. The issue identified is speeding it 

is not so much breaking the speed limit but inappropriate speed that is the issue; particularly in the 

southern half of the lane.

3.8.3.6   Also similar to the other lanes , the pinch points are the biggest risk. The difference on the southern 

half of Church Lane is the limited visibility on approaches to the pinch points and the length of them. 

Once committed to entering the pinch point drivers are reliant on other users giving way.

3.8.3.7   Whilst in most places there is sufficient visibility and space for opposing traffic to safely negotiate 

the pinch points it does require an element of consideration for other road users and willingness 

to use the available opportunities to pull-in when space is available. Faster traffic sometimes miss 

these opportunities thus meeting oncoming traffic at the narrow point requiring extra care from both 

vehicles to ensure safe passage.

3.8.3.8  Pound Lane, together with Church Lane is part of an increasingly popular shortcut that enables traffic 

to by-pass the bottlenecks at the Cross Keys and Naas Lane roundabouts.

3.9	 		Key	Issue	6	Using	Church	Lane	as	a	shortcut

3.9.1   Increasing pressure on the Hardwicke road infrastructure was discussed in paras. 2.1 and 2.2. The Cross 

Keys chokepoint encourages traffic to find alternative routes. A growing favourite uses Pound Lane 

and Church Lane to circumnavigate the congested area to gain access to Quedgeley, Gloucester and 

the Forest of Dean (see map).

3.9.2   Key issue 4 and 5 details the severe physical limitations of Church and Pound Lanes. Speed is already 

identified as an issue that increase the risk to users of the lane, increased traffic, some due to frustrated 

drivers finding alternative routes, can only drive the risk higher.
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4.			Proposals
4.1  There are no easy solutions to the concerns identified in section3.6 to 3.9 . but the strategy that 

Hardwicke Parish Council propose to adopt for these issues are summarised as follows:

4.1.1  Item 3.6 In addition to continual dialogue between the school and parents to make them aware that 

alternative car parking is available at the Village Hall with a capacity of 40 cars, as a facility for parents to 

use for dropping off and collecting their children, very little else can be achieved other than providing 

further parking restrictions which would then call on a resource to enforce these measures. The latter is 

not considered a sensible solution. The problem of parking around schools is a county wide problem 

and it is felt that there is nothing unique in Hardwicke that would enable funding to be obtained to 

provide any other mitigations

4.1.2   Item 3.7 With the exception of the inconsiderate parking on the bend in the vicinity of the Royal British 

Legion the remainder of the regular parking problems in Green Lane are in respect of The School . The 

mitigation measures are as for 3.6

4.1.3   Item 3.8 concerns speeding. After discussions with the County Council Highways Manager because 

of the nature of these lanes no change in status is possible. Also no physical traffic calming measures 

can be introduced. Hardwicke Parish Council in partnership with The Police Commissioner is proposing 

the introduce speed activated Lighted Mandatory speed reminder signs in selected areas of the parish 

in an attempt to regulate the speed.

  Also it is considering road marking reminders in the most troublesome areas.

4.1.4  Item 3.9 A dialogue between Hardwicke Parish Council and the County Councillor ensures this issue 

is constantly aired and reviewed to account of any changing environment.

4.1.5   Item 2.5.7 Hardwicke Parish Council will engage with the County Council to investigate opportunities 

to provide support towards the delivery of passenger transport in partnership with GCC and Stroud 

District Council to enable a level of service to be provided, which maintains a communities quality of 

life.

4.1.6   Item 2.6. In support of the Stroud District Councils adopted Local Plan a non motorised Cycle Route 

will be considered and developed between the Hunts Grove development within Hardwicke and the 

remainder of Hardwicke, to support a safer and more environmentally friendly means of transportation. 

This principal will be extended to consider how a similar route can be developed to connect Hardwicke 

with Quedgeley across Dimore Brook.
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5.			Conclusion
5.1   The Village is served by frequent bus services that meet the needs of the village. Also opportunities 

for walking and cycling exist along designated routes.

5.2   Issues identified relate primarily to parking along Green Lane/ at the Primary School. These will be 

addressed through liaison with GCC highways, as will potholes.

5.3   Overall, the Parish is suitably accommodated in relation to a range of transport modes.
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Annex	A	–	Inaugural	Workshop	and	Questionnaire	Responses	
	

Inaugural	workshop	–	summary	of	findings	
	

The	full	GRCC	findings	can	be	found	in	…………..	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

Communication and transport – workshop output 
 
Hardwicke is close to major facilities and has good motorway connections with 
the M5 junction (move in-access??) being seen as an opportunity..       
Road infrastructure is identified as a particular weakness of Hardwicke.  Traffic 
volumes are not suitable for the narrow lanes but the workshop wanted the lanes 
to be retained.  
Increased traffic flow from outside community and congestion caused by 
developments contributed to dangerous roads that impacted on child safety  
The workshop identified the fact that Hardwicke rural road structure does not 
safely support the volume of traffic volume. The lanes are used as a ‘…rat run…’. 
This is exasperated by the road width/spread and poor maintenance. 
Traffic speed reduced leisure opportunities such as walking and cycling. Quiet 
lane status/road closure for Hardwicke village/lanes was put forward as an 
opportunity 
Public transport is seen as a particular weakness and its improvement was seen 
as an opportunity. 
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Parish	Questionnaire	April	2014	–	Complete	Results	
	
	
C7	If	there	are	any	areas	in	Hardwicke	where	you	don't	feel	safe,	please	
state	where	and	explain	why	you	don't	feel	safe	there.	
	
Number	of	responses:	48	
	
41	 respondents	 (38%	 of	 109)	 stated	 either	 locations,	 reasons	 or	 both.	 	 A	
summary	 of	 the	 most	 common	 locations	 and	 reasons	 is	 provided	 separately	
below,	followed	by	a	table	showing	the	reasons	at	each	of	the	common	locations.		
7	of	the	48	respondents	who	made	comments	in	response	to	this	question	said	
they	feel	safe	in	Hardwicke.	
	
Most	common	answers	
	
Locations	
• Church	Lane	 	 6	
• Sellars	Road	 	 5	
• Green	Lane		 	 3	
• Pound	Lane	 	 3	
• Underpass/subway	 3	
• Alleyways	 	 	 2	
• Waterwells	Drive	 	 2	
• Westbourne	News			 2	

	
Reasons	
• Traffic	 	 	 	 	 15	 (e.g.	speeding,	dangerous	driving,	

dangerous	parking)	
• Groups	of	young	people/youths	 	 8	 	
• The	dark	 	 	 	 	 6	 	
• Lack	of	street	lights	 	 	 3	
• Drugs	 	 	 	 	 2	 	
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Locations	with	reasons	
	
Location	 Reasons	at	stated	

location	
Church	Lane	(6)	 Traffic	(6)	
Sellars	Road	(5)	 Traffic	(3),	Dark	(1)		
Green	Lane	(3)	 Traffic	(2),	Youths	(1)	
Pound	Lane	(3)	 Traffic	(3)	
Underpass/subway	
(3)	

Youths	(1)	

Alleyways	(2)	 	
Waterwells	Drive	(2)	 Traffic	(1),	Dark	(1)	
Westbourne	News	(2)	 Youths	(2)	
	
Full	comments	A-Z		
	
a) Locations/reasons	
• Alleys	
• Alleyways.		The	lanes	when	walking	-	traffic	going	too	fast.	
• Anywhere	the	street	lights	are	turned	off	at	night.	
• Around	Westbourne	News	shop,	as	young	youths	hang	around	there,	and	you	dare	not	

look	at	them	as	you	might	get	attacked.	
• Church	Lane	-	high	volume/speed	of	traffic	pose	a	threat	to	pedestrians.	
• Church	 Lane	 -	 traffic	 volumes.	 	 'Rat	 run'.	 	 I	 would	 like	 to	 see	 access	 to	 Church	 Lane	

restricted	but	NOT	closed.	
• Crossing	on	roundabout,	see	item	B2	and	B3.	[B2:	Decent	bus	service.		Access	from	Bath	

Road	over	 to	 services,	 shop,	&	McDonald's,	 garage	over	 roads	4008	&	A38.	B3:	 Speed	
limits	and	pedestrian	lights.]	

• Don't	go	out	in	the	dark.	
• Drugs	is	a	big	problem	locally.		Lack	of	police	presence.		Speed	of	traffic	down	our	roads	

and	 locality.	 	 Lots	 of	 fence	panels	 down	at	 the	moment	 -	 not	 sure	 if	 dogs	will	 appear	
when	walking	past.	

• Footpaths	around	Oak	Tree	Close	and	surrounding	area	-	after	dark	-	lack	of	street	lights;	
village	 green/pond/footpath	 area	 generally,	 the	 same	 -	 maybe	 concern	 more	 for	
teenagers	than	adults.	

• I	am	concerned	about	recent	burglaries	in	Barley	Close	and	Elmgrove	Road	East.	
• I	 live	on	 the	Bristol	Road,	where	 there	are	obvious	 traffic	hazards	 -	poor	 road	surface,	

speeding	vehicles,	increasing	traffic	volume	-	no	policing	to	control	this.	
• In	Green	Lane	between	the	caravan	site	and	the	next	bungalow	with	cars	always	parked	

on	 bend.	 	 This	 is	 always	making	me	 drive	 on	 the	wrong	 side	 of	 the	 road.	 	 Very,	 very	
dangerous.	

• Increased	volume	of	traffic	makes	walking	in	the	lanes	dangerous.	
• Marconi	 Drive	 and	 Waterwells	 Drive.	 	 I	 know	 these	 are	 in	 Quedgeley!!	 but	 join	 to	

Hardwicke	at	top	of	road.		The	amount	of	learner	drivers	turning	is	a	'joke'	with	lorries,	
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kids	walking	home	from	school	-	the	most	I	have	seen	doing	3	point	turns	in	one	go	is	5	-	
every	time	I	go	in	or	out	there	is	a	car	there.		

• New	estates	have	brought	Hardwicke	away	from	being	a	village	and	now	it's	an	estate	
like	 all	 others.	 	 Youths	 urinating	 on	 gates.	 	 Drunks	 in	 the	 road	 (Bristol	 Road).	 	 Even	
hoovering	the	car,	I	had	the	mats	stolen.		(We	are	Hardwicke	estate.)	

• Not	 so	 much	 where,	 as	 why,	 i.e.	 1)	 Where	 there	 are	 groups	 of	 youths	 displaying	
antisocial	behaviour.		2)	Where	cars	are	being	driven	dangerously	around	lanes.	

• Only	don't	feel	safe	if	I	have	to	walk	in	the	dark	at	night.	
• Overbrook	 Road,	 we	 have	 experienced	 a	 lot	 of	 trouble	 where	 we	 live	 due	 to	 other	

residents	in	rented	accommodation	having	a	huge	lack	of	respect	for	others.	
• Pathways	between	housing	at	night.	
• Pilot	roundabout	>	School	Lane	roundabout.		High	overhanging	branches	and	brambles.		

If	go	to	post	box	can't	see	traffic	SLR	>	PR	direction	due	to	hedges.	
• Pond	side	of	playing	field	near	Green	Lane	-	area	frequented	by	bored	youths/graffiti/fag	

buts/broken	glass.	
• Pound	Lane,	Church	Lane	-	walking	on	the	road	is	unsafe	due	to	the	speed	of	the	traffic.	
• Pound	Lane/Church	Lane/Sellars	Road,	because	of	the	increase	in	traffic!!	
• See	 E2.	 [Sellars	 Road,	 Church	 Lane,	 Pound	 Lane	 -	 RAT	 RUN.	 	 I	 know,	 walking	 to	 the	

church,	no	pavement	and	dangerous	corners,	is	very	dangerous	-	cars	won't	stop!!!	and	
people	drive	too	fast.		Get	the	speed	camera	in	action	again!!]	

• Sellars	Road	
• Sellars	Road	area	-	just	because	it	is	so	dark	in	the	evenings.		Pavements	in	general	worry	

me	 -	 potholes/cracks/severe	 sideways	 slopes	 are	 all	 dangerous	 and	 can	 cause	 major	
problems	to	me	in	a	wheelchair	and	also	to	anyone	walking.	

• Sellars	Road,	Green	Lane,	Bristol	Road	-	speeding	traffic.	
• Some	roads	in	'rougher'	parts	of	village.	
• Sometimes	felt	little	intimidated	around	youth	shelter	on	playing	field	when	large	group	

are	there.		But	I	have	never	felt	'unsafe'	in	Hardwicke.	
• Stay	in	dark	nights.	
• Subway	into	Quedgeley.		Too	many	teenagers	gathered	under	the	bridge.	
• There	are	a	few	roads	with	no	street	lighting	which	I	avoid	walking	down	as	I	do	not	feel	

safe	at	all.	 	Also	there	are	some	roads	that,	although	they	have	pavement,	you	cannot	
use	 the	pavements	as	 they	are	overgrown	so	 forcing	you	 to	use	 the	 roads	 to	walk	on.		
Also	there	are	many	pavements	that	are	not	wide	enough	for	wheelchair	access.	

• Underpass	area	at	night	time.	
• Underpass.		Sometimes	outside	Westbourne	News	when	there	are	a	large	youth	crowd.	
• Village	hall	car	park	at	night	attracts	lots	of	cars/music	and	people	hanging	around.	
• Walking	down	Church	Lane	-	speeding	traffic.	
• Walking	down	to	the	church	with	the	cars	speeding	and	using	the	lane	as	a	rabbit	run	to	

avoid	the	traffic.	
• Walking	in	any	streets	after	dark.		Due	to:	gang/drug/youth	culture.	
• Waterwells	 Drive,	 especially	 when	 dark.	 	 Later	 in	 evening,	 few	 cars	 using	 the	 road.		

Sometimes	feel	"vulnerable".	
• Where	there	are	large	collection	of	youngsters.	
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b) Feel	safe		
• Am	OK	where	I	go.	
• N/A	
• No.	
• No,	I	feel	safe	in	Hardwicke.	
• No.	
• No.	
• Not	really,	I	do	not	personally	have	any	issues	with	safety.	
	
E3	Are	you	concerned	about	the	following	aspects?	(Tick	one	per	row)	
	
Number	of	
respondents	 Yes	 No	

Don't	
know	 No	reply	 Total	

Condition	of	roads	 95	 8	 3	 3	 109	
Condition	of	
pavements	 75	 21	 7	 6	 109	
Condition	of	footpaths	 78	 14	 10	 7	 109	
	

	%	of	109	respondents	 Yes	 No	
Don't	
know	 No	reply	 Total	

Condition	of	roads	 87%	 7%	 3%	 3%	 100%	
Condition	of	
pavements	 69%	 19%	 6%	 6%	 100%	
Condition	of	footpaths	 72%	 13%	 9%	 6%	 100%	
	
E4	How	often	do	you	use	public	transport	(buses)	in	Hardwicke?	
	

		
Number	of	
respondents	

%	of	109	
respondents	

Daily	 8	 7%	
Weekly	 26	 24%	
Monthly	 16	 15%	
Less	often	 35	 32%	
Never	 23	 21%	
No	reply	 1	 1%	
Total	 109	 100%	
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E5	What	would	encourage	you	to	use	buses	more	often?	(Tick	all	that	apply)	
	

		
Number	of	
respondents	

%	of	109	
respondents	

Increased	frequency	 31	 28%	
Different	times	 8	 7%	
Different	routes	 21	 19%	
Cheaper	 22	 20%	
Disabled	access	 8	 7%	
Pushchair	access	 3	 3%	
Additional	bus	
shelters	 16	 15%	
Would	not	use	 19	 17%	
Other,	please	specify	 9	 8%	
No	reply	 22	 20%	
	
	“Other,	please	specify”	
	
Number	of	responses:	25*	
*Only	9	respondents	actually	ticked	the	box	marked	“Other”	but	25	wrote	comments	
in	the	“Other”	box.		16	of	these	stated	changes	that	would	encouraged	them	to	use	
buses	more	often	and	9	made	other	comments	such	as	“Do	not	need”	or	
“Adequate”.	
	
Most	common	answers	
• More	buses	on	Sundays	 	 	 	 3	
• More	buses	in	evenings	 	 	 	 2	
• Allow	bus	passes	to	be	used	earlier	in	morning	 2	
	
Full	comments	A-Z	
	
a) Changes	required	
• Allow	bus	passes	to	be	used	earlier	than	9.30.	
• Alter	the	bus	pass	time	in	the	morning.	
• Although	wheelchairs	 can	go	on	buses	 -	 the	positioning	of	 a	pole	on	 the	bus	makes	 it	

extremely	difficult	to	get	into	the	wheelchair	space.	
• Better	service	on	Sundays	and	Bank	Holidays.	
• Bus	service	on	a	Sunday.	
• Free	for	over	60s.	
• I	go	over	to	the	catholic	church	in	Tuffley	and	as	there	is	no	bus,	have	to	drive	or	walk.	
• If	they	came	through	village.	
• Later	service	in	evenings.	
• Less	breakdowns,	esp.	regarding	train	connections.	
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• No	buses	through	Church	Lane	and	I	cannot	walk	to	Westland	Road.	
• Reliability	and	availability	evenings,	early	mornings	and	Sundays.	
• Ride	on	buses	should	be	routed	to	hospital	on	required	times	to	coincide	with	hospital	

times.		
• See	D5	-	commercial	vehicles,	speeding	in	the	lanes.	[D5	-	Too	many	commercial	vehicles	

are	parked	in	front	of	houses	even	on	grass	verges	-	ruining	the	verges!]	
• Timetables	always	changing.	
• We	are	not	within	walking	distance	of	a	bus	stop.	
	
b) Other	comments	
• Cycle,	walk	or	use	car.	
• Do	not	need	(at	the	moment).	
• I	feel	bus	service	is	adequate.	
• I	think	bus	services	are	adequate	at	this	time.	
• Unable	to	drive.	
• Use	Park	&	Ride	daily.	
• Used	every	time	I	go	to	town.		2-3	times	week.	
• We	just	use	the	Park	&	Ride	which	is	excellent.	
• When	I	can	no	longer	drive	(to	Park	&	Ride).	
	
E6	Please	use	this	space	to	make	comments	on	any	other	traffic	issues	
	
Number	of	responses:	53	
	
The	 comments	 have	 been	 categorised	 under	 a	 range	 of	 headings.	 	 A	 few	 of	 the	
comments	 span	 more	 than	 one	 heading	 and	 have	 been	 split	 for	 the	 purpose	 of	
categorisation.		The	headed	comments	have	been	arranged	in	descending	numerical	
order	(i.e.	the	category	with	the	most	comments	appears	first).	 	The	categories	are	
as	follows:	
	
• Speeding	 	 	 	 17		 e.g.	 Pound	 Lane;	Bristol	Road;	 lanes;	 traffic	

calming	needed	
• Parking		 	 	 	 16	 e.g.	 school;	 pavements;	 outside	 houses;	

Poplar	Way		
• Traffic	volume	 	 	 9	 e.g.	rush	hour	
• Buses		 	 	 	 7	 e.g.	more	bus	stops;	more	laybys	
• Walking		 	 	 	 4	 e.g.	pedestrian	crossings	
• Learner	drivers/Driving	school		 3	 	
• Repair	potholes		 	 	 3	 	
• Cycle	paths	needed		 	 2	 	
• Quiet	lane	status		 	 	 2	 	
• Other		 	 	 	 4	 	
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Full	comments	by	category	(then	A-Z	within	each	category)	
	

Speeding	(17)	
• Concerned	about	speeding	on	estate	roads	
• Drivers	ignoring	speed	limit	along	lanes.	
• Heavy	volume	and	speed	in	Pound	Lane	a	problem.	
• I	 have	 already	mentioned	 excess	 speed,	 especially	 reckless	 in	 the	 early	morning	 rush	

hour	-	a	30	mph	limit	is	a	must	-	I'll	believe	it	when	I	see	it	imposed.	
• Pursuance	of	traffic	calming.	
• Reduce	speed	on	Bristol	Road	
• Residents	 need	 to	 remember	 to	 follow	 speed	 limits	when	 using	 'rat	 runs'	 e.g.	 Church	

Lane/Pound	Lane.	
• Slower	traffic,	20mph,	traffic	calming	
• Some	young	people	are	v.	inconsiderate	(speedsters).	
• Speed	limit	along	Bristol	Road	is	too	high.		Residential	areas	need	'children	at	play'	signs.	
• Speed	limit	signs	on	Waterwells	Drive	to	be	more	prominent.	
• Speed	of	traffic	sadly	dreadful	-	more	traffic	calming	measures	so	needed	together	with	

the	 speed	 restrictions	 -	 other	 comments	 made	 in	 'road	 safety'	 box	 overleaf.	 	 THE	
NUMBER	OF	CARS	CAN	ONLY	BE	ON	THE	INCREASE!	

• Speeding	along	Westbourne	Drive.			
• Speeding	and	rat	run	issues	are	the	main	problem.	
• Speeding	in	villages.	
• Speeding	on	all	30mph	lanes.	
• Too	much	speeding	on	Corkeys	roundabout.	
	

Parking	(16)	
• Cars	parked	in	Green	Lane,	Naas	Lane	roundabout	(peak	times).		Cars/vehicles	parked	on	

the	pavements.			
• Concerned	about	the	habit	of	parking	routinely	on	pavement.		Often	have	to	push	pram	

into	road.		Often	not	necessary	at	all.		Why	allow	extensions	to	cover	a	driveway	when	it	
means	the	cars	will	be	parked	on	the	road.	

• Congestion	 at	 school	 finishing	 time.	 	 Cars	 parked	 everywhere.	 	 What	 happened	 to	
walking	to	school?	

• Excessive	purchasing	of	cars	per	households	blocking	entrance/exits	to	residential	areas.	
• Irresponsible	parking	by	people	dropping	children	off	and	picking	them	up	at	Hardwicke	

School.	 	Very	dangerous	at	 times,	 all	 around	 corners	of	 roads,	 so	 that	 you	 cannot	 see	
what	traffic	is	coming.	

• Parking	at	Hardwicke	School.	
• Parents	using	Green	Lane	for	school	parking.	
• Parking	along	Westlands	Road,	Poplar	Way,	Dimore	Close.	
• Parking	by	Legion	on	dangerous	corner/wide/visibility	nil/double	Y	lines.	
• Parking	 in	 and	 out	 of	 school	 times	 in	 Poplar	 Way,	 Peartree	 Close,	 Oaktree	 Close,	

Westland	Road.	
• Parking	of	cars.	
• Parking	on	the	pavements	should	be	stopped.	
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• Please	 see	 E2	 [Residents	 parking	 on	 pavements	 on	 Hunts	 Grove	 Estate.	 	 Lots	 of	
inconsiderate	 parking	 -	 as	 a	 parent	 of	 one	 small	 child	 plus	 one	 in	 a	wheelchair	 it	 is	 a	
hazard	walking	around	the	estate.]	

• See	C7	[In	Green	Lane	between	the	caravan	site	and	the	next	bungalow	with	cars	always	
parked	on	bend.	 	This	 is	always	making	me	drive	on	the	wrong	side	of	the	road.	 	Very,	
very	dangerous.]	

• See	E2	 [Considering	the	Hardwicke	 infant/junior	 is	 in	 the	main	used	by	 local	 families,	 I	
am	surprised	how	many	parents	pick	their	children	up	in	cars.		They	are	sometimes	very	
inconsiderate	when	parking	and	at	times	careless	when	driving	through	the	area.]	

• Silly	 parking	 around	 school.	 	 Especially	 around	 alleyway	 forcing	 children	 to	 cross	
between	parked	cars.	

	

Traffic	volume	(9)	
• Amount	of	traffic	coming	off	at	J12	and	using	the	roads	into	Gloucester.		Traffic	queues	

from	6am	at	Duncar[?]/Bath	Road.	
• Church	 Lane	 used	 as	 short	 cut	 to	 motorway/A38	 junction	 at	 peak	 times	 (7.00-

9.00am/5.00-7.00pm).		Becoming	increasingly	congested	at	these	times.	
• Congestion	 at	 school	 finishing	 time.	 	 Cars	 parked	 everywhere.	 	 What	 happened	 to	

walking	to	school?	
• Heavy	volume	and	speed	in	Pound	Lane	a	problem.	
• It's	increasingly	difficult	to	exit	Elmgrove	Road	East	onto	the	Bristol	Road	as	the	traffic	is	

so	busy.	
• Takes	me	10	mins	to	get	onto	road.		Bristol	Road	is	now	a	shortcut	to	motorway.		Why	

not	close	bridge	on	Bristol	Road,	then	traffic	would	have	to	go	over	Naas	Lane	Bridge.	
• There	should	be	traffic	lights	at	the	junction	at	the	Starting	Gate	pub,	as	I	have	spent	up	

to	10	minutes	trying	to	get	out	of	my	driveway.		If	there	was	traffic	lights	there	would	be	
no	need	for	30mph	limit.	

• VERY	worried	about	the	talked	about	closures	of	Green	Lane,	Pound	Lane	etc.	which	we	
are	very	much	against.	 	This	would	 just	push	 traffic	 into	other	areas	of	 the	village	and	
cause	 severe	 delays	 for	 all.	 	 Why	 should	 we	 all	 pay	 the	 price	 for	 a	 small	 number	 of	
individuals	whose	self-interest	benefits	none	but	themselves.	

• With	all	the	new	houses	built	over	the	last	30	years	the	road	system	has	remained	the	
same.		Rush	hours	in	Hardwicke	and	Quedgeley	are	now	a	nightmare.	

	

Buses	(7)	
• Bus	 shelters	 important	 especially	 for	 older	 people.	 	 Could	 do	 with	 one	 at	 bottom	 of	

Sunnyfield	Road	especially	now	that	there	is	all	those	extra	houses	in	Sellers	Bridge.	
• Bus	shelters	that	stop	you	getting	wet.	
• Buses	 are	 much	 more	 accessible	 now	 but	 if	 companies	 consulted	 disabled	 when	

designing	 space	 it	 could	 be	 even	 better.	 	 'Low'	 parts	 of	 pavements	 are	 often	 not	 low	
enough	for	a	wheelchair	to	get	up	so	can	cause	you	to	get	stuck	in	the	road.	

• I	would	like	to	use	service	12A	however	it	will	not	get	me	to	work	on	time	-	a	review	and	
additional	 times	 e.g.	 7.30am,	 7.45am,	 8am	 to	 get	 into	 Gloucester	 earlier	 than	 the	
existing	times.	

• No	 laybys	 for	buses	 to	pull	 into	 is	 annoying	and	causes	 some	drivers	 to	 complete	 silly	
manoeuvres.	
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• Park	&	Ride	is	excellent.		Need	more	frequent	to	shops	and	back	(Tesco,	Aldi,	P.O.)	
• Would	not	be	able	to	meet	destinations	(work	in	Mitcheldean)	and	flexibility	needed.	
	
Walking	(4)	
• The	 roads	 are	 very	 busy	 so	 people	 should	 be	 able	 to	 access	 all	 the	 public	 footpaths	

which	are	traffic	free	but	many	are	not	accessible.	 	See	opposite	the	old	hall	 in	Church	
Lane.		Who	is	responsible?	

• St.	 Nicholas	 Court/Lloyd	 Baker	 Court	 -	 accommodation	 for	 the	 elderly	 -	 are	 good	 but	
both	open	onto	areas	where	footpaths	are	inadequate,	forcing	the	residents	to	walk	in	
the	roads.	

• Pedestrian	crossing.	
• Pedestrian	crossing	on	Bristol	Road.	
	

Learner	drivers/Driving	school	(3)	
• Learner	drivers	(too	many	on	Westland	Road	route).	
• Learner	drivers	 -	 there	must	be	other	hills	within	Waterwells	 they	 can	use	 away	 from	

children	and	pedestrians.	
• Too	many	 driving	 instructors/schools	 use	Marconi	 Drive	 to	 teach	 3-point	 turns.	 	 This	

causes	congestion	from	time	to	time.		Also,	speed	limit	down	Marconi	Drive	and	Hunts	
Grove	Drive	needs	to	be	adhered	to,	as	many	residents	are	driving	far	too	fast.	

	

Potholes	(3)	
• Bad	potholes	are	a	menace	to	drivers/cars.		
• Potholes	in	roads	
• Too	many	potholes	taking	too	long	to	be	filled.	
	

Cycling	(2)	
• Creation	of	cycle	paths	may	help	relieve	traffic	around	lanes.	
• Would	be	good	to	have	cycle	lanes/pavements	as	it's	not	safe	to	cycle	in	Hardwicke.	
	

Quiet	lane	status	(2)	
• Application	 for	 'quiet	 lane'	 status	 for	 Sticky	 Lane,	 Stank	 Lane,	 Pound	 Lane	 etc.	 to	

maintain	the	village	feel	for	older	parts	of	Hardwicke.	
• I	would	support	traffic	calming	and	adopting	a	quiet	lane	status	for	some	roads	in	order	

to	enhance	the	enjoyment	of	the	countryside.	
	

Other	(4)	
• Business	transport:	large	vans,	open	backed	lorries	blocking	narrow	roads	
• I	have	no	road	surface	outside	my	house	and	I	have	lived	here	over	2	years!	
• Poor	lighting	in	Green	Lane	and	Elmore	Road.	
• The	condition	of	some	of	the	road	verges	are	very	poor	and	need	rectifying.	
	
	
	
	
	


