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1. Budget consultation - the annual phone survey to 500 residents across the 
district (representative of a range of social groups and locations), asked 
respondents “How much do you value the following services” for a list of 25 
services operated by SDC. Of these 25 services, the Sub Rooms and TIC 
received the lowest number of ‘High’ value scores, and ranked bottom of the 
prioritised list. This does not mean it isn’t valued, as 10% still rated it ‘high’ – it 
simply received the least number of ‘high’ value ratings.  
Full results can be viewed here: 
https://www.stroud.gov.uk/media/240743/stroud-district-council-budget-
consultation-report-2016.pdf 

 
2. Users Survey - a short, 5 question survey (see below) was sent to 3,365 

users of the venue, many of whom live outside the District, but who have 
subscribed to the Sub Rooms marketing list. 1,248 of the emails were read, 
and 126 completed responses were received (a high response rate for 
surveys of this type). 
 

3. As you would expect for this group, the responses were enormously positive 
and passionate about the venue and service. However, there was an 
unexpected amount of support for keeping the venue not just public, but within 
SDC control.  
 

4. Of the 63% who had a view on who should run the venue, 50% said 
specifically that there should be no change to current arrangements, with 26 
people (20% overall) stating specifically that SDC were the best placed 
organisation to deliver the service, but with greater attention to costs and 
income opportunities. Community interest trusts and the Town Council were 
the other main suggestions. Overall, 37% declined to comment on how the 
venue should be run without further information. 
 

a. Only 2 people suggested private ownership should be considered, but 
still as a community arts venue. Private sale was condemned 
specifically by 10 responders, but this was implied in many more 
replies, where the history of public access and community involvement 
was said to be a paramount concern. 

 
5. Among the other notable trends, there was a call for an open review of all 

options, including proper assessment of the impacts of the loss of this funding 
stream and facility to the districts cultural landscape, with regard to the arts 
being the significant unique attraction for the area. 
 

6. Other stakeholders - The same 5 question survey was also sent to 
stakeholder individuals and organisations – including SDC Councillors, Parish 
& Town Councils, Youth Councils, plus current performers, festival organisers 
and artists involved with the area. 
 
 
 

https://www.stroud.gov.uk/media/240743/stroud-district-council-budget-consultation-report-2016.pdf
https://www.stroud.gov.uk/media/240743/stroud-district-council-budget-consultation-report-2016.pdf
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7. Nineteen formal responses were received on behalf of organisations and 
individuals. Once again 16 of the replies (84%) were strongly in favour of 
maintaining the building and service specifically as a community arts venue, 
with wider acceptance of possible ways that could be achieved.  
 

8. Finally, informal meetings and calls have been had with a number of 
organisations and key individuals, in order to ensure the community is alert to 
the review and that the most is made of this opportunity. 
 

9. Stroud Town Council has registered its interest as a principle stakeholder, and 
has set up a sub-group to work alongside – but separate from – our own Task 
group. 
 

10. Organisers behind local venues, arts trusts and festivals, among others, have 
offered initial opinion and advice on competition, funding and local needs in 
the area. Ongoing advice has also been offered by experienced groups 
outside our District, but with interest in supporting the arts. These offers will 
be explored towards the next phase of the review. 
 
 

N.B. Questions from the initial survey, sent via survey monkey, email or printed on 
request, were as follows: 

 
A)  What do you think of the Subscription Rooms in general?   
B)  Do you have a view on how it’s run, or who should run it?  
C)  Are the services offered at the Sub Rooms appropriate & valuable to  

you?   
D)  What would you like to see included in a review of the venue? 
E)  Any other thoughts you would like to give about the review or the  
funding of arts and culture in Stroud District generally?  
  
If you are part of an organisation that would like to be more involved in the review, 
please let us know how, and who to contact. 


