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Report Title ASSET REVIEWS  

Purpose of Report To update committee on progress of the transfer of 
assets to Stroud Town Council 

Decision(s) Strategy & Resources Committee RESOLVES if 
Stroud Town Council does not complete the 
transfer of Stroud Cemetery, Bank Gardens and 
Sims Clock by 31st March 2017 on the terms 
specified by the Council, these assets will be 
managed in-house. 

Consultation and 
Feedback 

Negotiations have taken place with Stroud Town 
Council for the asset transfer of Stroud Cemetery, 
Bank Gardens and Sims Clock.  An agreement was 
reached subject to satisfactory surveys being carried 
out. 

Financial Implications 
and Risk Assessment 
 

Strategy and Resources committee approved the 
transfer of assets to Stroud Town Council at their 
meeting in October 2016, with a capital payment of 
£130k to the Town Council. 
 
If the assets are not transferred by 31 March 2017, 
this report proposes terminating the management 
agreement with STC and bringing the management 
back in house. 
 
The 2017/18 budget estimates have been prepared 
on the basis that this transfer takes place, and that 
the annual £43k budget for the management 
agreement has been removed.  Should the transfer 
not take place, this budget would have to be 
reinstated, increasing the use of balances by £172k 
over the MTFP period. 
 
David Stanley – Accountancy Manager 
Tel: 01453 754100 
Email: david.stanley@stroud.gov.uk 

Legal Implications 
 

Parts of these assets would be regarded (in law) as 
“open space” for the purposes of section 123(2A) of 
the LGA1972. As such the required pre disposal 
publicity has been undertaken. Assuming no 
objections are received and are required to be 
considered before disposal, the timescale specified 
in this report is entirely achievable provided that the 
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1. Background 
1.1. A report was presented to Strategy & Resources Committee on 13th 

October 2016 to note the terms agreed for the transfer of Stroud 
Cemetery Bank Gardens and Sims Clock and approve a capital payment 
of £115,000 to Stroud Town Council. An amendment to the resolution was 
proposed and members approved a capital payment of £130,000 subject 
to further satisfactory surveys. 

 
2.0 Current Position 
2.1 The Town Council commissioned their surveys in mid October.  The 

surveys in respect of Bank Gardens and Sims Clock have been 
completed and works identified are in line with the Town Council’s 
expectations.  At the time of writing, the result of the cemetery survey is 
still outstanding. A verbal update will be given at committee.   

 
2.2 Solicitors have been instructed on the assumption that all the assets will 

transfer on the terms agreed, irrespective of the results of the cemetery 
survey.   
 

2.3 Officers have spent over a year negotiating with the Stroud Town Council 
to agree terms and transfer the assets.  Given this time and input, if the 
transfer is not completed by 31st March, officers recommend that the 
District Council takes the management of the assets back in house and 
reviews how they are operated before making a decision on the future of 
the assets, including the former Cemetery Chapel.   

Town Council instruct solicitors to proceed before 
the end of January. Any delay beyond that point will 
make completion of the disposals by the 31st March 
increasingly unrealistic. 
Alan Carr, Solicitor  
Tel: 01453 754357  
Email: alan.carr@stroud.gov.uk 

Report Author 
 

Jill Fallows 
Property Manager 
Tel: 01453 754433 
Email: jill.fallows@stroud.gov.uk 

Options As set out in the report 

Performance 
Management Follow 
Up 

Complete the transfer of assets to Stroud Town 
Council by March 31st 2017 or bring the 
management of the assets back in house with effect 
from 31st March 2017 

mailto:jill.fallows@stroud.gov.uk

