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Foreword
The UK Government has also set a number of challenging
environmental targets and policy directions around these
issues, which are being translated at county and district
level in a number of ways. The most important ones for
us locally, in terms of being consistent with what local
people want, are discussed below along with the results
of our consultation. The two things set the context for this
strategy.

The environmental challenges we face of climate change
and waste management need to be addressed as a
priority. For decades environmental issues have been
discussed and debated but only recently has the world
woken up to the urgency of the problems we face. Swift
action is required but with a long-term view. Similarly,
ensuring that our streets, parks and neighbourhoods
are safe and clean, and free from anti-social behaviour
requires an approach which is equally comprehensive.
So, when we refer to the environment, we’re referring to
global, national, regional and local concerns – in other
words everything that makes up YOUR environment.
Against this background, July 2006 saw Stroud District
Council publish its Environment Green Paper. It aimed to
involve all stakeholders in the district in the development
of our long-term Environment Strategy. Residents,
councillors, parish and town councils, businesses,
partners, community groups and council staff were all
consulted for their views on what our priorities should be.

Cllr Chas Fellows
Leader, Stroud District Council

In all we had nearly 1,000 suggestions from around 500
correspondents from the individuals and groups just
mentioned. All of the suggestions made were collated and
assigned to 4 main categories:
• climate change
• waste and recycling
• public spaces
• other
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Overview
Where have we started?

Defining the challenge
and our vision?

Overarching all of the national and local policy on the
environment is the UK Sustainable Development Strategy
‘Securing the Future’ (Appendix 1). We fully endorse
this and in writing our Environment Strategy and the
supporting delivery plans (see Appendix 2) our aim has
been to create a 20-year vision, which is consistent with
the principles of ‘Securing the Future’. In our strategy we
have focused on those things that will help us ‘live within
environmental limits’. We have tried to make sure that our
long-term aspirations are grounded in challenging and
achievable short-term actions that are relevant to local
people. At the heart of our strategy are 5 priorities for
action, which will guide our work over the coming years.
We explore each of these strategy elements in more detail
below.

We spent time trying to define our long-term vision for
the district. In the end we decided not to over complicate
matters. The council’s current vision, which was defined
by local people, is:
“To make Stroud District a better place to live, work and
visit for everyone”
Based on the consultation feedback (see Appendix 3)
we don’t think this will change over the next 20 years.
But it is clear that local people increasingly recognise
that creating “a better place” will require all of us to
significantly decrease the burden our current way of life
places on the global and local environments. Therefore
our Environment Strategy vision is:
“To lead a community that is willing and able to make
the district a better place by:
• T ackling the consequences of already unavoidable
climate change; and,
• Reducing the stress on resources and environmental
systems – water, land and air – from the way we
produce, consume and waste resources.”
Our “aspirations for the community” set out in the section
below further define our vision for the next 20 years and
beyond.
It is important to note here that we believe that these
goals can be achieved without a reduction in living
standards. Reinforcing this message will bolster
involvement and consequently the success of our
strategy.



What direction should
we take?

The 5 priorities are as follows:

In setting a direction we have settled on 5 priorities for
action, which are consistent with the UK Sustainable
Development Strategy and will help draw the various
local and national strands together. In this section of the
strategy we will introduce each of the 5 priorities and:

1

Sustainable consumption & production
– ‘More for less’

2

Climate Change and Energy
– ‘Confronting our Greatest Threat’

3

Protecting our natural resources and
enhancing the environment
– ‘Clean, green and safe’

4

Creating sustainable communities
– ‘From local to global’

5

Keeping the council and local community focused
on environmental limits
– ‘Let’s not forget how important the issue is’

• Describe our focus for the next 4 years;
• Identify our immediate priorities for action (i.e. those
new things we will concentrate on first – we are doing
lots of other things as well and these are set out in our
delivery plans (see Appendix 2);
• Set out our long term aspirations for the community
(i.e. the outcomes which we hope by working together
we will be able to achieve); and,
• List the performance targets that the council has
set itself (i.e. outcomes which local people can use
to judge whether the council is leading by example).

They will now be discussed in more detail…
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Priority 1:
Sustainable consumption & production – ‘more for less’
At the heart of this is the need to
achieve more for less; breaking the
link between economic growth and
environmental degradation. To do
this we will need to build on people’s
growing awareness of environmental

concerns, and the importance of their roles as citizens,
consumers, community leaders, politicians and business
owners. We need to help local people and organisations
to demand and choose new products and services with
lower environmental impacts and wherever possible
encourage and support local business to deliver these.

Our approach to achieving Priority 1 over the next 4 years will focus on:
• Playing our part in inﬂuencing consumption patterns, in particular by making sure that citizens and consumers
have access to appropriate advice. The initial emphasis will be on energy efficiency/ micro generation and
waste /recycling.
Our immediate priority actions will be:
• during 2007 we will work with the Severn Wye Energy Agency to establish a ‘one stop shop’ for advice on
energy efﬁciency and micro generation.
• to undertake a marketing campaign aimed at better communicating what can be recycled in the district and
increasing the number of householders who classify themselves as ‘committed recyclers’.

• Establishing a new waste strategy, with increased emphasis on reducing waste at source and making use of it
as a resource.
Our immediate priority actions will be to:
• participate in the development of the Gloucestershire Joint Municipal Waste Strategy, which will set the
overall direction for waste management in the district through to 2020.
• test new waste collection systems during 2007 and consider options to roll this out across the entire district.
• help and support the business and education communities in the development of commercial waste
recycling initiatives

• A new commitment to sustainable procurement, where our aim will be to become a centre of recognised
good practice
Our immediate priority actions will be to:
• review all of our contracts by May 2007, identifying those with the most signiﬁcant environmental impacts
and identify the outcomes we want to achieve when they are next renegotiated (our focus will be on carbon
dioxide and waste reduction)

4

Priority 1: Sustainable consumption & production... continued
Our aspirations for the community are (i.e. the outcomes which we hope by
working together we will be able to achieve):
To reduce by at least 1% per annum the proportion of household waste collected that is disposed of to landﬁll.
To recycle and compost:
• 45% of household waste* by 2014/15; and
• 50% of household waste* by 2019/20.
(* Excludes garden waste)
Achievement of this will require:
By March 2008:

• Increase recycling & composting through existing schemes by 3%;
• Increase participation in recycling & composting schemes in low performing areas by 20%;
• Achieve a rate of 85% of householders classing themselves as committed recyclers.

By 2020:

• Achieve an average participation rate in recycling & composting collection schemes of 80%
• Achieve a capture rate of targeted recyclable and compostable materials of 80%

Note: The targets above currently form part of, or are inﬂuenced by, the Gloucestershire Joint Municipal Waste
Management Strategy consultation exercise and therefore may be subject to change to bring them in line with
local demands and resources. It would be the council’s intentions that county targets represent minimums to be
achieved.

Our performance targets for the council are (i.e. outcomes which local people
can use to judge whether the council is leading by example):
By 2010:

• All households in the district will have a convenient and easy-to-use collection services, enabling
them to recycle and compost at least 70% of their rubbish.
The target currently form part of the Gloucestershire Joint Municipal Waste Management Strategy consultation
exercise and therefore may be subject to change to bring them in line with local demands and resources.
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Priority 2: 
Climate change and energy
– ‘confronting our greatest threat’
Aware that we have limited resources, we have decided
to focus our efforts over the next 4 years on areas where
we have a direct impact (eg our own operations) or a
good chance of influencing the behaviour of others (eg
the domestic sector and small businesses, including for
example local shops and post offices, and community
buildings (e.g. village halls).

Climate change is the greatest longterm challenge facing the human
race. The scientific evidence is
now overwhelming and we have to
accept that significant change is
now inevitable. Since 1990, global
temperatures have risen by 0.20C
and atmospheric carbon dioxide concentrations have
increased from 354 parts per million to over 380 parts per
million and are still rising. If the anticipated growth in
emissions is left unchecked, global average temperatures
could be as much as 5.80C higher by the end of this
century, with a devastating impact on our economy and
natural world.

It is important to note that transport related greenhouse
gas emissions are the fastest growing of all of the
sources identified above. Our opportunities to influence
behaviour are limited and will to a large extent be
dictated by national economic and environmental policy.
However, there are things we are doing and will continue
to do. We have made a commitment within Priority 1 to
improve our approach to procurement, with a particular
emphasis on reducing carbon dioxide emissions. This will
help us change, over time, the type of vehicles and fuel
that we and our contractors use to deliver services. We
can also help influence behaviour through our land use
planning powers and our regeneration activities and we
say more about these within Priority 4.

The UK is committed to reducing the country’s
greenhouse gas emissions. We share the national
ambition and want to go further and faster if we can. Our
goal is to help deliver the move to a low carbon economy
and a reduction in carbon dioxide emissions of 60% by
2050, with real progress shown by 2020. We must set a
good example and will encourage others to follow it.
There are a number of sources of carbon dioxide (the
major greenhouse gas):
•
•
•
•
•

There is also a need for us over time to understand how
climate change will impact on us locally and put in place
mechanisms and plans that will help us adapt to the
change. This will be an ongoing learning process and
at the moment we don’t have many answers. So we are
starting, amongst other things, to think long term about
land use and emergency planning and how we can help
the natural environment adapt.

business (39.7%)
transport (28.3%)
domestic (27.3%)
the public sector (3.7%)
agriculture and land management (1%)

With respect to bullet point 4, we have direct control
over emissions from our own operations (buildings and
transport) and varying degrees of influence over the
other sources.



Priority 2: Climate change and energy... continued
Our approach to achieving Priority 2 over the next 4 years will focus on:
• Putting climate change at the heart of our policy making and operations.
Our immediate priority actions will be to:
• Sign the Nottingham Declaration during 2007 and in doing so commit to the obligations it contains

• Establishing a Climate Change Delivery Plan (see Appendix 1) that starts the process of moving towards a low
carbon economy and adapting to the climate change.
Our immediate priority actions will be to:
• invest £400k up to 2010 to establish a ‘one stop shop’ for advice on energy efﬁciency and micro generation
and developing the long term infrastructure (including exemplars) required to help existing households
achieve or make signiﬁcant moves towards achieving the ‘40% house’ model (ie. creating houses which have
reduced their domestic CO2 emissions to the practicable minimum (around 60%) through energy efﬁciency and
microgeneration).
• increase the number of households achieving the 40% house to 10% by 2020 and 100% by 2035.
• introduce Supplementary Planning Advice during 2007 to inform Supplementary Planning Guidance during
2008 that will expect all development (either new build or conversion) with a ﬂoor space of 1,000m2 or greater,
or ten or more residential units, to incorporate renewable energy production to provide at least a 10%
reduction in estimated CO2 emissions
• expect our partner RSLs to deliver high environmental standards for all new homes (e.g. Eco-home ‘good’ or
better or a minimum of 1-star under the sustainability rating system)
• require all new housing developments to be carbon neutral by 2016 in accordance with the proposed part L of
the building regulations and encourage early compliance.
• invest £300k up to 2009 in helping at least 20 local small businesses and 10 community buildings to reduce
their carbon dioxide emissions by improving their energy efﬁciency and installing microgeneration schemes.
• ensure robust enforcement of the Integrated Pollution Control and Prevention Control Regime, to control
emissions of greenhouse gases and other pollutants.
• complete during 2007 a £200k Strategic Flood Assessment Model of the River Frome catchment that will help
the council and Environment Agency plan future developments in light of climate change.
• work with Gloucestershire Wildlife Trust during 2007 to understand and plan for the potential climate change
impacts on the district’s natural environment
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Priority 2: Sustainable consumption & production... continued
Our aspiration for the community is:
• to reduce total carbon dioxide emissions from all sources in the district by 60% by 2050.
Given our focus on the domestic sector we want to see community improvements that go beyond national targets
and timescales for carbon dioxide emissions. We believe* that against a 1990 baseline it should be possible to
achieve the following given concerted and continuous action by all:
• to reduce domestic sector carbon emissions (non-transport) by 20% by 2010
• to reduce domestic sector carbon emissions (non-transport) by 30% by 2020
• to reduce domestic sector carbon emissions (non-transport) by 60% by 2035
(*Note: It should be noted that data on carbon dioxide emissions at a local level is limited and a national approach
is currently being developed. The targets set above relate to the current national targets and are designed to give
an overall direction of travel. As more local information becomes available over the next couple of years the targets
will need to be updated for the domestic sector and applied to other emission sources, such as transport).
We also want to make sure that some of the domestic need for electricity is being generated within the district
and we would like to see:
• The installation of on average 1.5 MW of renewable energy generating capacity per annum up until 2020
(Total: 22MW – approximately one third of domestic requirements)

Our performance targets for the council are:
• To reduce carbon dioxide emissions from the council’s direct operations (electricity, heating and transport) by a
minimum of 3% per annum.
• To maximise the amount of advice* given and the number of energy efﬁciency and renewable energy generation
measures installed* in domestic, public and community buildings as a result of Council interventions.
(* Annual targets for this will be made clear in the contract governing this work)
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Priority 3:
Protecting our natural resources and enhancing the
environment – ‘clean, green and safe’
As part of this we need to recognise
that we need to enhance those parts
of our district that are most degraded
and ensure a decent environment for
everyone, as this is vital to the existence
and development of our communities.
In particular we will focus on working
in partnership at the right levels in order to improve our
public and green spaces, including:

• improving the physical fabric and infrastructure of
places
• making places cleaner and maintaining them better
• making places safer and tackling anti-social behaviour
• improving access to the natural environment
• ensure the safety of private water supplies
• maintain robust resolution of all statutory nuisance
complaints including dog fouling
• continue to monitor radiation, including Radon

• creating attractive and welcoming parks, play areas and
public spaces

Our approach to achieving Priority 3 over the next 4 years will focus on:
• Building on our successful Green Spaces Strategy we will establish a new plan (see Appendix 1) for delivering
public and natural spaces, which are clean, green, accessible and safe.
Our immediate priority actions will be to:
• appoint the 10th Neighbourhood Warden by May 2007 and provide district-wide coverage (12) by 2008.
• during 2007 and 2008 to work with parish councils and other agencies to identify the most important public
and natural spaces in the district, including roads and streets, and ensure that these are being appropriately
managed (e.g. supporting community calls for 20 mph zones and safer walking routes to school).
• ensure that by 2009 all council property is being managed to maximise biodiversity.
• during 2007/08, establish a baseline of the proximity of urban ‘wildlife friendly’ green space and corridors to
local neighbourhoods.
• make sure that maximising biodiversity is a key aspect of the Canal Area Action Plan, which will be completed
during 2007.

9
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Priority 3: Protecting our natural resources and enhancing the environment... continued
Our aspiration for the community is:
• for the Crime and Disorder Reduction Partnership to reduce crime by 15% by 2008 as measured against the 2003/04
ﬁgures.
• for the Crime and Disorder Reduction Partnership to reduce fear of crime by 5% by 2008 as measured against the
2003/04 ﬁgures.
• for every community to have identiﬁed and agreed management plans for their most important public and green
spaces by 2010.
• general satisfaction with the quality of public and green spaces to be increasing annually until 2012.

Our performance targets for the council are:
• To achieve national top quartile performance for the proportion of relevant land and highways (expressed as a
percentage) that are assessed as having:
1.

combined deposits of litter and detritus that fall below an acceptable level,

2.

from which unacceptable levels of grafﬁti are visible; and,

3.

from which unacceptable levels of ﬂy posting are visible.

• To achieve national top quartile performance for the percentage of residents expressing satisfaction with
standards of cleanliness. (The Council will also develop local satisfaction cleanliness measures).
• District wide coverage of Neighbourhood Wardens (12 in total) by 2008.
• By 2008, 70% of abandoned vehicles are to be removed within 24 hours from the point at which the council is
legally entitled to remove the vehicle.

0

Priority 4:
Creating sustainable communities – ‘from local to global’
• support the restoration of the canal. The towpath is
intended to provide a traffic-free walking and cycling
route.

We want to help create communities
which are places where people want to
live for the long term. On environmental
issues in particular, this will require
giving communities a say in the
decisions that affect them and finding
joined-up solutions to locally identified
problems. We have a central role to play as the planning
authority in delivering this strategy and the government’s
vision for sustainable communities. In our community
leadership role we will undoubtedly have to weigh up
social, economic and environmental factors and this
strategy will help us to make sure that we are increasingly
conscious of environmental limits.

• when considering planning applications, make sure
that where possible developments include and are
integrated with local cycle paths, footpaths and car
clubs and that they provide bus stops and access.
• support community initiatives which actively reduce
the need for travel, including the retention of existing
services (e.g., village shops and post offices) and
providing facilities locally (e.g. at multi-use community
centres).
• invest in farmers markets and work with Gloucestershire
Food Vision to encourage local production and
consumption of food products and services.

One of the key challenges for us will be to work with
others to find practical ways of reducing the amount of
car travel required to access services. We already have a
good record that we will seek to build on. For example we
currently:

We also have a Green Travel Plan, which we continue to
implement, although is overdue for review and revision.
Similarly, we will continue to invest in delivering services
to local people in ways that reduce the need to travel (e.g.
website, community-based staff).

• require the submission of travel plans, or access
statements with all planning applications
• secure financial contributions from developers to
pay for infrastructure improvements or to subsidise
bus services and other suitable community transport
initiatives
• support the Stroud District Cycle Forum and the
development of its Cycle Strategy, which will inform the
Local Development Framework
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Priority 4: Creating sustainable communities... continued
Our approach to achieving Priority 3 over the next 4 years will focus on:
• Placing the achievement of sustainable communities at the heart of our Local Development Framework.
Our immediate priority actions will be to:
• to progress the council’s Core Planning Strategy in line with the timetable set out in the Local Development
Scheme with the intention of incorporating policies which clearly reﬂect the climate change agenda by
August 2008
• to work with partners to try and deliver the Stroud Transport Interchange and to deliver a canal corridor that
acts as a ‘green’ transport route with suitable provision for cyclists and walkers
• to support community led proposals for improving environmental sustainability where there is widespread
public demand and endorsement (e.g. our support of the Bisley Community Composting Scheme)
• review our Regeneration Strategy during 2007/08 to ensure that it continues to enable us to invest in and
support the development of the local economy, particularly the provision of goods and services by local
business
• to review and revise our ‘Green’ Travel Plan during 2007, including taking forward other transport related
actions identiﬁed in this strategy (see Priorities 1 and 2)

Our aspiration for the community is:
• District-wide coverage of Town and Parish Plans that contribute to the evidence base for new Local Development
Documents

Our performance target for the council is:
• To deliver the core strategy in accordance with the timetable set out in our Local Development Scheme



Priority 5:
Keeping the council and local community focused on
environmental limits
– ‘let’s not forget how important the issue is’
We want to ensure that we continue
to be focused on environmental limits
over the next 20 years and beyond
and that we take every opportunity to
continually improve our performance in
a way that is relevant to the demands
of local people. To this end we are one
of only 150 councils in the European
Union to have achieved the prestigious
international environmental management system
standard known as the Eco-Management and Audit
Scheme (EMAS). This requires that independent experts

verify our environmental performance
each year and that we produce an
annual progress report, known as a
‘Statement’.
All of the actions and targets set out
in this strategy and the supporting
delivery plans will be integrated into our environmental
management system and this will help us to make sure
that we continue to keep the environment at the heart of
what we do.

Our approach to achieving Priority 3 over the next 4 years will focus on:
• Making sure that consideration of environmental limits is built into everything that we do and that we continue
to understand
what the demands of local people are.
REG.NO.
UK- 000129
Our immediate priority actions will be to:
• during 2007 establish an independent Climate Change Panel to advise the council on the issue and evaluate
its performance
• maintain our existing Eco-Management and Audit Scheme (EMAS) registration and use the requirement to
produce an annual Environmental Statement to report progress against our strategy and delivery plans
• continue to train and develop elected members and staff so that they are able to deliver continuous
improvement in the Council’s environmental performance
• work with the Local Strategic Partnership to develop a vision of an environmentally sustainable district,
embed this within the Sustainable Community Strategy and use the Local Development Framework and Local
Area Agreement process to deliver key aspects
• produce a bi-annual State of the Environment Report based on the Audit Commission’s nationally agreed
basket of quality of life indicators
• all new land use planning documents will have Strategic Environmental Assessment applied and over time all
existing and new policies (not just the overtly environmental ones) will be subject to rigorous environmental
evaluation
• use our annual budget survey of households and businesses to test levels of satisfaction with our
environmental performance and environmental quality within the district
• carrying out another ‘Green Paper’ consultation exercise and adopting a revised Environment Strategy for
the council during 2010/11
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And ﬁnally…
We will continue to adapt and update our
strategy and plans to ensure that we continue
to address the critical issues in the most
proactive way possible. It is a dynamic strategy
to address dynamic issues.

Updates on our environmental performance
are available at www.stroud.gov.uk
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Appendix 1: Principles of the UK Sustainable
Development Strategy
Living within environmental limits: Respecting the
limits of the planet’s environment, resources and
biodiversity – to improve our environment and
ensure that the natural resources needed for life are
unimpaired and remain so for future generations

Achieving a sustainable economy:
Building a strong, stable and
sustainable economy which provides
prosperity and opportunities for all, and
in which environmental and social costs
fall on those who impose them (polluter
pays), and efﬁcient resource use is
incentivised.

Ensuring a strong, healthy and just society: Meeting
the diverse needs of all people in existing and
future communities, promoting personal well being,
social cohesion and inclusion and creating equal
opportunity for all.

Promoting good governance: Actively
promoting effective, participative
systems of governance in all levels of
society – engaging people’s creativity,
energy and diversity.

Using sound science responsibly:
Ensuring policy developed and
implemented on the basis of strong
scientiﬁc evidence, whilst taking into
account scientiﬁc uncertainty (through
the precautionary principle) as well as
public attitudes and values.

Further information on the UK Sustainable Development Strategy can be found at
www.sustainable-development.gov.uk

Appendix 2: Environment Strategy: document framework
• Volume 1: Environment ‘Green’ Paper. This document was the starting point for our consultations.
• Volume 2: Environment Strategy (this document). Our key aims and objectives setting out ‘where we want to be’.
• Volume 3: Delivery Plans. 4-year rolling plans covering in detail how we are going to practically implement the
strategy and monitor and review our progress:
• Public Space Management,
• Waste Minimisation and Recycling
• Climate Change Response
There are also a number of other key documents that will contribute to the delivery of the Strategy: Green Travel Plan,
Procurement Strategy and Local Development Document).
• Volume 4: Environmental Statement. The council’s annual environment performance report has been produced each
year since 1999. We will use it as the primary mechanism for updating our progress with volume 2 and 3.
• Volume 5. State of the Environment Report. Bi-Annual report using the Audit Commission’s Quality of Life Indicators.

The above documents can be accessed at www.stroud.gov.uk

5
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Appendix 3: Background information
The following pages show the results of our environment consultation and government guidance. These have been
carefully considered in formulating Stroud District Council’s Environment Strategy.

Environment Green Paper Consultation: Overall Response
% Other
This chart shows the
overall breakdown of
responses received,
by category, to give an
insight into the relative
priorities assigned by local
people and groups

44% Climate change

4% Public Space

9% Waste & recycling



Climate change
% Climate change
– strategic
8% Managing
water resources
% Energy efﬁciency

Climate change responses
(shown as percentage)

5% Reducing
transport-related
CO emissions

9% Micro-generation of
electricity (households)

% Promoting green
electricity

% Micro-generation of
electricity (community &
business)

What do local people say is important?

What does national government say is important?

55% of the climate change related suggestions received
related to reducing greenhouse gas emissions from
buildings, particularly homes, and 35% transport, with a
focus on encouraging people to reduce car usage.

The UK’s ‘Climate Change Programme’ sets out the
government’s commitments both at international
and domestic levels to meet the challenge of climate
change. It shows how individuals, as citizens, consumers,
motorists and business people will be encouraged
to take the action needed to meet national and
international goals. At the heart of the programme are
national targets to reduce UK carbon dioxide emissions
by 20% below 1990 levels by 2010 and reduce emissions
by 60% by 2050. We have an important role to make
sure that we help local people respond positively and
contribute fully to what is needed at national and
international levels. We have set out our plans for doing
this and we are clear that the national targets that we
adopt will be treated as minimum levels to be exceeded
wherever possible.
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Waste and recycling
Waste recycling responses
(shown as percentage)

5% Household recycling and composting

0% Community
recycling

% Commercial recycling

What do local people say is important?

What does national government say is important?

This category was dominated (63%) by suggestions
related to helping householders improve recycling
and composting. In particular people wanted to see
an increase in the number of materials that could be
recycled on the doorstep, through council bring sites or
community based schemes. Responses from businesses
were generally dominated by calls for help and support
with commercial waste recycling.

The UK is bound by the EU Landfill Directive (99/31/
EC), which sets mandatory targets for the reduction
of biodegradable municipal waste sent to landfill.
To help meet these requirements the government
has established national targets for the recovery
of municipal waste and recycling / composting of
household waste. The national recycling / composting
targets are to recycle or compost at least 25% / 30% / 33%
of household waste by 2005/ 2010 / 2015 respectively.
These targets are being translated into action at a
county level through the Gloucestershire Joint Municipal
Waste Management Strategy, which we have adopted
(*) and covers the period 2006-2020. In adopting this
document we are committing to going much further
than the government’s targets and locally we see the
Gloucestershire targets as a minimum to be achieved.
(*Note: This will be subject to a separate Council
decision).
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Public spaces
Public space responses
(shown as percentage)

0% Habitat protection
and enhancement
4% Nuisance

4% Green space
creation and
enhancement

% Litter and
clean streets
% Urban design

What do local people say is important?

What does national government say is important?

There was a more mixed response in terms of public
spaces with around 55% concerned with open or green
space management and 45% general nuisance (e.g. litter),
particularly in urban or residential settings.

At a national level there are a number of broad policy
areas, under the ‘Sustainable Communities’ banner that
draw together concerns about the natural and built
environment. We are keen that we play our part with
local people in creating thriving, vibrant, sustainable
communities that work effectively and will improve
everyone’s quality of life - in effect places where people
want to live and work now and in the future. Making full
use of our landuse planning and other powers in helping
to shape local communities will be an important role for
us to play.

9
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Other
All ‘other’ responses (shown as percentage)

4% Strategic actions
5% Education and
schools

% Procurement

What do local people say is important?

What does national government say is important?

There were also a number of ‘other’ suggestions.
Over half related to education, particularly of the
next generation, in terms of them being more
environmentally conscious in their behaviour. The
‘strategic actions’ covered a range of suggestions
that were focused on making sure that environment
continued to be a priority for the council in the long term
and that performance and change was monitored and
reported regularly.

Environmental education, of children and young people
and the wider populace, is recognised as important in a
number of national policy areas. Similarly, the National
Procurement Strategy for local government sets out
clear expectations in terms of achieving environmental
improvements through the purchase of goods and
services.

0

Glossary
LDF

The Local Development Framework sets out, in the form of a ‘portfolio’, the local development documents, which
collectively deliver the spatial planning strategy for the local planning authority.

LDS

The Local Development Scheme is a public statement of the local planning authority’s programme for the production of
local development documents

LDD

Local development documents, include development plan documents, that are part of the statutory development
plan and supplementary planning documents that expand policies set out in a development plan document or provide
additional detail.

LSP

Stroud District has a diverse and active Local Strategic Partnership which has succeeded in galvanising local commitment
to driving forward a number of priority areas, including affordable housing provision, creating wealth and aspects of rural
transport (including the Stroud Night Bus).
The partnership brings together organisations from the public, private, voluntary, community and business sectors. This
includes the major local agencies involved in delivering services such as Stroud District Council, the Primary Care Trust,
the Police, Stroud College and the County Council. There is input from the Federation of Small Businesses and other
larger local employers. The Voluntary and Community sectors also play a key role through Stroud District Voluntary and
Community Action and Parish and Town Councils.
Through the work of the Partnership a shared vision for the future of the District has been agreed within a Community
Strategy, which sets out shared aims and objectives and a means by which progress and achievement can be assessed
jointly.

Nottingham Declaration on Climate Change
The Nottingham Declaration was launched in October 2000. The declaration is a voluntary pledge to address the issues
of climate change, signed by the Leader and Chief Executive of a council. In signing it, councils are committing to ensure
that tackling climate change is a cornerstone of their overall strategy. So far over 100 local authorities have signed the
declaration, each pledging to actively tackle climate change within their area. Further details can be found at:
http://www.est.org.uk/housingbuildings/localauthorities/NottinghamDeclaration/
SEA

European Union Directive 2001/42/EC requires the formal strategic environmental assessment of certain plans and
programmes which are likely to have significant effects on the environment. The Directive defines “environmental
assessment” (Article 2(b)) as a procedure comprising: • Preparing an Environmental Report on the likely significant effects of the draft plan or programme;
• Carrying out consultation on the draft plan or programme and the accompanying Environmental Report;
• Taking into account the Environmental Report and the results of consultation in decision making; and
• Providing information when the plan or programme is adopted and showing how the results of the environmental
assessment have been taken into account.

Stroud Transport Interchange
There are two stations on the Cheltenham to Swindon/London line in the district - at Stroud and Stonehouse. One of the
problems of both stations, but particularly Stroud, is the lack of integration with other more sustainable transport modes
such as cycle routes and bus services. The district council, in conjunction with the county council and others, is keen to
address this with a new interchange facility at Stroud station. The station is located in an ideal location for linking with
journeys to the town centre and local services. The transport interchange scheme involves the construction of a combined
bus/cycle/pedestrian link on land adjacent to the main railway.
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