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Consultation Statement on Stroud Town Centre Neighbourhood Development 
Plan 2015-20135 "Shaping the heart of Stroud" 

 

1. Introduction 

This document fulfils the requirements of the Neighbourhood Planning Regulations 
2012 for the submission of a consultation statement which 
 
(a) contains details of the persons and bodies who were consulted about the 
proposed neighbourhood development plan; 
(b) explains how they were consulted; 
(c) summarises the main issues and concerns raised by the persons consulted; and 
(d) describes how these issues and concerns have been considered and, where 
relevant, addressed in the proposed neighbourhood development plan. 
 
2. Designation of the neighbourhood area 
On 19 May 2014 Stroud Town Council resolved to apply for designation of part of the 
Stroud Town Council parish as a neighbourhood area. It duly applied for designation 
to Stroud District Council, on 23 May 2014. In so doing it referred to consultation on 
a Cheapside neighbourhood opportunities report, published in September 2013, and 
the existence of an appetite within the community to shape growth and development 
within the town. The focus on the town centre was proposed. Throughout, however, 
consultation has taken place across the wider parish area (which it is proposed 
would be the referendum area). Approval to designation of the neighbourhood area 
was given by the Environment Committee of Stroud District Council on 19 June 2014 
and confirmed under delegated authority exercised by the Head of Planning on 18 
July 2014.   
 
3. Launch of the plan making process 
An open public event to launch the NDP process took place on 25 July 2014 and 
was attended by 64 people. This was advertised within the town, local press and 
through the town council's website. A briefing was provided for participants. The 
purpose of the event was to enable interested individuals to volunteer and identify 
the issues and opportunities. We collected 45 'post it' notes and 45 verbal 
responses. A report of the launch event was produced. We collected expressions of 
interest to enable the Town Council to agree membership of a Steering Group 
(taking over from an interim working group).  
 
Initial Consultation - September/October 2014 
Initial public consultation to identify issues took place in 15 - 20 September 2014 with 
a stall being set up located opposite Wilkinson's in the Merrywalks Centre. 616 
members of the public were spoken to. We also had a stall at the Farmer's Market on 
27 September 2014 where we had similar conversations with 105 people. Those 
spoken to included residents, workers, shoppers and visitors in the town. 
 
Open questions were asked at this stage: 

 what do you like about the town? 

 what do you dislike about the town? 

 what were the three most important things that you would like to see 
changed?  

 

http://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2012/637/pdfs/uksi_20120637_en.pdf
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2012/637/pdfs/uksi_20120637_en.pdf
http://shapingtheheartstroud.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/09/designation.pdf
http://shapingtheheartstroud.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/09/Cheapside-Neighbourhood-Opportunities-Report.pdf
http://shapingtheheartstroud.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/09/certificate.pdf
http://shapingtheheartstroud.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/09/Envionment-Committee-report.pdf
http://shapingtheheartstroud.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/09/invitiation.pdf
http://shapingtheheartstroud.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/09/Launch-event-briefing-paper-.pdf
http://shapingtheheartstroud.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/09/Getting-Involved-Form1.pdf
http://shapingtheheartstroud.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/09/Launch-Event-Report.pdf
http://shapingtheheartstroud.org/about-us/
http://shapingtheheartstroud.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/12/Things-people-most-like-about-Stroud.pdf
http://shapingtheheartstroud.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/12/Things-people-dont-like-about-Stroud.pdf
http://shapingtheheartstroud.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/12/Things-that-it-is-most-important-to-change-in-order-to-improve-Stroud.pdf
http://shapingtheheartstroud.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/12/Things-that-it-is-most-important-to-change-in-order-to-improve-Stroud.pdf
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We also spoke to 225 people through 13 meetings in September - October 2014 with 
a wide range of groups, including vulnerable people: 

 Older women’s group 

 Mental health lunch group 

 Stroud Preservation Trust AGM attendees 

 Young People at the All Sorts Youth Club 

 A local primary school 

 Artists Friday meeting 

 Dementia group 

 SGS arts tutors 

 SGS students 

 Ecotricity employees 

 Older people at a Hub opening 

 Civic Society presentation 

 Hill Paul Directors 
 
In this initial consultation phase positive comments were made about markets, 
independent shops, community, culture, canalside improvements and the 
countryside setting. Negative comments were made about the narrow range of 
shops, the ugly appearance of key buildings, the street scene, dirt and litter, empty 
shops, traffic and parking issues. Suggested improvements included a better range 
and quality of shops, better or free parking, more green spaces, completion of canal 
regeneration and cleaning up the town. 
 
A dedicated website for the plan went live in September 2014 to provide information 
and resources and a way to find out more and get in touch. The website, a dedicated 
newsletter and postcard, posters and advertising banners promoted the name 
Shaping the heart of Stroud for our specific consultation events. A heart-motif logo, 
reinforced the image and focus on the town centre. 
 
4. Developing the vision for Stroud 
A vision for the town was shaped by drawing on the findings of the initial public 
consultation undertaken in September /October 2014. A draft set of vision 
statements was prepared and tested through a large scale public event held on 15 
November 2014 attended by 400 people. This consisted of exhibitions, display 
material, presentations, question and answers sessions and use of questionnaires.  
 
This event was widely advertised through delivery of a newsletter and invitation 
postcard to every household in the town (7,000), 500 copies were sent out to 
businesses and 2,500 distributed through shops and cafes.  Promotion included local 
press coverage, advertising banners, the town council's website and the dedicated 
NDP website.  
 
A feedback report of the vision event can be read here showing responses to a 
series of statements together with verbatim comments. 150 survey participants said  
how in 20 years time Stroud town centre could become an attractive, welcoming, 
living, working, economically successful, culturally diverse, vibrant, socially and 
environmentally conscious place. 
 

http://shapingtheheartstroud.org/
http://shapingtheheartstroud.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/09/Shaping-the-heart-of-Stroud-Newsletter-October-14.pdf
http://shapingtheheartstroud.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/12/invitation.pdf
http://shapingtheheartstroud.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/12/Vision-for-Stroud-Survey-15th-November-Feedback.pdf
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The vision statement was refined through this event and subsequently agreed by the 
Steering Group and Town Council. 
 
The vision event also provided an opportunity for public comments to be sought 
specifically on the future of Wallbridge. This information was gathered at the request 
of the Town Council. 107 people gave responses with a large majority of these 
favouring it being landscaped and retained as public open space in perpetuity. This 
consultation has informed policies AP5a Local Green Spaces and AP7 Gateways as 
Wallbridge is an important open space and gateway to the town centre.   
 
5. Business Engagement  
Throughout all stages of communication and consultation, steps have been taken to 
engage with those who own and manage businesses operating the town centre, the 
owners of business premises and those who work in them.  In addition to written 
material being delivered to them, NDP volunteers have visited a number of premises 
and had conversations with staff.  
 
Individual letters were delivered to all town centre business premises, in September 
2014, together with copies of NDP newsletters and cards advertising events in 
November 2014 (Vision), March 2015 (options) and October/November 2015 
(Regulation 14 consultation). 
 
Owners, manager and workers have been encouraged to attend open events and 
the chair of the Chamber of Trade and another independent town centre 
businessperson became members of the NDP Steering Group.  
 
Direct meetings have been held with Ecotricty, Newland Homes, Network Rail, 
Travis Perkins, Watton Montgomery, the owners of the Bell Hotel building and the 
business interests relating to a proposal to create a new canal basin under Policy 
ZP2b. 
 
In making the plan, wherever draft policies have been under consideration for 
specific locations, we have identified the freeholders, leaseholders and business 
tenants concerned and sent them letters to outline the draft policies and invite 
comments. This has helped to shape particular zonal policies as discussed below.  
 
6. Workshops - January–March 2015 
A series of thematic workshops for invited audiences of stakeholders, residents, 
volunteers and interested parties were held between 16 January and 4 March 2015. 
These were arranged to consider the issues for various aspects of the town centre 
and explore options that could be further developed. They consisted of:  
 
 Business workshop 16 January 2015 (31 attendees) 
 Residents’ meeting 5 February 2015 (16 attendees) 
 Housing workshop 9 February 2015 (30 attendees) 
 Environment, ecology and energy workshop 23 February 2015 (8 attendees) 
 Culture, leisure and heritage workshop 24 February 2015 (9 attendees) 
 Transport and movement workshop 4 March 2015 (7 attendees) 
 

http://shapingtheheartstroud.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/12/Vision-and-objectives.pdf
http://shapingtheheartstroud.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/09/Report-of-Wallbridge-consultation-for-Stroud-Town-Council-1.12.pdf
http://shapingtheheartstroud.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/09/Appendix-B-Public-comments-on-Wallbridge-15-November-2014.pdf
http://shapingtheheartstroud.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/09/Ecotricity-meeting-April-2015.pdf
http://shapingtheheartstroud.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/09/Network-Rail-meeting-May-2015.pdf
http://shapingtheheartstroud.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/09/Travis-Perkins-meeting-June-2015.pdf
http://shapingtheheartstroud.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/09/Canal-Basin-meeting-May-2015.pdf
http://shapingtheheartstroud.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/03/report-of-business-seminar-held-on-16.1.15.pdf
http://shapingtheheartstroud.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/03/NDP-Note-of-residents-meeting-5.2.15.pdf
http://shapingtheheartstroud.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/03/report-of-housing-seminar-held-on-9.2.15.pdf
http://shapingtheheartstroud.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/03/report-of-environment-ecology-and-energy-seminar-23.2.15.pdf
http://shapingtheheartstroud.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/03/Report-on-Culture-and-heritage-options-seminar-24-Feb-2015.pdf
http://shapingtheheartstroud.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/03/report-of-transport-and-movement-seminar-4.3.15.pdf
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A volunteers’ workshop held on 4 February 2015 examined the policy options for 
areas of the town centre identified as 'zones'.  The outputs of these workshops 
informed the options that were explored in the next stage of public consultation. 
 
7. Options Consultation - March 2015 
The 'next steps' phase of the plan making process was to identify the options that 
were available in order to realise the vision for the town centre. A range of materials 
were prepared through thematic groups of local volunteers and workshops to which 
interested parties were invited. The options emerging out of this work were 
presented at an options consultation event at Stroud Subscription Rooms on 7 
March 2015 and a further event at Lansdown Hall on 14 March 2015, with a 'pop-up' 
shop with exhibition open in the week in-between these events.   
 
These events were advertised through the delivery of a postcard to every household 
in the town (7,000), 500 copies were sent out to businesses and 2,500 distributed 
through shops and cafes.  Promotion included local press coverage, advertising 
banners, the Town Council's website and the dedicated NDP website.  
 
104 people attended the first options event was on 7 March with presentations, 
discussions and an exhibition. Comments were made on 'post it' notes; these being 
responses to maps, drawings, text and photographs. 371 people visited this 
exhibition in the following week when it transferred to a 'pop-up' shop in King Street. 
100 people attended the follow up event held on 14 March to consider the material 
and the points raised during the week. 
 
An options questionnaire was completed by 130 people who responded either online 
or by completing a paper survey form. This gave responses to a series of options, 
some of which related to issues or themes applicable to the whole town centre and 
others to specified 'zones', which were devised for the purpose of the NDP, and were 
shown in the exhibitions, website and printed as part of the options questionnaire.  
 
Yes/No responses to 95 questions were recorded together with verbatim comments. 
A bar chart was produced to illustrate the balance of opinion on these options. This 
enabled contentious options, such as a possible closure of the George 
Street/Russell Street link, to be reviewed. The next stage was to develop draft 
policies that would reflect the emerging preferred options. Consultation was then 
undertaken with owners, partners and stakeholders to check that these possible 
zonal policies were feasible, deliverable and could secure support. This work is set 
out in Annex C. 
 
8. Consultations related to Sustainability Appraisal, Strategic 
Environmental Assessment and Habitat Regulations Assessment 
On 9 January 2015 the three relevant statutory agencies, who may require 
assessments under the Environment Assessment of Plans and Programmes 
Regulations 2004, were contacted by letter: namely English Heritage (now Historic 
England), Environment Agency and Natural England. 
 
The agencies were advised of the neighbourhood area designation, progress made 
to date at that stage and the emerging vision for the area.  The agencies were 

http://shapingtheheartstroud.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/03/Report-of-options-workshop-held-on-4.2.15.pdf
http://shapingtheheartstroud.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/03/Table-objectives-LP-pols-policy-options.pdf
http://shapingtheheartstroud.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/03/options-consultation-event-7-March-2015.pdf
http://shapingtheheartstroud.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/03/options-consultation-event-14-March-2015.pdf
http://shapingtheheartstroud.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/09/SHS-Next-Steps-Postcard-06.pdf
http://shapingtheheartstroud.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/09/options-questionnaire-.pdf
http://shapingtheheartstroud.org/area/
http://shapingtheheartstroud.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/03/Options-Quesionnaire-Full-Results.pdf
http://shapingtheheartstroud.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/03/Yes-No-Responses-to-Options-Questions-March-2015v2.pdf
http://shapingtheheartstroud.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/11/Letter-to-English-Heritage-9-January-2015-.pdf
http://shapingtheheartstroud.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/11/Letter-to-Evironment-Agency-9-January-20151.pdf
http://shapingtheheartstroud.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/11/Letter-to-Natural-England-9-January-2015.pdf
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requested to advise the NDP of any additional issues that they felt the plan needed 
to address.  Responses were received:  
 

 Environment Agency 3 February 2015 and 27 February 2015. 

 Historic England 20 January 2015. The agency attended an NDP workshop 
on culture, leisure and heritage on 24 February 2015. 

 Natural England. 21 January 2015 
 
An NDP commissioned SEA Screening Report Consultation Draft, dated March 
2015, was sent to the agencies for comment on 10 April 2015.  Comments were 
received: Environment Agency 20 April 2015; Historic England 27 April 2015; and 
Natural England 27 April 2015 
 
An NDP commissioned Sustainability Appraisal: Scoping Report Consultation Draft, 
dated July 2015, was sent to the agencies for comment on 7 July 2015. Responses 
were received from Environment Agency 4 August 2015 and Historic England 5 
August 2015.  No comments were received from Natural England.  
 
The Sustainability Appraisal Consultation Draft and its appendices were published 
on 3 October 2015, concurrent with the Regulation 14 consultation draft of the plan, 
and comments from invited from Environment Agency, Historic England and Natural 
England.  There were no pre-submission consultation responses on the document. 
Comments were, however, received on the pre-submission plan from Environment 
Agency on 14 November 2015 and Historic England 20 November 2015. 
 
Stroud District Council carried out a screening exercise and sent its findings to the 
agencies on 21 August 2015.  The agencies responses were Environment Agency 
17 September 2015, Historic England 23 September 2015 and Natural England 16 
September 2015.  The District Council published its SEA-HRA determination, 
including all three agencies responses, on 2 November 2015 stating that the plan 
was unlikely to give rise to significant environmental effects which would require a 
Strategic Environmental Assessment or Habitat Regulations Assessment.  
Notwithstanding an HRA report was supplied by Charlie Falzon Associates and sent 
to Natural England who sent comments on 4 December 2015.  
 
 
9. Pre-submission Draft Plan 
Public consultation on the pre-submission draft under Regulation 14 of the 
Neighbourhood Planning General Regulations 2012 ran from 3 October - 14 
November 2015. An open event was held at Stroud Subscription Rooms on 3 
October 2015 and there was an exhibition at a ‘pop-up’ shop on the High Street in 
the period 12–24 October 2015. A presentation was made to Transition Stroud on 4 
October 2015 attended by 18 people. 
 
At the open event and the ‘pop-up’ shop an exhibition displayed A3 laminated sheets 
showing all the area, zonal and development policies. All the images and information 
were pages from the Plan itself and included information on the contents of the Plan, 
how it was put together and how it would be implemented. Supplementing the 
exhibition were a range of photos taken over the past year of and around Stroud. 
 

http://shapingtheheartstroud.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/11/EA-3-February-2015.pdf
http://shapingtheheartstroud.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/11/Environment-Agency-letter-27-February-2015.pdf
http://shapingtheheartstroud.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/11/EH-Response-20-January-2015.pdf
http://shapingtheheartstroud.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/03/Report-on-Culture-and-heritage-options-seminar-24-Feb-2015.pdf
http://shapingtheheartstroud.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/11/NE-21-January-2015.pdf
http://shapingtheheartstroud.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/11/STROUD-SEA-SCREENING-REPORT-FINAL-3.pdf
http://shapingtheheartstroud.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/11/Environment-Agency-response-20-April-2015.pdf
http://shapingtheheartstroud.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/11/Screening-response-HE.pdf
http://shapingtheheartstroud.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/11/NE-27-April-2015.pdf
http://shapingtheheartstroud.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/09/STROUD-SCOPING-DRAFT-2.pdf
http://shapingtheheartstroud.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/11/EA-4-August-2015.pdf
http://shapingtheheartstroud.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/11/HE-5-August-2015.pdf
http://shapingtheheartstroud.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/11/HE-5-August-2015.pdf
http://shapingtheheartstroud.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/09/Stroud-NDP-Sustainability-Report1.pdf
http://shapingtheheartstroud.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/09/Stroud-Sustainability-Report-APPENDICES1.pdf
http://shapingtheheartstroud.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/11/Environment-Agency.pdf
http://shapingtheheartstroud.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/11/Historic-England-.pdf
http://shapingtheheartstroud.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/11/Natural-England-.pdf
http://shapingtheheartstroud.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/11/Natural-England-.pdf
http://shapingtheheartstroud.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/11/Environment-Agency-14-November-2015.pdf
http://shapingtheheartstroud.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/11/Historic-England-20-November-2015.pdf
http://shapingtheheartstroud.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/09/Stroud_neighbourhood_plan.pdf
http://shapingtheheartstroud.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/09/Stroud-Neighbourhood-Plan-HRA.pdf
http://shapingtheheartstroud.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/11/172064-Statutory-Consultation-on-the-Stroud-Town-Centre-NDP-NE-Response.pdf
http://www.transitionstroud.org/
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Advertising for the launch was delivered through a residents’ newsletter (7,000); 
letters and information given (mostly face–to–face) to all the businesses in the town 
centre (450); posters around town and newsletters and postcards around the pubs 
and cafes and shops; by e-mail; twitter announcements; four large advertising 
banners displayed in prominent locations and articles in the local press. 
 
184 people came to the launch event – looked at the exhibition and listened to 
presentations about the work to date and the main proposals for the Plan. People 
stayed for some time and a few read the whole Plan on paper and more gave their 
comments there and then. There was a high level of debate on the policy proposals. 
 
The exhibition then moved to an empty shop loaned to the NDP towards the top of 
the High Street and it was open from 10am to 4pm daily except Sunday. Most of the 
people who came in (562 over the two weeks) stayed for some time, discussed the 
Plan, wrote comments and took the consultation seriously. Many had been involved 
in earlier iterations of the NDP. We also offered two guided tours of key sites. A few 
people wanted to re-iterate their own personal issues with the town, but their 
comments were captured even if not directly relevant to the Plan.  
 
Copies of the pre-submission plan were made available for public inspection at the 
events and thereafter until 14 November 2015 at 

 Stroud District Council, Ebley Wharf, Stroud 

 Stroud Town Council, London Road, Stroud 

 Public Library in Lansdown, Stroud 

 Tourist Information Centre/Subscription Rooms Box Office, George Street 
 
The pre-submission plan and the sustainability appraisal were published on the 
District Council's website and the NDP website from 2 November 2015. 
 
Responses were invited in the six-week period either through paper forms (available 
at the open event, ‘pop-up’ shop and locations where the plan could be inspected); 
using a download available on the NDP website and through an online response 
facility ("survey monkey").  Respondents were advised that their name and 
comments would be published and would be considered before the pre-submission 
draft was considered by Stroud Town Council. Anonymous comments have not been 
considered or published. 
 
10. Statutory and other invited consultees 

The following organisations received an individual letter addressed to them drawing 
their attention to the pre-submission draft and inviting their comments. These 
included consultation bodies specified in the Neighbourhood Planning General 
Regulations 2012. 
Allsorts Gloucestershire 
Bisley-with-Lypiatt Parish Council 
Brimscombe and Thrupp Parish Council 
Cainscross Parish Council 
Canal and River Trust 
Carers Gloucestershire 
Cotswold Canals Trust and Seven Valley Canal Company who sent a response 
Cotswold Conservation Board 

http://shapingtheheartstroud.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/11/Allsorts-Gloucestershire.pdf
http://shapingtheheartstroud.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/11/Bisley-with-Lypiatt-Parish-Council.pdf
http://shapingtheheartstroud.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/11/Brimscombe-and-Thrupp-Parsih-Council.pdf
http://shapingtheheartstroud.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/11/Cainscross-Parish-Council.pdf
http://shapingtheheartstroud.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/11/Canal-and-Rivers-Trust.pdf
http://shapingtheheartstroud.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/11/Carers-Gloucestershire.pdf
http://shapingtheheartstroud.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/11/Cotswold-Canals-Trust.pdf
http://shapingtheheartstroud.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/11/Cotswold-Canals-Trust-and-Stroud-Valley-Canal-Company.pdf
http://shapingtheheartstroud.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/11/Cotswold-Conservation-Board.pdf
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Environment Agency who sent a response 
Equality and Human Rights Commission who sent a response 
Fair Play South West 
Federation of Small Businesses who sent a response 
Gloucestershire Association for Voluntary and Community Action 
Gfirst Local Enterprise Partnership 
Gloucestershire Clinical Commissioning Group 
Gloucestershire County Council: Local Engagement Team; Highways and Transport; 
Property Services, Planning who sent a response 
Gloucestershire Fire and Rescue Service 
Gloucestershire Health and Wellbeing Board 
Gloucestershire Older Person's Association 
Gloucestershire Wildlife Trust 
Great Western Railway 
Healthwatch Gloucestershire  
Her Majesty's Courts and Tribunal Service 
Highways England who sent a response 
Historic England 
Homes and Communities Agency 
Marah 
Mobile Operators Association 
Natural England 
Network Rail 
NHS Property Ltd who sent a response 
Office of the Police and Crime Commissioner who sent a response 
OpenHouse 
Painswick Parish Council 
Randwick Parish Council 
Road Haulage Association 
Rodborough Parish Council 
Royal Mail Group 
Severn Trent plc who sent a response 
Sport England who sent a response 
Stagecoach 
Stroud Businesswomen's Network 
Stroud Chamber of Trade 
Stroud Churches Together 
Stroud Citizens Advice Bureau 
Stroud Civic Society 
Stroud District Council who sent responses from Property Services and Development 
Services  
Stroud Preservation Trust who sent a response 
Stroud Valleys Artspace 
Stroud Valleys Project 
Sustrans 
The Coal Authority 
The Marine Management Organisation 
Voluntary and Community Action Stroud 
Wales and West Utilities who sent a response 
Western Power who sent a response 

http://shapingtheheartstroud.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/11/Environment-Agency.pdf
http://shapingtheheartstroud.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/11/Environment-Agency1.pdf
http://shapingtheheartstroud.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/11/Equality-and-Human-Rights-Commission.pdf
http://shapingtheheartstroud.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/11/Equality-and-Human-Rights-Commission1.pdf
http://shapingtheheartstroud.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/11/Fair-Play-South-West.pdf
http://shapingtheheartstroud.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/11/Federation-of-Small-Businesses.pdf
http://shapingtheheartstroud.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/11/Federation-of-Small-Businesses1.pdf
http://shapingtheheartstroud.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/11/Gloucestershire-Assocation-for-Voluntary-and-Community-Action.pdf
http://shapingtheheartstroud.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/11/gFirst-Local-Enterprise-Partnership.pdf
http://shapingtheheartstroud.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/11/Gloucstershire-Clinical-Commissioning-Group-.pdf
http://shapingtheheartstroud.org/consultation-bodies/
http://shapingtheheartstroud.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/11/GCC-Highways-and-Transport-Planning.pdf
http://shapingtheheartstroud.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/11/GCC-Property-Services.pdf
http://shapingtheheartstroud.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/11/GCC-Planning-.pdf
http://shapingtheheartstroud.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/11/Gloucestershire-County-Council-Planning-Department.pdf
http://shapingtheheartstroud.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/11/Gloucestershire-Fire-and-Rescue-Service.pdf
http://shapingtheheartstroud.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/11/Gloucestershire-Health-and-Well-Being-Board-.pdf
http://shapingtheheartstroud.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/11/Gloucestershire-Older-Persons-Association.pdf
http://shapingtheheartstroud.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/11/Gloucestershire-Wildlife-Trust-.pdf
http://shapingtheheartstroud.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/11/Great-Western-Railway.pdf
http://shapingtheheartstroud.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/11/Healthwatch-Gloucestershire-.pdf
http://shapingtheheartstroud.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/11/Her-Majestys-Courts-and-Tribunal-Service-.pdf
http://shapingtheheartstroud.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/11/Highways-England-.pdf
http://shapingtheheartstroud.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/11/Highways-England.pdf
http://shapingtheheartstroud.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/11/Historic-England-.pdf
http://shapingtheheartstroud.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/11/Homes-and-Communities-Agency-.pdf
http://shapingtheheartstroud.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/11/Marah-.pdf
http://shapingtheheartstroud.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/11/Mobile-Operators-Association-.pdf
http://shapingtheheartstroud.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/11/Natural-England-.pdf
http://shapingtheheartstroud.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/11/Network-Rail-.pdf
http://shapingtheheartstroud.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/11/NHS-Property-Services-Ltd-.pdf
http://shapingtheheartstroud.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/11/NHS-Property-Ltd.pdf
http://shapingtheheartstroud.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/11/Office-of-the-Police-and-Crime-Commissioner-for-Gloucestershire-.pdf
http://shapingtheheartstroud.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/11/Office-of-the-Police-and-Crime-Commissioner.pdf
http://shapingtheheartstroud.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/11/OpenHouse-.pdf
http://shapingtheheartstroud.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/11/Painswick-Parish-Council.pdf
http://shapingtheheartstroud.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/11/Randwick-Parish-Council-.pdf
http://shapingtheheartstroud.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/11/Road-Haulage-Assocaition-.pdf
http://shapingtheheartstroud.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/11/Rodborough-Parish-Council-.pdf
http://shapingtheheartstroud.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/11/Royal-Mail-Group-.pdf
http://shapingtheheartstroud.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/11/Severn-Trent-plc.pdf
http://shapingtheheartstroud.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/11/Severn-Trent.pdf
http://shapingtheheartstroud.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/11/Sport-England-.pdf
http://shapingtheheartstroud.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/11/Sport-England.pdf
http://shapingtheheartstroud.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/11/Stagecoach-.pdf
http://shapingtheheartstroud.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/11/Stroud-Businesswomens-Network-.pdf
http://shapingtheheartstroud.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/11/Stroud-Chamber-of-Trade-.pdf
http://shapingtheheartstroud.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/11/Stroud-Churches-Together.pdf
http://shapingtheheartstroud.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/11/Stroud-Citizens-Bureau-.pdf
http://shapingtheheartstroud.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/11/Stroud-Civic-Society-.pdf
http://shapingtheheartstroud.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/11/Stroud-District-Council-.pdf
http://shapingtheheartstroud.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/11/Stroud-District-Council-Property-Manager.pdf
http://shapingtheheartstroud.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/11/Stroud-District-Council-Planning-.pdf
http://shapingtheheartstroud.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/11/Stroud-District-Council-Planning-.pdf
http://shapingtheheartstroud.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/11/Stroud-Preservation-Trust-.pdf
http://shapingtheheartstroud.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/11/Stroud-Preservation-Trust.pdf
http://shapingtheheartstroud.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/11/Stroud-Valleys-Artspace-.pdf
http://shapingtheheartstroud.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/11/Stroud-Valleys-Projects.pdf
http://shapingtheheartstroud.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/11/Sustrans-.pdf
http://shapingtheheartstroud.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/11/The-Coal-Authority-.pdf
http://shapingtheheartstroud.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/11/The-Marine-Management-Organisation.pdf
http://shapingtheheartstroud.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/11/Voluntary-and-Community-Action-Stroud.pdf
http://shapingtheheartstroud.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/11/Wales-and-West-Utilities.pdf
http://shapingtheheartstroud.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/11/Wales-and-West-Utilities-Ltd.pdf
http://shapingtheheartstroud.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/11/Western-Power.pdf
http://shapingtheheartstroud.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/11/Western-Power1.pdf
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Whiteshill and Ruscombe Parish Council 
 
11. Consultation outcome 
A schedule attached (Annex 2) gives verbatim comments received and sets out 
whether and how the Plan has been changed as a result.  This is summarised below: 
 
Key issues raised by statutory bodies: 

Environment Agency: sought changes to Policy ZP4b to clarify the requirements in 

relation to flood risk.  These changes have been made. 

Historic England: highly impressed by the Plan which they say “is a most impressive 

document – arguably the most impressive of the many Plans in the south west we 

have seen – not only for the depth, detail of consideration and comprehensiveness 

of its general scope, but especially for its grasp of what makes the area locally 

distinctive and how this should both inform, and be respected in, proposals for 

change.”  They sought reference to how any CIL money will be used to help make 

the Plan happen.  This change has been made. 

Gloucestershire County Council: sought simple changes to the access policy and 

clarification about the circumstances in which contributions would be required from 

development having regard to the issue of viability (also raised by SDC planning).  

The necessary changes have been made. 

Stroud District Council planning: questioned the evidence base on some policies 

(which has been addressed); sought some wording changes to policies which do not 

have a material impact on their intention; sought clarification of how the criteria 

included in various policies are to be applied i.e. as inclusive or selective.  Changes 

have been made as no fundamental issues raised. 

Stroud District Council Property Manager: raised a number of issues as landowner.  

Specifically objections have been made to: 

Policies AP4a (housing) and AP9a (design) requiring every dwelling to have access 

to some form of outdoor space.  This has been addressed by additional wording to 

the policies – “where feasible” - and to the explanatory text. 

Policy AP5 Local Green Spaces –identification of land either side of the canal at 

Wallbridge as a Local Green Space is objected to on the grounds that the policy “is 

absolutely restrictive and prevents any development which may be appropriate”. It is 

argued that “both are key sites for canal uses, the wider public benefit from this 

ownership requires having the ability to change to these uses where, and if ever, 

appropriate”.  It is also argued to be in conflict with Policy AP7 (Gateways).  

However, there is no conflict with the gateway policy which covers a more extensive 

area than the land referred to in Policy AP5 (now AP5a) 

No change is proposed to the Local Green Spaces allocation on the basis that the 

land meets the criteria set out in the NPPF for the designation of such spaces.  The 

designation has been supported throughout the consultation process on the Plan.  

The Town Council carried out a specific consultation exercise on Wallbridge in 

November 2014 the result of which was reported to SDC making clear that it was 

proposed to include this Policy in the NDP.  The Policy does not preclude 

http://shapingtheheartstroud.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/11/Whiteshill-and-Ruscombe-Parish-Council-.pdf
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development appropriate to the retention of the land for its amenity, community and 

biodiversity value.  The designation is akin to a Green Belt policy. 

Policy AP10 Buildings of cultural importance:  It is argued, in relation to the 

Subscription Rooms and the Old Town Hall, that “The wider public benefit from this 

ownership (i.e. by SDC) requires having the ability to change these uses where, and 

if ever, appropriate”.  No change is proposed to this policy on the basis that these 

are particularly valuable community assets which have been included on the 

Community Asset register.  Moreover, the Subscription Rooms originated through 

public subscription for public benefit and use. 

Policy AP11 car parking: is described as “absolutely restrictive and prevents minor 

changes or policies”.  The policy has been amended to make it less prescriptive in 

response to this and a comment made by Cllr Sarah Lunnon. 

Policy AP13 energy:  The requested additional words “installation of new facilities will 

be at the owners’ discretion” would negate one of the aims of the policy i.e. to 

achieve more facilities to encourage the use of electric cars and cycles. No change 

proposed to the policy. 

Policy NP1 car parking: the changes requested have been made as they do not 

change the fundamental aim of the Policy which is to get enhanced facilities for 

those who need to park to use the town centre. 

 
Main areas of public comment were: 

 General welcome for the vision, aims and policies contained within the Plan 

 Support for policies that could improve the quality of the town centre. 

 A wide range of town centre management issues which are outside the scope 
of the development policies that can be made through an NDP.  Where 
possible these are being referred to the appropriate agency. 

 Concerns about the ability to deliver improvements through implementation of 
proposed policies. 

 Requests for technical clarifications to ensure compatibility with district Local 
Plan policies, statutory agency requirements and the need to ensure viability 
of development.  All addressed as appropriate. 

 Comments from owners, representative bodies and interests groups relating 
to particular zonal policies. 

 The need for a wide range of promotional initiatives and policies to improve 
town centre management.  Addressed in Policy NP2. 

 Desire to maintain and reflect what is local and distinctive about Stroud within 
the character of the town centre.  Addressed in various policies such as 
AP5a; AP5b; AP6; AP7; AP8a; AP8b; AP9a; AP9b; AP10 

 Support for green spaces, biodiversity, linkage to canalside, riverside and the 
countryside setting. 

 Concerns about facilities for bus passengers, the impact of the bus station 
upon traffic flow in Merrywalks and concern that the Plan says nothing about 
the relocation of the bus station.  This is now addressed in new Policy AP12b. 

 Concerns about the quality of the land and buildings in Merrywalks, the traffic 

and the configuration of the multi storey car park.  Addressed in new policies 

ZP4c and NP5.  
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 The Plan is considered deficient in relation to what it says about cycling.  A 

new policy NP6 is proposed to address this concern. 

 Beeches Green and ‘Stratford Parkway’ (Policies AP3 and ZP5).  St Rose’s 

School objected to Policy ZP5 generally and also to the proposal for a 

pedestrian/cycle route through Beeches Green (included in Policy AP3).  

Their main concerns were that the inclusion of the Policy may give the 

impression that St Rose’s School may be planning to move away from the 

site, which is inaccurate, and that the Parkway proposal may be prejudicial to 

them. They have made clear that they have no plans to move.  Local 

residents have also raised concerns about the impact of the line on the plan 

showing the proposed route.  The Plan has been amended to make clear that 

the route is indicative and that the precise route will be the subject of a design 

brief for Beeches Green drawn up in consultation with all relevant interests, 

including the landowners. 

Annexes 
 
Annex 1: detailed list of consultation and communications activities 
 
Annex 2: list of comments from statutory bodies, other consultation bodies and public 
comments together with our responses 
 
Annex 3: consultation on zonal policies 
 
Annex 4: copies of newspaper cuttings, publicity material and press coverage. 


