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Membership: 
Dennis Andrewartha** P Chas Fellows P Andy Read A 
Liz Ashton P Paul Hemming P Mark Rees* P 
Dorcas Binns P Nick Hurst P Frances Roden A 
Rowland Blackwell P Haydn Jones P Mattie Ross P 
Philip Booth P John Jones P Roger Sanders P 
Tim Boxall P Daniel Le Fleming A Emma Sims P 
Chris Brine P Graham Littleton P Paul Smith P 
Paul Carter P Stephen Lydon P Ken Stephens P 
Molly Cato P John Marjoram P Nigel Studdert-Kennedy P 
Miranda Clifton P Brian Marsh P Brian Tipper P 
Nigel Cooper P Russell Miles A Geoff Wheeler P 
June Cordwell P Stephen Moore P Martin Whiteside P 
Doina Cornell P Keith Pearson P Rhiannon Wigzell P 
Gordon Craig P Elizabeth Peters P Tom Williams P 
Karon Cross A Simon Pickering P Penny Wride P 
Paul Denney P Gary Powell P Debbie Young P 
David Drew P Nigel Prenter P vacancy  
 
** = Chair of Council * = Vice Chair of Council  P = Present A = Absent 
 
Officers Present 
Chief Executive Strategic Head of Corporate Services 
Legal Services Manager & Monitoring 
Officer 

Elections Support Officer 
Principal Policy Officer 

Strategic Head of Finance & Business 
Services 

Principal Marketing Officer 
Democratic Services and Elections Officers 

Accountancy Manager  
Democracy Development Manager  
  
Also Present 
Dr Peter Knight, Lead Commissioner, Local Government Boundary Commission for 
England 
Richard Buck, Review Manager, Local Government Boundary Commission for 
England 
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CL.051 APOLOGIES 
 
Apologies for absence were received from Councillors Karon Cross, Daniel Le 
Fleming, Russell Miles, Andy Read and Frances Roden. 
 
CL.052 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
 
None received. 
 
CL.053 MINUTES 
 
RESOLVED That the Minutes of the meetings held on 28 November 2013 

and 23 January 2014 are confirmed and signed as a correct 
record.  

 
CL.054 ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
Chair of Council 
 
Fundraising and Wellbeing 
The Chair informed the Council of two forthcoming events which would fundraise 
and promote well-being, encouraging all to participate as follows: 
 

 Sport Relief, Friday, 21 March 2014 – dress in sports gear or wear 
red for £1; all monies raised go to Sport Relief.  Two one mile walks also 
being arranged along the towpath during lunchtime. 

 Green Day Event, Friday, 11 April 2014, 11am-2pm – clothes and 
seeds swap in the Council Chamber; monies raised go to Transition 
Stroud.  

 
CL.055 PUBLIC QUESTION TIME 
 
The following question received from Erik Wilkinson, was presented to and 
answered by Councillor Simon Pickering, Chair of the Environment Committee. 
 

Question 1 
“Can you please tell me what steps the Council has taken to ensure that community 
pubs are protected in Stroud Town?” 
 
Answer 
“According to the Campaign for Real Ale (CAMRA) nationally between 16 and 20 
pubs are closing every week. The decline and threat to community pubs appears to 
be due to a number of factors outside the control of this council but within the remit 
of central government including increases in taxes on beer, deep discounting on 
alcohol by supermarkets, restrictive policies imposed on tied pubs. 
 
The Council has produced policies within both the adopted Stroud District Local 
Plan (Policy SH15 “Loss of Individual and Village Shops, Public Houses and other 
Community Uses”) and the emerging Stroud District Local Plan (Policy EI6 
“Protecting Individual and Village Shops, Public Houses and other Community 
Uses”) which aim to protect certain community uses/services such as village stores, 
post offices and including public houses.  
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Planning permission for alternative uses need to demonstrate that there is no 
prospect of continued use, that there are adequate accessible alternative facilities in 
the locality and that the current use is unviable. 
 
However, the policy only provides protection if planning permission for change of 
use, conversion or demolition is required. Under recent changes made by this 
Government, change of use from public house to a wide range of other commercial 
uses can be achieved without planning permission being required. 
 
There are limited opportunities to “rescue” community pubs using the asset of 
community value provision within the Localism Act.  
 
Communities can request that pubs and other community infrastructure are 
registered with the council as ‘community assets’ which give communities a window 
of opportunity to galvanise support and acquire ownership. If communities wish to 
protect a facility they will need to take ownership in order to do so as the council 
cannot enforce an uneconomically viable use through withholding planning 
permission without risk of losing any subsequent appeal. 
 
Details of the Community Asset register can be found at 
http://www.stroud.gov.uk/docs/planning/land_charges.asp#s=sectioncontent4 
 
A few local pubs are part of the Stroud District Loyalty Card scheme, but the 
success of this does largely depend on how proactive they are in promoting the 
scheme to their customers. A pub in Berkeley recently commented that the Loyalty 
Card scheme and the promotional advertising that goes with it was the ‘most 
effective advertising they have ever carried out’.”  
 
CL.056 AMENDMENT TO THE CONSTITUTION 
 
The Leader of the Council explained that as of 25 February 2014, in accordance 
with The Local Authorities (Standing Orders) (England) Regulations 2001 (which 
were amended on 29 January 2014), district, county and unitary councils would be 
required to amend their Constitutions to provide that a recorded vote was always 
taken on budget decisions.  Such decisions included the setting of Council Tax, as 
well as substantive budget motions to agree the budget or to issue precepts.   
 
Consequently, he moved the amendment to the Council’s Constitution, seeking 
authority for the Monitoring Officer to update the Constitution accordingly.  The 
Motion was seconded by Councillor Chris Brine. 
 
In response to questions raised, the Legal Services Manager and Monitoring Officer 
explained that if there was no provision, such decisions would be open to legal 
challenge on the basis that procedure had not been followed. 
 
On being put to the vote the Motion was carried unanimously. 
 
RESOLVED (i) To amend the Constitution to reflect the legislative 

requirement for the Council to take a recorded vote on 
budgetary decisions; 

 (ii) To authorise the Monitoring Officer to update the 
Constitution accordingly. 

http://www.stroud.gov.uk/docs/planning/land_charges.asp#s=sectioncontent4
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CL.057 SETTING THE AMOUNT OF COUNCIL TAX FOR 2014/15 
 
The Leader of the Council presented the above report, which would enable the 
Council to calculate and approve the Council Tax requirement for 2014/15.  The 
report consolidated the Council Tax set by the District Council, Gloucestershire 
County Council, the Police and Crime Commissioner and the Town and Parish 
Councils.  On 23 January 2014, Council approved its Council Tax requirement for 
the district and set a precept of £7,640,184. 
 
Members’ attention was drawn to the respective precepts on the Council’s 
Collection Fund, with the average Band D rate of £1,551.53; this being a 0.39% 
increase on the 2013/14 Band D rate. 
 
The Leader moved the proposal set out within the report, which was seconded by 
Councillor Gary Powell. 
 
In accordance with The Local Authorities (Standing Orders) (England) Regulations 
2001 (amended 29 January 2014), a recorded vote was taken, the results of which 
are as follows: 
 

FOR: Councillors   
(44) Dennis 

Andrewartha 
Liz Ashton 
Dorcas Binns 
Rowland Blackwell 
Philip Booth 
Tim Boxall 
Chris Brine 
Paul Carter 
Molly Cato 
Miranda Clifton 
Nigel Cooper 
June Cordwell 
Doina Cornell 
Gordon Craig 
Paul Denney 

David Drew 
Chas Fellows 
Paul Hemming 
Haydn Jones 
John Jones 
Graham Littleton 
Stephen Lydon 
John Marjoram 
Brian Marsh 
Stephen Moore 
Keith Pearson 
Elizabeth Peters 
Simon Pickering 
Gary Powell 
Nigel Prenter 

Mark Rees 
Mattie Ross 
Roger Sanders 
Emma Sims 
Paul Smith 
Ken Stephens 
Nigel Studdert-Kennedy 
Brian Tipper 
Geoff Wheeler 
Martin Whiteside 
Rhiannon Wigzell 
Tom Williams 
Penny Wride 
Debbie Young 
 

 
AGAINST: Councillors   
(0)    

ABSTAIN: Councillors   
(0)    

 
RESOLVED 1. It be noted that on 23 January 2014 the Council 

calculated  
 

(a) the Council Tax Base 2014/15 for the whole Council 
area as 40,871.90 [Item T in the formula in Section 
31B(3) of the Local Government Finance Act 1992, 
as amended (the “Act”)] and, 
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(b) for dwellings in those parts of its area to which a 
Parish precept relates as in the attached Appendix 
A column 2. 

 

2. Calculate that the Council Tax requirement for the for 
the Council’s own purposes for 2014/15 (excluding 
Parish precepts) is £7,640,184. 

 

3. That the following amounts be calculated for the year 
2014/15 in accordance with Sections 31 to 36 of the Act: 

 

 (a) £93,949,832 being the aggregate of the amounts which 
the Council estimates for the items set out 
in Section 31A(2) (a) to (f) of the Act 
taking into account all precepts issued to 
it by Parish Councils. 

 

 (b) £83,597,072 being the aggregate of the amounts which 
the Council estimates  for the items 
set out in Section 31A(3) (a) to (d) of the 
Act. 

 

 (c)   £10,352,760 being the amount by which the aggregate 
at 3(a) above exceeds the aggregate at 
3(b) above, calculated by the Council in 
accordance with Section 31A(4) of the Act 
as its Council Tax requirement for the 
year. (Item R in the formula in Section 31B 
of the Act). 

 

 (d)    £253.30 being the amount at 3(c) above (Item R), 
all divided by Item T (1(a)) above, 
calculated by the Council, in accordance 
with Section 31B of the Act, as the basic 
amount of its Council Tax for the year 
(Basic Band ‘D’ including Parish 
precepts). 

  
(e) £2,712,576 being the aggregate amount of all special 

items (Parish precepts) referred to in 
Section 34(1) of the Act (as per the 
attached Appendix A). 

 
(f)    £186.93 being the amount at 3(d) above less the 

result given by dividing the amount at 3(e) 
above by Item T (1 (a) above), calculated 
by the Council, in accordance with 
Section 34(2) of the Act, as the basic 
amount of its Council Tax for the year for 
dwellings in those parts of its area to 
which no Parish precept relates. (Basic 
Band ‘D’ excluding Parish/Town Councils) 
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4. That it be noted that for the year 2014/15 
Gloucestershire County Council and The Police and 
Crime Commissioner for Gloucestershire have stated 
the following amounts in precepts issued to the Council 
in accordance with Section 40 of the Local Government 
Finance Act 1992 for each of the categories of dwellings 
shown below:- 

Valuation 

Bands*

Gloucestershire 

County Council

The Police and Crime 

Commissioner for 

Gloucestershire

DisrA** £605.83 £115.41

A £727.00 £138.49

B £848.17 £161.57

C £969.33 £184.65

D £1,090.50 £207.73

E £1,332.83 £253.89

F £1,575.17 £300.05

G £1,817.50 £346.22

H £2,181.00 £415.46  
 

* Banding proportions are shown in paragraph 13 of the 
report. 
**Band DisrA provides for a discount for disabled 
people living in a band A property. 

 
5. That, having calculated the aggregate in each case of 

the amounts at 3(d) and 4 above, the Council in 
accordance with Section 30 and 36 of the Local 
Government Finance Act 1992, hereby sets the amounts 
of Council Tax for the year 2014/15 for each of the 
categories of dwellings shown in Appendix C to this 
report. 

6. That the revised Medium Term Financial Plan, adjusted 
for the final settlement figures and Business Rates 
income set out in Appendix D is approved. 

 
CL.058 BOUNDARY REVIEW 
 
The Council received a presentation from Dr Peter Knight, Lead Commissioner and 
Richard Buck, Review Manager from the Local Government Boundary Commission 
for England (LGBCE), concerning a review of electoral arrangements for the Stroud 
District.  The review had been triggered by 17% of the District’s wards having more 
than 10% electoral variance. 
 
The two elements of the review would be based on Council size and electoral ward 
boundaries.  An overview of the approaches taken by other Councils was presented, 
with the emphasis on the Council submitting evidence based representations which 
would be considered and assessed against statutory criteria. 
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Draft recommendations would be published by the LGBCE in February 2015 based 
on evidence received. 
 
Members received clarification from the LGBCE on various matters including the 
emerging trend to reduce Councillor numbers and the need for the Council to put 
forward its own boundary proposals for consideration.  It was highlighted that the 
review would only take account of residents who were on the electoral register. 
 
CL.059 RECOMMENDATIONS FROM COMMITTEES 
 
Strategy and Resources Committee – 19 December 2013 
 
(a) Gloucestershire Economic Growth Committee 
 
The Leader of the Council presented the report considered by the Strategy and 
Resources Committee on 19 December 2013, which sought approval of the 
establishment of a statutory joint committee, its terms of reference and function and 
its role in taking forward a Strategic Economic Plan for Gloucestershire.  
Consideration was also given to the Council’s representation on the Committee, its 
core functions and the need for the production and submission of a Strategic 
Economic Plan to central Government to be able to draw on a ‘growth fund’. 
 
The Leader of the Council moved the proposal set out on the agenda, which was 
seconded by Councillor Doina Cornell. 
 
On being put to the vote the Motion was carried overwhelmingly. 
 
RESOLVED 1. To agree to the establishment of a statutory Joint 

Committee with core functions as set out in paragraph 5 
of the report; 

 
 2. That Council is represented on the Joint Committee by the 

Leader of the Council, with the Vice-Chair of Strategy and 
Resources Committee as substitute, should one be 
required under the constitution of the Joint Committee. 

 
Audit and Standards Committee – 28 January 2014 
 
(b) Treasury Management Strategy, Annual Investment Strategy and 

Minimum Revenue Provision Policy Statement 2014/15 
 
The Chair of the Audit and Standards Committee presented the above report 
considered by the Committee on 28 January 2014, outlining the Council’s prudential 
indicators for 2014/15-2016/17.  It also set out the treasury strategy for the same 
period and fulfilled the three key reports required by the Local Government Act 
2003, together with the statutory duty to approve a minimum revenue policy 
statement for 2014/15. 
 
She reminded Members of the Council’s investment priorities and referred to the 
discussion by the Audit and Standards Committee to take matters forward. 
 
Councillor Molly Cato moved the proposal set out on the agenda paper, which was 
seconded by Councillor Rhiannon Wigzell. 



CL.2013/14 

Council – 27 February 2014 Subject to approval 
Minutes at the next meeting 

 

8 

 
Following questions, the Motion was put to the vote and carried unanimously. 
 
RESOLVED 1. To adopt the prudential indicators and limits for 2014/15 to 

2016/17; 
 
 2. To approve the treasury management strategy 2014/15 

and the treasury prudential indicators; 
 
 3. To approve the investment strategy 2014/15 and the 

detailed criteria for specified and non-specified 
investments; and 

 
 4. To approve the Minimum Revenue Policy Statement 

2014/15. 
 
Strategy and Resources Committee – 13 February 2014 
 
(c) Senior Policy Pay Statement 2014/15 
 
The Leader of the Council presented the report considered by the Strategy and 
Resources Committee on 13 February 2014, which required the Council to approve 
and publish a policy statement on senior pay under the Localism Act 2011.  The 
Council had published such information for a number of years on its website and 
within its Statement of Accounts.  Attention was drawn to pay accountability and the 
Council’s ratio of 1:11 between the lowest and highest paid employees, which was 
well within the Government’s public sector ratio of 1:20.  At 1 February 2014, the 
Council employed 9 apprentices whose pay was based on the National Minimum 
Wage for 18-20 year olds. 
 
Councillor Geoff Wheeler moved the proposal set out on the agenda paper, which 
was seconded by Councillor Chris Brine. 
 
The following matters were confirmed during questions on the report: 
 

 There was no requirement under legislation governing the Senior 
Policy Pay Statement to publish payments being made to interim 
staff. 

 Two officers had been moved from Stroud 9 to Stroud 10 as part 
of a regrading within Corporate Team. 

 The Chief Executive undertook to provide all Members with 
details of how many Chief Officers, if any, were employed by the 
Council below the grade of Stroud 12. 

 The Chief Executive undertook to provide Members with a 
schedule of the honorariums being paid to staff, identifiable by 
post level only. 

 
On being put to the vote the Motion was carried overwhelmingly. 
 
RESOLVED That the Statement is approved. 
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CL.060 REVIEW OF POLLING DISTRICTS, POLLING PLACES AND 
POLLING STATIONS 2013/14 

 
The Leader of the Council presented the report which sought adoption of an 
amended polling district and polling places scheme following the outcome of the 
consultation undertaken between 1 October 2013 and 15 November 2013.  The 
report, having detailed the consultation carried out and the responses received, 
culminated in a number of recommendations to be considered by the Council as set 
out on page 6. 
 
The Democracy Development Manager informed Members that the British School, 
Wotton-under-Edge, had now been secured as a polling station for the ML polling 
district. 
 
On being put to the vote the Motion was carried overwhelmingly. 
 
RESOLVED 1. That the schedule of polling districts as attached at 

Appendix A be adopted, except where variations are 
identified below. 

 
 2. That the schedule of polling places to be adopted are the 

existing polling districts except where variations are 
identified below. 

 
 3. To create a new polling place in Rodborough for polling 

districts LMA and LMC which will include LMA, LMC and 
LM1 to allow voters to go to their next nearest suitable 
polling location which is currently within LM1. 

 
 4. Rodborough Community Hall be used as a replacement to 

The Bear of Rodborough as a polling station for LMA and 
LMC. 

  
 5. Wotton-under-Edge – The British School be used as the 

polling station for the ML polling district. 
 

 6. Farmhill and Paganhill – No action to be taken, however, 
officers would continue to monitor the situation. 

 
7. Severn – No action to be taken. 

 
8. Uplands – No action to be taken. 

 
CL.061 APPOINTMENT TO THE GLOUCESTERSHIRE POLICE AND 

CRIME PANEL 
 
The Council was asked to make an appointment to the above Panel to replace the 
seat vacated by Councillor Roger Sanders.   
 
RESOLVED That Councillor Mark Rees is appointed as this Council’s 

representative on the Gloucestershire Police and Crime Panel 
for the remainder of this Civic Year. 
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CL.062 MATTERS FOR INFORMATION 
 
The Council noted the meetings that had taken place since the last ordinary Meeting 
held on 28 November 2013. 
 
CL.063 MEMBERS’ QUESTIONS 
 
The following questions received from Councillor Debbie Young, were presented 
to and answered by Councillor Geoff Wheeler, Leader and Chair of the Strategy and 
Resources Committee. 
 

Question 1 
“Whilst I welcome the rental income that the Council has received from renting out 
office space at Ebley Mill, is this at market rates?” 
 
Answer 
“Yes, a market rent is being achieved”. 
 
Supplementary Question 
Do you know how much the market rent is currently? 
 
Answer 
No. 
 
Question 2 
“Is there any other space that can be rented out?” 
 
Answer 
“Bodley Block Ground Floor (BBG) is vacant (approx 5,000 sq ft) and is available to 
rent out”.  
 
Supplementary Question 
The questioner enquired as to how much it had cost to move staff to alternative 
areas of the building, to include all associated costs. 
 
Answer 
Being unaware of the answer, the Leader undertook to investigate the costs 
concerned and would circulate a response. 
 
Question 3 
“How is this being marketed, and will this be at market rent?” 
 
Answer 
“BBG is currently being marketed by Ash & Co, a commercial agent.  It is being 
advertised at the market rent”. 
 
Supplementary Question 
Would it surprise you that the estimated costs of the move for Housing was £15,000 
and nearly £100,000 for the rest of the organisation to be moved? 
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Answer 
The Leader confirmed that he had been unaware of the costs and yes, these did 
surprise him. 
 
Councillor Keith Pearson stated a point of order, referring the Council to procedure 
rule 8.1.3 concerning the scope of Motions.  It was the Conservative Group’s view 
that the remaining items were not in accordance with the Constitution and were 
purely for political positioning.  In order that no further time would be wasted and to 
save tax payers money and speed up the process, he explained that all Members of 
the Conservative Group would leave the meeting prior to discussion of the Notices 
of Motion. 
 
The two Notices of Motion were considered and voted upon by the remaining 27 
Councillors present. 
 
In referring to procedure rule 8.1.3 of the Constitution, the Legal Services Manager 
and Monitoring Officer explained that it was her view that the Motions did directly 
affect the Council and the District and could therefore be debated.  The Chairman 
confirmed that the item would not have been added to the agenda otherwise. 
 
CL.064 NOTICES OF MOTION 
 
(i) Support for a Financial Transaction Tax (Robin Hood Tax) – 01/14 
 
The following Motion was proposed by Councillor Molly Cato and seconded by 
Councillor Paul Denney. 
 

“This Council notes the suffering forced upon local residents as a result of 
this Coalition government’s cuts programme and asserts that there is an 
alternative to its ideologically driven attack on public services – namely the 
levy of a financial transaction tax on the speculative activities that have 
accelerated the recent enrichment of the few to the detriment of the many. 
  
Council notes that: 
  
• local government will see real term cuts in central grant of 28% over the 
2010 Comprehensive Spending Review period, meaning a cut of £6bn in 
annual grant by 2015; 
• extending the current FTT on shares to other asset classes such as bonds 
and derivatives could raise £20bn of additional revenue in the UK a year; and 
• At least 11 European nations including France, Germany, Italy and Spain 
are moving ahead with FTTs on shares, bonds and derivatives estimated to 
raise £30bn a year. 
  
Council believes that: 
  
• revenues from the FTT could help repair the damage caused by cuts in 
public services since 2010; 
• local government deserves to receive a significant proportion of FTT 
revenues, making an important contribution to both capital and revenue 
expenditure such as reversing cuts to council tax benefits; 



CL.2013/14 

Council – 27 February 2014 Subject to approval 
Minutes at the next meeting 

 

12 

• the UK government should extend the current FTT on shares to other asset 
classes, such as bonds and derivatives which could raise £20bn of additional 
revenue in the UK a year. 
  
Council resolves to: 
  
• work with other Councils to persuade the Government to extend the FTT; 
• write to the Chancellor and Shadow Chancellor of the Exchequer, and 
Secretary of State for Communities and Local Government stating this 
council’s support for extending FTTs; 
• publicise its support for extending the FTT.” 

 

The proposer of the Motion delivered a speech reflecting on the difficult choices 
having to be made by many Councils faced with reducing services and the limited 
opportunities for investment in the local community as a consequence of the 
reduction in central Government grant.  She explained that Local Government would 
see real term cuts in central grant of 28% over the 2010 Comprehensive Spending 
Review period, meaning a cut of £6billion in annual grant by 2015. 
 
She sought Members support to take action through the imposition of a tax to be 
charged on financial transactions between financial institutions at a rate of 0.1% on 
the exchange of bonds and shares and 0.01% on derivative contracts.  Other 
European countries had already moved forward with such an initiative, estimated to 
raise £30billion per annum. 
 
In supporting the Motion, the seconder reflected on the general distrust with 
financial institutions and the continuing growth in the wealth gap amongst the 
international community.  He agreed with the imposition of a Financial Transaction 
Tax which he believed was action in the right direction.  He considered it important 
to prevent the wealth gap increasing and he believed that this tax would go some 
way towards making the system fairer. 
 
The ensuing debate highlighted significant support for the tax. 
 
In summing up, the proposer explained that support for this Motion would create an 
additional income stream for the Council, a proportion of which could be passed on 
to benefit local communities.  She urged Members to support the Motion. 
 
Having been seconded, the Motion was put to the vote and was carried 
overwhelmingly. 
 
RESOLVED (a) To work with other Councils to persuade the Government 

to extend the FTT; 
 

(b) Write to the Chancellor and Shadow Chancellor of the 
Exchequer and Secretary of State for Communities and 
Local Government stating this Council’s support for 
extending FTTs; 
 

(c) Publicise this Council’s support for extending the FTT. 
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(ii) Rewiring Public Services – 02/14 
 
The following Motion was proposed by Councillor Steve Lydon and seconded by 
Councillor Doina Cornell. 
 
 “Council, noting 

 
- that England is now widely recognised to be the country with the most 

centralised system of government in Europe; 
 
- that devolution has brought decisions about tax and spending, and the 

quality of public services, closer to voters in Scotland and Wales, while 
English voters have not gained comparably greater influence over 
decision-making that affects their taxes and services; 

 
- in the last 5 years Local Government funding has been cut by £20bn, in 

2015/16 another 10% is planned to cut from Local Government funding; 
 

- that the Local Government Association Chair, Sir Merrick Cockell, has 
said “This cut will stretch essential services to breaking point in many 
areas”; and that the Society of Local Authority Executives has stated local 
authorities are “running out of ways to save money, and that puts the 
future of local services on the line”; 

 
considers 

 
- that the likely scale of change in how public services are funded and 

provided makes it democratically unsustainable for those changes to be 
decided within the existing over-centralised model; 

 
- that services need to be reformed and integrated across local agencies to 

enable them to prevent problems rather than picking up the pieces; 
 
- that voters should be given back a meaningful say on a wider range of 

tax and spending decisions, through place-based budgetary 
arrangements, the abolition of the discredited Barnett formula and the 
reinstatement of fair financial distribution agreed among English councils, 
the re-creation of a municipal bond market, and the certainty of multi-year 
funding settlements for the life of a Parliament; 

 
- that central government should enable that local decision-making by 

joining up and reducing in size Whitehall departments in order to facilitate 
local place-based budgets, by reducing Ministers’ powers to intervene in 
local decisions, and replacing bureaucratic tick-box inspection regimes 
with local service users champions; and 

 
- that such a new more mature settlement between central and local 

government should be put beyond future revision by giving formal 
constitutional protection to local democracy; and 
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resolves 

 
- to support the Local Government Association’s Rewiring Public Services 

campaign, which embodies these objectives; 
 
- to ask Stroud’s Member of Parliament to support the Rewiring Public 

Services campaign to improve local voters’ influence over services, tax 
and spending; and 

 
- to make the Council’s position clear to the Secretary of State.” 

 
The proposer of the Motion sought Council support for the LGA campaign, for which 
there had been cross party collaboration nationally.  Local Government had 
consistently been treated poorly by all parties operating in Government and faced 
challenges as a consequence of continuing reductions in finance and the elimination 
of local decision making powers and responsibilities.  He referred to the impact of 
the cuts on a number of local authorities within the immediate region and urged 
Members to take this opportunity to consider the future direction of Local 
Government. 
 
The seconder of the Motion referred to the impact of successive government cuts in 
spending and the consequent impact on local Councils and their unrecognised 
efforts to maintain and deliver local services.  She hoped Members would support 
the campaign which focussed on the future delivery of budgets and service 
provision locally. 
 
The ensuing debate indicated considerable support for the Motion. 
 
Having been seconded, the Motion was put to the vote and was carried 
overwhelmingly. 
 
RESOLVED 1. To support the Local Government Association’s 

Rewiring Public Services campaign, which embodies 
these objectives; 

 
 2. To ask Stroud’s Members of Parliament to support the 

Rewiring Public Services campaign to improve local 
voters’ influence over services, tax and spending; and 

 
 3. To make the Council’s position clear to the Secretary of 

State. 
 
The meeting closed at 9.30 pm. 
 
 
 

Chair of Council 


