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SPECIAL COUNCIL MEETING 
 

10 April 2014 
 

7.00 pm – 7.45 pm 
Council Chamber, Ebley Mill, Stroud 

 
Minutes 

3 
 
Membership:  
Dennis Andrewartha** P Chas Fellows A Mark Rees* P 
Liz Ashton P Paul Hemming P Frances Roden P 
Dorcas Binns P Nick Hurst P Mattie Ross P 
Rowland Blackwell P Haydn Jones P Roger Sanders P 
Philip Booth P John Jones P Emma Sims P 
Tim Boxall A Daniel Le Fleming A Paul Smith P 
Chris Brine P Graham Littleton P Ken Stephens P 
Paul Carter P Stephen Lydon P Nigel Studdert-Kennedy P 
Molly Cato A John Marjoram P Brian Tipper P 
Miranda Clifton P Brian Marsh P Geoff Wheeler P 
Nigel Cooper P Russell Miles P Martin Whiteside P 
June Cordwell P Stephen Moore P Rhiannon Wigzell P 
Doina Cornell P Keith Pearson P Tom Williams P 
Gordon Craig P Elizabeth Peters P Penny Wride P 
Karon Cross P Simon Pickering P Debbie Young P 
Paul Denney P Gary Powell P   
David Drew P Nigel Prenter P 2 vacancies  
 
** = Chair of Council * = Vice Chair of Council  P = Present A = Absent 
 
Officers Present:  
Chief Executive Strategic Head of Corporate Services 
Legal Services Manager & Monitoring 
Officer 

Principal Marketing Officer 
Democratic Services and Elections Officer 

Strategic Head of Finance & Business 
Services 

 

Democracy Development Manager  
 
Also Present:  
Ben Smith, Contracts Officer 
David Corker, Principal Appeals and Enforcement Officer 
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PRESENTATIONS 
 
Members joined the Chair of Council to congratulate Julie Browning, David Corker 
and Ben Smith for each giving at least 40 years service to the Council.  An award 
was presented to each of them in recognition of their service. 
 
CL.065 APOLOGIES  
 
Apologies for absence were received from Councillors Tim Boxall, Molly Cato, Chas 
Fellows and Daniel Le Fleming. 
 
CL.066 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST  
 
None received. 
 
CL.067 FUTURE SCHEME FOR ELECTIONS 
 
In presenting the above report, the Democracy Development Manager informed 
Members that consideration of a future scheme for elections had been instigated by 
the Local Government Boundary Commission for England as part of its impending 
boundary review.  The Council had the option to continue to hold elections by thirds 
or to move to a scheme of whole Council elections where all seats would be up for 
election once every four years.  Any change would be implemented from May 2016. 
 
He explained that continuing elections by thirds would require 3 Member wards 
across the whole of the district and elections would take place for each one of the 
seats in years 1, 2 and 3.  Members’ attention was drawn to the advantages of each 
type of scheme for elections as set out within the report, together with associated 
cost implications.  The Democracy Development Manager pointed out that Town 
and Parish Council elections would also be expected to change, by legal order, so 
that elections took place on the same date as district elections once every four 
years. 
 
The Leader of the Council proposed that the Council move to a scheme to provide 
for whole Council elections every 4 years with effect from May 2016, with the 
necessary steps being taken to move Parish and Town Council elections to coincide 
with the same polling day.  The Motion was seconded by Councillor Keith Pearson. 
 
Responses to questions raised were confirmed as follows: 
 

• The Parish and Town Council elections in 2015 would proceed as usual with 
Councillors elected for a four year term.  This enabled Councils to continue to 
operate should the boundary review not be successful.  However, the 
consequence of the legal order would curtail the four year term, should all out 
elections take effect.  

• There would be no staff redundancies arising from the cost savings forecast 
for four yearly elections.  An explanation was provided of the process under 
the new rules for elections by thirds and the associated resource and cost 
implications, which were largely attributable to the costs of administering a 
large volume of elections. 

• Questions were asked in relation to the low response to public consultation 
and in respect of the wording of the consultation question which it was felt 
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could be construed as biased to move towards elections once every four 
years. 

 
A Member moved an amendment to the Motion requesting this Council to provide 
financial assistance to Town and Parish Councils towards the unforeseen costs of 
their 2016 elections.  Following advice and in view of the absence of legal and 
financial implications, the Member agreed to withdraw the amendment and submit it 
as a Motion to the next Council meeting. 
 
Concern was expressed by some Members that the proposal to hold elections once 
every four years was purely financially driven and was an attack on local 
democracy, with no significant benefits.  The response to the consultation exercise 
had been poor and there were other measures that could be explored to improve 
voter turnout and provide more cost effective voting methods.  There was 
disappointment that the retention of voting by thirds would mean the imposition of 3 
Member wards which would make some areas of the District large and 
unmanageable. 
 
The Democracy Development Manager confirmed that the cost savings associated 
with four yearly elections would in fact be ‘avoided costs’ and not savings on costs 
currently incurred. 
 
Other Members welcomed the proposed move to elections once every four years, 
which would be in line with other types of election held.  The seconder of the Motion 
explained that the issue was not about the cost savings, but how to avoid future 
increased costs and the imposition of 3 Member wards on the District, which would 
prove impractical. 
 
On being put to the vote the Motion was CARRIED by 40 votes in favour, with 2 
votes against and 3 abstentions. 
 
RESOLVED That this Council moves to a scheme to pro vide for whole 

Council elections every 4 years with effect from Ma y 2016, 
with the necessary steps being taken to move Parish  and 
Town Council elections to coincide with the same po lling day. 

 
Councillor John Marjoram wished it recorded that he had abstained from voting on 
this item. 
 
The meeting closed at 7.45 pm. 
 
 
 

Chair of Council 


