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Membership: 
Councillor Geoff Wheeler (Chair) P Councillor Paul Hemming P 
Councillor Doina Cornell (Vice-Chair) P Councillor Keith Pearson P 
Councillor Dorcas Binns P Councillor Simon Pickering P 
Councillor Paul Carter P Councillor Mattie Ross P 
Councillor Molly Cato P Councillor Tom Williams P 
Councillor Nigel Cooper P Councillor Rhiannon Wigzell P 
Councillor June Cordwell P   
 

P = Present A = Absent 
 
Other Councillors Present: 
Councillor Miranda Clifton  
 
Officers Present: 
Chief Executive Head of Housing Management 
Strategic Head (Finance and Business Principal Accountant 
  Services) Canal Project Manager 
Accountancy Manager Head of Housing Contracts 
Strategic Head (Customer Services) Democratic Services Assistant 
 
SRC.062 APOLOGIES 
 
None received. 
 
SRC.063 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
 
There were none. 
 

SRC.064 MINUTES 
 

RESOLVED To approve as a correct record, the Minutes of the 
meeting held on 19 December 2013, subject to the 
inclusion of Councillor Miranda Clifton’s apologies. 
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SRC.065 PUBLIC QUESTION TIME 
 
None received. 
 
SRC.066 HOUSING REVENUE ACCOUNT REVISED ESTIMATES 

2013/14 AND ORIGINAL ESTIMATES 2014/15 
 
The Accountancy Manager presented the above report considered by the Housing 
Committee on 12 December 2013, together with a supplementary paper which 
corrected an error in Appendix A concerning the increase to garage rents and which 
updated on the new build programme following new information on the phasing of 
expenditure. 
 
A summary of the issues raised/responses to questions is set out below: 
 

 The Member discussions which led to the proposed 2014/15 increase in rent 
took place through the Housing Forum and the Service Development Groups.  

 In order to maximise income for the authority when setting the rent for 
garages a realistic balance had to be achieved between increasing the rent 
and the likely take up.  

 It was anticipated proposals on a range of options with regard to Supporting 
People would be brought to Members in March 2014. 

 The reasons for major voids was likely to be due to people downsizing and 
numbers of properties requiring major works/refurbishments. 

 
RECOMMENDED 
TO COUNCIL 

a) The revised HRA budget for 2013/14 and original HRA 
budget for 2014/15 are approved. 

b) That from 1 April 2014 the following increases to 
existing rent and service charges as detailed in 
Appendix A are applied. 
i)  Dwelling rents increase by 3.2%, being CPI of 

2.7% + 0.5%. (For an explanation of rents please 
see Appendix H). 

ii)  Garage Rents increase by CPI, i.e. 2.7% (see 
details in Appendix A). 

iii) Other Landlord Service Charges increase by CPI 
i.e. 2.7% (see details in Appendix A). 

iv) Landlord Service Charges at Sheltered Housing 
Schemes are increased by CPI i.e. 2.7% (see 
details in para 4.5 Appendix A). 

v)  Support Service Charges – The charge remains 
the same but will cease in October 2014 and be 
replaced by new contractual arrangements as per 
paragraph 4.5. 

c) That the Capital Programme for 2014/15 be approved. 
d) That authority be delegated to the Strategic Head 

(Tenant Services) to agree the detail of the 2014/15 
Housing Repair and Maintenance Capital Programme. 
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SRC.067 GENERAL FUND REVISED ESTIMATES 2013/14 AND 
ORIGINAL ESTIMATES 2014/15 

 
In presenting the above report, the Accountancy Manager drew the Committee’s 
attention to the Supplementary Paper circulated separately, which corrected aspects 
of the General Fund budget, updating Table 3 and Appendix E as set out. 
 
Members discussed the current informal process for determining items of growth 
and investment.  Some Members expressed the view that the Committee needed an 
opportunity to feed into the budget process at an earlier opportunity.  It was 
suggested that this be raised at item 9 with regard to the Committees future work 
plan. 
 
The Committee also discussed the merits of appointing a Business Development 
Manager to help identify evaluate and deliver projects that will reduce costs or 
generate income.  
 
RESOLVED To approve the estimates set out in Appendix B of the 

report. 
RECOMMENDED 
TO COUNCIL 

a) The estimates set out in Appendix E (as amended) be 
approved; 

b) Growth and investment, as set out in Appendix F is 
included in the Council’s budget plans for 2014/15; 

c) Charges for Environmental Health services, as set 
out in Appendix D of the Environment Committee 
Estimates report from 5 December 2013 be approved. 

 
SRC.068 CAPITAL PROGRAMME AND PROPOSED SCHEMES 
 
The Principal Accountant presented the above report which sought approval to 
revise the current year’s capital programme and to fund the programme with the 
capital resources set out in Appendix B. 
 
During discussion on the Walled Garden project the Chief Executive clarified the 
breakdown of the £400,000 funding already committed.  The majority of the funding 
was being met through external funding applications and £67,000 being committed 
by the Council. 
 
RECOMMENDED 
TO COUNCIL 

1) That the revised current year’s programme in 
Appendix A to this report is approved; 

2) That the programme is funded by the capital 
resources shown in Appendix B. 

 
SRC.069 THE GENERAL FUND REVENUE BUDGET 2014/15 AND 

MEDIUM TERM FINANCIAL PLAN 2013/14-2017/18 
 
The Strategic Head of Finance and Business Services presented the report, 
circulated under separate cover, which sought Committee’s consideration of the 
Council’s financial position over the medium term and to set a budget requirement 
and the level of Council Tax for 2014/15. 
 
The Committee discussed in depth the payment of funds to Parish and Town 
Councils and the implications of this.   
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An amendment to the decision was moved and seconded to add the following: 
 
d) That the LCTS funds of £67,007 set aside in 2013/14 is paid directly to those 

parish and town councils who did not receive the funds in the current year in 
proportion to the amount of Council Tax support given in each parish or town 
area. 

e) That £206,233 is the amount of LCTS funding paid to all parish and town 
councils in 2014/15 in proportion to the amount of Council Tax support given 
in each parish or town area. 

 
Upon being put to the vote the amendment was CARRIED. 
 
In discussing the substantive Motion there was some concern at the cost of funding 
the fitness extension to Dursley Swimming Pool and the extent of the consultation.  
In financial terms the extension would generate income and be self-financing.   
There had been wide consultation and support for the proposal which was in line 
with the Council’s Corporate Delivery Plan.  
 
RECOMMENDED 
TO COUNCIL 

Subject to the Government’s final settlement 
announcements: 

 
a) To approve the budget proposals set out in Appendix 

A including a proposed Council Tax Band D rate of 
£186.93 (0% increase) for the services provided by 
Stroud District Council. 

b) To approve the changes to the reserves as set out in 
paragraphs 47 to 52 of the report and Appendix C. 

c) To approve the Medium Term Financial Plan as set 
out in Appendix B subject to any decisions made at 
(a) and (b) above. 

d) That the LCTS funds of £67,007 set aside in 2013/14 
is paid directly to those parish and town councils 
who did not receive the funds in the current year in 
proportion to the amount of Council Tax support 
given in each parish or town area. 

e) That £206,233 is the amount of LCTS funding paid to 
all parish and town councils in 2014/15 in proportion 
to the amount of Council Tax support given in each 
parish or town area. 

 
SRC.070 WORK PROGRAMME 
 
The Leader of the Council updated on the Committee’s work programme as follows: 
 

 An item allowing an earlier opportunity for the Committee to feed into the 
budget proposals (September 2014).  

 Working Together in the Stroud District (report to a future meeting). 

 Oral report from the Council’s representative on the Gloucestershire Health, 
Community and Care Scrutiny Committee (report to March’s meeting). 

 Oral report from the Council’s representative on the Gloucestershire Police 
and Crime Panel – deleted. 
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 Using Balances of Local Council Tax Supporting Funding 2013/14 – deleted. 

 European Procurement Directive – deleted. 
 
RESOLVED To approve the changes to the Committee’s Work 

Programme. 
 
SRC.071 MEMBERS’ QUESTIONS 
 
None received. 
 
The meeting closed at 9.50 pm. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Chair 


