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Membership: 
Councillor Geoff Wheeler (Chair) P Councillor Paul Hemming P 
Councillor Doina Cornell (Vice-Chair) P Councillor Keith Pearson P 
Councillor Dorcas Binns A Councillor Simon Pickering P 
Councillor Paul Carter P Councillor Mattie Ross P 
Councillor Molly Cato P Councillor Tom Williams P 
Councillor Nigel Cooper P Councillor Rhiannon Wigzell P 
Councillor June Cordwell P   
 

P = Present A = Absent 
 
Other Councillors Present: 
Councillor Chris Brine 
Councillor John Marjoram 
 

Councillor Miranda Clifton 
Councillor Paul Smith 

Officers Present: 
Chief Executive HR Manager 
Strategic Head (Finance and Business Head of Asset Management (Joint) 
  Services) Property Manager 
Strategic Head (Corporate Services) Principal Estates Surveyor 
Legal Services Manager and Monitoring  Accountancy Manager 
  Officer Solicitor 
Head of Housing Contracts  Democratic Services/Elections Apprentice 
 
SRC.072 APOLOGIES 
 
An apology for absence was received from Councillor Dorcas Binns. 
 
SRC.073 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
 
There were none. 
 

SRC.074 MINUTES 
 

RESOLVED To approve as a correct record, the Minutes of the 
meeting held on 9 January 2014. 
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SRC.075 PUBLIC QUESTION TIME 
 
The following questions received from Jane Vernon and Derry Garth, were 
presented and answered by Councillor Geoff Wheeler, Chair of Strategy and 
Resources Committee. 
 
Question 1. 
“What assessment has been made of the economic value of Stroud Farmers’ 
Market to local economy and community?” 
 
Answer 
No formal/academic assessment has been done, but the Council recognises the 
significance and economic impact of the market on Stroud and the district. 
 
Question 2. 
“What figure has been arrived at for the economic value of Stroud Farmers’ Market 
to the local economy and community?” 
 
Answer 
See previous answer. 
 
Question 3.  
“In examining the question of value for money, will the consultation make a full 
assessment of the value of Stroud Farmers’ Market, i.e. it’s economic and other 
worth to the whole of Stroud District?” 
 
Answer 
Whilst the consultation will provide feedback in subjective terms regarding the 
“worth” to the District, more attention will be given to making sure that the terms of 
any new licence to run the market ensure it continues to deliver benefits to the Town 
and the District. 
 
The following question received from Sue Day, was presented and answered by 
Councillor Geoff Wheeler, Chair of Strategy and Resources Committee. 
 
Question 
“As a loyal and committed customer of Stroud Farmers Market what improvement to 
the market are the council expecting to achieve?” 
 
Answer 
We are looking to build on the excellence that the market already delivers, and we 
will be seeking views, in the consultation, on how the market can be improved, and 
we will incorporate those views in the terms of any new licence to run the market, so 
as to ensure it continues to deliver benefits to the Town and the District. 
 
Supplementary question 
“How will the Council ensure that the market isn’t damaged, its very successful and 
has won awards?” 
 
Answer 
“We want to continue that, and build resilience into the procedure so there is a long 
term benefit both to the market and to the town.” 
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The following questions received from Helen Brent-Smith, David Kaspar and 
Jim Aplin, were presented and answered by Councillor Geoff Wheeler, Chair of 
Strategy and Resources Committee. 
 
Question 1. 
“Does SDC have a legal obligation to test the value of the licence to run a farmer’s 
market by a tendering process?” 
 
Answer 
The question relates to two issues.  Tendering (of which there are various forms) is 
a means by which ‘best value’ may help to be established.  That duty to secure best 
value applies to all council functions (e.g. managing land).  It should not be 
confused with the rules which require tendering, and these apply when the value of 
a contract (which could include an agreement with a third party to manage the 
market) exceeds a specific amount. 
 
Supplementary question 
“Could Stroud District Council assess the value of the licence by comparison to 
other farmers markets in the area, for example there is one in Cheltenham?” 
 
Answer 
Yes a comparison process could be carried out and that is one way of assessing 
best value.  
 
Question 2. 
“Given that many of the Traders who attend SFM also trade at a number of other 
local FARMA certified markets and have considerable experience in what makes a 
successful market, would there be value in their involvement in ensuring the 
consultation asks the appropriate questions and all important areas are covered to 
assist officers in conducting the consultation?” 
 
Answer 
We have been very clear that the views of the Traders are very important, and 
Officers will ensure that they are given the opportunity to see a draft of the questions 
we propose to use in the consultation, and their views will be taken into account. 
 
Question 3. 
“Given the high level of concern about the market among customers how are the 
public going to be involved in the consultation process?” 
 
Answer 
We are currently working out the details of our consultation process, but the public’s 
views will certainly be sought. 
 
Supplementary question 
“Would the Stroud District Council officers and representatives come to the market 
to talk to the customers? There would be a line of customers wanting to talk to you.” 
 
Answer 
Thank you for the suggestion. 
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The following question received from Kardien Gerbrands was presented and 
answered by Councillor Geoff Wheeler, Chair of Strategy and Resources 
Committee. 
 
Question 
“Reference Appendix A; Cornhill Market Expenditure 
 
Is the increase of £7,500 for support charges incurred in 2013, as compared to 
2012, represent the cost to the council tax payer of the Tendering process and 
publishing of the ITT last year?” 
 
Answer 
The first point to mention is that the figures for 2013/14 are estimates to the end of 
the Financial Year.  Some 72% of the estimate of £12,300 relates to “routine costs”, 
including accountancy, admin, maintenance and facilities costs.  Charges for 
Facilities element have increased from previous years, and the property 
management element has also increased due to increased work based on the 
expiry of the contract to run the market.  All estimates will be re-examined at the 
year end. 
 
Supplementary question 
“Considering the shocking job that was done on the tender document and the way it 
was presented, is anyone going to be disciplined?” 
 
Answer 
That is a matter of opinion and we shall take that view on board.  
 
The following questions received from David Kelly, were presented and answered 
by Councillor Geoff Wheeler, Chair of Strategy and Resources Committee. 
 
Question 1 
“What consideration has been taken of stakeholders like us who are local 
businesses who rely on the Stroud Farmer’s Market?” 
 
Answer 
We will, as part of the consultation process, seek views from local businesses, so 
that we get a true picture of the importance of the market locally and more widely. 
 
Question 2 
“What was the process used to consider stakeholders like us whose business 
processes and products count on a weekly market in Stroud?” 
 
Answer 
We are not planning to change the frequency of the market from weekly and, as I 
said in the previous answer, we will be seeking views from local businesses. 
 
SRC.076 PROPERTY ASSET MANAGEMENT PLAN – ACTION PLAN 

UPDATE 
 
The Property Manager presented the above report explaining Officers are 
developing a performance model against which to measure the performance of 
properties and a timetable is being drawn up for reviews of General Fund property 
which could be shared with Members if they wished.  
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Members expressed a desire to see a more detailed breakdown of all of the 
Council’s property assets.  The Officer confirmed that the Council’s General Fund 
property list was available on the Council’s website under Open Data, but more 
information would be provided to Members.  
 
RESOLVED That the Action Plan for the Property Asset Management 

Plan is approved and noted the progress made and next 
steps. 

 
SRC.077 CORNHILL MARKET, STROUD 
 
The Head of Asset Management presented the above report. 
 
A proposal was moved by Councillor Keith Pearson and seconded by Councillor 
Nigel Cooper to amend the recommendation to extend the licence for a period of 9 
months.  
 
In debating the amendment Members’ expressed a desire not to disrupt the trade 
over the Christmas period, but others raised concerns that this would simply result 
in dragging out the uncertainty and that it was important to move the matter forward.  
 
Upon being put to a vote the amendment was LOST.  
 
In discussing the substantive motion, Members stressed the importance of 
consulting neighbouring parishes not just Stroud Town Council; criteria based on 
value as well as income; and the opportunity for a market operator to help other 
markets across the District.  
 
The Chair proposed that a Working Group be formed comprising of a Member from 
each political group to work with Officers.  Nominations were to be sent to the Chair.  
 
Upon being put to a vote the proposal was CARRIED. 
 
RESOLVED 1. To extend the licence to the current market operator 

to operate a farmers’ market at Cornhill, Stroud for 7 
months, all other terms to remain the same. 

2. To consult with stakeholders on the options for 
operating the market and the criteria for evaluating 
such options. 

3. That a report be brought back to this Committee in 
June 2014 to consider such options.  

4. A Working Group be formed comprising of a Member 
from each political group to work with officers to look 
at Cornhill Market, Stroud. 

 
SRC.078 LAND AT CHAPEL STREET, CAM 
 
The Principal Estates Surveyor presented the above report. 
 
Members were informed by Cllr Clifton (a Ward Councillor and Chair of Cam Parish 
Council) that the parish council supported the use of the site for affordable/social 
housing.  
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Upon being put to a vote the proposal was CARRIED. 
 
RESOLVED That the site at Chapel Street Cam shown on the plan at 

Appendix A to this report be appropriated from the 
General Fund to the Housing Revenue Account at market 
value to add it to the new build programme for social 
housing. 

 
SRC.079 SENIOR PAY POLICY STATEMENT 2014/15 
 
The HR Manager presented the above report.  A typing error in the report was 
highlighted and confirmation given that an Apprentice salary was £9,677 as at 
1 February 2014.   The Committee endorsed the Council’s continued adoption of a 
living wage policy. 
 
RECOMMENDED 
TO COUNCIL 

That the Statement is approved. 

 
SRC.080 BUDGET MONITORING REPORT 2013/14 – QUARTER 3 
 
In presenting the above report, the Accountancy Manager responded to the 
Committee’s questions.  A typing error was corrected on page 10 of the report to 
confirm the approved investment in the Merrywalks multi storey car park of 
£150,000.  On the recommendation of the Community Services Committee it was 
proposed that there be an additional carry forward of £2,700 to that set out in the 
report for the ‘On Balance’ scheme.  
 
RESOLVED a. To note the outturn forecast for the General Fund 

Revenue budget and the Capital programme for 
2013/14; 

 b. To approve the provisional carry forwards and capital 
slippage as set out in Table 3 (page 5) with the 
additional carry forward of £2,700 for the ‘On Balance’ 
scheme, as recommended by Community Services 
Committee. 

 
SRC.081 PERFORMANCE MONITORING 
 
Councillor Wigzell updated the Committee on a meeting which had considered 
performance and service delivery in respect of asset management, finance and 
business services and corporate services.  She highlighted various service delivery 
issues in information services. 
 
SRC.082 WORK PROGRAMME 
 
The Leader of the Council referred to the Committee’s remaining work programme 
for 2013/14.  The following additional items were identified: 
 

 Business Plan for the Dursley Pool extension (to be circulated to all members 
of the committee).  

 Changes to EU Procurement rules (circulated for information or future report 
as appropriate). 
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 Asset Management Plan (subject to clarification of the matters which 
members of the committee want to be included in the report).  

 Update on Brimscombe Port development (committee report). 

 Progress of development at Littlecombe (committee report). 

 LEP Joint Committee Terms of Reference (committee report).  

 Cornhill Market (committee report in June 2014). 

 Update on Gloucestershire Health, Community and Care Scrutiny Committee 
(request to the Council’s representative that a report be submitted for 
consideration by the committee at its next meeting).  

 
RESOLVED To approve the above changes to the Committee’s Work 

Programme. 
 
SRC.083 MEMBERS’ QUESTIONS 
 
None received. 
 
The meeting closed at 9.15 pm. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Chair 


