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STRATEGY AND RESOURCES COMMITTEE 
 

7 April 2016 
 

7.00 pm – 8.55 pm 
Council Chamber, Ebley Mill, Stroud 

 
Minutes 

3 
 
Membership: 
Councillor Geoff Wheeler (Chair) P Councillor Haydn Jones A 
Councillor Steve Lydon (Vice-Chair) P  Councillor Keith Pearson P 
Councillor Chris Brine P Councillor Simon Pickering P 
Councillor Nigel Cooper P Councillor Mattie Ross P 
Councillor Paul Hemming P Councillor Martin Whiteside P 
Councillor Nick Hurst P  Councillor Rhiannon Wigzell A 
Councillor Julie Job P   
 
P = Present A = Absent 
 
Other Councillor Present: 
Councillor Nigel Studdert-Kennedy 
 
Officers Present: 
Chief Executive Accountancy Manager 
Strategic Head (Finance & Business Principal  Estates Surveyor 
  Services) Head of Asset Management (Joint) 
Strategic Head (Customer Services) Public Space Manager 
Strategic Head (Tenant & Corporate Democratic Services Officer 
 Services) 
 
SRC.068 APOLOGIES 
 
Apologies for absence were received from Councillors Haydn Jones and Rhiannon 
Wigzell. 
 
SRC.069 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
 
None received. 
 
SRC.070 MINUTES 
 
RESOLVED That the Minutes of the meeting held on 3 March 2016 

were approved and signed as a correct record. 
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SRC.071 PUBLIC QUESTION TIME 
 
None received. 
 
SRC.072 MEMBER REPORTS 
 
a. Performance Monitoring – An update from Councillors Keith Pearson and 

Rhiannon Wigzell had been circulated prior to the meeting. 
b. Housing and Development Panel – An update had been circulated.  The next 

meeting was due to be held in May. 
c. Planning Review Panel – Councillor Steve Lydon had nothing to add to his 

report that had been circulated. 
d. Member Development Group Update Report – Members agreed that the 

Group should continue its valuable work as a Task a Finish Group, submitting 
an annual report to Committee outlining the work that they had undertaken.  It 
was agreed for continuity each member of the group nominate a substitute. 

e. Members’ Visits to Businesses – Councillor Rhiannon Wigzell had submitted a 
report following her visit to T.R. King, Woodchester.  Councillor Mattie Ross 
confirmed that the Cotswold and Stroud VCA had gone into liquidation and 
thanked the volunteers and Council for their support in the past. 

f. European Structural and Investment Funds (ESIF) – Councillor Steve Lydon 
confirmed that the ESIF worked in conjunction with the LEP.  If the referendum 
vote is to exit the European Union there will be a transitional period with 
complex funding and we are looking at how and who can bid for this funding.  
A copy of the names of the persons who represented the different 
organisations would be emailed to Members.  The level of activity would be 
published on the Council’s website showing other funding bids within the 
District. 

 
SRC.073 REVISED PROCUREMENT AND CONTRACT 

MANAGEMENT STRATEGY 
 
The Accountancy Manager outlined the above report highlighting changes in the 
strategy.  Approval of the revised procurement and contract management strategy 
was sought.  A report will be presented to committee on an annual basis and added 
to the Work Programme. 
 
RECOMMENDED 
TO COUNCIL 

To approve the revised Procurement and Contract 
Management Strategy. 

 
SRC.074 BUSINESS UNITS, LITTLECOMBE, DURSLEY 
 
The Principal Estates Surveyor outlined the above report which sought approval for 
funding to bring forward the construction of 15 new business units on 1 acre of a 3 
acre site in a way which would be cost effective.  All of the existing business units 
on the site were occupied and there was a need for additional units for either rent or 
sale on the open market.  Negotiations have taken place with St Modwen and 
progressed as far as possible.  St Modwen were reluctant to develop the business 
units speculatively but would go ahead if a group of occupiers came forward.  
Agents’ advice is that there is a demand for business units in the area.  It could take 
approximately 12 months before it was known whether any funding from the LEP 
bid was available.  If new units were built, they would meet current building 
regulations.  The anticipated financial return of income against cost was uncertain 
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because of the lack of information at this stage but indications were that it would be 
in the range 6%-8%.  The design including height of the buildings, height of doors 
etc and flexibility of being able to move partition walls was also a consideration and 
had not been fixed yet.  Information on the scheme would be provided to Members 
via the Housing Development Panel. 
 
RECOMMENDED 
TO COUNCIL 

1. To delegate to the Head of Asset Management, in 
consultation with the Chief Executive, Strategic Head 
(Finance and Business Services) and Chair of Strategy 
and Resources, the authority to procure the 
construction and acquisition of the freehold of new 
business units at Littlecombe, Dursley on the best 
terms available. 

2. To delegate to the Strategic Head (Finance and 
Business Services) 

a. authority to amend the Capital Programme and the 
Capital Financing Requirement for 2016/17 as set out 
in the Treasury Management Strategy; and 

b. authority to finance the proposed scheme as 
appropriate and depending on market conditions. 

 
SRC.075 WASTE RECYCLATE TENDERS 
 
The Strategic Head (Customer Services) outlined the above report which sought 
authority to increase the budget to enable a contract award to be made for the 
Waste Recyclate Contract commencing in July 2016.  Soft market testing had been 
carried out last year but the market value of waste material had now decreased.  
Members noted that all local authorities were in the same position.  The contract 
would be reviewed annually and proof that the waste materials had gone to the 
appropriate market was required in the contract. 
 
RECOMMENDED 
TO COUNCIL 

To approve the revised budget for waste recyclate to 
enable a contract to be awarded for the two year Waste 
Recyclate Contract, as detailed in the above report. 

 
SRC.076 RECOMMENDATIONS FROM OTHER COMMITTEES 
 
a. Sheltered Housing Update 
 
The Head of Asset Management (Joint) outlined the above report which sought 
delegated authority for Officers to acquire land, including dwellings at Ringfield 
Close, Nailsworth.  It was confirmed that these occupants had exercised their Right 
to Buy some years before the Sheltered Housing Review took place and had been 
reported to Housing Committee in October 2015. 
 
During debate it was confirmed that it would take approximately 2½ years to decant 
the scheme and these properties were of Reema construction and were urgently in 
need of repair. 
 
RESOLVED That delegated authority be given to the Head of Asset 

Management to acquire land (including dwellings) at 
Ringfield Close, Nailsworth and that the cost of the 
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acquisitions is funded from both the Sheltered Housing 
Review Reserve and from savings within the HRA budget 
identified in 2015/16 outturn (subject to the Strategic Head 
(Finance & Business Services) confirmation that sufficient 
funds are available). 

 
b. Bid for European Structural and Investment Funds (ESIF) to Extend the 
 Rural SuDS Project Countywide 
 
Councillor Simon Pickering, Chair of Environment Committee outlined the above 
report which was a brief summary of the Rural SuDS Project and sought approval if 
the outline bid was successful to submit a full application for ESIF and requested 
that the sum of £50,000 of match funding is set aside to support this bid.  The 
project would run for a period of 3 years. 
 
RESOLVED £50,000 of matched funding be set aside to support the 

wider bid to ESIF. 
 
SRC.077 MEMBERS’ QUESTIONS 
 
None received.  
 
The meeting closed at 8.55 pm. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Chair 


