
Response to documents submitted as part of the NDP Public Examination. 

 

Draft Stroud District Council Local Development Scheme ( LDS) 

Paragraph 3.7. Stroud District Council has also adopted as Supplementary Planning Advice an 

Environmental Character Assessment for Kingswood in December 2014 along with a Village Design 

Statement and a Conservation Area Statement. 

Joint Core Strategy Devolution bid 

No Comment 

GCC Education Comment 

KPC has identified concerns with the capacity of Kingswood Primary School since the Taylor Wimpey 

developments at Tyndale View and Chestnut Park. The statistics issued by the educational authority 

for Tyndale View underestimated the impact on the school as stated in the Head Teacher’s letter 

dated 4th May 2016. The full effects of the Taylor Wimpey Chestnut Park development have not yet 

been fully realised. Outline permission for up to 51 houses at the proposed Crest Nicholson Chestnut 

Park development has now been given.  As shown by the figures given in the Head Teacher’s letter, 

this will take the school beyond its total capacity. However consideration needs to be given that 

capacity is different for each year group. The vacant capacity by year group may not match with the 

year groups of those applying. Many children living in Kingswood have already been refused a place 

on this basis, as we were informed in our NDP consultations. 

The school building, which is a building of historic interest being an early 20th century structure, and 

the playground are highly constrained and cannot be extended.  Gloucestershire CC Education 

Authority has identified on the details for the Gladman Charfield Road appeal that the Blue Coat 

School in Wotton-under-Edge would then be identified for any education contribution. The same 

applies to the proposed Persimmon development at Cloverlea Barn. This does not equate to the 

policy of self-containment laid out for Tier 3 settlements such as Kingswood in the Stroud District 

Local Plan (Policy CP3). The NPPF para  38 indicates that school places should be within walking 

distance of the primary school. The nearest school is Blue Coat in Wotton-Under-Edge which is over 

1 mile from the centre of Kingswood. This walk would not be reasonable for reception and primary 

children to undertake by foot as it is uphill (involving an ascent of 65 metres) and in parts there are 

inadequate pavements by reason of restricted width and in other places pedestrians are forced to 

cross the road as there are no pavements on both sides.  

KPC is disappointingly aware that developments of 27 and up to 59 dwellings, approved in the recent 

past, have only exacerbated school capacity issues. If solutions for school capacity were to come 

from development, this would require levels of development beyond that currently endorsed by the 

local community, or indeed envisaged by the Local Plan for this area. Neighbourhood plans are not 

obliged to deal with all types of issues; KPC considers that school capacity issues would be more 

effectively dealt with at a strategic level, as part of a Local Plan review.  

 



The evidence and consultations on the NDP indicate unsurprisingly that people in Kingswood wish 

their children to attend a school within the village.  We fear the excessive flexibility sought by 

developers to policy SL1 will undermine the chances of the NDP being successful at a referendum 

and will continue to perpetuate a piecemeal approach that has failed to deliver results, adding ever 

more pressure to the village’s education capacity.  Furthermore, education contributions from large 

scale developments, currently pending consideration in kingswood, are to be made to a school 

outside of the NDP area. Pupils going to Blue Coat would cause more vehicles journeys, for the 

reasons set out above with respect to inadequate access by pedestrians, particularly children. 

Further development at the level proposed by Gladman and Persimmon  would have an impact on 

the sustainability of Kingswood and its self- containment as outlined in Local Plan Policy CP3. Bus 

Services 

It is clear from the table that there are limited public transport choices. It is now impossible to get to 

Gloucester by bus and there is only one bus a day to Bristol. Evidence in the NDP indicates that 

members of the community travel long distances to work. Public transport is not a realistic choice 

for those wishing to travel to Bristol, Gloucester, Bath, Cheltenham or Stroud. The bus service would 

also not be a choice for children to use to get to Blue Coat School. KPC also state that the two 

proposed developments would not produce funding to improve the public transport service. We 

note that no contributions to public transport are expected from current development applications.  

A contribution was made by Taylor Wimpey for public transport in 2008 but no improvement to the 

bus services in Kingswood has materialised. On the contrary the15% growth in the number of 

dwellings in the village since 2006 has been accompanied by a steady decline in the number and 

frequency of bus services, most recently with the withdrawal of the 201 service to Gloucester.  

The NDP Group recognises the limited   role the NDP can play in terms of  public transport provision 

for Kingswood. We consider this to be a  strategic matter that Stroud District Council and 

Gloucestershire County Council are better placed to resolve. 

 


