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Several drivers have told us that they have had problems getting a medical 
through their own GP. We have therefore changed our policy on medicals.  

You can still use your own GP if you prefer, but you now also can have your 
medical at another practice, provided that you get a copy of a medical 
summary from your own GP first that you can take with you.   

You can use any medical practice that provides group 2 level driver medicals, 
for example a specialist driver medical practice. Your own GP should be able to provide you 
with a printout of your medical summary on request. The summary will include all current 
medications, treatments and conditions. The summary should not be more than two months old 
when you have your medical examination, and the medical practitioner doing your medical will 
need to tick on the medical form that he/she has had sight of it.   

If your medical is still outstanding because you are experiencing delays with your own GP 
please consider this new option and get your medical done. Let us know if you need a medical 
form. 

Tax Checks On Renewal 
From April 2022 all licence holders will need to complete an online tax check 
when applying to renew Taxi and Private Hire Driver licences and Private Hire 
Operator licences in England and Wales. This is supported by a new digital 
service developed by HMRC. The tax check confirms that you’re registered for tax. 
It will ask questions about how you pay any tax that may be due on income you 
earn from your licensed trade. 

This is the link for you to complete a tax check https://www.gov.uk/guidance/complete-a-tax-
check-for-a-taxi-private-hire-or-scrap-metal-licence. You will need to do this the next time you 
renew your driver or operator licence. 

The first time you use the on-line system it will ask you to sign in using a Government Gateway 
ID. If you do not already have a Government Gateway ID you can use a link on the webpage that 
says ‘Create Sign In Details’ to create a new one.  

After you complete the online tax check you will be given a 9-character code. This is your tax 
check code; you must give this code to the licensing team as part of your licence renewal. If a tax 
check is not completed, the licensing authority will be unable to consider your application to 
renew your licence and your licence will expire.  

We have updated our driver and operator renewal forms with an extra box for you to enter the tax 
code. The link to the on-line system is on the renewal form and on our website. If you are 
renewing a driver licence and operator licence at the same time you will need separate codes for 
each. Please note, the licensing team will only receive confirmation from HMRC that you’ve 
completed the tax check, we will not have access to information about your tax affairs. 

For more information about the checks please visit https://www.gov.uk/guidance/complete-a-tax-
check-for-a-taxi-private-hire-or-scrap-metal-licence .  

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/complete-a-tax-check-for-a-taxi-private-hire-or-scrap-metal-licence
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/complete-a-tax-check-for-a-taxi-private-hire-or-scrap-metal-licence
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/complete-a-tax-check-for-a-taxi-private-hire-or-scrap-metal-licence
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/complete-a-tax-check-for-a-taxi-private-hire-or-scrap-metal-licence


Taxi Fares 
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Review of Vehicle Policy Age V Emissions 

We are all feeling the pinch of increased prices at the fuel pumps 
and the rising cost of living. Some of the taxi trade have recently 

submitted a proposal for a taxi fare increase.  

The Council’s Community Services and Licensing Committee make 
the decisions on fares. They have set up a task and finish group of 
three Councillors, supported by Licensing Officers, to look at the 
trade proposal. They will report back to the Committee Meeting on 
23rd June 2022 with a recommendation.  

The task and finish group have invited some trade representatives 
to meet with them next week so they can understand the trade 
proposals and the impact of increased costs on the trade. After that meeting Rachel will 
circulate whatever they decide to you all for comments before the task and finish group 
conclude on their final recommendation.  

If the Committee approve a fare increase at their meeting in June, we must then, by law, put 
out a public notice for 14 days before the new fares can come into force.  

Stroud District Council has set a target to be carbon neutral by 2030. As 
part of this plan the Council has asked the Licensing Team to review 
Stroud District Council’s taxi and private hire vehicle policy and to consid-
er whether we should move from an age policy to an emissions policy. 
There is an ultimate long term aim of increasing the numbers of electric 
vehicles and ultra low emission licensed vehicles. 

The Council’s Community Services and Licensing Committee have asked 
the task and finish group to look at this and to liaise with the trade. The 
task and finish group have decided that they will focus on taxi fares first and then work on this 
after. We will let you know as things develop and there will be full consultation with you on any 
proposals and opportunity for you to have your say. 

Licence Application Fees Frozen For Another Year 

We know that things have been difficult over the past two years and the Council has decided 
to not increase the fees that you pay for your renewals and other applications for the period 
1st April 2022 and 31st March 2023.   

We have now frozen the application fees for two years to help in a small way with the 
financial hardships you all faced over the two years of the covid pandemic. 



Page 3  T AXI A ND PRIV AT E HI RE  NEWS LET TE R A PRI L 20 22  

Do you take credit and debit card payments? 

Contact Us: 

 

Stroud Food and Drink Festival 20th to 22 May 2022 

There is going to be a Food and Drink Festival in Stroud between 20th and 22 May 2022. There 
will be stalls, food demos and events around the town including Lansdown, Bank Gardens, 
Fawkes Place, the Sub Rooms and Cornhill Market as well as the Farmers Market on both the 
Saturday and Sunday.   

There will be road closures from the Friday through to the Sunday in Gloucester Street, 
Lansdown and Fawkes Place. And London Road will be closed during the day on both the 
Saturday and Sunday for Farmers Markets, so on these days there will be no through traffic in 
the town. 

Email           licensing@stroud.gov.uk 

Telephone   01453 754440 

Web            www.stroud.gov.uk/taxis 

Don’t forget that you cannot charge an extra fee if customers pay for their journey using a debit 

card or personal credit card. You are breaking the law if you do 

Filming in Stroud 2nd to 4th May 2022 

Just to let you know that there is some filming planned in Stroud between 2nd and 4th May 

around Station Approach area so there is likely to be stop/go traffic controls in this area and in 

Rowcroft 

Reminder about DVLA points …... 
 
A reminder that you must notify the Licensing Section within 7 days if you get any 
points on your DVLA driving licence. Please ensure that you notify the team as soon 
as possible, you can do this by email at licensing@stroud.gov.uk or by phone on 
01453 754440. 

Reminder about renewing on time….. 
 
And a reminder that you must get your licence renewals to us at least 7 days before 
they are due to expire.  If you do not renew on time you risk having to stop working 
and you may have  to  make a new application to restart 

mailto:licensing@stroud.gov.uk
https://www.stroud.gov.uk/taxis

