
How to respond to the Draft Canals Strategy consultation 
 
Please review the contents of the Canals Vision and Strategy wallchart 
(Document A) and the Placemaking Frameworks (Document B). 
 
What would we particularly like your views on? 
 
Whilst you are welcome to comment on any aspects of the material, we would 
particularly like your views on the following matters:  
 
Drivers for Change 
 
The Canals Strategy identifies 3 overarching ‘Drivers of Change’ by which the 
canal network can maximise its social, economic and environmental benefits.  
  

 Continuity – By providing a continuous accessible route the canal can 
connect communities and create essential links between businesses, 
services and functions and continuous green infrastructure as a spine 
through the District  

 Clustering - People, activities and places can unite around the canal as 
a thoroughfare, an attraction, a centre of activity and unique recreational 
space. In this way the canal can catalyse focussed activity as a new 
junction of trade and a centre for sociability and community  

 Crossings - By creating a variety of local crossings and connecting 
activity on the banks of the canal, more strategic connections can be 
formed at a district level which see people not only accessing the canal 
corridor but accessing a variety of districtwide opportunities and in doing 
so being enabled to cross socio-economic boundaries as well as 
physical ones 

 
Questions 1: 
Are these the right Drivers for Change? Have we missed anything you 
would like to add?  
 
Canal Strategy Areas 
 
In order to establish how these drivers can benefit each part of the canal 
network, the strategy breaks down the canal corridor into 14 Canal Strategy 
Areas based on a layering of physical characteristics, function and policy.  
 
Each strategy area has been profiled against the drivers to identify the future 
role of each strategy area in helping to contribute to achieve the optimum 
benefits. For example, the areas identified at Stonehouse and Stroud have an 
important role to play in terms of the clustering of activities around the canal 
and crossings to town and village centres, whilst some of the more rural areas 
of the network have a stronger role in terms of continuity, providing links 
between places and providing corridors for wildlife.  
 



Each strategy area has also been profiled against sources of carbon 
generation (using actual parish data) to identify the most important sources to 
be reduced through future actions. 

Questions 2: 

Do you agree with the number and boundaries of the 14 canal strategy 
areas? Do the areas and their profiles reflect your understanding of the 
different character and functions of places?  

Placemaking Frameworks 

Each canal strategy area has a placemaking framework diagram identified. 
This summarises the key role and character of the area as identified by the 
profiling and identifies ways in which the area could be improved to fulfil its 
role within the canal network. 

The framework also suggests types of interventions likely to be required in 
each area – taken from the following groups: Movement; Urban Form; Uses & 
Activity, Infrastructure & Utilities, Green infrastructure & biodiversity, Events 
and programmes 

Questions 3: 
 
Do you agree with the key ways identified on the diagram and in the text 
in which each canal strategy area could be improved? Do you agree with 
the carbon reduction opportunities identified?  
 
Ingredients of the Future Place 
 
The strategy includes a catalogue of more specific ingredients to help deliver 
the positive change required. These are set out within the following groups: 
Movement; Urban Form; Uses & Activity, Infrastructure & Utilities, Green 
infrastructure & biodiversity, Events and programmes. 

For each strategy area, a series of ingredients are identified, and colour 
coded, for delivery within 5-year time periods. These are intended to support 
the delivery of each of the place making frameworks. 

Questions 4: 

Do you agree with the ingredients in general terms? Are there other 
ingredients you would like to identify? 

Do you agree with the ingredients identified for each canal strategy 
areas? Do you agree with the timeframes for delivery? Should some be 
brought forward and others pushed back? 

 



Supplementary Planning Document 

We would like to use the strategy to help shape future development along the 
District’s canals which requires planning permission. In order to do so, the 
strategy will need to be adopted as a supplementary planning document.  

Supplementary planning documents help to explain how planning policies set 
out in adopted local plans will be delivered. 

In this case, the District Council would like to use the canal strategy as design 
guidance to supplement Policy ES11 of the District Local Plan (adopted 2015).  

Delivery Policy ES11  
Maintaining, restoring and regenerating the District’s Canals 
 
The Council will encourage the restoration of and other necessary functional 
improvements to the District’s canals. It will seek to improve access to and along 
the canals to encourage use for transport and for leisure / recreational purposes. 
 
Development on the route of, or adjacent to, the Stroudwater Navigation, the 
Thames and Severn Canal or the Gloucester & Sharpness Canal must not 
prevent the improvement, reconstruction, restoration or continued use of the 
canals or towpaths. 
 
All developments adjacent to the canals must respect their character, setting, 
biodiversity and historic value as well as have regard to improving and 
enhancing views along and from the canals. Environmental improvements to any 
canal's appearance will include enhancement of its historic and biodiversity 
value. 
 
In assessing any proposals for development along or in the vicinity of any of the 
Districts three canals, the Council will have regard to any relevant adopted 
design guidance. 
 
Reasonably related financial contributions may be sought via Community 
Infrastructure Levy or, where appropriate, via legal agreements for contributions 
towards the improvement or restoration of the related canal and towpaths. 

The Council is currently producing a new Local Plan, which has been submitted for 
examination. The emerging policy ES11 is substantially the same as the adopted 
Local Plan policy. When the new Local Plan is adopted, the Council would like to use 
the canal strategy to supplement the revised Policy ES11.  

Questions 5: 

Do you agree that the canals strategy should be used as design guidance 
to support the delivery of adopted Local Plan Delivery Policy ES11? 
Would any changes to the canal strategy help to improve the delivery of 
Local Plan canal policy? 


