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Members of the Public’s Questions to Environment Committee 
 
 

Question from Mr Andy Davis 

PS37 (Wisloe) is proposed as a self-contained garden village site in the draft Local Plan. 
  
Maintaining separate settlement identity is a planning policy requirement and more 
importantly, has been raised as a fundamental concern by local people and professionals 
through the consultation process.  
 
Vague comments about green design and infrastructure are all that have been offered in 
response. 
 
It is absolutely clear there will be coalescence with Slimbridge, Cambridge, Gossington & 
Cam. This professional view is supported by SDC’s own Landscape Visual Impact 
Assessment. 
 
In addition, the Promoters have not provided any evidence with respect to how infrastructure 
will be funded and provided to deliver a sustainable self-contained garden village with 
accessible sustainable transport systems. 
  
Could you therefore confirm how this site proposal can form part of the local plan when these 
fundamental challenges have not been addressed? 

Reply 
 
The Draft Local Plan policy for Wisloe includes a specific policy requirement (criteria 8 within 
site allocation PS37) for structural landscaping buffers within the site to prevent physical and 
visual coalescence with neighbouring villages. Other significant features in the landscape 
here such as roads, rail, trees and watercourse will also contribute to the sense of a separate 
identity. The Council’s landscape assessment work (contained within the Landscape 
Sensitivity Assessment (2016) and The Assessment of Strategic Development Opportunities 
in Parts of Gloucestershire (2020)) did not support the view that development south-east of 
the A38 would lead to coalescence between the villages. The Sustainability Appraisal of the 
Wisloe site identifies medium, not high, landscape impact based on this landscape sensitivity 
assessment work. 
 
It is the role of the local planning authority to demonstrate at examination that the 
development of the sites included within the Local Plan will be deliverable and viable and 
will address infrastructure requirements. The Council has produced and will be submitting 
an Infrastructure Delivery Plan and Viability Assessment with the Local Plan to demonstrate 
that the Local Plan and the sites within it will provide the necessary infrastructure and are 
deliverable. 
 
It is common practice for detailed matters of delivery to be dealt with once the principle of 
development has been established through a range of tools including masterplans, design 
codes and implementation plans. 

 


