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Members of the Public’s Questions to Environment Committee 
 
 

Question from Dr David Thombs 

A Climate Emergency was declared by the Council in 2018, including a pledge to do 
everything within the Council’s power to make Stroud District Carbon Neutral by 2030. In 
response to the Climate Emergency, new Stroud policies were proposed which support the 
pledge, this was agreed by members in 2019. The additional policies support the delivery of 
CN2030 through the Local Plan. 
  
Please could you confirm how the draft Local Plan can proceed with PS37 (Wisloe) included, 
if those policies have not been assessed in line with the Stroud District Council’s CN2030 
commitment? 

Reply 
 
The CN 2030 Strategy commits the Council to to do everything within its power to make 
Stroud District Carbon Neutral by 2030.  However, the Council also needs to comply with all 
relevant legislation and national policy when developing the Local Plan, including the need 
to meet national minimum housing requirements. These requirements limit the Council’s 
powers on certain planning matters. A significant deviation from these strict requirements 
would put the Plan at risk of being rejected by an Inspector at public examination.  
 
Under the Planning and Compulsory Purchase Act 2004, sustainability appraisal (SA) is 
mandatory for local plans as is the requirement to conduct an environmental assessment in 
accordance with the Strategic Environmental Assessment (SEA) Directive. The Stroud Local 
Plan Review has integrated SA into the process since the start in 2017. The SA identifies 
climate change as a key sustainability issue for the District and includes within it objectives 
which assess how the Draft Local Plan is contributing to mitigate global warming and adapt 
to climate change. These objectives include those relating to biodiversity/geodiversity, air 
quality, water quality, flooding, efficient land use and climate change itself.  
 
All policies and sites have been assessed against these objectives through the review 
process. Using this SA framework, PS37 (Wisloe) performs well and better than many of the 
other strategic sites set out in the Pre-Submission Draft Local Plan and better than the two 
strategic alternatives at Whitminster and Moreton Valance considered at the Additional 
Housing Options stage in 2020. The site particularly benefits from its location relative to 
sustainable transport opportunities, including proximity to Cam & Dursley railway station, 
existing and proposed active travel walking and cycling routes and access to services and 
facilities at neighbouring settlements. The policy for the site will also require improvements 
to all of these. As the biggest source of carbon emissions is from transport, Wisloe provides 
a significant opportunity to help meet the District’s CN 2030 commitments by reducing the 
need to travel by private car. 

 


