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Stroud District Youth Council (SDYC) and our nine locality 

based youth forum groups strive to represent the views of 

young people in the district; enabling them to collective-

ly use their right to have a voice and be heard on rele-

vant issues of concern. Subsequently they engage with 

decision-makers to influence change and help make a 

positive contribution to improving the lives of people and 

communities in which they represent. This newsletter is 

designed to keep you up to date on what the young 

people involved have been working on lately. 

Visit our Facebook page: Stroud Youth Voice 

Stroud Youth Voice Summer Social in Berkeley 

A summer BBQ and Rounder’s event featured again this year. It was planned and hosted by Berkeley 

Vale Youth Forum on Canon Park, Berkeley. Now becoming an annual event, these are great occa-

sions as they bring together youth forum and youth council members from all over the district to build 

friendships and have fun.  This year, in addition to the social and physical activity aspect, we also wel-

comed Tiger; an organisation from Bristol who work with 

The Eddystone Trust delivering workshops on relationship 

issues. The staff from Tiger ran a 2 hour healthy relation-

ships workshop with members, which complimented oth-

er training related to health and wellbeing issues for 

young people.  

When running summer events we hope the weather is on 

our side; this day was quite possibly the hottest day 

Berkeley has ever seen! However we certainly sweated 

our way through it; consumed the odd burger and sau-

sage and generally enjoyed the coming together of 

youth voice representatives from across the district. 

SDYC Launch Anti-Bullying Survey 

Bullying amongst young people has long been an issue of concern. SDYC have been looking to delve 

into this for some time and having carried initial research, found little evidence of what local young 

people think and feel about the matter. Earlier in the summer, SDYC began by reaching out through a 

consultation project to discover how effective it is dealt with across the district in schools, communities 

and in the home. Whilst looking to understand young peoples thoughts and opinions on the issue, their 

dedicated project team designed a survey of which the results will be used to influence change. At 

the time, SDYC Chair, Helen March said: “The launch of this survey is the next step for our project that 

members have worked incredibly hard on over the last year, after identifying a need for more aware-

ness surrounding all types of bullying” She added, “It’s important we hear from as many young people 

as possible, in which to collate a sound evidence base in order to help develop future policy.” Cover-

age by Heart Radio was a huge help and project team members were interviewed at Ebley Mill. To fill 

in the survey, visit: www.mi-event.info/event/sdyc-bullying-youth-survey-2019 



Stroud Fire Station Open Day 

In September, youth voice representatives at-

tended the Stroud Fire Station open day to 

promote the collective work of all youth voice 

groups. The display stand highlighted what 

they do and members had a great time trying 

out all the activities on offer, including: a 

bungee-run; using the fire hoses; and entering 

a smoked filled building. There were also fire 

rescue demonstrations and examples of vehi-

cle collisions. A fun and educational experi-

ence for all, whilst also meeting other people. 

Deep Learning Day for Rednock School 

For the second year running Stroud District Council Youth Workers have partnered with Rednock School to 

deliver a day of youth voice training to students. Those young people involved, were all interested in joining 

a local youth forum group or being active on their school council. Taking place during the day, this oppor-

tunity featured in the schools Deep Learning Day programme for July - whereby students were taken off 

their normal time table to experience extra curricular activities and social learning. This has proven a good 

way to extend our promotion of and recruitment to, local youth forum groups, particularly as Rednock seem 

to have students who live in communities across the district and not just in Cam and Dursley. 

Cam and Dursley Youth Forum 

As well as putting on the Scratch n Skate Festival, Cam and 

Dursley Youth Forum also helped out at the Dursley Summer 

Festival. They ran the stalls on the church green, including a 

coconut shy and the stocks. This all raised money for Festive 

Dursley funds that go to support community initiatives. 

Scratch n Skate Festival 

Cam and Dursley Youth Forum worked extremely hard over six months to bring together the 

Scratch n Skate Festival in August. The idea behind the event was to primarily give young 

musicians the opportunity to play live and give young people access to live music - they did 

this via a large professional stage and 

sound system. However, another objective 

was to promote good sexual health and 

the C-card (the county’s condom distribu-

tion scheme) with the help of The Eddy-

stone Trust. The event also featured: a 

drugs information bus from Resilience Voy-

age; a skate competition, a DJ tent and a 

craft stall delivered by World Jungle. The 

Police, Fire and Rescue crews, plus staff 

from other youth groups helped bring the 

day together. The SDC youth work team were accompanied by Neighbourhood Wardens. 

Credit to the above organisations for partnering together and making this happen. Thanks 

goes to Cam Parish Council for funding and support on the day. Thanks also goes to Dursley Town Council  

and Gloucestershire County Council for their respective funding. 

Stroud Town & 5 Valleys Youth Forum 

To help focus their work, Stroud Town and 5 Valleys Youth 

Forum have been consulting young people during the 

summer, to determine views and opinion on how young 

people see the town and surrounding area. This, along-

side doing advisory work with the Town Council on as-

pects of planning and regeneration, have made for a 

busy period. This type of involvement takes time to come 

to fruition, but the group are keen to make an impact.  



Berkeley Vale Youth Forum 

Early summer for Berkeley Vale Youth Forum was 

dedicated to planning and hosting the Stroud 

Youth Voice summer social rounder's and BBQ 

event. The Autumn offered up a few different pro-

jects in the community which the group are wait-

ing to find make progress on. Meanwhile they wel-

comed District Councillor, Lindsey Green to one of 

their meetings to discuss local issues and generally 

get to know each other. Topics included: being a 

local councillor; having a voice; housing and ac-

cess to community facilities in the area. The group 

also visited Berkeley Youth Club to promote the 

opportunity for young people to have a voice 

and be heard. Subsequently, they are hoping to 

welcome some new members soon. 

Hardwicke Youth Forum  

Hardwicke Youth Forum have made very good pro-

gress with their youth provision project in Hardwicke. 

They had 386 responses to their youth survey and sub-

sequently spent time thoroughly analysing the results 

to identify young peoples needs. Group members pre-

sented the outcomes to Hardwicke Parish Council at 

the beginning of October. Having been very im-

pressed with the presentation, Hardwicke Parish Coun-

cil agreed to the groups suggestion of working closer 

together. A joint working group consisting of members 

of the council, the youth forum group and the village 

hall management committee will now look at what 

needs to be done to move the project forward. The 

youth forum group also helped out the Parish Council 

by running the ‘coconut shy’ and ‘hook a duck’ stalls 

at the summer fete. 

Nailsworth & Minchinhampton Youth Forum 

Having been ac-

tively involved 

with the project 

since the plan-

ning stage, Nails-

w o r t h  a n d 

Minchinhampton 

Youth  Forum 

g r o u p  w e r e 

pleased that Miles 

Marling Field recreational area was completed in the 

summer. The group visited to see what the finished 

product looked like and were ’naturally’ impressed. 

The group also supported a petition to keep the Multi-

Use Games Area (MUGA) at Lawnside open, it having 

attracted complaints about noise. Efforts to consider 

solutions are encouraged by group members, with it 

likely to become a significant project in the near fu-

ture. In November the group welcomed District Coun-

cillors Steve Robinson and Norman Kay to their meet-

ing. They had discussions with them about the MUGA 

issue, as well other matters of concern, including Brexit. 

The group have welcomed new members, including 

Olivia who has already become another representa-

tive on Stroud District Youth Council. 

Above: Berkeley Vale Youth Forum with Cllr Lindsey Green 

Top Left: Hardwicke Youth Forum members at the summer fete 

Chalford Cubed Youth Forum 

With a strong desire to help improve the environ-

ment, Chalford Cubed Youth Forum got together 

with Gloucestershire Wildlife Trust to tackle some 

much needed work in a local area known as Dim-

mels Dale Nature Reserve. A truly physical activity 

was met with enthusiasm by group members to 

make a difference.  

As the Autumn set in, the group began planning a 

survey to enable them to find out what young 

people think about their community. Acknowl-

edging the six areas of the locality (hence the 

original naming of the group ‘Chalford Cubed’, 

members felt it was important to include refer-

ence to feeling safe in a rural community. 

 



Stonehouse Action 4 Youth 

A very busy 6 months has seen the group involved 

with the intensive engagement community pro-

ject. Working particularly with Neighbourhood 

Wardens they have given their views on 

Stonehouse and how the town could be im-

proved. During the summer, group members at-

tended street art sessions at The Pod youth centre. 

Working with world renowned graffiti artists they 

installed a graffiti art piece on the canal side near 

Stonehouse and also in Stroud. This was a joint 

venture with the Cotswold Canals Connected 

project. In October some group members attend-

ed the Town Council’s carbon neutral 2030 con-

sultation, which included a tree planting event. 

The group hope to be involved in similar future ini-

tiatives. 

Pictured top Charlie and Jemma with the artists  

Pictured left: Group members at tree planting 

Now on Instagram! 

Jemma is now has Instagram  

 

Follow: Jemmayouthworker  

Child Friendly Gloucestershire 

In October, 13 youth voice representatives attended the 

first youth consultation event for the Child Friendly 

Gloucestershire initiative. Stroud District Youth Council 

have been involved with the project for over 12 months, 

looking at ideas on improving life in Gloucestershire for 

children and young people. Having presented their initial 

findings to the adult steering group in November 2018, an 

enthusiasm grew amongst all youth voice groups in Stroud 

district. This event took place in October and was enjoyed 

by members. They are now looking forward to their contin-

ued involvement with this initiative.  

Mental Health First Aid Training and Healthy Relationships Training 

October was a busy month for youth voice representatives 

training. A mental health first aid training induction was run 

by ACE Wellbeing. The group learnt about signs and symp-

toms of mental health, how to keep good mental health and 

how to help others.  

Members also took part in a 2 hour workshop on healthy rela-

tionships . This included considerations of what they look like 

and included the dangers of domestic abuse. This was deliv-

ered by The Beresford Group, based in Stroud. 

Above: young people at Child Friendly Gloucestershire Consultation Event 

Staff Departure: We said farewell to Rachael Hill, our Youth Work Officer in September. Rachael 

worked for Stroud District Council for just over 18 months and left to take up a full time university course. 

She was wished well by young people and staff alike, having made a positive impact on those involved. 



Stroud Youth Voice.... 

Youth Work staff have been working hard to re-

furbish and re-energise our social media pres-

ence and further develop our webpage. 
 

Please check our dedicated Facebook page 
Stroud Youth Voice 

www.facebook.com/stroudyouthvoice  
 

And check out the website 
www.stroudyouthvoice.co.uk  

 

LIKE, FOLLOW and SHARE everyone ! 

SDYC Health Focus Group:  

C-Card Promotions & Youth Friendly GP Surgeries Initiative 

Stroud District Youth Council’s Health Focus Group have been busy over the last few months with 

two main projects. Partnership work with The Eddystone Trust has continued, particularly with promot-

ing sexual health services and the C-card scheme for young people. A small team of youth voice 

representatives have been trained as C-Card Champions, involving them assessing the network of 

distributors whilst leading promotions of the scheme. 

In the October the group piloted their Youth Friendly GP Surgery assessment tool at May Lane sur-

gery in Dursley. Working with local GP’s, practice managers and commissioners, this initiative has 

been 2 years in the making and seeks to make surgeries more ’youth friendly’ and accessible. It is a 

reflection of the dedication and passion from the young people who started the project, to the 

young people who are now delivering it. This commitment shows the importance of this topic to all 

young people.  

The assessment tool currently has 56 ‘qualities’ de-

tailed and depending on how many the respective 

surgery has or do, will mean they receive a bronze, 

silver or gold award.  

After the assessment the surgery will receive a report 

of ideas on how their surgery could be more acces-

sible and friendly towards young people. This pro-

ject will continue to evolve over the coming months 

with further pilots and possible changes made to 

the initiative before a formal launch. 

British Youth Council  

The annual British Youth Council (BYC) meeting 

has become a key event in the Stroud youth 

voice calendar. At the event in September, mem-

ber organisations gather, share and influence poli-

cies and campaigns.  

This year representatives from Stroud District Youth 

Council proposed policy changes on two signifi-

cant issues: one calls for all local authorities to 

have statutory youth voice models; the other calls 

for better education on 

disabilities, learning diffi-

culties and neurodiversity. 

Both proposals gained 

huge support and were 

approved by the voting 

membership. This was a 

significant achievement 

for SDYC as a small group. 

Wotton Youth Forum 

Wotton under Edge and Katharine Lady Berkeley School (KLB), got a boost 

from some intensive youth and community work by youth participation officer, 

Jemma Grieve. Whilst the student voice body at the school entered Autumn 

with a fresh breeze of energy, it also enabled our local youth forum group to 

gain a greater profile. Representatives from KLB to Stroud District Youth Council 

are expected to be elected in the coming months. Whilst  Wotton Youth Forum 

is set to develop into the active voice in the community for Wotton’s youth. 


