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From: @gloucestershire.gov.uk]
Sent: 03 January 2020 13:18
To: _WEB_NDP Consultation
Subject: FW: Horsley Neighbourhood Development Plan - Notice of Publication

Dear Sir

Thank you for consulting Gloucestershire County Council (GCC) on the above matter. I have the following officer
comments to make.

Ecology Comments

Our conclusion is that a Habitats Regulations Assessment (HRA) is probably not required for the NDP. The District
Council and Natural England should be able to give views on this if not already.

Please be mindful that the new name for ‘Key Wildlife Sites’ in Gloucestershire is now ‘Local Wildlife Sites’ so all
references to the former need updating (such as on pages 23, 39, 119, 120, 126 & 128 plus Figure 5 etc. of the draft
plan).

The objectives and resulting policies of the draft plan give support for the conservation and enhancement of local
biodiversity. Overall there are no compelling ecological reasons to recommend any change to the wording of the
NDP policies which seem to fit in with district, county and national aims for the natural environment.

In the glossary on page 127 the definition of the EU Habitats Directive could be usefully edited and expanded to
‘enacted into UK Law by The Conservation of Habitats and Species Regulations which includes protection for
European Sites, European Protected Species and ecological networks.’ The definition for Priority Habitats should
refer to the S41 English List as referenced in the draft plan on page 42.

Transport Comments

The Horsley NDP (draft) shows close understanding of transport issues, and the need to encourage and capitalise on
more sustainable transport opportunities and potential in the area. The NDP may note that the Local Transport Plan
(Review) consultation takes pace between 16 January and March 26 2020 (see Gloucestershire County Council
website for further details when updated). The LTP ‘Stroud Connecting Places Strategy’ refers to matters affecting
Horsley in transport terms. Therefore, the draft NDP may need to align with those more closely, or recognise/
respond to some of their implications.

Archaeology Comments

No comments.

If you would like to discuss any of the points raised above please do not hesitate to contact me.

Yours faithfully

Planning Officer


