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SSSI Horsley, Ancient Woodland, Trees and Hedgerows 

2a SSSI 

Map Key 
Natural England Site of Special Scientific Interest Sites of Special Scientific Interest 

�  

(Site of Special Scientific Interest designated by Natural England in accordance with the Wildlife 
and Countryside Act 1981 so as to conserve areas of special interest for their flora, fauna, geolo-
gical or geomorphological interest). 

 



Ancient Woodland 

http://www.forestry.gov.uk/pdf/Case-Study-23_SMcGW_ATC_Mixed_Cotswold-Beech-
woods.pdf/$FILE/Case-Study-23_SMcGW_ATC_Mixed_Cotswold-Beechwoods.pdf 

Sites of Special Scientific Interest (SSSIs) 

Kingscote and Horsley Woods (SSSI) – Natural England 
http://www.sssi.naturalengland.org.uk/citation/citation_photo/1001720.pdf 

The site was designated as SSSI, in 1984, as it represents a good example of an ancient 
beech dominated woodland, typical of the Jurassic limestone of the western part of the 
Cotswolds. 

The component woodlands within the SSSI are Horsley, Kingscote and Sandgrove woods, 
the first two of these being within Horsley Parish.  These are all similar, being dominated 
by beech Fagus sylvatica of various ages, with some ash Fraxinus excelsior, and with oak 
Quercus robur in Sandgrove. The understorey consists largely of hazel Corylus avellana 
and hawthorn Crataegus monogyna with beech, ash and wych elm Ulmus glabra re-
growth. The ground flora contains abundant bluebell Hyacinthoides non-scriptus, dog's 
mercury Mercurialis perennis, anemone Anemone nemorosa and some dense patches of 
ramsons Allium ursinum (Natural England).  

2b Tree Preservation Orders (TPOs) 

Trees in a conservation area or with Tree Preservation Orders (TPOs) normally require 
consent from the council to do work to them. It an offence to cut down, top, lop, up-
root, wilfully damage or destroy a protected tree without the authority’s permission if 
required. 

Location of current TPOs in Horsley Shown in Green (Source: Stroud District Council) 

http://www.forestry.gov.uk/pdf/Case-Study-23_SMcGW_ATC_Mixed_Cotswold-Beechwoods.pdf/$FILE/Case-Study-23_SMcGW_ATC_Mixed_Cotswold-Beechwoods.pdf
http://www.forestry.gov.uk/pdf/Case-Study-23_SMcGW_ATC_Mixed_Cotswold-Beechwoods.pdf/$FILE/Case-Study-23_SMcGW_ATC_Mixed_Cotswold-Beechwoods.pdf
http://www.sssi.naturalengland.org.uk/citation/citation_photo/1001720.pdf


2c Protected Hedgerows 

https://www.stroud.gov.uk/environment/planning-and-building-control/conservation-
listed-buildings-trees-and-hedgerows/hedgerows 

The Hedgerows Regulations 1997 protect many countryside hedgerows (which are not 
on/within the boundary of a dwelling or house) from being removed, including being up-
rooted or otherwise destroyed.  If you wish to remove a hedgerow (or part of a 
hedgerow) you will need to apply to the Council. 

There are numerous species-rich and historically important hedgerows within the Parish. 
The Neighbourhood Plan does not have to capacity to assess all hedgerows within the 
Parish using Hedgerow Regulations methodology and it is the responsibility of landowners 
/ developers to assess hedgerows within the proposed site, as well as those hedgerows 
which connect with those on the site.

https://www.stroud.gov.uk/environment/planning-and-building-control/conservation-listed-buildings-trees-and-hedgerows/hedgerows
https://www.stroud.gov.uk/environment/planning-and-building-control/conservation-listed-buildings-trees-and-hedgerows/hedgerows

