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HORSLEY NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN 

Business and Employment Questionnaires  

Summary and Conclusion. 

Total of 70 completed questionnaires on 1st March 2015. 

Working from Home 

38/70 of respondents work from home on at least one day per week. The N.P will encourage this trend 
where possible. 

Use of Existing Businesses 

2/3 respondents used a combination of the pub, the shop, and local trades people. Those established 
businesses are important to the whole of the village; the N.P will need to safeguard them while en-
couraging a greater diversity of commerce in the village. 

Existing Premises in the Village. 

Most answers indicate that the present premises are satisfactory. It was felt by a number that the shop 
would benefit by being larger and sited on the main road. There was a desire for more shared office or 
studio space. Concern was raised by a number of people about the lack of off road parking available 
in the village. 

The N.P will have to be positive but flexible on any developments proposed for new commercial 
premises and perhaps encourage shared or communal work spaces. Any improvements in the overall 
car parking facilities in the village must be encouraged. 

Broad Band Connection 

90% of the questionnaires stated that the broad band connection was below the standards acceptable. 

The N.P must encourage any improvement proposed in the Broad Band connection, especially high 
speed and fibre provision. 

Green Energy 

Green energy development in the surrounding area were generally viewed positively, with the excep-
tion of an incinerator. Solar was particularly popular as long as the visual effect was considered. Wind 
turbines were less popular due to the visual impact in an A.O.N.B. 

The N.P should encourage well planned and screened small scale solar units particularly domestic 
units on houses and communal buildings. Large wind farms are probably not suitable in the parish. 



Interestingly there were a number of concerns expressed about energy availability and sources on a 
national as well as local scale. 

Farm Diversification. 

Diversification on local farms was in general supported. The development of B&Bs and cottages for 
rent as well as the use of redundant farm buildings for small scale commercial use were acceptable. 
There was a feeling against” holiday home” cottages. Concern was again expressed about the effects 
of any such developments on car parking in the parish. 

The N.P should seek to encourage any increase in accommodation available to visitors to the village, 
especially where this also produced employment opportunities in serving the accommodation. 

Buildings, Change of Use. 

It was felt from the answers that any change of use of premises should be looked at on a case for case 
basis. There were feelings that employment should not be lost yet accommodation, especially afford-
able, was very important. 

The N.P should make it clear that any proposed change of use should not lead to the loss of services 
or employment. Further a proposal to introduce smaller housing from the division of larger units 
could be encouraged. 

Further Comments 

There were a number of requests for shared office space, serviced offices, cooperative studio space 
and Tele cottages. 

There was a general concern about car parking in the village and its effects on business viability. 

It was felt that public transport was poor and the state of the roads (collapse) did not encourage busi-
ness development. 

A number of people thought that the parish was a good place to work from home (with exception of 
the Broad Band connection) 

The N.P will need to encourage any proposal for shared work space for office or studio use. 

It would seem that there may be an opportunity to encourage some form of cooperative gallery or 
artistic studio spaces-this would be an ideal use for redundant farm buildings and should feature in a 
N.P. 


