
Supplementary Information F3 - Car Parking Guidance 

A public meeting was held on 14 November 2017 in the Village Hall to address the frus-
tration of residents at the level of traffic and difficulty caused by non-residents parking 
in the centre of Horsley, particularly in Priory Fields. 

The meeting was chaired by Cllr Allan Caudwell. A total of 23 people attended, including 
residents, parent/carers from the school, playgroup and toddler group, Parish Council-
lors, County Councillor Steve Robinson and Neighbourhood Warden Dominic Everiss. 

Some residents of Priory Fields outlined the problems they have had with car users park-
ing on pavements, blocking entrance gates, and generally making it difficult to pass 
down Priory Fields. There had been an incident in the past where an ambulance had dif-
ficulty getting through. There are also problems with cars being parked close to the 
junction of the B4058 and Priory Fields, making it difficult to see other road users when 
pulling out of the junction. 

It was reported that the problems are particularly bad at school/playgroup drop-off and 
pick-up times. Also, the popularity of the new play area has caused extra traffic and ex-
acerbated the parking problems. 

The discussion then focused on possible solutions to the problems and on assessing the 
areas of parking that are already available. There are several parking areas in the centre 
of Horsley: 

• Village public car park – this is a 12-bay short-stay (23 hour) SDC car park. Users 
can get issued with a £75 fine if they overstay 

• Priory Fields Layby – this is a large layby which is used for parking, mostly by resi-
dents. Steve Robinson reported that it was 50% owned by the County Council and 
was technically a lay-by and not a resident’s car park. There is room for around 12 
vehicles to park here, but there are no marked parking spaces. It cannot be allo-
cated residents parking, due to the ownership issues 

• Village Hall car park – a reasonable size car park at the front of the Village Hall, 
but again there are no marked car spaces, and the parking here was often random 
and inefficient. It was felt more parking spaces could be gained if this area was 
re-done and car spaces clearly defined. However, to re-work the area would be 
very costly 

• Shop/play area parking – this is an area of parking next to the shop and play area. 
Again, this is not marked parking spaces, so is inefficient use of the space. More 
spaces could be gained here if the spaces were clearly marked. However, to re-
work the area would be costly. 

Dominic Everiss gave a brief talk on the ways he could help. He said that parking on a 
pavement is not an offence, but if it causes an obstruction it is an offence. He does not 
have the power to issue a fine in these circumstances; the police must witness the of-



fence for a fine to be issued. He can place notices (laminated letters) on windscreens, 
warning that the driver should not park there again as they are causing an obstruction.  

He also suggested that more parking spaces could be gained along the side of the Village 
Hall if the bank was cut back and the footpath moved over. Several people said they 
were not in favour of that option as considerable money and effort had been spent cre-
ating a nice path, flower border and grass area and did not want to see it replaced with 
parking bays. He said a simpler low-cost option would be putting up signs on fences or 
posts along Priory Fields, and in the other parking areas identified, setting out rules for 
parking. 

The HPC Clerk reported that she had contacted the school, in response to the com-
plaints from the Priory Fields residents, to ask that a notice be sent out to all parent/
carers to park considerately and not to park on pavements along Priory Fields. This no-
tice had gone out in the weekly newsletter and some thought it had had some effect (al-
though it was suggested not all parents read the newsletter – so it may require a further 
letter with stronger wording). A representative from the Toddler Group also agreed to 
notify all parents of the parking problems. 

The Landlady from the Hog kindly agreed to let people dropping off/collecting children 
at the school, playgroup, toddlers on weekdays to park in the pub car park. 

At this point it was decided to trial these low-cost initiatives and monitor the situation 
over the coming months to see if they solve the parking problems. Another meeting will 
be scheduled for late April/ early May to re-assess the situation. 

In summary, it was proposed that the following steps will be taken to alleviate the park-
ing problems: 

• Put ‘NO PARKING – DO NOT OBSTRUCT’ signs up along Priory Fields 

• Put ‘HAVE YOU PARKED SAFELY, CONSIDERATELY AND LEGALLY’ sign up in the area 
by the shop and play area 

• Notify users of the Village Hall not to park on pavements in Priory Fields and to 
park considerately and always make sure emergency vehicles can get through 

• Notify parents of school, playgroup, toddler groups they can park in the pub car 
park during drop-off and collection times on weekdays, if needed, and must not 
park on pavements in Priory Fields 

• The Neighbourhood Warden will randomly patrol the area at school drop off and 
pick up times to monitor the situation, and to place letters on windscreens of cars 
badly parked 

• The Neighbourhood Warden will regularly patrol the SDC car park in the centre of 
the village to ensure it is used as a short-term car-park only and is available for 
people visiting the village 



Marianne Simpson 

Horsley Parish Council Clerk 
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