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Stroud DC - SALA (2017) 

  



Strategic Assessment of Land Availability 2017 

Site ref: HOR001 Address:  
Horsley GL6 0PX 
 

Site name:  Land west of St Martin's Church 
Parish: Horsley 

 
Site details Key employment land No 

Source of site  Call for Sites (62) Protected outdoor play space No 

Greenfield/brownfield Greenfield Historic parks & gardens  No 

Gross site area (ha)    3.42 Scheduled Ancient Monument No 

Current/past land use Pasture Key wildlife site  No 

Policy Constraints Special Areas of Conservation 
(SAC) 

No 

Settlement boundaries Adjoining Settlement 
Development Limit 

Special Protection Areas (SPA) No 

Settlement hierarchy Tier 3 RAMSAR No 

Conservation Area Outside conservation area SSSI No 

% within Cotswolds AONB 100 Flood risk zone  Not within a Flood Zone 

Listed building No Number of TPOs  0 

Site Description:  
Large open pasture field, rising up steeply to the north and located on the B4058 on western boundary of Horsley. School, 
graveyard and playing field are located on the eastern boundary. Pasture fields adjoin the site on the southern and western 
boundaries. Some trees and hedging to the north alongside the B4058. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   



2017 Site Assessment for site HOR001 

Suitability 

Physical constraints:                                                                                                                         Accessibility score: 74 

There are no known physical constraints that would prevent development of this site. There are no known ground contamination 
or land stability issues. The site is located on the B4058 with good access via road and local footpaths to services and facilities in 
the local area. 

Potential impact summary:  
An initial desktop heritage assessment of the site has indicated that there is potential to develop this site without harm to a 
designated heritage asset. 
An initial desktop biodiversity and geodiversity assessment of the site has indicated there is potential to develop this site without 
harm to a designated natural environment site. Note that the assessment does not consider whether there are protected species 
on this site. 
The Landscape Sensitivity Assessment has identified this site as part of a land parcel considered as High/medium sensitivity to 
housing uses and High sensitivity to employment uses. The area’s sensitivity lies in its open valley sides, views across it to the 
church and from across the valley and from the A4058 approaches and its role as open setting to an essentially linear village. 
Housing of the scale needed for a housing allocation is considered inappropriate. The only limited potential may be for up to 
three houses with large gardens along The Street between hedge and road, adjacent to the school, avoiding significant effects on 
the church and churchyard and the more open parts of the land parcel. Employment uses would be considered highly 
inappropriate. 

Suitability summary:  

Although not currently policy compliant, the site has no overriding physical constraints or potential impacts preventing a very 
small amount of housing development on the eastern side of the site in the future should the Local Plan strategy identify the 
need for growth in this location. The development would require appropriate landscaping 

Is the site suitable?         Future potential 
Availability 

Availability summary:  

 The owner/agent confirms that the site is available now for development, and that there are no legal or ownership problems 
which could limit development. 

Is the site available?        Yes 

Achievability 

Achievability summary: 

From the information available, it is considered that there is a reasonable prospect that development as envisaged will be 
delivered on the site. It is also considered that the site is economically viable and the capacity of a developer to complete and sell 
the properties in the timeframe expected in this area is good. 
Site Typology: 16 - Rural East Is the site achievable?: Yes 

Development potential 

Net site area (ha): 

0.1 
Net developable area 

(ha): 0.1 

No. of houses: 

 3 
Proposed use: Residential,           
 

Development potential summary:  

Taking account of the character of the site and its surroundings, a small part of this site on the eastern side could be developed 
for low density development typically comprising detached, semi -detached dwellings at an average density of about 20-25 dph, 
and the suggested yield is upto 3 units. 

Housing yield 
2017/18 0 2020/21 0 2023/24 0 2026/27 0 2029/30 0 2032/33 0 2035/36 0 
2018/19 0 2021/22 0 2024/25 0 2027/28 0 2030/31 0 2033/34 0   
2019/20 0 2022/23 3 2025/26 0 2028/29 0 2031/32 0 2034/35 0   

Conclusion 

Development status: Future Potential 
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Stroud DC - Landscape Sensitivity (2016) 
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Land Parcel Reference: H01 Settlement: Horsley 

LANDSCAPE SENSITIVITY 
Sensitivity to Housing Use High 
Summary 

The area’s sensitivity lies in the area are its unspoilt rural character, steep valley slopes, stream and riparian 
corridor, small scale irregular field pattern and tree cover, views across it from settlement including listed 
buildings and their associated settings, and as a skyline and open valley side on the A4058 approaches from the 
east. Housing would disrupt the scale and pattern of the landscape and linear settlement and would intrude into 
the unspoilt rural countryside. It would be highly inappropriate. 
Sensitivity to Employment Use High 
Summary 

The area’s sensitivity lies in the area are its unspoilt rural character, steep valley slopes, stream and riparian 
corridor, small scale irregular field pattern and tree cover, views across it from settlement including listed 
buildings and their associated settings, and as a skyline and open valley side on the A4058 approaches from the 
east. Employment use would be impractical on many of the slopes, would be totally ut of character with the 
residential pattern of the village, would disrupt the scale and pattern of the landscape and linear settlement and 
would intrude into the unspoilt rural countryside. It would be extremely inappropriate. 
KEY CHARACTERISTICS AND FACTORS 
Landform/water bodies Steep sided uneven valley slopes. The stream runs to join the larger valley to 

the east and there is a pond to the west and feeder springs on the valley side.  

Landcover pattern/use/ elements Small and medium-sized irregular fields of permanent and improved pasture 
and rough grass. Hedges are outgrown often with trees. The riparian corridor is 
strongly vegetated.  

Settlement pattern within parcel None 

Landscape features Pond and stream. 

Landscape condition/intensity of use Moderate to poor condition with moderate to low intensity of use as pasture. 

Intervisibility/openness/enclosure Enclosed steep sided and well treed valley still allows views across the valley 
between settlement on ridges. 

Skyline Field to east forms skyline above Horsley Hill/B4058. 

Key views Across valley from listed buildings in Horsley and Tickmorend, from Horsley 
Court, from PROWs in valley and from Horsley Hill. 

Detractors  None 

Tranquillity Tranquil rural valley 

Settlement edge character Linear but incremental settlement edge with mature garden vegetation and 
occasional listed buildings, including Horsley Court, as highlights. Generally 
positive. 

Functional and/or visual relationship 
between the area and the 
settlement/key features 

Steep valley with strong enclosed unspoilt rural character forming a positive 
edge to the essentially linear settlement. Forms an important part of the 
landscape setting to Horsley Court to the east and an open skyline on the 
B4058 approaches to the settlement from the east. 

Potential visual receptors Users of PROWs, B4058, residents and listed buildings. 

CONSTRAINTS/DESIGNATIONS  

Landscape Cotswolds AONB 

Historic 
Listed buildings lie to the North at Downend and to the South, including 
Horsley Court and Manor Farm. 

Biodiversity None 

Other (floodplain, PROWs) PROWs cross the area. 

LANDSCAPE CONTEXT 

National Character Area Cotswolds 

Stroud District LCA Landscape 
Character Type 

Secluded Valleys 

County/AONB LCA Landscape 
Character Type 

Settled Valley 

HLC type C4i 
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Land Parcel Reference: H02 Settlement: Horsley 

LANDSCAPE SENSITIVITY 
Sensitivity to Housing Use High 
Summary 

The area’s sensitivity lies in its location on the open wold top to the north and open valley sides to the south, 
unspoilt rural character, tree cover, views across it from across the valley and from the A4058 approaches and as 
part of the skyline.  Housing would be highly noticeable extending the village form to the west or south into open 
countryside, deviating from the essentially linear character of the rural village. The Nupend Farm site is not a 
precedent as it is on brownfield land and housing in H02 is considered inappropriate. 
Sensitivity to Employment Use High 
Summary 

The area’s sensitivity lies in its location on the open wold top to the north and open valley sides to the south, 
unspoilt rural character, tree cover, views across it from across the valley and from the A4058 approaches and as 
part of the skyline.  Employment uses would be prominent extending the village form to the west or south into 
open countryside, deviating markedly from the residential rural character of the village and its essentially linear 
character. The Nupend Farm site is not a precedent as it is to be converted to housing. Employment use is 
therefore considered to be highly inappropriate. 

KEY CHARACTERISTICS AND FACTORS 

Landform/water bodies Wold top on northern part of the area falling to valley sides to south. 

Landcover pattern/use/ elements Semi-regular medium to large fields used for arable and pasture uses. There is 
a strong line of trees including horse chestnuts west of Nupend Farm and lesser 
trees adjacent to the farm site and Boscombe Lane. There is also an outgrown 
hedge to the north along the B4058 road and trees in the valley bottom at 
Chambers Grove, but otherwise the area is fairly open. 

Settlement pattern within parcel Single 20C house and garden on Boscombe Lane. 

Landscape features None 

Landscape condition/ intensity of 
use 

Moderate to high pasture/arable land in moderate condition. 

Intervisibility/openness/enclosure Open and intervisible with other valley sides to south and the northern portion 
of field is visible from B4058. 

Skyline The northern field contributes to the skyline. 

Key views From across the valley, from PROWS within and outside the area and for users 
of the B4058. 

Detractors  Existing Nupend Farm buildings but these are to be redeveloped. 

Tranquillity Tranquillity increases to the south. 

Settlement edge character Current housing nearby is positive, especially the listed buildings to the north 
but the new development may appear raw. 

Functional and/or visual relationship 
between the area and the 
settlement/key features 

The area lies at the western end of the settlement where it meets the wold 
top and would be expected to terminate. The area wraps around the Nupend 
farm site which will be developed. This departs from the essentially linear 
pattern of the settlement but is exceptional as a brownfield site, generally 
screened by trees. The essentially open valley slopes to the south form part of 
the continuation of the open rural valley sides east and west.  

Potential visual receptors Users of PROWs, A4058 and residents. 

CONSTRAINTS/DESIGNATIONS  

Landscape Cotswolds AONB 

Historic None 

Biodiversity None 

Other (floodplain, PROWs) A PROW crosses the area. 

LANDSCAPE CONTEXT 

National Character Area Cotswolds 

Stroud District LCA Landscape 
Character Type 

Secluded Valleys with Wold Tops on western edge. 
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County/AONB LCA Landscape 
Character Type 

Settled Valley 

HLC type C2 + A4 
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Land Parcel Reference: H03 Settlement: Horsley 

LANDSCAPE SENSITIVITY 
Sensitivity to Housing Use High/medium 
Summary 

The area’s sensitivity lies in its open valley sides, views across it to the church and from across the valley and 
from the A4058 approaches and its role as open setting to an essentially linear village.  Housing would be 
prominent, deviating from the essentially linear character of the rural village and would interfere with views to 
the church tower and from the churchyard. Sensitivity increases both to the west due to openness and to the 
east, due to proximity to the church. Housing of the scale needed for a housing allocation is considered 
inappropriate. The only limited potential may be for up to three houses with large gardens along The Street 
between hedge and road in the north eastern part of H03 avoiding significant effects on the church and 
churchyard and the more open parts of the land parcel.  

Sensitivity to Employment Use High 
Summary 

The area’s sensitivity lies in its open valley sides, views across it to the church and from across the valley and 
from the A4058 approaches and its role as open setting to an essentially linear village.  Employment uses would 
be highly prominent deviating markedly from the residential rural character of the village and its essentially 
linear character. It is considered highly inappropriate. 

KEY CHARACTERISTICS AND FACTORS 

Landform/water bodies Valley side rolling over from the A4058 to the north and falling to the south 
and east.  

Landcover pattern/use/ elements Irregular and semi-regular fields of grassland and pasture enclosed by a 
mixture of outgrown hedges, estate fencing along the A4058 road and 
temporary fences where there is horse grazing. Trees are limited to some 
small plantings to the west. 

Settlement pattern within parcel None 

Landscape features None 

Landscape condition/ intensity of 
use 

Moderate to poor condition for pasture and rough grassland use respectively 
with moderate to low intensity of use. 

Intervisibility/openness/enclosure The open area is highly visible from across the valley and the northern edge is 
visible from the A4058.  

Skyline Forms local skyline when viewed from the valley floor. 

Key views From churchyard, from A4058 to the church tower, from listed building to the 
north, and from PROWs.  

Detractors  None 

Tranquillity Moderately tranquil- increases away from settlement and road. 

Settlement edge character Essentially linear settlement along A4058 ridgetop with 20C infill between 
older dwellings/farms. Church forms a positive focus.  

Functional and/or visual relationship 
between the area and the 
settlement/key features 

The area provides an open rural valley side setting to the linear settlement 
including the church, to which offers glimpse views.  

Potential visual receptors Users of churchyard, PROWs, B4058, and residents. 

CONSTRAINTS/DESIGNATIONS  

Landscape Cotswolds AONB 

Historic St Martin's Church is listed and lies to the east. 

Biodiversity Sandgrove Cottages and Hartley Bridge Wood KWS to the south. 

Other (floodplain, PROWs) A PROW crosses the area. 

LANDSCAPE CONTEXT 

National Character Area Cotswolds 

Stroud District LCA Landscape 
Character Type 

Secluded Valleys 

County/AONB LCA Landscape 
Character Type 

Settled Valley 
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HLC type C4i 
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Land Parcel Reference: H04 Settlement: Horsley 

LANDSCAPE SENSITIVITY 
Sensitivity to Housing Use High 
Summary 

The area’s sensitivity lies in the very steep slopes, the woodland some of which is ancient, and the outward 
facing slopes away from the village. Housing would need to remove woodland and would expose the village edge 
to view and would not be sufficiently feasible on the steep valley sides. It would be highly inappropriate. 
Sensitivity to Employment Use High 
Summary 

The area’s sensitivity lies in the very steep slopes, the woodland some of which is ancient, and the outward 
facing slopes away from the village. Employment use would not be feasible on the steep valley sides and would 
be totally out of character with the rural village.  

KEY CHARACTERISTICS AND FACTORS 

Landform/water bodies Very steep valley sides. 

Landcover pattern/use/ elements Ancient woodland and secondary woodland with small clearings and gardens. 

Settlement pattern within parcel Scattered rural dwellings. 

Landscape features Steep slopes 

Landscape condition/ intensity of 
use 

Moderate condition and low intensity of use as woodland. 

Intervisibility/openness/enclosure Highly enclosed in an enclosed valley. 

Skyline Woodland acts as skyline from valley floor. 

Key views Along and across valley from PROWs and minor roads. 

Detractors  None 

Tranquillity Tranquil as settlement screened. 

Settlement edge character 20C settlement edge is screened from wider countryside by woodland so is 
neutral. 

Functional and/or visual relationship 
between the area and the 
settlement/key features 

Acts as strong edge to the settlement with trees enclosing built form at the 
top of the incised valley slope and forms part of wider countryside to the south 
east as a strongly wooded valley side. 

Potential visual receptors Users of PROWs, minor roads and residents. 

CONSTRAINTS/DESIGNATIONS  

Landscape Cotswolds AONB. Ancient woodland covers the Western part of the area. 

Historic None 

Biodiversity Horsley Wood Banks KWS, Sandgrove Cottages and Hartley Bridge Wood KWS 

Other (floodplain, PROWs) PROWs cross the area. 

LANDSCAPE CONTEXT 

National Character Area Cotswolds 

Stroud District LCA Landscape 
Character Type 

Secluded Valleys 

County/AONB LCA Landscape 
Character Type 

Settled Valley 

HLC type C1 
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Land Parcel Reference: H05 Settlement: Horsley 

LANDSCAPE SENSITIVITY 
Sensitivity to Housing Use High 
Summary 

The area’s sensitivity lies in the very steep slopes, the stream course and associated floodplain, and the narrow 
valley character and small enclosures. Housing would extend the settlement beyond the natural boundary of the 
steep valley sides and would be out of scale with the small valley character. It would therefore be highly 
inappropriate.   
Sensitivity to Employment Use High 
Summary 

The area’s sensitivity lies in the very steep slopes, the stream course and associated floodplain, and the narrow 
valley character and small enclosures. Employment use would not be feasible on the steep valley sides or 
accessed from the narrow minor roads and would be totally out of character and scale with the incised valley. 

KEY CHARACTERISTICS AND FACTORS 

Landform/water bodies Narrow valley bottom and steep lower valley sides 

Landcover pattern/use/ elements Woodland, scrub with small enclosures and gardens. 

Settlement pattern within parcel Scattered rural dwellings. 

Landscape features Stream course and steep slopes 

Landscape condition/ intensity of 
use 

Moderate and poor condition and low intensity of use. 

Intervisibility/openness/enclosure Highly enclosed in an enclosed valley. 

Skyline N/A 

Key views Along and across valley from PROWs and narrow minor roads. 

Detractors  None 

Tranquillity Tranquil as settlement screened. 

Settlement edge character Pre-20C linear settlement edge is integrated with vegetation to the north.  

Functional and/or visual relationship 
between the area and the 
settlement/key features 

The area is separated from the village by steep slopes which form a natural 
break with the built form. The narrow incised valley is part of the wider 
countryside with PROWs running through it.  

Potential visual receptors Users of PROWs, minor roads and residents. 

CONSTRAINTS/DESIGNATIONS  

Landscape Cotswolds AONB. Ancient Woodland to the south east.  

Historic None 

Biodiversity Hartley Bridge Wood (Park Wood) KWS lies adjacent. 

Other (floodplain, PROWs) PROWs cross the area. Flood zone 3 along watercourse. 

 
National Character Area Cotswolds 

Stroud District LCA Landscape 
Character Type 

Secluded Valleys 

County/AONB LCA Landscape 
Character Type 

Settled Valley 

HLC type C1 + C4i 
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Supporting document 1: Key facts and data
Total area: 288,170 ha

1. Landscape and nature conservation designations

The Cotwolds NCA contains 188,089 ha, or 65 per cent of the area, of the 
Cotswolds Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty (AONB). 

Management Plans for the protected landscape can be found at:
■  www.cotswoldsaonb.org.uk/

Source: Natural England (2011) 

1.1 Designated nature conservation sites
The NCA includes the following statutory nature conservation designations:

Tier Designation Name
Area 
(ha) 

Percentage 
of NCA 

International n/a n/a 0 0
European Special Protection 

Area (SPA)
n/a 0 0

Special Area of 
Conservation (SAC)

Cotswold Beechwoods 
SAC; Rodborough Com-
mon SAC; Bath and 
Bradford on Avon Bats 
SAC

807 <1

National National Nature 
Reserve (NNR)

Cotswold Commons 
and Beechwoods NNR; 
Wychwood NNR

655 <1

National Site of Special 
Scientific Interest (SSSI)

A total of 118 sites wholly 
or partly within the NCA

4,171 1

Source: Natural England (2011)

Please note: (i) Designated areas may overlap (ii) all figures are cut to Mean High Water Line, 
designations that span coastal areas/views below this line will not be included.

The vast majority of Cotswold Commons and Beechwoods NNR is also 
designated as SAC. All of the NNR and SAC land is also designated SSSI. 

There are 876 local sites in the Cotswolds NCA covering 12,934 ha which is 4 
per cent of the NCA. 

Source: Natural England (2011)

■  Details of individual Sites of Special Scientific Interest can be searched at: 
http://www.sssi.naturalengland.org.uk/Special/sssi/search.cfm

■  Details of Local Nature Reserves (LNR) can be searched at:
 http://www.lnr.naturalengland.org.uk/Special/lnr/lnr_search.asp
■  Maps showing locations of Statutory sites can be found at:
 http://magic.defra.gov.uk – select ‘Designations/Land-Based 

Designations/Statutory’

1.2 Condition of designated sites 

SSSI condition category Area (ha)
Percentage of SSSI land 
in category condition

Unfavourable declining  119 3
Favourable 2,407 57
Unfavourable no change 136 3
Unfavourable recovering 1,554 37

Source: Natural England (March 2011)

■ Details of SSSI condition can be searched at: 
 http://www.sssi.naturalengland.org.uk/Special/sssi/reportIndex.cfm
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2. Landform, geology and soils

2.1 Elevation
The lowest point in the Cotswolds is 10 m above sea level, the highest point, 
near Cheltenham, being 332 m in height. The mean height is 148 m.

Source: Cotswolds Natural Area Profile, Cotswolds Countryside Character area description

2.2 Landform and process
There is great variety of landform and a number of distinct landscapes can be 
identified. The north-west facing scarp reaches its highest point just north of 
Cheltenham. Steeply incised stream and river valleys cut through the scarp, flowing 
westwards towards the River Severn. To the south and east the limestone dips 
beneath wetter clays which form broad valleys around the main rivers and streams 
which flow east and south-east and feed the tributaries of the upper Thames.

Source: Cotswolds Natural Area Profile, Cotswolds Countryside Character area description 

2.3 Bedrock geology
The predominant rock type in the NCA is the Middle Jurassic limestones. These 
are split into the Inferior Oolite Group and the Great Oolite Group, the latter lying 
on top of the former. The limestones are made up of lime-rich mud, fragments 
of fossil shell and ooliths (which are small, up to 2 mm diameter round particles). 
These ooliths characterise much but by no means all of the limestone layers, 
but have given their name to the ‘oolitic limestones’. The limestone rocks of the 
Cotswolds hills were formed in the Jurassic in shallow tropical seas. The major 
western scarp exposes limestone from the early to middle Jurassic – the classic 
oolitic “Cotswold stone” was formed in the middle Jurassic. The geology of 
the area also includes Lias mustones/clays and marlstones, especially around 
Moreton-in-Marsh, Cornbrash (limestones) and Oxford Clay (clays). 

Source: Cotswolds Natural Area Profile, Cotswolds Countryside Character area description 

2.4 Superficial deposits
The superficial deposits of the Cotswolds comprise varied unconsolidated 
beds that include glacial, fluvial (including alluvium and river terrace depos-
its) and a mixed group of periglacial deposits known as “Head”. These are 
scattered widely across the area but their heaviest concentrations occur in 
the Vale of Moreton and in the area around Cirencester, where they are ex-
tensively worked for their gravels.    

Source: Cotswolds Natural Area Profile, Cotswolds Countryside Character area description, 

www.glosgeotrust.org.uk/cots_geology.shtml

2.5 Designated geological sites
Tier Designation Number 

National Geological Site of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI) 37

National Mixed interest SSSI 13

Local Local Geological Site 186

Source: Natural England 2011

■  Details of individual Sites of Special Scientific Interest can be searched at: 
 http://www.sssi.naturalengland.org.uk/Special/sssi/search.cfm

2.6 Soils and Agricultural Land Classification
Many of the Cotswold soils are derived directly from the parent rock and 
tend to be alkaline and of low fertility. Thin, well-aerated, brashy soils derived 
from limestone are common on the steeper slopes, particularly to the west. 
More fertile, deeper, clayey soils of alluvial origin are present along the valley 
floors and on lower-lying land to the south and east.

Source: Cotswolds Natural Area Profile, Cotswolds Countryside Character area description
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Farmland in late spring, Cutsdean, Gloucestershire.
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The main grades of agricultural land in the NCA are broken down as follows (as a 
proportion of total land area):

Agricultural Land Classification Area Percentage of NCA

Grade 1 809 <1

Grade 2 12,179 4

Grade 3 225,663 78

Grade 4 36,946 13

Grade 5 1,163 <1

Non-agricultural 5,972 2

Urban 5,347 2

Source: Natural England (2010)

Maps showing locations of Statutory sites can be found at: 
http://magic.defra.gov.uk – select ‘Landscape’ (shows ALC and 27 types of soils).

3. Key waterbodies and catchments 

3.1 Major rivers/canals
The following major rivers/canals (by length) have been identified in this NCA.

Name Length in NCA (km)

River Evenlode 44

River Windrush 42

River Avon 38

River Coln 32

River Cherwell 25

Oxford Canal 22

River Churn 22

River Glyme 21

River Leach 20

Kennet and Avon Canal 16

River Stour 14

River Swere 12

Sor Brook 9

River Dorn 7

River Frome 6

River Great Ouse 4

River Isbourne 4

River Thames 2 
Source: Natural England (2010)

Please note: other significant rivers (by volume) may also occur. These are not listed where the 
length within the NCA is short.
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Farmland at Yanworth showing characteristic stone wall and field trees.
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Steeply incised stream and river valleys cut through the north-west facing 
scarp flowing westwards towards the River Severn. To the south and east 
wetter clays form broad valleys around the main rivers and streams which 
flow eastwards and form the tributaries of the Thames.

3.2 Water quality
The total area of Nitrate Vulnerable Zone (NVZ) is 264,585 ha, or 92 per cent of 
the NCA. 

Source: Natural England (2010)

3.3 Water Framework Directive
Maps are available from the Environment Agency showing current and projected 
future status of water bodies at: http://maps.environment-agency.gov.uk/
wiyby/wiybyController?ep=maptopics&lang=_e 

4. Trees and woodlands

4.1 Total woodland cover
The NCA contains 31,831 ha of woodland, 11 per cent of the total area, of 
which 10,348 ha is ancient woodland. A small portion, 277 ha, of The Forest 
of Avon Community Forest, one of twelve Community Forests established to 
demonstrate the contribution of environmental improvement to economic 
and social regeneration, falls within this area.

Source: Natural England (2010) & Forestry Commission (2011)
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5. Boundary features and patterns

5.1 Boundary features
Hedged fields divide up much of the scarp’s pastures. Around Bath, Stroud 
and Winchcombe fields are often small with overgrown hedgerows, but on 
the ridge tops the landscape is usually open arable divided by drystone walls.

Source: Cotswolds Countryside Character Area description; Countryside Quality Counts (2003)

5.2 Field patterns
Floated water meadows, for example of early 19th-century date on the 
Sherborne estate and assarted fields (both medieval and post-medieval in 
date) concentrated in the Stroud valley, are notable historical field patterns. 
Over 29 per cent of the AONB comprises small irregular fields signifying 
piecemeal enclosure of earlier open fields with distinctive curved profiles 
relating to medieval plough strips, generally from the 16th century, but 
documented from the 13th century. These are concentrated on the scarp in 
Wiltshire and Warwickshire, in valleys to the north and east of Stroud and 
valleys between Moreton-in-Marsh and Bourton-on-the-Water. Regular 
enclosure of former open fields, about 16 per cent of the area, of 18th century 
or later date, not respecting earlier boundaries, is concentrated in the central 
and eastern portions of the high wold. Less regular enclosures of this date, 
with boundaries echoing medieval headlands of open fields, are found across 
the area and particularly to the south in Wiltshire. 18th- and 19th-century 
regular enclosure of former open pasture, covering about 13 per cent of the 
area, is concentrated in the central and eastern portions of the high wold. 
More regular and large-scale enclosure of similar date, either of former open 
fields or of long-term pasture, including open fields laid down to grass from 
the medieval period, is most common to the centre and east of the area. 

Source: Cotswolds Countryside Character Area description; Countryside Quality Counts (2003)

4.2 Distribution and size of woodland and trees in the landscape 
At the western edge of the Cotswolds dense beech woods and tree clumps 
contribute to an imposing skyline. Around Bath, Stroud and Winchcombe the 
landform is characterised by deep and wide valleys often accentuated by densely-
wooded ridge crests. Tree-clad streams often wind down the steeper slopes.

Source: Cotswolds Natural Area Profile, Cotswolds Countryside Character area description

4.3 Woodland types
A statistical breakdown of the area and type of woodland found across the 
NCA is detailed below. 

Area and proportion of different woodland types in the NCA (over 2 ha).
Woodland type Area (ha) Percentage of NCA

Broadleaved 23,728 8

Coniferous 3,975 1

Mixed 2,140 1

Other 1,988 1
Source: Forestry Commission (2011)

Area and proportion of ancient woodland and planted ancient woodland 
sites (PAWS) within the NCA:

Woodland type Area (ha) Percentage of NCA
Ancient semi-natural woodland 6,446 2
Ancient re-planted woodland (PAWS) 3,901 1

Source: Natural England (2004)

107. Cotswolds
Supporting documents

National Character
Area profile:



28

6. Agriculture

The following data has been taken from the Agricultural Census linked to this NCA. 

6.1 Farm type
The total farmed area in 2009 was 238,358 ha, comprising 2,534 holdings. The 
number of mixed farms within the NCA fell from 259 to 170 between 2000 
and 2009. There was a 39 per cent decrease in the number of dairy farms 
within the same period, dropping from 186 to 114 holdings. The number of 
specialist poultry farms rose from 43 to 55 – a 28 per cent increase. There 
were 826 arable or horticultural holdings in 2000 and 809 in 2009.

Source: Agricultural Census, Defra (2010) 

6.2 Farm size
In 2009 there were 678 units (186,963 ha) of more than 100 ha in the NCA, and 
301 units (466 ha) of 5 ha or less. There were 681 holdings of greater than 5 
ha and less than 20 ha, 191 holdings of greater than 20 ha and less than 50 ha 
accounting for 16,210 ha of the area and 383 holdings of greater than 50 ha 
and less than 100 ha accounting for 27,197 ha.

Source: Agricultural Census, Defra (2010) 

6.3 Farm ownership
2009: Total farm area = 238,358 ha; owned land = 159,591 ha
2000: Total farm area = 232,134 ha; owned land = 159,741 ha 

Source: Agricultural Census, Defra (2010) 

6.4 Land use
There was an 8 per cent increase in the land used for oilseeds between 2000 
and 2009, up from 17,449 ha to 18,828 ha. There was a 23 per cent increase in 
the land used for cash roots and a 42 per cent increase in the land used for 
growing stock feed in the same time period. There was a 9 per cent decrease 
in the land used for cereals, from 83,424 ha to 75,952, but a 33 per cent 
increase, from 9,539 to 12,650 ha, in the land used for “other” cereal farming. 

Source: Agricultural Census, Defra (2010) 

6.5 Livestock numbers
In 2009 there were 96,000 cattle, a decrease from 111,000 in 2000, 272,000 sheep a 
decrease from 374,700 in 2000 and 45,000 pigs down from 84,000 in 2000.

Source: Agricultural Census, Defra (2010) 

6.6 Farm labour
The number of principal farmers dropped from 3,564 in 2009 to 3,282 in 
2000, while the number of salaried managers increased from 222 to 256.The 
number of full-time workers dropped by 17 per cent from 1,113 to 926 in the 
same period. The numbers of part-time workers dropped by 2 per cent from 
572 to 563 and the number of causal/gang workers dropped by 20 per cent.

Source: Agricultural Census, Defra (2010) 

Please note: (i) Some of the Census data are estimated by Defra so may not present a 
precise assessment of agriculture within this area (ii) Data refers to commercial holdings 
only (iii) Data includes land outside of the NCA where it belongs to holdings whose centre 
point is recorded as being within the NCA. 

107. Cotswolds
Supporting documents

National Character
Area profile:



Pasque flower found as part of the limestone grassland flora.
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7. Key habitats and species

7.1 Habitat distribution/coverage 
Lowland beech and yew woodland is prominent on the skyline of the 
scarp. There are small areas of coastal and flood plain grazing marsh, and 
many areas of lowland calcareous grassland. In addition the NCA contains 
important arable habitats; these support nationally important assemblages of 
arable birds and arable plants.

Source: Cotswolds Natural Area Profile

7.2 Priority habitats
The Government’s new strategy for biodiversity in England, Biodiversity 2020, 
replaces the previous Biodiversity Action Plan (BAP) led approach. Priority 
habitats and species are identified in Biodiversity 2020, but references to 
BAP priority habitats and species, and previous national targets have been 

removed. Biodiversity Action Plans remain a useful source of guidance 
and information. More information about Biodiversity 2020 can be found 
at; www.naturalengland.org.uk/ourwork/conservation/biodiversity/
protectandmanage/englandsbiodiversitystrategy2011.aspx 

The NCA contains the following areas of mapped priority habitats (as mapped 
by National Inventories). Footnotes denote local/expert interpretation. This 
will be used to inform future national inventory updates. 

Priority habitat Area (ha) Percentage of NCA
Broadleaved mixed and yew woodland 15,937 <1
Lowland calcareous grassland 2,984 1
Coastal and flood plain grazing marsh 1,225 <1
Lowland meadows 654 <1
Lowland heathland 93 <1
Reedbeds 50 <1
Fens 26 <1
Purple moor grass and rush pasture 14 <1
Lowland dry acid grassland 6 <1

Source: Natural England (2011)

■   Maps showing locations of priority habitats are available at: 
 http://magic.defra.gov.uk select ‘Habitats and Species/Habitats’

7.3 Key species and assemblages of species
■   Maps showing locations of some key species are available at: 
 http://magic.defra.gov.uk select ‘Habitats and Species/Habitats’
■   Maps showing locations of S41 species are available at: http://data.nbn.org.uk/
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8. Settlement and development patterns 

8.1 Settlement pattern
The principal towns lie on the edge of the area. Small towns and villages lie 
at the scarp foot, in the valley bottoms or on the gentler valley sides. Small 
hamlets and isolated farmsteads are found on the higher ground. Settlements 
are linked by a complex network of roads.

Source: Cotswolds Countryside Character Area description; Countryside Quality Counts (2003)

8.2 Main settlements
The main towns are Bath, Stroud and Cirencester. The total estimated 
population for this NCA (derived from ONS 2001 census data) is: 400,892.

Source: Cotswolds Countryside Character Area description; 

Countryside Quality Counts (2003), Natural England (2012)

8.3 Local vernacular and building materials
The Cotswolds are famous for the ever-present honey-coloured oolitic 
limestone used in walls, houses, mansions and churches.

Source: Cotswolds Countryside Character Area description; Countryside Quality Counts (2003)

9. Key historic sites and features

9.1 Origin of historic features
The area has an abundance of prehistoric monuments relating to the ebb and 
flow of settlement from the Neolithic onward. The uplands were substantially 
cleared of woodland in the third millennium BC, covering the major period of 
constructing long barrows which often provided foci for communities living in 
the adjacent lowlands and vales. Extensive and abundant evidence for settlement 
in the Roman period is present, notably at Bath (Aquae Sulis) and at Cirencester - 
which took the place of Bagendon as capital (civitas) of the Dubonni tribe.

The present predominant pattern of nucleated settlement developed in the 
10th to 12th centuries, replacing an earlier more dispersed pattern of hamlets 
and farmsteads. Market centres developed in the 12th and 13th centuries, 
many, for example Stow-on-the-Wold, Moreton-in-Marsh, Chipping Campden 
and Northleach, were planned as new settlements in the 13th century.

By the late 11th century the area was extensively settled and there was little 
woodland. Much of the land was in large estates.

The 14th century witnessed abandonment and contraction of settlements, 
including some being replaced by sheep walks.

The distinctive style of the Cotswold multi-gabled manor house appeared 
during extensive rebuilding in late 16th and early 17th centuries, continuing 
after the adoption of classical styles into the mid 18th century and later.

Source: Draft Historic Profile, Cotswolds Countryside Character Area description
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An example of the locally distinctive quarried stone used for domestic architecture at 
Snowshill, Gloucestershire.
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9.2 Designated historic assets
This NCA has the following historic designations: 
■ 88 Registered Parks and Gardens covering 9,177 ha. 
■ 2 Registered Battlefields covering 412 ha. 
■ 538 Scheduled Monuments. 
■ 15,968 Listed Buildings.

Source: Natural England (2010)

More information is available at the following address:
■  www.english-heritage.org.uk/caring/heritage-at-risk/
■  www.english-heritage.org.uk/professional/protection/process/national-

heritage-list-for-england/

10. Recreation and access

10.1 Public access
■ 3 per cent of the NCA, 6,834 ha, is classified as being publically accessible.
■ There are 4,777 km of public rights of way at a density of 1.7 km per km2.
■ There are 2 National Trails within the NCA. The Cotswolds Way runs across 

most of the scarp and the Thames Path starts in the NCA.
Sources: Natural England (2010)

The following table shows the breakdown of land which is publically accessible 
in perpetuity: 

Access designation Area (ha) Percentage of NCA
National Trust (Accessible all year) 932 <1
Common Land 1,536 <1
Country Parks 81 <1
CROW Access Land (Section 4 and 16) 2,518  1
CROW Section 15 1,466 <1
Village Greens 71 <1
Doorstep Greens 2 <1
Forestry Commission Walkers Welcome Grants 2,941 1
Local Nature Reserves (LNR) 100 <1
Millennium Greens 5 <1
Accessible National Nature Reserves (NNR) 655 <1
Agri-environment Scheme Access 218 <1
Woods for People 3,903 1

Sources: Natural England (2011)

Please note:  Common Land refers to land included in the 1965 commons register; 
CROW = Countryside and Rights of Way Act 2000; OC and RCL = Open Country and 
Registered Common Land.
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Intrusion category 1960s (%) 1990s (%) 2007 (%) Percentage change (1960s-2007)
Disturbed 15 30 44 29
Undisturbed 84 69 54 -30
Urban 1 1 2 1

Sources:  CPRE (2007)

Notable trends from the 1960s to 2007 are  the increase in disturbance along 
transport routes and near settlements.

■  More information is available at the following address:
 www.cpre.org.uk/resources/countryside/tranquil-places

11. Experiential qualities

11.1 Tranquillity
Based on the CPRE map of Tranquillity (2006) a large proportion of the Cotswolds 
are tranquil, especially in the north of the area. The areas around Bath and 
smaller some settlements, and along transport routes are less tranquil.

A breakdown of tranquillity values for this NCA are detailed in the table below:
Tranquillity Score

Highest value within NCA 44

Lowest value within NCA -82

Mean value within NCA <1
Sources:  CPRE (2006)

■  More information is available at the following address:
 www.cpre.org.uk/resources/countryside/tranquil-places

11.2 Intrusion
The 2007 Intrusion Map (CPRE) shows the extent to which rural landscapes 
are ‘intruded on’ from urban development, noise (primarily traffic noise), and 
other sources of visual and auditory intrusion. This shows that a patchwork of 
areas away from settlements and transport routes are undisturbed by noise 
or light pollution.  A breakdown of intrusion values for this NCA is detailed in 
the table below.

Cotswold Lion.
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12.  Data sources

■ British Geological Survey (2006) 
■ Natural Area Profiles, Natural England (published by English Nature 1993-1998 ) 
■ Countryside Character Descriptions, Natural England (regional volumes 

published by Countryside Commission/Countryside Agency 1998/1999) 
■ Joint Character Area GIS boundaries, Natural England (data created 2001) 
■ National Parks and AONBs GIS boundaries, Natural England (2006) 
■ Heritage Coast Boundaries, Natural England (2006) 
■ Agricultural Census June Survey, Defra (2000,2009) 
■ National Forest Inventory, Forestry Commission (2011) 
■ Countryside Quality Counts Draft Historic Profiles, English Heritage (2004)* 
■ Ancient Woodland Inventory, Natural England (2003) 
■ BAP Priority Habitats GIS data, Natural England (March 2011) 
■ Special Areas of Conservation data, Natural England (data accessed in March 2011) 
■ Special Protection Areas data, Natural England (data accessed in March 2011) 
■ Ramsar sites data, Natural England (data accessed in March 2011) 
■ Sites of Special Scientific Interest, Natural England (data accessed in March 2011) 
■ Detailed River Network, Environment Agency (2008) 
■ Source protection zones, Environment Agency (2005) 
■ Registered Common Land GIS data, Natural England (2004) 
■ Open Country GIS data, Natural England (2004) 
■ Public Rights of Way Density, Defra (2011) 
■ National Trails, Natural England (2006) 

Please note all figures contained within the report have been rounded to the nearest 
unit. For this reason proportion figures will not (in all) cases add up to 100%.
The convention <1 has been used to denote values less than a whole unit.

■ National Tranquillity Mapping data, CPRE (2007) 
■ Intrusion map data, CPRE (2007) 
■ Registered Battlefields, English Heritage (2005) 
■ Record of Scheduled Monuments, English Heritage (2006) 
■ Registered Parks and Gardens, English Heritage (2006) 
■ World Heritage Sites, English Heritage (2006) 
■ Incorporates Historic Landscape Characterisation and work for preliminary 

Historic Farmstead Character Statements (English Heritage/Countryside 
Agency 2006)
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LVIA at Horsley, Gloucestershire                 May 2018 
LC-360_Horsley_LVIA_5_110518WE.docx 

© Lepus Consulting for Horsley Parish Council 

Appendix H 
 
Cotswolds Landscape Character Assessment (2004) 

 
  



Key Characteristics
• Steep sided, concave narrow valleys with upper

sections forming an abrupt break of slope with 
the High Wold and High Wold Dip-Slope;

• strong sense of enclosure;

• predominantly pastoral land use with scattered areas 
of arable land enclosed by a network of hedgerow
boundaries;

• relatively well wooded with deciduous species
predominating, with a large proportion of ancient
woodland;

• stonewalls are common features within the valley
bottom, particularly surrounding settlements;

• sequence of settlements along the valley bottoms 
and sides resulting in a settled character;

• close proximity of large urban areas beyond the AONB
boundary;

• strong evidence of industrial past from communications
infrastructure and mill development confined primarily
to valley floors;

• areas of development dominate the valley floor and
sides with significant urban influence from surrounding
settlements;

• extensive road network within the majority of valleys
connecting settlements and areas within the valleys to
the High Wold; and

• isolated and deeply rural character in remoter tributary
valleys.
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5B Frome Golden Valley and Stroud
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Landscape Character
The Settled Valleys comprise an area of relatively narrow,
high sided valleys of the River Frome and its tributaries
which dissect the High Wold and High Wold Dip-Slope.
Along the valley floor the urban settlements, which
originated at river crossing points, have now merged 
to form a dense ribbon of urban development with
scattered industrial sections, although these primarily occur
on the outer edges of the AONB with dispersed villages
and hamlets being located within the designated area. 
The textile and woollen mills associated with the area’s
industrial past are located within the valleys, primarily 
due to the occurrence of running water in close proximity
of sheep rearing areas, providing optimum conditions for
wool and cloth production. These distinctive buildings with
their chimneys often dominating the urban skyline, are 
a landmark in the landscape. Development extending 
up the valley sides in terraces, and communication routes
concentrated on the valley floor, are characteristic of 
this landscape. 

This is a contrasting landscape with areas that are highly
developed and others that remain inaccessible and are
dominated by farmed or parkland landscapes, increasing
pressure for development to extend into such areas from
surrounding urban centres. Pastoral land dominates the
valley sides interspersed with scattered areas of scrub,
rough pasture and arable land. Woodlands dominated by
deciduous species cling to the valley sides creating a sense
of enclosure in smaller tributary valleys and combine with
the hedgerow network to create, in areas, a relatively well
wooded character. 

Physical Influences
The alternating geological layers of limestone, Fuller’s Earth,
mudstone and alluvial clay have been eroded by the rivers
flowing along the valley to form distinctive concave narrow
valleys. Where the resistant Oolitic Limestone forms the
valley sides, distinctive steep upper slopes have formed.
Capping the top of the valley sides is a combination of
Fuller’s Earth and Limestone that extends to underlie the
surrounding High Wold landscape. 

The incised valleys, which dissect the High Wold and 
High Wold Dip-Slope, are cut by the River Frome and 
its tributaries. The River flows in a westerly direction to
converge with the Slad Brook, outside of the AONB and
drain into the Severn Valley. A number of tributaries feed
into the river from surrounding hills. The valley sides are
typically 200m AOD in height with a narrow valley floor
that drops to around 60m AOD along the course of the
River. 

Soils derived from the underlying geology have given 
rise to a combination of materials including a sticky wet
soil from the Fuller’s Earth, often marked by patches of
woodland and delicate, thin, light calcareous loams from
the Oolitic Limestone which are particularly suitable to
permanent pasture. However, during the last century the
light soils have been able to accommodate conversion to
arable land through agricultural improvements and the
increased use of fertilisers. 

The location of Fuller’s Earth within the Settled Valleys has
lead to the establishment of woodland blocks, which in
areas are quite substantial in size and extend for the
length of the valley. A pattern of woodland that responds
to the landform prevails, with the majority of plantations
dominated by broadleaved species, although a number of
coniferous blocks are scattered throughout the valleys. A
large proportion of the woodland is ancient woodland. 

Land use within the valleys is dominated by pasture, with
areas of both improved and rough pasture with some
scrub encroachment. Areas of mesotrophic and calcareous
grassland are mainly confined to steeper valley slopes with
scattered areas also found on lower slopes. Field sizes vary,
although they are generally smaller on the lower slopes
and valley bottom and larger on the upper slopes and
valley tops. Interspersed with woodland on the upper
slopes, are extensive areas of horse pasture, which has
resulted in the poaching of many fields. Enclosing the field
pattern is a network of hedgerows with many hedgerow
trees, creating a well wooded character when extending
from woodland blocks. Whilst stonewalls are a common
feature along the valley bottoms surrounding settlements,
there are generally less frequent on the valley sides. 

Human Influences
In common with other parts of the Cotswolds, it is likely
that there has been continuous human habitation within
the valleys since the prehistoric period. The suitability of 
the lower valley sides for cultivation, the sheltered location,
and a plentiful supply of water would have been attractive
to early man. However, the main evidence of human
occupation are the remnants of industrialisation and the
significant influences that occurred during the 18th to 20th
centuries which are likely to have masked any remnants 
of pre industrial settlement and land use. They include the
early communications infrastructure of the railways and
canals and the distinctive vernacular architecture of the
textile industry; the large mills and chimneys; and the rows
of terraced housing. The valleys and plentiful supply of



running water leant itself naturally to the production of
woollen cloth, water being used to power mills and in
many cloth manufacturing processes. The close proximity
of Fuller’s Earth also assisted in the development of the
woollen industry as it was used as an agent for cleansing
wool and felting cloth, activities undertaken at fulling mills.
The weaving industry within the area evolved throughout
the period between the Middle Ages and the 19th century.
Although originally people exploited the water power of
the rivers, particularly in the steep side valleys, coal became
an increasingly important source of energy, and resulted in
factories being concentrated in the main valley floor where
major transportation routes were developed and the
existing labour force could be exploited. 

The urban landscapes generated by the process of
industrialisation are one of the special and significant
features of these valleys. Urban areas, which were
confined by topography, tended to grow along the
bottoms of the valleys and have encroached into the
edges of the character type. This has resulted in both
dispersed villages and hamlets primarily linear in form,
although they are also radial and organic along the valley
floor in streamside locations. Whilst once confined to such
locations, development can now also be found on the
valley sides. Associated with a number of settlements 
are the mill buildings, although many of them have 
now become redundant or have been converted to 
new uses, including houses, workshops and offices. 

Connecting settlements along the valley floor is a road
network of both major and minor roads. Whilst the main
roads are confined for the majority of their length to the
bottom of the valley, the minor road network extends along
the lower slopes and in areas as far as the upper valley
slopes and onto the High Wold. A number of small tributary

valleys are inaccessible except on foot. The network of
footpaths, however, is extensive within the Settled Valleys
providing access to what would appear to be remote areas.

Character Areas
5A
Nailsworth

This is the largest of the Character Areas within the Settled
Valleys Landscape Type, located to the south of Stroud
and centred around the settlement of Nailsworth, located
outside the AONB boundary. Four small tributary valleys
adjoin the main valley around Nailsworth, which then flow
into the River Frome at Stroud.

The valley slopes are dominated by pastoral land with 
only scattered areas under arable production. Fields are
enclosed mainly by hedgerow boundaries, although stone
walls become frequent features around settlements on 
the valley floor. Woodland within the valleys is extensive,
particularly in smaller tributary valleys and consists mainly
of ancient deciduous species, although large areas of
coniferous plantation can be found within Woodchester
Park, an area owned by the National Trust. Four lakes
have been created within the valley bottom in
Woodchester Park, their waters discharging into the main
valley, north of Nailsworth. Whilst larger woodland blocks
predominate on the valley bottom, they frequently extend
up the valley slopes, although it is smaller woodland
copses that dominate the upper slopes. Small areas of
calcareous and mesotrophic grassland can be found within
the valleys, and despite the majority of areas being located
on the upper valley slopes adjacent to areas of the High
Wold, limited areas can be found in the valley bottom
south of Box and around Newmarket. 

Development within the Nailsworth Character Area is
located mainly along the valley bottom, although in areas
it has extended up the valley sides to join areas of the
High Wold, particularly around Houndscroft, St Chloe, Box
and Avening. The settlement of Minchinhampton located
within the High Wold also extends beyond the Character
Type and onto the upper slopes of the Settled Valley, east
of Box. The extension of the settlement mainly in a linear
form along the valley bottoms and up the valley slopes,
along with scattered dwellings and small villages has
resulted in the main valley and a number of smaller
tributary valleys being extensively developed. Although
large proportions of development have traditional
characteristics, the close proximity of large urban centres
has had a significant influence and many dwellings are
modern in character. A significant built element in the
landscape, and a clear indication of the valley’s industrial
past, is Longfords Mill. Records indicate that a mill was 
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on this site from c1300 and that both fulling and corn
grinding were being carried out here by the mid
seventeenth century. The existing mill complex, which is
dominated by a tall stone chimney and four storey mill
buildings, is currently being converted to luxury flats. 

A number of ‘B’ roads, confined mainly to the valley
bottoms, connect development along the valleys. A large
number of smaller roads also extend up the valley sides, 
and in places onto the valley tops and High Wold, beyond
the area. There is a limited section of the A46 south of
Nailsworth, the only ‘A’ road within the area which extends
from the town centre up the valley slope to the High Wold.
Whilst the majority of tributary valleys are highly accessible,
the two valleys west of Nailsworth containing Woodchester
Park and Bowlas Wood and High Wood cannot be accessed
by any public roads. In contrast, the footpath network
within the valleys is generally extensive. However, the area
around Woodchester Park has no public rights of way.   

5B
Frome Golden Valley and Stroud

The Frome and Golden Valley Character Area is the most
northern of the Settled Valleys and is located to the south
east of Stroud. 

Land use within the valley is again dominated by pastoral
land with limited areas under arable production. Areas of
common land can also be found on upper slopes along with
evidence of horse pasture that has lead to poaching in a
number of areas. Although limited, there are scattered areas
of calcareous and mesotrophic grassland mainly along the
valley tops with a number of areas on lower slopes. Fields
are enclosed by both hedgerow and stonewall boundaries
with common land frequently having no boundary
elements. Moderately sized deciduous woodland blocks, 
a significant number of which are ancient, such as those at

Far Thrup and on the southern slopes of the Golden Valley
at Chalford and Brownshill, are scattered along the valley,
both on the upper slopes and along the course of the River.

Development within the valley is extensive, although is
partially absorbed in areas by scattered trees and
woodland. The valley sides below Rodborough Common
are dominated by ad hoc squatter development and
modern housing development connected by meandering
minor roads. At Burleigh, Brimscombe and Chalford,
development can also be seen to extend up the valley
sides onto areas of the High Wold, and again is connected
by a significant number of minor roads cutting across the
valley sides. A combination of both modern and Victorian
development dominates settlement on the valley sides. 

The main communication routes are confined to the valley
bottom and include the A419, railway and River Frome.
Mill buildings located along the valley floor also illustrate
the use of the valley as an important resource in past
years. Canals are also a feature of note within the valley.
Those running through the Golden Valley to the Severn
date to the mid to late 18th century, the earliest canal
constructed being the Kemmett Canal from Framilode to
near Stonehouse (built between 1759 and 1763). This was
superseded by the Stroudwater Canal, built between 1775
and 1779, and linking Framilode to the Wallbridge lock
near Stroud.

The construction of the Thames and Severn Canal linked
the Wallbridge lock eastwards to the Inglesham Lock near
Cirencester, hence providing the link between the Thames
and Severn Rivers. This canal extended through the
Golden Valley to the Daneway where 28 locks over seven
miles took vessels to the Sapperton Tunnel, which provide
a navigable route through the ‘high ground’ between the
Severn and the Thames systems. This eastern section of
the canal within the Upper Frome Valley, including the
Sapperton tunnel, is located in Landscape Character Area
8A (Toadsmoor, Holy Brook and Upper Frome Valleys),
forming part of the sequence of High Wold Valleys. 
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Appendix I 
 

Stroud DC - Landscape Character Assessment (2000) 
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Cotswolds AONB Landscape Strategy and Guidelines 
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Adopted June 2016 

Character Areas 
 

Key Features  

 
5A Nailsworth 
 
5B Frome Golden Valley and Stroud 
 
 
 
 
 

x Steep sided, concave, narrow valleys with upper sections 
forming an abrupt break of slope with the High Wold and 
High Wold Dip-Slope indicating the nature of the underlying 
geology and weathering processes. 

 
x Strong sense of enclosure provided by the steep-sided valley 

profile and presence of woodland. 
 

x Predominantly pastoral land use with scattered areas of 
arable land enclosed by a network of hedgerow boundaries 
providing a rural backdrop to urban forms. 

 
x Relatively well wooded with deciduous species 

predominating, with a large proportion of ancient woodland. 
Woodlands provide a textural backdrop to urban areas and 
important refuges for urban wildlife. 

 
x Stone walls are common features within the valley bottoms 

particularly surrounding settlements and create distinctive 
field patterns. 

 
x Sequence of settlements along the valley bottoms and 

sides resulting in a settled character. Historic associations 
with industrial period apparent, with terraces of houses following 
contours close to the sites of mills. 

 
x Close proximity of large urban areas beyond the AONB 

boundary have a strong influence on the wider landscape 
adding to its ‘developed’ character.  

 

x Strong evidence of industrial past from communications 
infrastructure and mills and stone built civic buildings confined 
primarily to valley floors. 

 
x Extensive road network within the majority of valleys 

connecting settlements and areas within the valleys to the High 
Wold, and extending suburban influences into the wider 
landscape. 

 
x Isolated and deeply rural character survives in remoter 

tributary valleys. 
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Summary description 
The Settled Valleys comprise areas of relatively narrow, high-sided valleys with steep upper slopes forming an 
abrupt break of slope with the High Wold and High Wold Dip-Slope. Land use is predominantly pastoral with 
scattered areas of arable, mainly enclosed by a network of hedgerow boundaries.  
 
Stone walls are confined mainly to the valley bottoms, particularly surrounding settlements. Significant areas 
of development dominate the valley floors and extend up the valley sides in terraces, lending these areas a 
particularly urban character. 
 
 Evidence of a strong industrial past, including communications, infrastructure and mill development, is 
confined to the valley floors. An extensive road network within the majority of the valleys connect the 
settlements with the High Wold above. 
 
 
Landscape Sensitivity 
The settled valleys are under particular pressure from the outward expansion of existing urban areas onto the 
steep, highly visible valley sides. Such development would detract from the characteristic wooded, rural 
backdrop of valley towns and their typical linear form. The valleys are also sensitive to the coalescence of 
settlements along the valley floor, resulting in the loss of their distinctive identity. 
Despite the close proximity of large urban areas, some valleys retain an isolated rural character. The remoter 
sections of these valleys are highly sensitive to change that would compromise their intrinsic 
secluded character.  
 
Valley settlements are also sensitive to the ongoing loss of features of industrial heritage interest. Disused mill 
buildings and chimney stacks are striking landmark features that contribute to their character and local 
identity. 
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 New Development 
5.1 Development, expansion and 

infilling of settlements, including 
residential, retail, industrial leisure 
etc, along the valleys including 
expansion up the valley slopes 
 
 
 

x Expansion of valley settlements onto the highly visible valley sides, which 
would require significant amounts of terracing 

x Encroachment of built development into the valleys intruding into the 
landscape. 

x Erosion of distinctive form, scale and character of smaller settlements 
including their relationship to the landscape. 

x Loss of distinctive valley settlement identity due to settlement growth and 
coalescence and the development of ‘rural sprawl’. 

x Proliferation of suburban building styles, housing estate layout and 
materials and the introduction of ornamental garden plants and boundary 
features. 

x Spread of lit elements up the valley slopes 
x Potential for glint from buildings, particularly on hillsides. 
x Increased urbanisation of the valley floor 
x Increase in noise pollution and loss of tranquillity 
x Upgrading of rural lanes in areas of new development and the 

introduction of suburbanising features such as mini roundabouts, street 
lighting, highway fencing and kerbs, traffic calming at village entrances. 

x Degradation of the views to and from the valley sides and rim. 
x Urban fringe impacts such as fly tipping and dumping of vehicles 
x Loss of meadows and riverine habitat 
x Loss of archaeological and historical features, field patterns and 

landscapes. 
x Interruption, weakening or loss of the historic character of settlements 

and the historic context in how they have expanded, especially the 
importance of the relationship between the historic core of the settlement 
and surviving historic features such as churchyards, manor houses, 
historic farms, pre-enclosure paddocks and closes 

x Maintain the tranquil, secluded and often remote and sparsely settled 
character of the Settled Valleys 

x Maintain the open, undeveloped slopes of the valleys 
x Conserve the characteristic remote rural areas within the Settled Valleys. 
x Identify and maintain key views to and from the existing settlements 
x Avoid development that will intrude negatively into the landscape and 

cannot be successfully mitigated, for example, extensions to settlements 
onto the valley sides. 

x New development should be concentrated within existing built-up areas, 
and be of a density reflecting the characteristic linear settlement forms 

x Ensure new development is proportionate and does not overwhelm the 
existing settlement 

x Conserve pattern of settlements fringing the lower slopes and their existing 
relationship to landform. 

x Ensure that new development does not adversely affect settlement 
character and form  

x Avoid developments incorporating standardised development layout, 
suburban style lighting, construction details and materials that cumulatively 
can lead to the erosion of peaceful rural landscape character. 

x Avoid cramming development right up to the boundaries resulting in hard 
suburban style edge to the settlement. 

x Control the proliferation of suburban building styles and materials. Refer to 
Stroud DC Design Statements 

x Restore existing stone and old brick buildings within settlements in 
preference to new built development. 

x Promote the use of local stone and building styles in the construction of 
new buildings and extensions to existing dwellings.  (New buildings should, 
at least, respect local vernacular style). 

x Existing buildings should be carefully conserved and where converted to 
new uses buildings must retain their historic integrity and functional 
character. Sound conservation advice and principles must be sought and 
implemented. Refer to the Stroud Industrial Heritage Conservation Area 
documentation. 

x Conserve dark stretches of the valleys and valley slopes forming the 
backdrop to settlements 

x Adopt measures to minimise and where possible reduce light pollution. 
x Avoid development that may restrict or obscure views to the upper valley 

slopes and rims and distinctive features.. 
x Conserve the rural character of the road network. 
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x Promote initiatives that remove heritage assets from ’at risk’ status in the 

Heritage at Risk Register  
x Avoid proposals that result in the loss of archaeological and historical 

features or that impact on the relationship of the settlement and its links 
with surviving historical features. 

x Ensure the historic character and context are included in Neighbourhood 
Plans 

x Identify key viewpoints to, from and along the valleys 
x Create new woodlands that link to existing valley slope woodlands  to 

counteract the impact of intrusive or degraded urban edges.  
x Plant trees and hedges within and around new development to reduce 

impact on the landscape and for Green Infrastructure ideally in advance of 
the development taking place. 

x Retain existing trees, hedges etc as part of the scheme for green 
infrastructure and to reflect the former landscape, historic field patterns etc. 

x Consider the impact on local Public Rights of Way as settlements expand 
and take into account any required improvements 

x Ensure development proposals safeguard and provide new links and 
enhancements to the Public Rights of Way network. 

 
 

5.2 Isolated development such as new 
single dwellings and conversion of 
farm buildings on the mid valley 
slopes that might compromise rural 
landscape character between 
areas of settlement 

x Visual intrusions introduced to the landscape  
x Loss of green space between built up areas on the valley slopes that 

often provide a green backdrop to settlements on the valley floor 
x Upgrading of minor roads and lanes in areas of new development and 

introduction of suburbanising features such as street lighting. 
x Introduction of ‘lit’ elements to characteristically dark valley slopes, 

particularly between areas of existing settlement/development. 
x Potential for glint from buildings. 
x Erosion of distinctive dispersed settlement character on the valley slopes. 
x Perpetuation of inappropriate uncharacteristic buildings which do not 

enhance landscape character 
x Suburbanisation and domestication of agricultural landscape by the 

introduction of gardens e.g ornamental garden plants and boundary 
features, garden sheds, gateways, parking areas and conversion of 
tracks to manicured drives and ornamental gateways 

x Appearance and proliferation of stables and ‘white tape’ field boundaries 
for horses and ponies – see section 5.9. below 

x Loss of tranquillity and sense of seclusion 

x Avoid development that will intrude negatively into the landscape and 
cannot be successfully mitigated against. 

x Protect unlit stretches of the valleys 
x Retain the sense of openness and consider the impact of built 

development on views to and from valley floor and between the valley 
sides. 

x Oppose new housing in the rural landscapes of the valleys (unless special 
circumstances apply in accordance with Paragraph 55 of the NPPF and 
development conserves and enhances the AONB as required by the 
CRoW Act 2000 

x Avoid conversion of isolated farm buildings. 
x Conserve the distinctive rural and dispersed settlement pattern. 
x Conserve distinctive rural / agricultural landscapes that fringes and forms a 

backdrop to settlements on the lower valley slopes and valley floor. 
x Restore existing stone farm buildings and structures in preference to new 

built development. 
x Existing buildings should be carefully conserved and where converted to 

new uses buildings must retain their historic integrity and functional 
character. Sound conservation advice and principles must be sought and 
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implemented 

x Maintain the sense of openness and consider the impact of built 
development on views to the valley sides from the valley floor and across 
the valley, including the impact of cumulative development. 

x Control the proliferation of suburban building styles and materials. Refer to 
Stroud DC Design Statements 

x Landscaping schemes accompanying development should encourage the 
planting of appropriately sized native trees, shrubs and traditional fruit 
varieties, whilst discouraging large alien tree species such as eucalypts 
and conifers and inappropriate forms and cultivars of native species, 
particularly on fringes of open countryside 

x Respect traditional position of agricultural buildings and their relationship to 
the surrounding land 

5.3 Conversion of traditional farm 
buildings to new uses  
 
Deterioration in condition of 
vernacular farm buildings 
 

x Erosion of distinctive features and loss of Cotswold character. 
x Domestication or industrialisation of existing agricultural vernacular and 

character 
x Loss of locally historic features and erosion of the integrity of the historic 

landscape 
x Loss of historic features/character of distinctive buildings if converted to 

uses requiring inappropriate interventions to historic fabric and form. 
x Introduction or expansion of lit elements in the valleys 
x Loss and erosion of Farmstead Character and how the buildings relate to 

the surrounding landscape and agricultural landuse 
x Decline in quality of landscape 

x Conserve vernacular farm buildings for their own sake and/or by 
developing other options for their use whilst retaining their agricultural 
character 

x Where converted to new uses buildings must retain their historic integrity 
and functional character. Sound conservation advice and principles must 
be sought and implemented 

x New uses should not prejudice the effective operation of the farm 
enterprise. 

x Avoid inappropriate new uses that necessitate excessive loss of original 
historic features, or introduce elements that expand domestication or 
industrialisation 

x Discourage the conversion of farm buildings to a function with a limited life 
span and seek to prevent follow-on conversions e.g. for housing. 

x Respect traditional position of agricultural buildings and their relationship to 
the surrounding land. 

x Stabilise historic buildings and undertake localised scrub and woodland 
clearance to enhance their landscape setting and increase the contribution 
they make to landscape character. 

x Ensure best practice is followed for the protection of species associated 
with farm buildings e.g. bats 

x Promote examples of good practice 
 

5.4 Solar Farms  
 
 

x Industrialisation of the rural landscape 
x Change of character due to colour and texture and heliographic glint 
x Loss of seasonal change in the landscape 
x Loss of characteristic pastoral landscape 
x Damage to and loss of landscape features such as trees, walls and 

x Prevent proposals for solar farms that will impact negatively on landscape 
character and/or intrude into views across or along the valleys 

x Avoid proposals that will result in the loss or harm to landscape features 
such as hedgerows and walls 

x Ensure a comprehensive LVIA is undertaken (including potential 
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hedgerows. 

x Concealment of geomorphological or archaeological features 
x Impact of supporting infrastructure such as buildings and cables, 

roadways, security fencing, CCTV masts and lighting. 
x Decline in quality of landscape 

cumulative effects) 
x Ensure a glint/glare assessment is undertaken to determine the 

heliographic impact on receptors. 
x Reduce landscape impact with appropriate screening 
x Bury cables underground and seek opportunities to bury existing power 

lines 
x Keep supporting infrastructure to a minimum and ensure it is in keeping 

with landscape character 
x Ensure removal and restoration of temporary construction access. 
x Avoid the inclusion of any security lighting proposals 
x Seek appropriate landscape enhancement to field boundaries and margins 

within solar farm development proposals. 
x Promote the use of roof space for photovoltaic panels particularly on 

modern farm and industrial buildings 
5.5 Introduction of vertical elements 

such as communication masts, 
wind turbines, electricity pylons and 
large road signs, particularly on 
valley sides and skylines. 

x Introduction of visually intrusive ‘urban’ or industrial features, particularly 
to the valley slopes, forming the backdrop to settlements  

x Loss of open character and ‘natural’ appearance 
x Introduction of unnatural movement and loss of tranquillity 
x Intrusion on the setting of scheduled monuments, listed buildings and 

designed landscapes 
x Breaking up of valley skyline  
x Impact on views to and from the valley slopes and along the valleys 

x Conserve the often open character of the valleys by objecting to the 
development of vertical elements on the skyline or where these would 
adversely affect views to and from the valley slopes and along the valleys. 

x Ensure the development of vertical elements in neighbouring areas do not 
adversely affect views to or from the valley slopes or along the valleys 

x Ensure alternative options have been fully considered 
x Minimise impact by locating new communication masts on existing 

structures or by using existing masts 
x Set masts against trees 
x Bury cables underground and seek opportunities to bury existing cabling 
x Avoid use of visually prominent urban security fencing and CCTV masts. 
x Consider other renewable energy  and communication technologies 
x Ensure full assessment of heritage setting impacts and appropriate 

measures undertaken 
x Seek to minimise size and number of road signs 

5.6 Licensed Waste disposal such as 
land-fill and waste recycling 
operations including composting 

x Degradation of landscape character and wildlife habitats. 
x Loss of tranquillity due to noise, dust and vehicle movements 
x Unpleasant smells from composting 
x Loss of biodiversity and geological features 
 

x Avoid strategic waste disposal proposals within or adjacent to the AONB. 
x Avoid importing waste into the AONB 
x Ensure small scale local waste disposal operations continue to operate 

with minimal impact 
x Support proposals for local waste recycling that do not impact on 

landscape character or tranquillity and reduce vehicle movement, 
especially distance travelled 

 
5.7 Licensed spreading of waste on 

agricultural land  
x Change in colour in the landscape. 
x Unpleasant smells 
x Potential impact on watercourses or aquifer 

x Avoid spreading waste across or adjacent to public rights of way, in close 
proximity to settlements or where it may impact on biodiversity or water 
courses. 
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x Avoid storage (e.g. sewage waste heaps) adjacent to public rights of way 

and roads 
x Ensure swift incorporation 

5.8 Illegal waste disposal/fly tipping 
 
 

x Unsightly intrusion into the landscape 
x Loss of biodiversity 
x Blocking of gateways, laybys and areas of road verge by fly tipping 
x Pollution of watercourses and aquifer 
x Loose waste material blowing around and catching on hedges, trees etc. 

x Protect former quarries from fly tipping 
x Seek swift removal of fly tipping 
x Prosecute landowners who allow or turn a ‘blind eye’ to unlicensed waste 

disposal 
x Remove blown material from hedges, trees and road verges. 

5.9 Proliferation and concentration of 
equestrian establishments. 

x Proliferation of stables and other visual clutter such as ribbon fences, 
jumps, horse boxes, shelters, manège and lighting associated with 
‘horsiculture’.  

x Creation of paddocks by sub-dividing fields using non-characteristic field 
boundary treatments such as post and rail fence or ribbon fences 

x Erosion of the often secluded and open landscape character of the 
valleys 

x Deterioration in pasture quality and over grazing 
x Pressure to provide new housing for staff and owners 
x Creation of surfaced tracks, new and enlarged field entrances and 

parking areas for cars and horse boxes etc. 
x Excessive use of local roads and paths by horses as no direct or close 

connections to bridleways etc. 
x Increase in vehicle movements and roadside parking and conflict with 

other road users 
x Damage to road verges. 

x Avoid the creation of horse paddocks in visually prominent valley locations. 
x Take into account proximity to Bridleways etc 
x Where possible, existing buildings should be utilised and new stables and 

other structures kept to a minimum. 
x Ensure all new ventures provide accommodation within new stable 

buildings and proposals for separate isolated housing should be resisted 
x New structures should be carefully sited and designed to minimize their 

impact on the landscape.  Wherever possible they should be located close 
to existing buildings.  They should be constructed from appropriate 
vernacular materials and should follow the form of the landscape, avoiding 
prominent skyline sites and slopes 

x Jumps, temporary fences and other equipment should be well maintained 
and removed when not in use. 

x Any lighting should be designed to minimise light pollution, e.g. low level 
and directed downwards and fitted with timers. 

x The creation of horse paddocks in visually prominent locations such a 
roadside and valley side locations should be avoided. 

x Oppose change of use for the ‘keeping of horses’ in visually prominent 
locations. 

x A concentration of horse paddocks and associated structures in any one 
area can have a cumulative harmful impact on landscape character and 
should be avoided 

x Where pastures need to be subdivided into smaller paddocks, temporary 
electric fencing is better than more permanent structures and offers greater 
flexibility in pasture management. Post and rail should be avoided. 

x Encourage the use of olive green tape,  wider spacing of fence posts etc  
x Historic field boundaries, such as hedges, walls and fences should be 

maintained or extended, and new boundaries should match the local 
vernacular wherever possible.   

x Retain existing hedgerow trees and tag or plant new hedgerow trees 
x Ensure authorisation is obtained from the highway authority for new gates 

or stiles on public rights of way. 
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x In some instances, hedges and dry stone walls may need protection by 

fencing to prevent damage 
x Jumps, temporary fences and other equipment should be well maintained 

and removed when not in use. 
x Existing gates and access points should be retained if possible, and new 

gates should match the local vernacular. 
x Historic features, including ridge and furrow pastures, stone troughs and 

stone stiles, should be protected from damage by equestrian uses. 
x Promote Board guidance on good practice. 
 

5.10 Road upgrading and 
improvements, especially 
of minor country roads, as a 
result of development or general 
improvement schemes. 

x Introduction of suburban features such as mini roundabouts, lighting, 
kerbs and traffic calming measures.  

x Use of inappropriate materials (e.g. standard highway fences and 
barriers) 

x Loss of roadside hedges and walls 
x Loss of verge/roadside habitat 

x Refer to DMRB Vol 10 for general environmental design guidance. 
x Conserve the rural character of the local road network  
x Avoid the upgrading of tracks or creation of roads, particularly on the mid 

and upper slopes. 
x Resist the construction of ‘village gateways’, particularly those which are 

inappropriate and out of character 
x Minimise the use of road markings, permanent signage and lighting, siting 

them with care and ensuring that they are in keeping with their 
surroundings wherever possible whilst fulfilling road safety requirements. 

x Avoid making over-large and inappropriate entrances and keep visibility 
splays to a minimum 

x Promote design and materials appropriate to local character. 
x Produce guidance on design and suitable materials. 
x Promote use of ‘shared space’ for traffic calming measures in villages. 
x Seek opportunities to conserve and enhance roadside boundaries and 

habitats and their long-term management.  
x Promote road verge protection and management 

5.11 Excessive traffic and/or speed on 
minor local roads and lanes. 
 
Increase in size of vehicles using 
narrow lanes 

x Pressure to improve roads by widening and straightening. 
x Loss of tranquillity and danger to walkers/riders and other non-motorised 

users. 
x Damage to verges and roadside boundaries by vehicles 

x Promote traffic restriction measures such as lorry routing maps. 
x Maintain or reinstate rural character within settlements by promoting 

shared space and road design to slow and minimise traffic impact 
x Apply national guidance on rural speed restrictions in sensitive areas (DfT 

Circular 01/2013 especially Para 128) 
x Ensure traffic management measures reflect the character and materials of 

the area. 
x Encourage use of public transport, car sharing etc 
x Encourage cycling on safe routes 
x Promote road verge protection and management 
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5.12 Dereliction and loss of 

old mills, associated structures and 
landscape features such as mill 
races, aqueducts etc of industrial 
heritage interest. 

x Loss of important landmark features and features characteristic of the 
area’s industrial heritage. 

x Loss of industrial heritage and historic character 
x Erosion of the historic character of the landscape and important links to 

the area’s industrial past. 
 

x Promote the conservation and/or encourage the restoration of existing 
stone buildings and industrial buildings of historic or heritage interest in 
preference to new built development where appropriate. 

x Stabilise ruins and enhance their immediate setting to increase the 
contribution they make to local landscape character. 

x Ensure conservation-led regeneration of historic industrial sites to find new 
uses compatible with retaining and conserving their historic character and 
associated features that tell the story of the area’s industrial past. 

x Take into account access and potential traffic generation when considering 
the conversion of mills to new visitor uses and local industries. 

x Convert and manage buildings and landscape features of industrial 
heritage interest. Where converted to new uses buildings must retain their 
historic integrity and functional character. Sound conservation advice and 
principles must be sought and implemented. 

x Avoid new uses that necessitate excessive loss of original historic features 
or introduce elements that expand domestication or industrialisation. 

x Landscaping schemes should reflect landscape character and the 
relationship of the mill building to the landscape and to its associated 
features. 

x Conserve historic features. 
x Conserve and enhance mill races, mill ponds, leats, meadows and other 

industrial heritage landscape features recognising and enhancing their 
nature conservation interest. 

x Ensure best practice is followed for the protection of species associated 
with old industrial buildings and mills e.g bats, otters and native crayfish. 

 
5.13 Restoration and subsequent 

recreational use of the Cotswold 
Canals 

x Visual impact of realigned sections of canal on the AONB 
x Introduction of noise and movement into currently tranquil sections of the 

Settled Valley 
x Increased recreational use of canal path and surrounding area. 
x Loss of habitats in and alongside abandoned canal 
x Loss of industrial archaeology features 
x Pressure for further development alongside/associated with the restored 

canal. 

x Ensure canal restoration brings substantial net benefits for the landscape 
and its appreciation and is designed to conserve and enhance the 
character of the landscape. 

x Pre-empt recreational increase by ensuring the rights of way network is in 
good condition, using appropriate materials and design of gates etc. 

x Restrict vehicular access within tranquil sections of the canal corridor and 
promote alternative means of access. 

x Ensure habitats are conserved and appropriately managed, including any 
off-line habitat creation if appropriate 

x Conserve archaeological features as far as possible 
x Ensure further development linked to the restoration of the canal  does not 

adversely impact on the AONB 
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 Land use 
5.14 Agricultural intensification and in 

particular intensification of cattle 
grazing and farm amalgamation. 

x Construction of large scale industrial style agricultural ‘sheds’, silos and 
AD plants in prominent locations 

x Introduction of industrial elements into the valleys 
x Conversion of farm outbuildings and field barns to recreational or 

business uses 
x Removal of semi-natural vegetation and poor maintenance of and 

subsequent loss of field boundaries 
x Loss of areas of ancient broadleaved woodland and species rich 

grasslands due to agricultural improvement. 
x Eutrophication of water courses from farm run off resulting in a decline in 

biodiversity of riverine habitats. 
x Increased risk of flooding from agricultural run off. 
x Localised poaching of wet riverside pastures by sustained grazing of 

large herds. 
x Increased conversion of pasture to arable land, mainly on the lower 

slopes. 
x Woodland creation on permanent pasture. 
x Degradation and loss of hedgerows and dry stone walls and increased 

use of post and wire fencing. 
x Abandonment of permanent pasture on the valley slopes and resulting 

spread of scrub and secondary woodland on otherwise open slopes. 
x Damage to and loss of archaeological sites and field monuments from 

conversion of pasture to arable and from intensification of grazing. 
x Move towards arable production on small mixed farms resulting in the 

removal or degradation of hedgerows, walls and/ or loss of former 
pasture. 

x Field amalgamation along the valley bottoms and loss of hedgerows in 
favour of post and wire fences  

x Loss of Farmstead character 
x Introduction or expansion of lit elements in the characteristically dark 

landscape 
x Increased damage to roads, road verges, dry stone walls and hedges 

from large machinery 
x Pressure to upgrade lanes or create new access tracks in the valleys, 

particularly on the valley slopes 
x Increased width of gateways into fields 

x Conserve the open and often remote and secluded  character of the 
valleys particularly areas of open pastoral landscape 

x Ensure that new farm buildings including silos and AD plants etc do not 
have an adverse visual impact on the wider landscape and views 

x Maintain the appearance and characteristic of isolated farmsteads and 
oppose proposals that will become dominant in the landscape 

x Provide advice to farmers on the siting of new buildings, lighting, colour 
etc. 

x Encourage the mitigation of existing large agricultural buildings e.g by 
limited tree planting. 

x Encourage the installation of PV on the roofs of new agricultural buildings, 
avoiding risk of glint/glare. 

x Seek to conserve traditional farm buildings. 
x Respect traditional position of agricultural buildings and their relationship to 

the surrounding land. 
x Conserve characteristically dark stretches of the valleys 
x Encourage small-scale mixed farming and encourage woodland and 

boundary management. 
x Encourage initiatives that seek to restore or enhance the quality of 

watercourses and their habitats. Including low intensity grazing along 
riverside meadows and the creation of buffer zones. 

x Monitor river nutrient levels. 
x Avoid the conversion of pasture to arable particularly where archaeological 

sites/field monuments may be lost or damaged. leads to fragmentation of 
grassland or potential contamination of water courses/aquifer 

x Protect remnant areas of ancient woodland, species rich grassland and 
ancient/veteran trees 

x Encourage low intensity grazing along riverside meadows. 
x Encourage low intensity grazing or restrict access by livestock where 

archaeological sites/ field monuments may be lost or damaged 
x Seek opportunities to restore or create wildflower rich grasslands 
x Encourage means and methods of reducing cultivation damage to 

archaeological sites and monuments (including reversion to grassland, 
minimal-tillage, direct drilling and other damage reduction methods). 

x Conserve areas of permanent pasture. 
x Promote the conservation and restoration of hedgerows. Those marking 

ancient boundaries and traditional field patterns should be regarded as a 
priority.  
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x Conserve hedgerow trees and seek opportunities to tag or plant new trees 

in hedgerows. 
x Ensure any woodland creation is in keeping with landscape character – 

see 5.23. 
5.15 Changes in land use and 

management within historic parks 
and gardens 

x Weakening of the integrity of designed landscapes, parks and gardens 
x Loss of or damage to elements of designed landscapes, parks and 

gardens. 
x Insertion of inappropriate new elements that diminish rather than enhance 

historic design characteristics 
x Intrusion on setting of designed landscapes – especially designed vistas 

and other important views of or out from the area. 

x Conserve and enhance historic parks and gardens, including their setting 
x Develop and implement management plans 
x Restore lost elements of historic parks and gardens to restore the integrity 

of the designed landscape as a whole. 
x Avoid development that damages the extent, features, character or setting 

of historic designed landscapes. 

5.16 Planting of energy crops such as 
Miscanthus, short rotation coppice 
and short rotation forestry 

x Loss or seasonal interruption of views particularly from roads and public 
rights of way across and along the valleys 

x Increased sense of enclosure. 
x Loss of and fragmentation permanent pasture  
x Change in colour and texture of the valley landscape 
x Damage to Archaeological sites, historic landscapes, geological and 

geomorphological features damaged or obscured 
x Winter cropping resulting in ‘scars’ particularly on valley slopes from the 

appearance of bare ground and vehicle tracks. 
x Appearance of tracks on the valley slopes for access and crop extraction 

x Ensure energy crops are not planted where they would restrict or intrude 
into views, particularly open views across the landscape and on skyline 
sites. 

x Do not plant on semi-natural habitats, permanent pasture or on sites with 
Section 41, CROW Act or local BAP species that could be affected in a 
negative way. 

x Do not plant on sites where archaeological sites could be damaged or 
where significant historic landscapes would be adversely affected or on 
sites where features of geological or geomorphological importance would 
be obscured. 

x Promote Cotswolds Conservation Board guidance 
5.17 Decline in grazing stock on valley 

slopes and valley bottom meadows 
and areas of common land 
 
Abandonment of grassland 

x Scrub encroachment and loss of permanent pasture and species rich 
grassland due to invasion of dominant grass species. 

x Development of secondary woodland 
x Loss of characteristic of grazing animals on the Escarpment 
x Loss of open character of some sections of the escarpment 
x Change in colour and texture in the landscape due to rank vegetation and 

scrub. 
x Tendency for ‘abandoned land’ to be targeted for conversion into arable 

or woodland or for development 
x Archaeological and geological sites obscured or damaged 

x Conserve areas of open pasture and common. 
x Encourage traditional management regimes to limit scrub encroachment on 

areas of semi natural grassland. 
x Re-introduction of grazing on semi-natural grasslands/improvement of 

existing grazing regimes. 
x Produce guidance on scrub management 
x Identify key viewpoints 

5.18 Separation of 
farmhouse/agricultural housing 
from the working farm for sale with 
a plot of land. 
 
Sub-division of farmland for 
‘lifestyle’ plots 

x Loss of integrity, cohesion and character of historic farmsteads and 
associated farmland. 

x Loss of agricultural context 
x Suburbanisation of agricultural landscape by the introduction of gardens 

e.g ornamental garden plants and boundary features, parking areas, 
lighting, and conversion of tracks to manicured drives and ornamental 
gateways 

x Shelterbelt planting for privacy screening 

x Only permit new uses of traditional farm buildings that are appropriate to 
retain their historic character and features. 

x Use planning conditions to restrict subdivision of fields, construction of 
stables etc. Consider use of Article 4 Direction. 

x Ensure the separation of housing does not prejudice the effective operation 
of the farm enterprise. 

x Avoid isolated development, particularly on areas of dark valley slopes 
x Respect traditional position of agricultural buildings and their relationship to 
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x Appearance and proliferation of stables and ‘white tape’ field boundaries 

for horses and ponies 
x Sub-division of fields using non-traditional field boundary treatments such 

as post and wire and post and rail fences 
x Pressure for housing on plots of land 

the surrounding land 
 

5.19 Development of scrub and trees on 
roadside verges 
Mowing of verges at inappropriate 
times of the year 
 
Mowing of verges at 
inappropriate times 
 
New and upgraded verge crossings 
at entrances 

x Loss of open character 
x Loss of views, particularly from the public highway 
x Loss of roadside grassland habitat and characteristic flora 
x Damage to hedges and walls and other features 
x Creation of ‘lawns’ on the roadside due to regular mowing for tidiness 

leading to a homogenised and sub-urban appearance 
x Incremental change through introduction of urban elements eroding rural 

character; raised kerbs, unsympathetic surfacing, upgraded entrances, 
creation of fenced visibility splays etc from rural roads 

 

x Identify key views from roads 
x Manage/remove verge scrub and trees, particularly where views can be 

restored or where there are benefits for biodiversity 
x Reintroduce appropriate verge management and mowing 
x Promote best practice management of verges 
x Ensure highway authority planning conditions respect and are appropriate 

to rural character and situation 

5.20 Flood management and alleviation 
measures 

x Construction of ‘hard’ flood defences 
x Tree planting for flood management inappropriate to landscape character 

x Retain and manage watercourses in their naturalistic form.. 
x Consider Rural Sustainable Drainage interventions such as in-stream 

woody barriers to slow peak water flow particularly within woodland. 
x Seek to influence surrounding land management such as de-compaction of 

pastures and contour ploughing, wide margins etc. 
x Ensure flood defences integrate into the landscape by using appropriate 

mitigation measures, landscaping and materials 
x Seek opportunities for tree planting for flood management in-keeping with 

landscape and woodland character -  see Creation of Woodland section 
5.23 below 

5.21 Damage to field monuments 
and archaeological sites and the 
historic environment from 
farming operations, tree root 
damage, burrowing animals, 
woodland management operations 
and 
tree planting and recreational 
activity. 

x Damage to important archaeological sites and important landscape 
features including  earthworks and lynchets 

x Damage caused by livestock. 
x Damage caused by recreational activity  
x Loss of traditional field patterns and integrity of the wider historic 

landscape. 
x Loss of traditional field boundaries, particularly hedgerows and dry stone 

walls  
x Loss of locally distinctive features such as stone stiles 
x Encroachment of scrub onto archaeological features 

x Inform landowners of important archaeological sites 
x Protect all upstanding archaeological sites and consider the impact of 

changing land use/development on their landscape setting. 
x Manage/remove burrowing animals. 
x Restore the wider setting of key monuments 
x Raise awareness of the historic environment and of the HER as a source 

of information 
x Provide guidance on managing the historic environment to farmers and 

land owners 
x Retain traditional field patterns and field boundaries 
x Ensure tree planting does not take place on archaeological features. 
x Control scrub and manage existing trees on archaeological features to 

minimise damage for example by root damage or wind-blow. 
x Minimise or prevent damage to the historic environment by recreational 

activity by working with landowners to prepare site management plans and 
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if necessary limit access. 

x Repair badly eroded features such as earthworks and dry stone walls. 
x Avoid the planting of new hedgerows or the development of volunteer 

hedgerows adjacent to dry stone walls 
5.22 Loss of and damage to 

geological features due to tree 
growth, erosion and change of land 
use 

x Loss of sites that provide an understanding of the Cotswold landscape 
x Visible features such as rock exposures and river meanders obscured or 

lost. 

x Identify important geological features and ensure they are conserved and 
appropriately managed. 

 Woodland and trees 
5.23 Woodland creation and tree 

planting 
x Loss of characteristic open pastoral landscape of the valley sides 
x Cumulative impact of woodland creation leading to a change in 

landscape Character 
x Loss of permanent pasture and unimproved grassland 

x Conserve views across and along the Valleys 
x Have regard to the cumulative impact of woodland creation and tree 

planting 
x Give priority to planting on areas where woodland cover has been lost. 
x Avoid woodland creation on permanent grassland to retain the pastoral 

character of the valleys 
x Encourage natural regeneration, particularly in proximity to ancient 

woodlands and seek the phased removal of non-native species. 
x Create areas of wet woodland and riverine habitats along the course of 

rivers and streams – also benefits flood management, water quality, 
biodiversity and helps prevent soil erosion. 

x Develop opportunities for informal recreation and environmental 
improvements by promoting linear ‘greenways’ and schemes that seek to 
restore or enhance river and stream habitats. 

x Conserve, enhance and restore existing valley side woodlands through 
effective long term management and replanting, but avoiding areas of 
nature conservation interest such as species rich grasslands. 

 
5.24 A piecemeal decline in existing 

woodland cover due to 
inappropriate management or 
neglect 
 
 

x Degradation and loss of woodland habitats, particularly ancient 
semi-natural woodland. 

x Conserve, enhance and restore existing valley side woodlands through 
effective long term management and replanting, but avoiding areas of 
nature conservation interest such as species rich grasslands. 

x safeguard ancient woodland 
x Retain and plant replacements for non-woodland trees. 
x Conserve areas of permanent pasture/improved grassland 

5.25 Impact of tree disease such as 
Chalara Dieback of ash. 

x Change of colour and texture of woodland canopy as trees die  
x Thinning of woodland canopy 
x Loss of single, sometimes veteran, trees in the landscape 
x Re-stocking with species not native to the Cotswolds 

x Promote Woodland Management Plans to minimise the impact of disease 
and manage change  

x Recommend alternative species to ash that reflect the appearance and 
structure of Cotswold woodland 

x Consider different provenance of ash that may be disease resistant 
x Establish a programme to plant replacement trees in the landscape outside 
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of woodlands e.g. parkland and hedgerow trees. 

x Seek advice from Arboriculturalist. 
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Appendix K 
 
Landscape Character Assessment Table 
 

  



National Character Area Presence of receptor 
type

Published landscape 
sensitivity

Published landscape capacity Assessment of sensitivity at the Site Significance of effects at 
year 1

Significance of effects at 
year 15

NCA 107 Cotswolds
Permanent pasture

Broadleaved trees

None specifically stated 
for this area.

None specifically stated for this area.

The Site comprises an area of pasture 
located on a north easterly facing slope.  
The eastern boundary is lined with 
broadleaved trees.  A scattering of trees are 
located within the Site including a line of 
trees that cross through the Site centre.  
Occasional broadleaved trees are located 
along the southern, western and northern 
boundaries.  A small area of rushes are 
present in the north eastern part of the 
Site.

Effects on landscape 
character after one year are 
expected to be 
major/severe adverse

Effects on landscape 
character after 15 years are 
expected to continue to be 
major/severe adverse

Cotswolds AONB Landscape 
Character Assessment (2004)

Presence of receptor 
type

Published landscape 
sensitivity

Published landscape capacity Assessment of sensitivity at the Site Significance of effects at 
year 1

Significance of effects at 
year 15

Settled Valley LCT

Steep sided, concave 
narrow valleys 

Pastoral land use

Relatively well wooded 
with deciduous species 
predominating

None specifically stated 
for this area.

None specifically stated for this area.

The Site comprises an area of pasture 
located on a north easterly facing slope.  
The eastern boundary is lined with 
broadleaved trees.  A scattering of trees are 
located within the Site including a line of 
trees that cross through the Site centre.  
Occasional broadleaved trees are located 
along the southern, western and northern 
boundaries.  A small area of rushes are 
present in the north eastern part of the 
Site.

Effects on landscape 
character after one year are 
expected to be 
major/severe adverse

Effects on landscape 
character after 15 years are 
expected to continue to be 
major/severe adverse

Stroud Landscape Assessment 
(2000)

Presence of receptor 
type

Published landscape 
sensitivity

Published landscape capacity Assessment of sensitivity at the Site Significance of effects at 
year 1

Significance of effects at 
year 15

Secluded Valleys LCT

Steep sides, concave 
narrow valley form

Pastureland

Scrub and unimproved 
grassland on steep and 
broken slopes

None specifically stated 
for this area.

None specifically stated for this area.

The Site comprises an area of pasture 
located on a north easterly facing slope.  
The eastern boundary is lined with 
broadleaved trees.  A scattering of trees are 
located within the Site including a line of 
trees that cross through the Site centre.  
Occasional broadleaved trees are located 
along the southern, western and northern 
boundaries.  A small area of rushes are 
present in the north eastern part of the 
Site.

Effects on landscape 
character after one year are 
expected to be 
major/severe adverse

Effects on landscape 
character after 15 years are 
expected to continue to be 
major/severe adverse
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Appendix L 
 
Viewpoint Assessment Table 
  



Viewpoint 
number

Location Approximate distance from 
centre of site 

Presence of 
receptor type

Visibility 
(Summer)

Visibility 
(Winter)

Description of impact Receptor 
sensitivity

Magnitude of 
impact

Mitigation Significance of effects at 
Year 1

Significance of effects at 
year 15

VP1
Hollingham Lane 
and B4058 road 
junction 

c. 125m

Nearby 
residents, 
walkers and road 
users 

Views into the 
Site are 
unobscured and 
unfiltered

Views into the 
Site are 
unobscured and 
unfiltered

Viewpoint 1 is located at the road junction 
between the B4058 and the far southern 
extent of Hollingham Lane. Potential 
development at the Site will obscure views 
towards countryside to the south.

High High

Planting a hedgerow with 
trees using native species 
is suggested along the 
Site’s northern boundary 
to reduce the visual 
impact of potential 
development.

Effects after one year are 
expected to be major 
adverse.  
Vegetation is expected to 
have begun maturing and 
be providing additional 
cover of the Site.  

Planted vegetation designed 
to integrate development into 
the landscape is expected to 
have matured after 15 years, 
providing further cover, in- 
combination with existing 
vegetation.  
Effects on views at this 
location will become 
moderate adverse.

VP2 B4058 road c. 80m

Nearby 
residents, 
walkers and road 
users 

Views into the 
Site are 
unobscured and 
unfiltered

Views into the 
Site are 
unobscured and 
unfiltered

Viewpoint 2 is located adjacent to the centre 
of the northern boundary at the B4058 road.  
Potential development at the Site will obscure 
views towards countryside to the south.  

High High

Planting a hedgerow with 
trees using native species 
is suggested along the 
Site’s northern boundary 
to reduce the visual 
impact of potential 
development.

Effects after one year are 
expected to be major 
adverse.  
Vegetation is expected to 
have begun maturing and 
be providing additional 
cover of the Site.  

Planted vegetation designed 
to integrate development into 
the landscape is expected to 
have matured after 15 years, 
providing further cover, in- 
combination with existing 
vegetation.  
Effects on views at this 
location will become 
moderate adverse.

VP3 The Street c. 170m

Nearby 
residents, 
walkers and road 
users 

Views into the 
Site are 
unobscured and 
unfiltered

Views into the 
Site are 
unobscured and 
unfiltered

Viewpoint 3 is located at the far western extent 
of The Street.  Potential development at the 
Site will obscure views towards countryside to 
the south west.  

High High

Planting a hedgerow with 
trees using native species 
is suggested along the 
Site’s northern boundary 
to reduce the visual 
impact of potential 
development.

Effects after one year are 
expected to be major 
adverse.  
Vegetation is expected to 
have begun maturing and 
be providing additional 
cover of the Site.  

Planted vegetation designed 
to integrate development into 
the landscape is expected to 
have matured after 15 years, 
providing further cover, in- 
combination with existing 
vegetation.  
Effects on views at this 
location will become 
moderate adverse.

VP4 Cemetery of St 
Martin’s Church 

c. 130m Walkers

Views into the 
Site are 
unobscured and 
unfiltered

Views into the 
Site are 
unobscured and 
unfiltered

Viewpoint 4 is located at the far western extent 
of the cemetery of St Martin’s Church (Grade II* 
Listed Building).   Potential development at the 
Site will obscure views across pasture towards 
the west. Views of the landscape contribute to 
the appeal of this location for visitors and 
contributes to the its tranquil nature.

High High

The planting of trees 
within the existing tree 
line of the eastern 
boundary will further 
reduce the visual impact 
of potential 
development.

Effects after one year are 
expected to be major 
adverse.  
Vegetation is expected to 
have begun maturing and 
be providing additional 
cover of the Site.  

Planted vegetation designed 
to integrate development into 
the landscape is expected to 
have matured after 15 years, 
providing further cover, in- 
combination with existing 
vegetation.  
Effects on views at this 
location will become 
moderate adverse.

VP5 Recreation ground c. 190m

Nearby 
residents, 
walkers and 
people engaged 
in outdoor sport 

Views into the 
Site are filtered.

Views are likely 
to be heavily 
filtered.

Viewpoint 5 is located at a footpath that 
crosses through the recreation ground.  
Potential development at the Site will be 
visible through existing vegetation along the 
north western boundary of the recreation 
ground. 

High Medium

The planting of trees 
within the existing tree 
line of the eastern 
boundary will further 
reduce the visual impact 
of potential 
development.

Effects after one year are 
expected to be moderate 
adverse.  
Vegetation is expected to 
have begun maturing and 
be providing additional 
cover of the Site.  

Planted vegetation designed 
to integrate development into 
the landscape is expected to 
have matured after 15 years, 
providing further cover, in- 
combination with existing 
vegetation.  
Effects on views at this 
location will become minor 
adverse.



VP6 Footpath south of 
Site 

c. 180m Walkers

Views into the 
Site are 
unobscured and 
unfiltered

Views into the 
Site are 
unobscured and 
unfiltered

Viewpoint 6 is located at a footpath to the 
south of the Site.  Potential development at 
the Site will break the skyline and interrupt 
views to the north. Potential development at 
the Site will interrupt views of countryside to 
west of St Martin's Church. Views of the 
landscape contribute to the appeal of this 
location for visitors and contributes to the its 
tranquil nature.

High Medium

Planting a hedgerow with 
trees using native species 
is suggested along the 
Site’s southern boundary 
to reduce the visual 
impact of potential 
development.

Effects after one year are 
expected to be moderate 
adverse.  
Vegetation is expected to 
have begun maturing and 
be providing additional 
cover of the Site.  

Planted vegetation designed 
to integrate development into 
the landscape is expected to 
have matured after 15 years, 
providing further cover, in- 
combination with existing 
vegetation.  
Effects on views at this 
location will become minor 
adverse.

VP7 Boscombe Lane c. 350m Road users

Views into the 
Site are 
unobscured and 
unfiltered

Views are likely 
to be partially 
obscured.

Viewpoint 7 is located on Boscombe Lane. 
Potential development at the Site will interrupt 
views of countryside to the east and of St 
Martin's Church.  

High Medium

Planting a hedgerow with 
trees using native species 
is suggested along the 
Site’s western boundary 
to reduce the visual 
impact of potential 
development.

Effects after one year are 
expected to be moderate 
adverse.  
Vegetation is expected to 
have begun maturing and 
be providing additional 
cover of the Site.  

Planted vegetation designed 
to integrate development into 
the landscape is expected to 
have matured after 15 years, 
providing further cover, in- 
combination with existing 
vegetation.  
Effects on views at this 
location will become minor 
adverse.

VP8 Footpath north of 
Kingscote Wood 

c. 820m Walkers
Views into the 
Site are partially 
obscured

Views into the 
Site are likely to 
be partially 
obscured

Viewpoint 8 is located at a footpath north of 
Kingscote Wood adjacent to a field boundary.  
Potential development at the Site will interrupt 
views of countryside to west of St Martin's 
Church. Views of the landscape contribute to 
the appeal of this location for visitors and 
contributes to the its tranquil nature.

High Medium/high

Planting a hedgerow with 
trees using native species 
is suggested along the 
Site’s southern and 
western boundary to 
reduce the visual impact 
of potential 
development.

Effects after one year are 
expected to be moderate 
adverse.  
Vegetation is expected to 
have begun maturing and 
be providing additional 
cover of the Site.  

Planted vegetation designed 
to integrate development into 
the landscape is expected to 
have matured after 15 years, 
providing further cover, in- 
combination with existing 
vegetation.  
Effects on views at this 
location will become minor 
adverse.

VP9 Footpath west of 
Horsley Wood 

c. 470m Walkers
Views into the 
Site are partially 
obscured

Views into the 
Site are likely to 
be partially 
obscured

Viewpoint 9 is located at a footpath west of 
Horsley Wood adjacent to a field boundary. 
Potential development at the Site will interrupt 
views of countryside to west of St Martin's 
Church. Views of the landscape contribute to 
the appeal of this location for visitors and 
contributes to the its tranquil nature. 

High Medium

Planting a hedgerow with 
trees using native species 
is suggested along the 
Site’s southern and 
western boundary to 
reduce the visual impact 
of potential 
development.

Effects after one year are 
expected to be moderate 
adverse.  
Vegetation is expected to 
have begun maturing and 
be providing additional 
cover of the Site.  

Planted vegetation designed 
to integrate development into 
the landscape is expected to 
have matured after 15 years, 
providing further cover, in- 
combination with existing 
vegetation.  
Effects on views at this 
location will become minor 
adverse.

VP10 Footpath west of 
High Barn 

c. 700m Walkers

Views into the 
Site are partially 
obscured by 
built form.

Views into the 
Site are likely to 
be partially 
obscured by 
built form.

Due to the undulating topography and 
presence of built form along the B4058 road, 
the Site interior is not visible.  
Rooftops of two storey houses at the Site are 
likely to be visible from this location above 
existing properties along the northern side of 
the B4058 road.  This is due to the 
topography at the Site which rises sharply on 
the southern side of the B4058 road.  

High Low No mitigation required
Effects after one year are 
expected to be minor 
adverse. 

Existing built form will 
continue to obscure views.
Effects after 15 years are 
expected to be negligible.  

VP11 Hollingham Lane c. 400m
Road users and 
walkers

Views into the 
Site are partially 
obscured by 
built form.

Views into the 
Site are likely to 
be partially 
obscured by 
built form.

Due to the undulating topography and 
presence of built form along the B4058 road, 
the Site interior is not visible.
Rooftops of two storey houses at the Site are 
likely to be visible from this location above 
existing properties along the northern side of 
the B4058 road.  This is due to the 
topography at the Site which rises sharply on 
the southern side of the B4058 road.  

High Low No mitigation required
Effects after one year are 
expected to be minor 
adverse. 

Existing built form will 
continue to obscure views.
Effects after 15 years are 
expected to be negligible.  



VP12
Footpath junction 
north of Kingscote 
Wood 

c. 1.25km Walkers
Views into the 
Site are partially 
obscured

Views into the 
Site are likely to 
be partially 
obscured

Viewpoint 12 is located at a footpath junction 
north of Kingscote Wood.  Potential 
development at the Site will interrupt views of 
countryside to west of St Martin's Church. 
Views of the landscape contribute to the 
appeal of this location for visitors and 
contributes to the its tranquil nature.

High Medium

Planting a hedgerow with 
trees using native species 
is suggested along the 
Site’s southern and 
western boundary to 
reduce the visual impact 
of potential 
development.

Effects after one year are 
expected to be moderate 
adverse.  
Vegetation is expected to 
have begun maturing and 
be providing additional 
cover of the Site.  

Planted vegetation designed 
to integrate development into 
the landscape is expected to 
have matured after 15 years, 
providing further cover, in- 
combination with existing 
vegetation.  
Effects on views at this 
location will become minor 
adverse.

VP13 Footpath adjacent 
to Hay Lane 

c. 750m Walkers
Views into the 
Site are partially 
obscured

Views into the 
Site are likely to 
be partially 
obscured

Viewpoint 13 is located at a footpath within a 
field of pasture adjacent to Hay Lane. Potential 
development at the Site will interrupt views of 
countryside to west of St Martin's Church.

High Medium

Planting a hedgerow with 
trees using native species 
is suggested along the 
Site’s southern boundary 
to reduce the visual 
impact of potential 
development.

Effects after one year are 
expected to be minor 
adverse.  
Vegetation is expected to 
have begun maturing and 
be providing additional 
cover of the Site.  

Planted vegetation designed 
to integrate development into 
the landscape is expected to 
have matured after 15 years, 
providing further cover, in- 
combination with existing 
vegetation.  
Effects on views at this 
location will become 
negligible.  

VP14 Footpath at Barton 
End 

c. 1.05km Walkers
Views into the 
Site are partially 
obscured

Views into the 
Site are likely to 
be partially 
obscured

Viewpoint 14 is located at a footpath at Barton 
End within a field of pasture.  Potential 
development at the Site will interrupt views of 
countryside beyond St Martin's Church.

High Low

The planting of trees 
within the existing tree 
line of the eastern 
boundary will further 
reduce the visual impact 
of potential 
development.

Effects after one year are 
expected to be minor 
adverse.  
Vegetation is expected to 
have begun maturing and 
be providing additional 
cover of the Site.  

Planted vegetation designed 
to integrate development into 
the landscape is expected to 
have matured after 15 years, 
providing further cover, in- 
combination with existing 
vegetation.  
Effects on views at this 
location will become 
negligible.  

VP15 Bath Road (A46 c. 930m Road users
Views into the 
Site are partially 
obscured

Views into the 
Site are likely to 
be partially 
obscured

Viewpoint 15 is located on the pavement 
adjacent to the Bath Road (A46).  Potential 
development at the Site will interrupt views of 
countryside beyond St Martin's Church.

Medium Low

The planting of trees 
within the existing tree 
line of the eastern 
boundary will further 
reduce the visual impact 
of potential 
development.

Effects after one year are 
expected to be minor 
adverse.  
Vegetation is expected to 
have begun maturing and 
be providing additional 
cover of the Site.  

Planted vegetation designed 
to integrate development into 
the landscape is expected to 
have matured after 15 years, 
providing further cover, in- 
combination with existing 
vegetation.  
Effects on views at this 
location will become 
negligible.  
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Appendix M 
 
The Horsley hamlets 



The Street: 
15 Houses 

Village 

Centre 

47 Houses 

Hollingham: 

2 Houses 

Sugley: 

8 Houses 

Downend,  Whiteway & 

Horsley Bridge 61 Houses 

Tickmorend: 

8 Houses 

Wallow Green: 

20 Houses  The Fooks: 

7 Houses 

Wormwood Hill 

& Washpool: 

20 Houses 

Horsley Hill: 

13 Houses 

Rockness: 38 Houses 

Barton End: 24 Houses 

Hartley Bridge: 8 Houses 

Hay Lane:  

12  Houses 

Tiltups:  

10  Houses 

Nupend: 19 Houses 

Boscombe: 3 Houses 

The Horsley hamlets 

There are over 12 hamlets in 

Horsley. They are clustered 

around the ancient farming 

settlements of the village and 

are spread  over 9 square 

miles. 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Figure B: Nupend to Barton End – Route topography and 

housing configuration 
Nupend Farm  Barton End 

Nupend hamlet in relation to other parts of Horsley:  Barton End hamlet  

Two lines of houses 

One line of houses 

Houses two or more deep 

No houses 

Nupend 

Barton End 

Footpath along 

busy B Road with 

steep hill 

Narrow lane with 

no footpath and 

very steep hills 

A46: very busy  

Road 

Figure A: Nupend to Barton End (2.08 Km): Pedestrian route  

Nupend hamlet & Barton End hamlet – compared: 

The 2011 census figures show:   

•   Nupend hamlet: comprises 21 houses and 65 inhabitants 

•   Barton End hamlet: comprises: 24 houses and 60 inhabitants  

Pedestrian access between Nupend and Barton End (see fig A, right) 

•  Nupend and Barton End hamlets are 2.08 km apart 

•  The pedestrian route between Nupend and Barton End entails strenuous 

walking alternately along busy roads and narrow lanes. 

Nupend hamlet to Barton End hamlet: Topography (figure B, below) 

Elevations and descents:   

•    The hamlets are on two sides of a steep valley. 

•   From Nupend to Barton End the most direct (metaled) pedestrian route 

entails 67m of descent and 70m ascent. 

Housing configuration between Nupend and Barton End (figure B) 

•   Most of the route is along a country lane, with no houses.  

•   The majority of housing encountered is in a (one deep) line of dwellings 

following the road/lane.   

•   From Nupend, housing comprises two lines of houses along 100m of the 

B4058 to Horsley Manor and Hollingham Lane. 

•   As the road descends, there is one line of houses for 350m on the north of 

the B4058. These face open fields to the south 

•   The centre of the village comprises two lines of houses for the first 60m  

•   There is then a cluster of houses, past the church, for 100m 

•   The route descends steeply for 450m, past a line of houses on one side 

down the seep descent of Wormwood Hill into Washpool and Bartonend 

Lane. 

•   This narrow lane, with no housing,  runs 600m up a steep hill to a small 

cluster of houses at Barton End (W) at the A46 

•    The route follows the (busy) A46 (with no footpath), for 50m to a narrow 

lane (with one house at the bottom) up a steep hill (with no houses for 

200m) 

•   Entering Barton End, there are a cluster of houses (for 170m) that are 

separated by fields 



Nupend Farm  Wallow Green 

Nupend hamlet in relation to other parts of Horsley:  Wallow Green hamlet and The Fooks 

Figure C: Nupend to Wallow Green (1.4 Km): Pedestrian route  

Nupend hamlet & Wallow Green hamlet – compared: 

The 2011 census figures show:   

•   Nupend hamlet: comprises 21 houses and 65 inhabitants 

•   Wallow Green hamlet and The Fooks: comprises: 27 houses and 70 

inhabitants  

Pedestrian access between Nupend and Wallow Green  

(see fig C, right) 

•  Nupend and Wallow Green/The Fooks hamlets are 1.4 km apart 

•  The pedestrian route between Nupend and Wallow Green/The Fooks 

entails strenuous walking alternately along a busy road and narrow lanes. 

Nupend hamlet to Wallow Green/The Fooks: Topography  

(figure D, below) 

Elevations and descents:   

•    The hamlets are on two sides of a steep valley. 

•    From Nupend to Wallow Green, the most direct (metaled) pedestrian 

route entails 43m of descent and 40m ascent. 

Housing configuration between Nupend and Barton End (figure B) 

•   Most of the route is along a country lane, with no houses.  

•   The majority of housing encountered is in a (one deep) line of dwellings 

following the road/lane.   

•   From Nupend, housing comprises two lines of houses along 100m of the 

B4058 to Horsley Manor and Hollingham Lane. 

•   Turning left into Hollingham lane, the route descends a steep hill on a 

narrow lane, with no housing for 500m, it then climbs a steep hill to 

Woodpacker Cottage and  Hollingham House. 

•  50m further up hill, the route levels out an enters a small cluster of 

dwellings around Sugley Farm and joins Sugley Lane. 

•  Following  Sugley Lane for 100m after Sugley Farm, there are no houses. It 

then meets Tickmorend Lane, where there are three houses at the junction.   

•   Turning left at the junction, Tickmorend Lane rises up a moderate incline 

(past  Tickmorend Farm) for 200m to a three way junction with one house. 

•  The right turn leads to the Fooks (after 300m of open fields) and seven 

houses  

•  The left turn leads (up a gentle slope) through 300m of open country to 

Wallow Green. 

•   The Wallow Green hamlet comprises 20 houses spread along 400m of the 

lane to Lower Lutheridge and Shortwood. 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Figure D: Nupend to Wallow Green route topography and housing 

configuration 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