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Local Gap Designation 

For policy and assessment criteria see main text, Section 9.2, for full de-
scriptions and evaluations see Annex 2. 

This illustrated file briefly supplements the account of Local Gap 1 in 
Annex 2.  
Horsley Village and its nearby smaller settlements or hamlets have for a 
long time held their own distinctive identities and character.  Linear 
patterns of development are a feature of older housing in this topog-
raphy, whereby stone cottages are variously aligned to follow the twist-
ing lay-out of lanes.  
  
Some modern infill has occurred, particularly within the Settlement 
Boundary and it is the prevalence of this and potential small develop-
ments of houses that could alter the character of the built environ-
ment, which is interspersed with tracts of arable and pastoral land, 
green space and open countryside.  Early maps indicate the original 
character of settlements as they had evolved by the beginning of the 
19th century and the aerial view of the area around Horsley village 
shows the currently distinct settlements (see images below). 

Local Gap 

Map 1 Horsley Local Gap



1882 OS Map of Horsley, detail showing Horsley Village and the separate 
hamlets of Nupend, Sugley, Downend, Whiteway and Washpool. 

Aerial view of Horsley Village (right of centre) and LG 1 (mid-lower left)  



The proposed parcels of land for Local Gap designation include parts 
of fields typical of the Cotswold “tops”, which are visually sensitive from 
a landscape perspective. They can be seen from Hay Lane and from 
as far as the fields and footpaths around Barton End as well as from the 
nearby hamlets of Nupend and Boscombe and are illustrated in Supp.Inf D6 
Local Green Space 2. 

LG 1, viewed from Nupend outskirts, looking East, with the B4058 to the left. 

The proposed sections of fields are sometimes used for grazing and cut 
for hay. 

Looking east towards Horsley Village.  LG1 is to the right up a steep bank and 
verge 



 
The view of LG 1 looking North West with Grade II listed Park View (old 

farmhouse and dwellings) centre, some modern “infill” to the right, and, 
in the distance, a new build on the outskirts of Nupend.

Some ribbon development has occurred within the Settlement Bound-
ary among the older cottages along the northern edge of The Street 
and on either side of the roadway on the outskirts of the East end of 
Nupend.  There is some infill between very old cottages, some of which 
are Grade II listed.  Mature shrubs, trees and gardens, where new hous-
ing is set back from the road edge, help retain the sense of a rural set-
ting and reinforce the visual break as you proceed along the road. 

 

A farm track 
nearer to 
Nupend pro-
vides agri-
cultural ac-
cess to one 
of the fields 
proposed for 
LG1 



There are no Public Rights of Way (PROW)/footpaths in the northern 
section of LG1 although tracks are discernible and these are probably 
the regular routes used by mammals.  There is footpath access to the 
South from Horsley Parish Playing Field (on the East) which connects up 
to footpaths over open countryside as well as to Boscombe. These are 
in regular use. 

LG1 Looking North towards old and new dwellings line the far edge of the 
B4058 

The fields descend towards the South in the direction of Horsley and 
Kingscote woods.  This lower part is not part of the Local Gap proposal. 

 

LG 1 is along the skyline of the upper middle section of image, seen from the 
South)


