
Supplementary Information E 2 

Landscape Character, the AONB and Horsley Parish  

There are 2 related subjects in this file which form the background used to formulate 
policy about landscape in the Plan. A broad underlying theme is Landscape Sensitivity, 
which is based on 3 categories:
• Visual (landscape character and views)
• Cultural (historical, social value, impact on people, health, wellbeing, tranquillity)
• Ecological (biodiversity)
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E 2a Landscape Character Assessments 

A number of existing studies have been used to inform the NDP policies. See https://www.gov-
.uk/guidance/how-to-access-natural-englands-maps-and-data 

Landscape Character Assessment. Stroud District Council, 2000 

See Stroud District LCA- https://www.stroud.gov.uk/media/2594/landscape_assessment.pdf  
Note: The 2000 assessment for Stroud District, was undertaken prior to the publication of the 
Countryside Agency and Scottish Natural Heritage 'Landscape Character Assessment Guidance for 
England and Wales', 2002. They therefore made no reference to the emerging National Typology 
or had the opportunity to utilise GIS datasets. 

Landscape Character Assessment. Cotswold AONB Management 

See – http://www.cotswoldsaonb.org.uk/landscape_character_assessment/files/3_TheCotswold-
sLandscape_1.pdf 

The Cotswold AONB Landscape Character Assessment uses the Countryside Agency’s character 
Map of England and the draft National Landscape Typology for England as a framework to define 
Landscape Character Areas and Type. In total there are 19 landscape character types and 68 
landscape character areas that have been identified, with Horsley Parish falling into Character 
Area 5: Settled Valleys, which comprises two LCAs; 5A Nailsworth and 5B Frome Golden Valley 
and Stroud, and LCA 7: High Wold. 

Two LCA’s apply to Horsley Parish, LCA 5 and LCA 7.  

The key characteristics of LCA 5 are defined below: 

• Steep sided, concave narrow valleys with upper sections forming an abrupt break of slope 
with the High Wold and High Wold Dip-Slope 

• Strong sense of enclosure 

• Predominantly pastoral land use with scattered areas of arable land enclosed by a net-
work of hedgerow boundaries 

• Relatively well wooded with deciduous species predominating, with a large proportion of 
ancient woodland 

• Stonewalls are common features within the valley bottom, particularly surrounding set-
tlements 

• Sequence of settlements along the valley bottoms and sides resulting in a settled charac-
ter 

• Close proximity of large urban areas beyond the AONB boundary 

• Strong evidence of industrial past from communications infrastructure and mill develop-
ment confined primarily to valley floors e.g. Ruskin Mill 

• Areas of development dominate the valley floor and sides with significant urban influence 
from surrounding settlements 

• Extensive road network within the majority of valleys connecting settlements and areas 
within the valleys to the High Wold; and  
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• Isolated and deeply rural character in remoter tributary valleys. 

The key characteristics of LCA 7 (e.g. Chavenage valley, Upper Lutheridge), are: 

• Broad, elevated, gently undulating plateau dissected by a network of dry valleys with dis-
tinctive convex profile valley sides  

• Expansive long distance views across the open plateau and to distant hills beyond the 
Severn Vale 

• Elevated areas of plateau surrounded by deeply incised valleys perceived as part of the 
High Wold, due to inter-visibility of neighbouring elevated landscapes 

• Predominantly arable land use with some improved pasture/grass leys, and very limited 
permanent pasture mainly confined to valley bottoms provides seasonal variations in 
colour and texture 

• Large scale, regular fields mainly enclosed by dry stone walls, together with hedgerows 
with very occasional hedgerow trees, and post and wire fencing create a patchwork ef-
fect across wide areas of the landscape 

• Small to moderate size geometric farm woodlands, many comprising small coniferous and 
broadleaved plantations and shelterbelts, and plantations bordering roads provide shelter 
across areas of otherwise open landscape 

• Settlement limited to small villages and hamlets, generally within valleys, and isolated 
farmsteads and individual dwellings gives many areas a remote character 

• Low density of settlement resulting in a sense of tranquillity and areas of dark skies 

• Network of mainly linear roads following ridge tops, and linking settlements give the 
landscape a distinct grain 

• Evidence of long period of occupation of the landscape, with many Neolithic and Bronze 
Age barrows and Iron Age hillforts 

• Seasonal rotation of arable cropping patterns and improved grassland interrupts other-
wise homogenous and simple land cover 

• Remnants of once more extensive commons survive highly valued for their nature conser-
vation interest and cultural heritage value 

• Occasional active and disused limestone quarries located across the High Wold often val-
ued as wildlife resources 

• Prominent telecommunication masts and power lines gain visual prominence as vertical 
elements in otherwise vast sweeping landscapes 

• Use of locally quarried stone for both dry stone walls and houses, frequently constructed 
in distinctive local vernacular, engenders a harmonious relationship between built ele-
ments and their surroundings. 

E 2b Cotswold AONB Management Plan, 2018-23 

The latest five-year Management Plan for the AONB, was produced and adopted in 2018, 
as required by the 2000 Countryside and Rights of Way Act (CRoW). The plan places a 



strong emphasis on partnership working and the need for public bodies to fulfil their 
commitment to work towards helping to conserve and enhance the AONB.  

It sets out a vision for future management of the area, together with clear objectives 
and policies, which will guide the Cotswolds Conservation Board (CCB) in exercising its 
responsibilities. The vision for the Cotswolds in 20 years is a landscape: 

• which retains its remarkable visual unity and scenic diversity 
• is richer in nature, and where the historic heritage is conserved 
• is home to vibrant communities supported by sustainable local economy 
• provides a warm welcome and high-quality experience for everyone seeking inspi-

ration, tranquillity and to be active outdoors 
• is adapting successfully to climate change and changing economic conditions. 

Cotswold AONB guidance notes 

http://www.cotswoldsaonb.org.uk/userfiles/factsheet-1.pdf 
http://www.cotswoldsaonb.org.uk/planning-management-advice/management-plan/ 
http://www.cotswoldsaonb.org.uk/userfiles/file/landscape/june-2016/lct-5-settled-val-
leys-june-2016.pdf
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