
Supplementary Information D 6 
              
Local Green Space 

For policy and assessment criteria see main text 7.3, for full descriptions and eval-
uations see Annex 1 

This illustrated file is a compilation of material, some of which includes per-
sonal memories about the two Local Green Spaces proposed for Designa-
tion. The green spaces of Horsley between the hamlets and the centre of 
the village, and the fields beyond, are much loved by local people and 
used as informal recreational spaces for adults and for children over the 
years. The paths, lanes and roads traversing the green spaces offer tranquilli-
ty as well as beautiful views and proximity to wildlife. Bring immersed in na-
ture promotes well being and physical and mental health. It is this character 
and benefit that parishioners wish to see sustained. 

�  
Map showing Local Green Spaces 1 and 2 

LGS 1

LGS 2



Local Green Space (LGS) 1  

Downend Meadow in Upper Downend, also known as Farmiloes Mead 
and The Barley Field  

Downend Meadow, is made up of two small pasture fields, bisected by a 
stream.  Its total size is approximately 3.67 acres/1.485 hectares. 

The fields in the valleys that run through the Parish and its interconnecting 
hamlets, epitomised at Downend Meadow, have a very different land use 
and pattern to those of the wider Cotswold ‘tops’ in the Parish.   

Geographically, the site is part of the Downend to Sugley valley and is the 
natural upper extension to the more built up Downend / Tickmorend ham-
lets. 

 

Aerial view of Downend meadow showing the two pasture 
fields (centre and to right of centre in the image) bisected by 

a wooded stream 



The site, with its deeply incised valley, is typical of the local area’s topogra-
phy.  The stream is a high energy watercourse that descends via a waterfall 
above Hollingham Lane, through a field, and joins another small stream at 
the western boundary of Downend Meadow.   

The upper part of the watercourse, including that in Downend Meadow, is 
natural (i.e. its course is unaltered) and is fed by small springs on either side 
of the valley.  The limestone bedrock of the stream is covered with tufa (cal-
cium carbonate) deposits known to be a geologically and biologically im-
portant feature.  

The stream as it enters Downend Meadow from the upper 
Downend valley to the west and tumbles through bedrock 

The stream in Downend Meadow is lined by mature hazel and hawthorn 
trees. 

Beyond Downend Meadow, the stream then travels the length of the ham-
let of Downend, by way of a culvert, to emerge at Whiteway at the bottom 
of Downend en route to Horsley Bridge where it joins the mill-stream.   

Visually, the site, which is within the AONB, offers much appreciated views of 
a typical Cotswold valley both within and beyond the field itself.  These 
views are particularly fine looking down the Downend valley, and across the 
upper valley slopes and wolds. 



The view from one of the footpaths in Downend Meadow towards the east, 
with the roofs of Downend in the middle distance and, beyond, the hills at 
the far side of the Parish 

Downend Meadow viewed from its western edge, towards 
the Downend valley.  The ‘Cotswold’ valley scene opens 
out in the north pasture with Tickmorend to the upper left 



Downend Meadow is an important, informal, community asset.  It is a fre-
quently used venue for walking (there are 6 public footpath entry points to 
the field), dog walking, children’s play, picnics, stream dipping, sledging, 
casual meetings with local (and non-local) people, and for bird watching 
and wildlife appreciation. 
  
Over the years, local families have been grateful for the mostly “benign” 
stewardship of the various owners of the Downend Meadow.  Recollections 
of the meadow as childhood play areas reveal the long standing value at-
tached to it by the community.  Some of these have been captured via the 
Facebook site, Horsley Villagers and Friends, (‘a place to share photos and 
memories’).  Group Members were asked about their memories of the field 
and its use over the years using the question: “Hello Horsley villagers and 
friends.  I am looking into the history and use of the meadow with the stream 
at the top of Downend in Horsley.  I wonder if anyone has any photos or 
tales of their own families using it over the years?”  The responses included 
the following: 
 

 
The Fields by the Stream, Downend 

There’s an old saying that it takes a village to raise a child – and we 
have lived in Downend for 35 years, and have raised four daughters 
here.  An essential part of their lives has been the fields alongside 
the stream, which bring true countryside into the heart of the vil-
lage.  Thanks to benign landowners, our children have walked dogs, 
thrown sticks, picnicked, and played in (and fallen into) the stream, 
and now their children are doing the same, in season, picking wild 
flowers, watching foxes and badgers and wild ducks, or learning not 
to be afraid of falling off sledges.  When there is snow, half the vil-
lage toboggans on the slopes: the fields are part of the village: at 
these times they are the village.  

And yet these are working fields, which we share with the sheep… 

Horsley and Downend are particularly blessed to have all this, in 
winter with waterfalls that can be almost as spectacular as many in 
the Lake District, or, in the spring with spectacular May-blossom, and 
the gorgeous solitary field maple.  If there was ever a place that 
should be kept and passed on to the next generation, this is it.

When my mum was a child she would go 
up the field to home with a pint of beer 
which she had got from the White Hart for 
her gramp, she was in trouble if she spilt 
any, so different times then.

My children & grandchildren have spent 
many hours playing in the meadow build-
ing dams & dens catching sticklebacks in 
the stream.  They went sledging there in 
winter.  It used to be full of wildflowers & 
mushrooms in autumn.  One of our family’s 
very favourite places!

It’s my favourite place. I’m Jan’s daughter 
& spent hours playing in the meadow as a 
child.  My own children enjoyed it too.  The 
eldest & I both had a picnic there with our 
partners over the weekend of beautiful 
sunshine recently.

Everybody has a different name for it. We called it Barley's field, 
because the dog loved it!

Thats the one below your house, behind 
the White Hart.  We sledged opposite 
Whiteway Bank, straight down into the 
brook!

When I was very small I went 
sledging with my 2 cousins in 
that field.  I hit the trees by 
the side of the stream my 
wellingtons came off and 
went up in the trees.  My 
cousins left me and went 
home.  When they got back 
mum said where is she, they 
told her I couldn’t come 
home as I had thrown my 
wellys into the trees as I 
didn’t want to come home.

Built dams to fill the hole in the mid-
dle, all the big girls used to sit on the 
bank in swimsuits. I’d never seen a 
girl in a swim suit.  

Steep for me on my little sledge.  
The stream in the meadow must 
have been different then if you 
could get into it in your swimsuit 

I lived at Court Farm next to the White 
Hart we used to play cricket in the 
meadow.  My Grandfather Percy 
grazed his cows on it in the 40s/50s.  
Think the "swimming pool" that is [be-
ing talked] about was formed in the 
stream in the next field upstream or 
across the lane from Tickmore End to 
up by Parry's farm and the Yew Tree 
Pub.

My mum knitted mine, I got in 
the water and it sagged in front 
of all the girls.  I was about 10 yr 
old, I don’t think there was 
much water there really.  I 
learned to swim in the old fish-
ery, we went to Aston Down 
and pinched an inflatable life 
raft from an aeroplane to use.



Further insight into the historical value of Downend Meadow is provided in a 
memoir by Wendy Talbot Bristow.  Now in her 70s, Wendy was a child in Hors-
ley during the late 1940s and 1950s.  In writing Magical Maps, 2018, she 
hoped to introduce the reader to a world that was, despite her family’s 
hardship and insecurity, a bountiful and vivid place in which to experience 
freedom.  Below she describes her memories of the meadow in Downend 
that she named ‘Waterley’. 

Her recollections could as easily apply to a child’s experience of Downend 
Meadow today and the continuing use of the meadow as a community as-
set, especially by children, is a key reason for aiming to protect it as an LGS. 

 

 

!  

Informal places for recreation and play in Downend Meadow today 

Excerpts from Magical Maps a Journey Through Childhood 
Freedoms, by Wendy Talbot Bristow. 

‘The main ingredient of my account is the experience of childhood freedom’. 
(Wendy Talbot Bristow). 

“But the rain eventually ceased and summer returned with a quiet ripple of water.  
The children made little dams of leaves, sticks, and petals in the brook.  It was 
time to go paddling at Waterley*.  This was a journey of one stile, two fields, a 
hazel hedge, and some stepping stones.  Even if it had stopped there was a 
good chance we would have to make our way through a bog, with the chal-
lenge of jumping from one molehill to another. 

Waterley’s little inlet became a tiny seaside.  The yellow banks on each side of the 
water were cliffs, with any ripples the incoming tide.  Squeezing the wet clay 
between my toes I’d slide down to a beach of pebbly stones, before tucking my 
skirt into my knickers and wading across the stream to the other bank and back 
again.



The stone stile that forms the entrance into the field off Narrowcut Lane, is 
probably 17th century.  This indicates that the footpaths through the site, and 
up through the valley, have provided important conduits between the ham-
let of Downend with Sugley, The Street and Nupend for hundreds of years. 

 

The 17th century stone stile and exit 
from Downend Meadow to the bot-
tom of Narrowcut Lane.  This was 
used in the past by farm labourers 
and mill workers and, nowadays, by 
locals continuing to choose to walk 
off-road between settlements, by 
recreational walkers and by tourists 

 

A stile at the northern edge of 
Downend Meadow connects to a 
footpath between Tickmorend and 
Hollingham  

 

Girls from Colston High School, Bristol walking 
in Downend Meadow.  Colston High School is 
an example of an organization that uses the 
footpaths in the meadow as part of their 
Duke of Edinburgh awards scheme 



Downend Meadow is particularly tranquil.  The only road adjacent to the 
meadow is a narrow lane (Narrowcut Lane) at the lower part of the field.  
The tranquil feel is augmented by the sound of the stream that runs through 
the meadow and the abundant wildlife. 

The site is an important component of the green network of spaces and cor-
ridors in the area.  It is integral to the biodiversity/wildlife value of the whole 
valley of which it is part and is an important wildlife asset.  For example, the 
stream in Downend meadow supports a Dipper territory.  This is important 
since Dippers are on the edge of their range in the Stroud District.   

The two fields on each side of the stream are old grasslands.  The northern 
field is mainly semi-improved on neutral soil.  The southern field is unim-
proved as indicated by the presence of numerous anthills of the Yellow 
Meadow Ant (which are probably the molehills referred to in Wendy Talbot 
Bristow’s account set out earlier in this proposal).  These ants are important 
food for the Green Woodpecker and other birds.   

 

Old anthills in the pasture, some half a 
metre across, attract green woodpeck-
ers and, once a year, flocks of seagulls 

The grassland, whilst relatively species poor, is typical of lowland meadows 
which have had low nutrient inputs.  The flora includes the grasses: Crested 
Dog’s-tail, Common Bent, Red Fescue and Yorkshire Fog with White Clover, 
Creeping and Meadow Buttercups.   

 

Wildflowers are abundant in the 
grassland of the meadow 



At the southern boundary of the latter field, a steep bank (the ‘picnic’ bank) 
rises to a scrubby, overgrown hedgerow with a number of tree species in-
cluding Hawthorn, Hazel, Ash, Field Maple, Holly, Wych Elm and Sycamore.  
The variety of trees indicates that this is an ancient boundary (and a foot-
path runs along here).  The bank itself supports more species-rich grassland 
of a more calcareous nature with Upright Brome, Wood Fals-Brome, Quaking 
Grass, Salad Burnet, Marjoram, small Scabious, Mouse-Ear Hawkweed, 
Rough Hawkbit, Lady’s Bedstraw and Yellow Vetchling. 

  Downend Meadow: Two small pastures bisected by a 
small stream, seen from the south 

 



Local Green Space (LGS) 2  

The fields between Horsley Village Churchyard and Nupend  

These two fields are a much valued part of the landscape of Horsley.  The 
total size is approximately 8.7 acres/3.52 hectares. 

One of the special features is the way in which open countryside reaches 
from the south into the heart of the settlement of Horsley and allows the 
movement of wildlife.  This tract of land still separates the very old hamlet of 
Nupend, lying to the West, from the centre of Horsley village.   

The early lay-out can also be seen in the 1838 and 1882 maps, (Supplemen-
tary Information B5 and H6). 

 

Aerial view of the fields (LGS 2), looking north-east from Nu-
pend in late June 2018, after cutting 

This area represents a typical and intrinsic aspect of the character of Horsley 
and its hamlets. The peaceful setting of the heritage asset of St Martin’s 
Church (Grade II listed), its churchyard of ancient monuments and other 
Grade II listed buildings in the vicinity is special to the community.  

The fields have been farmed since the late 18th century as hay pasture and 
have also been used to graze cattle. 



  
Old photograph of the north east corner of LGS 2 with view 
of the roofs of Horsley Village and the Tower of St Martin’s 

 

Similar view as above of St Martin’s Medieval Tower ex-
posed in late winter from the north east corner of LGS 2, 

March 2018 

The area may have been part of either the demesne of the old Priory and 
Church lands (to the East) or the Nupend farmstead (to the West), between 
which it lies.  

Nupend still features an 18th century threshing barn and farmhouse (both 
Grade II listed).  Nearby, just to the north of the field, on the other side of the 



B4058, is another set of 17th century farm dwellings (Park View), (Grade II 
listed).  These now consist of 4 terraced houses, outwardly little changed in 
appearance since their enhancement.  Some of the older cottages are set 
back from the road and in open sight of the upper section of LGS 2 (see 
English Heritage Map, Supplementary Information H3).  

The more recently converted cattle byre, which was once part of Manor 
Farm, is situated at the turn into Hollingham Lane.  There has been some 
modern infill that respects the linear pattern of the original Horsley Village 
settlement (along The Street).  This is interspersed with green frontages and 
garden spaces. 

Currently, there is still a clear sense of having left Horsley Village centre as 
you walk or drive west and then enter the old hamlet of Nupend.  There has 
been some sensitive new infill development in Nupend in more recent years, 
again following the linear pattern of the settlement. 

 

One of the fields, LGS 2, 
north-east corner looking 
east, winter 2018, showing 
mammal tracks/informal 
footpath 

In contrast with the Downend Meadow (LGS 1), the land is characteristic of 
the open ‘tops’ of the Cotswold AONB and provides panoramic rural views 
right across the Parish. 
The open space of the fields rise from the extended burial ground with a 
view to the East of St Martin’s Church and medieval tower, nestled beneath, 
and offers a tranquil spot where wild life such as Roe Deer can be seen graz-
ing.  



Roe Deer in the fields of LGS 2. 

From alongside and above LGS 2, the views stretch across the whole Parish 
in every direction.  Likewise the fields can be seen from across the Parish, for 
example from Nupend along Boscombe Lane, from Hay Lane on the south-
eastern side of the valley (see image below) and, especially, from Barton 
Down just below the A 46 where a footpath takes you to a delightful 
panorama of Horsley and several of its hamlets.  
 

The open and peaceful aspect of the landscape looking across to LGS 2 as 
it dips to the East from Nupend Hamlet with views of the far side of the 
Parish, (A 46 embankment in the middle distance and Barton End hamlets to 
the upper right of the image). 



Open green space with the fields of LGS 2 
and the tip of St Martin’s Church on the sky-
line seen from the South.  

 

Both fields comprising LGS 2 can be seen from the arable tracts of land by 
Tiltups, looking North-West. 

Just to the south, the hedgerow boundaries of the adjacent field follow the 
southern boundary of the Churchyard.  Here, there is an abundance of bird-
life; covering scrub and unimproved grassland, and Cotswold Plateau Habi-
tats. 
see Annex 5, for  Conservation Value of Habitats and Species in the Parish 
(table). 

The ground on the top of the field can be wet during the winter and follow-
ing heavy summer rain, and a spring rises not far from the boundary of the 
burial ground, where there is a patch of rushes.  In the cemetery nearby, 
burials can only be one burial deep because of the high and variable water 
table. 

There is an area of mass wastage to the south and south-west, see map 
(Supp.Inf. C3).  The complex of footpaths to the south of both fields, ac-



cessed normally between the Horsley village playing field and Boscombe 
are very popular with locals, as are all of the views. 

Part of the site was used in the past as the Horsley Carnival Field (in the 1940s 
and 1950s) (the remainder of which is now the football field) and occasional 
village “get-togethers” were held there.  An example was the June 1994 all 
day and evening Horsley Midsummer Caper (see image below).  

!  



 
 


