
Supplementary Information D5 

Special Places in Horsley Parish, Community Event, March 2015. 
Village walks and special places research for Horsley Neighbourhood Development Plan.  

Special places and favourite walks event methodology:  
  
Aim: To engage the community in issues relating to their local environment - defined as 
the area within the Parish boundary - in the context of the HNDP and with due regard to 
the directives established in Local and National Policies 

Objectives:  
 - to identify attributes of the environment of special value and significance at the 
present time 
 - to collect and collate evidence to inform the community about the attributes of their  
 environment/landscape. 

How we consulted: 
The Neighbourhood Development Plan Public consultation took place in the Village Hall, 
(2015). This was linked to a number of local experts leading parishioners on three guided 
walks (4.3). Using maps displayed at the consultation event - participants marked with 
pins on a large-scale map of the parish their special places, natural features and favour-
ite walks, and they accompanied this by placing comments on post-its.   

The OS map supplied by SDC (and modified using QGIS) showed PRoW so that consultees 
could orient themselves: 

  



Summary of comments: 

• Importance of adjacency/accessibility. Circular walking routes of relatively short duration 
were most favoured. 

• Most 'special places' very close to Horsley Village itself, Downend, Tickmorend, Washpool. 
• Sphere(s) of influence/hinterland - significance in terms of well-being 
• Distance from roads a characteristic feature - use of environment strongly influenced by loca-

tion of 'A' and 'B' roads. 
• Most 'special' places away from A46 and Horsley B road and close to settlements . 
• Lack of 'intrusive' elements important (e.g. away from noise of traffic) MAP 
• Lanes walked - advantage of relatively low traffic in Parish but also link to paths and, inde-

pendently, are associated with pleasant views. 
• Density of footpaths high (could measure this and ideally would need comparative data from 

other parishes) 
• Horsley Woods and walks through fields and woods towards Kingscote very important 
• Valley location important; terrain and road pattern effects choices 
• Water distribution; streams, waterfall, pools for visual impact, play, birds and mammals 
• Owls and bats valued (Link to habitat, lack of disturbance, light pollution etc.) Flora and 

fauna much appreciated 
• Significant that there is direct access to many routes/walks. Tendency for high frequency of 

short walks 
• Appreciate the views from high points (Visibility data, map) 
• Value of the 'local' and the immediate vicinity of village (importance of village envelope). 
• Quiet/tranquillity - distance from roads, amount/frequency/intensity of extraneous noise low 



(data unavailable but can be estimated) 

Identifying Special Places  

Comments and identification of ‘special places’ by community participants indicated that the 
environment is valued for its intrinsic attributes, with many respondents showing a particular 
interest and knowledge in flora, fauna and habitats, as well as being highly appreciative of the 
local landscape that provides many opportunities for recreation, tranquil retreats, etc.   

  

 
The first of the figures above show the aspects of Horsley Parish that are highly valued by the 
community. It is evident from the chart that the outdoor environment is a prominent feature of 
the Parish, with walks, wildlife and outdoor space considered as the top three aspects, closely 
followed by birds, water and flowers.  

This Word Cloud (below) was created from words describing what aspects of the environment are 
important to parishioners at the community consultation in 2015. 

     


