
Supplementary Information A9

Summary of Parish Consultation 2000-2017

N.B.References are to other Supplementary Information (Supp.Inf.) files in this Evidence 
Base

Early Consultation
Horsley has not been reticent in consulting its residents on Planning issues. In 2000 there 
was a comprehensive survey and questionnaire, resulting in the document, Horsley Ap-
praisal, see Supp.Inf. A1. 

Consultations undertaken since 2008
In October 2008 there was a ‘Village Ideas Meeting’ hosted by a father and son who are 
both architects living in Horsley. This established some of the characteristics of the dif-
ferent hamlets, for example, Nupend residents highly valued being surrounded by open 
countryside, whereas Downend residents appreciated their proximity to the amenities of 
Nailsworth, whilst remaining adjacent to the village rather than the town. 

In 2014 a series of fifteen ‘Hamlet Meetings’ were conducted in all the various neigh-
bourhoods and scattered settlements constituting the Parish of Horsley. This gave an op-
portunity to speak directly with residents who do not like to attend large events or fill in 
questionnaires or online surveys. 

Following these meetings another questionnaire was circulated, both physically and 
electronically, to every villager over 18 years old, and achieved an excellent response 
rate Supp.Inf. A4a and A4b. 

March 1st 2015 saw a well-attended public consultation day in the Village Hall which re-
ally launched the Neighbourhood Plan process. Questionnaires, post-it notes and com-
ments on the various sections of the Neighbourhood Plan were all collected and collat-
ed, see Supp.Inf. A7 for Housing Survey Summary. 

A series of Village Walks was also undertaken, during 2015, focusing on themes such as 
local social history, physical landscape and geology, agricultural evolution, and ecology 
and wildlife populations. Each was attended by 12 – 20 villagers and led by local experts, 
Supp.Inf. D5. 

Comments submitted to Stroud District Council (SDC) in response to Planning ap-
plications, notably for Nupend Farm and houses proposed near Horsley Court also evi-
dence the strength of local feeling. 

A School Travel Survey was undertaken by Harris Ethical in June 2017. See Supp.Inf. A 8 

Findings
The results of these consultations over the years have been remarkably consistent. The 
consensus of Horsley residents is that 



• Any further house-building should consist of groups of 1 – 3 dwellings, keeping 
within the present settlement boundary, and overall village growth should be lim-
ited to a maximum of 5%. 

• Village amenities must be preserved and if possible enhanced.  

• The dispersed nature of the various hamlets and neighbourhoods should be main-
tained as an essential feature of the nature of this Parish. 

• Residents of Horsley aspire to a high-quality visual environment, respecting the 
skyline and local vernacular as part of the AONB, and avoiding jarring new-builds. 

• The environment of the numerous listed buildings and treasured green spaces and 
views must be respected. 

• The predominant complaint of parishioners is the high speed of traffic along the 
B4058 and A46 through the village, but also through the narrow lanes.
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