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Introduction 
Harris Ethical Ltd. have been appointed by Horsley Parish to provide assistance in the 
completion of the Horsley Neighbourhood Development Plan. As part of the evidence 
gathering process a school travel survey was carried out to demonstrate the travel behaviour 
of children at Horsley Primary School. 

Travel behaviour at Horsley Primary School was assessed in two ways: 

1. A Hands up survey: teachers asked the children to simply raise their hand for the 
method they travelled to school that day. 

2. Travel survey with parents: parents were asked to complete a survey about how their 
children travel to school. 

The results from the surveys are included below. 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Results 
Hands up survey 

Foxes (year 1) 

Badgers (year 1 and 2) 

Otters (year 3 and 4) 

Owls (year 5 and 6) 

School Total 

Mode of travel Number of children Percentage

Walk 3 20%

Cycle/Scooter 0 0%

Bus 0 0%

Car 12 80%

Mode of travel Number of children Percentage

Walk 10 42%

Cycle/Scooter 0 0%

Bus 0 0%

Car 14 58%

Mode of travel Number of children Percentage

Walk 10 42%

Cycle/Scooter 1 4%

Bus 0 0%

Car 13 54%

Mode of travel Number of children Percentage

Walk 9 36%

Cycle/Scooter 0 0%

Bus 0 0%

Car 16 64%
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The hands up survey shows that the majority of students (63%) at Horsley Primary School 
travelled to school by car on the day of the survey. 36% of students walked to school. 

Mode of travel Number of children Percentage

Walk 32 36%

Cycle/Scooter 1 1%

Bus 0 0%

Car 55 63%
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School Travel Survey 

Q1: How do you usually travel to school? 

!  

Overall, the vast majority (70%) of children are given a lift to school. Around 30% walk to 
school either alone or with friends. 

!  

The above chart shows method of travel to school in tandem with where they live. The 
results show that those living within Horsley village predominantly walk to school, whilst 
those living within the Parish or outside the Parish predominantly get a lift to school in the 
car. 

Q2: How do you usually travel home from school? 
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!  

The chart above shows that the majority of school children are given a lift home which is a 
similar pattern to the way to school. Around 30% walk home from school. 

!  

The above chart shows how children travel home from school in relation to where they live. 
Those living within the village tend to walk home, whilst those living further afield almost all 
receive a lift home in the car. 
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Q3: How long does it take to get to school? 

  

The average time taken to travel to school is 10 minutes. The vast majority of travel times 
are under 20 minutes. There appears to be two anomaly results of 60 minutes and 100 
minutes travel time which may have occurred due to misreading the question, these have 
been excluded from the chart. 

Q4: What time do you usually arrive at school? 

!  

The chart above shows that almost all the children arrive to school within the same hour 
(between 8 and 9am). 

Q5: What time do you usually leave school? 

How long does it take you to get to school?
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!  

The chart above shows that almost all the children leave school within the same hour 
(between 3 and 4pm). 

Q6: How would you like to travel to school, even for one day a week? 

!  

The above chart shows how children would like to travel to school. The most popular answer 
is to walk (walk alone and walk with friends) with over 56%. Around 33% are happy to be 
given a lift. A small proportion of children would like to cycle to school (10%). 
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!  

The chart above shows how children would like to travel to school based on their home 
address. Of those living within the village, 45% would like to walk and 36% would like to 
cycle. Children living outside of the village but within the Parish would all like to walk to 
school. Children living outside of the Parish are split between walking on their own or with 
friends (55%) and being given a lift (45%) either on their own or with friends. 

Q7: What is your age group? 

!  

The above chart shows that responses were received from a variety of year groups. 
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Q8: Are you a boy or a girl? 

!  

The above chart shows that responses were received by an almost even split of boys and 
girls. 

Q9: Where do you live? 

!  

The above chart shows where respondents live. The majority live outside of Horsley Parish 
(59%). 30% live within the village whilst 10% live outside of the village but within the Parish. 
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Conclusion 

The initial Hands up Survey showed that the majority of children travel to school by car and 
a smaller proportion walk to school. This result was consistent with the School Travel Survey 
results. 

The School Travel Survey showed that those living within Horsley village predominantly walk 
to school, whilst those living within the Parish or outside the Parish predominantly get a lift to 
school in the car. Almost exactly the same trend was found for the return journey home. 

When asked what their preferred method of travel to school would be, even for just one day 
a week, the majority of children said they would like to walk (walk alone and walk with 
friends). A third of children are happy to be given a lift. A small proportion of children would 
like to cycle to school. Children living within the village showed a higher propensity for 
walking or cycling to school. However, children living within the parish also showed a high 
propensity for walking to school. 

The results from this survey can be used to demonstrate the number of children that could 
be persuaded to walk or cycle to school rather than using the car. It would be most realistic 
to target those living within the village or within the parish. 

A ‘walking bus’ whereby children walk together under supervision could be set up as a safe 
way of getting children to walk. A walking bus route could potentially allow for parents to drop 
children at the edge of the village, helping to ease car parking pressure at the school gate. 

According to the survey 26 children are currently driven to school – however the hands up 
survey showed there to be almost two thirds of children being driven to school. Of these, 14 
children are currently given a lift to and from school but would like to walk. A walking bus 
could be set up allowing these children as well as the 11 children who live within the village 
and currently walk to join them. 

A further study into how the closure of the B4058 to HGVs has affected parents’ attitude to 
walking to school could provide useful evidence in support of making this a permanent 
arrangement. 

.

 © Harris Ethical Ltd 2017


