
Supplementary Information A5 

Amenities, Assets and Sustainability  

A summary of 80 questionnaires completed on 1st March 2015  

Note: - not all of the 9 headings received constructive comment.  

Village Hall  

Appreciated by the community as working to full capacity but the full and detailed re-
sponse from the Playgroup should be discussed separately. 20 people stated the interior 
needed refurbishment, many also suggested expansion or rebuilding using ‘green materi-
als’. Concern over funding for maintenance was also mentioned. The surface of the car 
park and surrounding area require attention. Exterior lighting was also a concern.  

3 in 1 (in the Church building) 

All comments were positive and appreciative of this being an excellent space offering al-
ternative uses, apart from the poor acoustics and it being a little chilly sometimes! The 
space/neighbourhood would benefit from a broader range of activities.  

Horsley Primary School  

General concern for present working space/expansion/being over subscribed. Problems of 
car parking at busy school times leading to issues of safety were also widely expressed. 
(See interview summary at end)  

Seven questionnaires suggested a relocation/reorganisation between the School and Vil-
lage Hall (and the Community Shop) for reasons including: 

 1. Appropriate working/play space being adjacent to the playing fields.  

2. Safety for children/ pedestrians and traffic congestion 

3. Expansion for the school  

4. Community shop would be visible to passing trade  

This being possible, viable and desired requires separate enquiry to establish its validity. 

Community Shop and Pavilion  

The shop was generally cited as being an excellent facility, also valued for its role as a hub 
of village information and advertising, although many people confessed that they didn’t 
use it enough. Comments on the Pavilion were concerned with availability to the wider 
community for meetings, possible storage area, and changing for the the school children. 
The very poor surrounding road surface and parking were frequently mentioned.  

The Hog (Pub in village centre) 

Appreciated, valued by the community. Concern over obstructive parking at front of pub 
and on the corner of busy main road.  

The Playing Fields  

Valued by the majority as a vital community space and questions were asked whether 
there was a covenant to protect it. Other comments included: wider community use, pos-



sibility of tennis courts, and the fact that it is poorly maintained. The children's play area 
is highly valued as a meeting place but badly in need of upgrade of equipment and sur-
face. 

The Community Orchard  

Comments are equally balanced between those saying the orchards are well-used, enjoyed 
and productive and those who either state the orchard is unknown to them or that they 
find access difficult and the spaces should be more open to the wider community.  

St Martin's Church Burial Ground  

Those who commented expressed concern that available spaces for burial were becoming 
limited and we should therefore be thinking about acquiring more land to extend the 
graveyard. This quiet space is enjoyed by many and its maintenance appreciated.  

Car Parks  

Well over half the questionnaires were strident in their comments on insufficient parking. 
Overnight parking for many residents is a problem. Observations of inappropriate parking 
and congestion leading to issues of safety have been cited more specifically in other areas 
of this summary.  

In conclusion the neighbourhood questionnaires show that the community is appreciating 
the necessity for forward planning and sustainability. There are some interesting ideas 
which deserve more extensive investigation 



Interview at Horsley Primary School, 7th June 2016  
Polly Abbott and Helen Price went to Horsley Primary School and interviewed their Busi-
ness Manager, Sarah Edgell, with regard to the School's use of the physical amenities of the 
village.  

Sarah described the School's use of the Parish Church, Playing Field and Village Hall, all of 
which are essential to their activities. The conversion of the nearby Parish Church into the 
"3 in 1” has given the school a fit-for-purpose hall which they use daily for worship, includ-
ing assemblies and "Open the Book" drama bible study; PE lessons; music lessons and 
putting on performances; and daily lunch provision. The school accepts that the Church 
occasionally needs to use the building during school hours for funerals etc. The Playing 
Field is used by the school several times a week for outdoor Games lessons, and increas-
ingly for lunch time clubs, such as rounders, especially during the summer term, and for 
Sports Day and similar competition events with other schools. The Village Hall is currently 
used by the school for occasional events such as Sports Day and the Annual Fete and Bon-
fire Night celebrations, but there is growing demand for before- and after-school club pro-
vision which may require facilities to provide refreshments outside the hours that the 
school is able to use the church, so the Village Hall may be the best location for this, 
should it be realised. The school does not use the village Sports Pavilion (housing the 
Community Shop) at present.  

The school would greatly appreciate and seek to contribute to the resurfacing of paths and 
car parking areas around and between all these amenities, and Sarah made a couple of 
suggestions which would improve these areas from the school's point of view:  

First, the rounding off of the "dog-leg" corner of the converging paths just in front of the 
main Church Door would give a better "flow" to their use of the paths to the church and 
beside the Burial Ground up to the School Playground, eliminate a very muddy area of the 
grass, and provide more dry space for parents assembling to pick up their children at the 
end of the school day. Sarah suggested the possibility of providing another bench or two 
which might also be pleasant for the wider community using this space. 

Second, the school is currently using the playing field more often at lunch times, and a 
gate or steps into the village playing field close to the Belfry door of the church would 
mean that children would be able to access the playing field directly, (without having to 
be supervised by two members of staff as they walk in a "crocodile" around the church and 
through the busy and often muddy Community Shop/Pavilion and Village Hall parking area 
to the main gate of the playing field). This would also mean that they wouldn't have to 
wait until every last child has finished their lunch before setting off to the Playing Field, 
as there would be more staff available for supervision.  

We discussed the possibility of better quality footpaths encouraging fewer parents to drop 
their children off from cars parked on the Street right outside the school. We also dis-
cussed the implications of the planned houses replacing the Rovers' Coaches business di-
rectly opposite the school, and the increased number of children in the village when 16 
houses are built at Nupend Farm, (and other potential housing developments), which 
would cause difficulties if more children arrive in the village as the school is full at 
present. However, more children born in the parish would eventually mean that fewer 
children would come to Horsley School from Nailsworth, which might mean less car traffic 
outside school (although it was acknowledged that parents are often driving on to their 
own employment after dropping their children off, despite living close to the school).  

Horsley School is a main focus for the community, and it does utilise many of the village 
amenities to offer the children a wide and varied education despite the somewhat con-
fined space of the school’s own facilities.


