
Supplementary Information A3  
(See Section 5) 

Community Priorities 
These and other matters have been raised informally or formally through Parish 
Council meetings and are recorded in the minutes. They include:  

1. The need for a smooth, hard-wearing surface for the tracks and paths which ac-
cess facilities in the village hub. The road to the village Pavilion, Community Shop, 
Changing Rooms, and the new Play Area and the Playing Field is in a very poor con-
dition and does not drain.  

2. A smooth surface is also needed for the road, parking area and paths through 
the churchyard. As the Church building is now the ‘3 in 1 project’ in the village, 
there is increased use of this upgraded building. The paths in the Churchyard are 
currently surfaced in Cotswold gravel and are inadequate. These paths and tracks 
throughout the village centre (points 1 and 2) are not accessible for disabled 
people or pushchair users in their present state. 

3. The village centre has very limited on and off-road parking for residents, school 
users and visitors. This is particularly acute for Priory Fields, as the route through 
this residential estate leads to the Village Hall, Shop, Playground and Football 
Pitch as well as The Priory estate. Roadside parking would cause problems for 
emergency services on a callout. Extra parking is needed and improved signage. 

4. The Community Shop, which was started in 2008 with just 1 part-time staff 
member, only survives with funding from the Parish Council. Horsley is the smallest 
of the Tier 3 Settlements in the Stroud district and so is only just sustainable. The 
shop needs financial underpinning from time to time and functions with the sup-
port of volunteers.  

5. The Parish buildings need regular maintenance. The Village Hall provides a key 
amenity for the Playgroup, Toddlers and Youth Club and helps with the develop-
ment of the younger population of the village. The facilities are basic and self-
funding. The provision of a place where villagers can gather and interact in social 
occasions is a glue that holds Horsley Community together. Funding is required for 
the building upkeep and to support the three above-named groups. The Children’s 
Play area was rebuilt and extended in 2017 but will require some maintenance and 
occasional new equipment in the future.  

6. The Parish Church, St Martin’s, has been converted into the 3 in 1 Project 
(School, Church, and Community in one building) and is supported by the Parish. 
The School use it on weekdays in term time for a Hall, including assemblies, lunch-
es, PE classes and performances; the Church uses it on Sundays, and for weddings, 
baptisms, funerals and festivals. The building is available to hire for other commu-
nity uses during the evenings and at weekends, such as Pilates classes and con-
certs. Mainly self-funding keeps this historic listed building in full use.  



7. The Parish Council will continue to seek funding sources for larger village 
projects. Sources include CIL (Community Infrastructure Levy) which provides capi-
tal, running costs, equipment and/or land for community use, when building 
projects are approved, 106 agreements in relation to new affordable housing, and 
the PWLB (Public Works Loan Board). 
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