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Stroud DistricBuilt and Indoor Sports Facility: Needs Assessment

1 INTRODUCTION

Descriptionof report

1.1  Thisis one o& st of reports coveringstroud Districtprepared forStroud DistrictCouncilas
part of awider assessment oGreen InfrastructureDpen Space§port and RecreationStudywithin
the District It considers the provision of builprincipally indoor)sports and active recreation
facilities for the communityvithin the District

Study Overview

1.2  The National Planning Policy Framework (NPiRailsthree overarching objectivagquired

to achievingsustainable developmenteconomi¢ social and environmental. These dimensions
should provide a frameworkand shape the approach to assessing public open spg@En
infrastructure, sport and recreation.

1.3 The overarching intent othe wider studyis to provide a robust audit and assessm
evidence base of open space and sport and recreation areas set within a Green Infrastructure
network, enabling a coherent strategy approach to policy and developmenhagement
recommendations that follow five themes:

Protect the existing open spacetwork;

Enhance and improve the accessibility and quality of existing provision;

Provide new open space to expand the network strategically;
Createmultifunctional strategic hubs of open space; and

Work together to protect, deliver and effectively managg@ea space, green
infrastructure, sport and recreation provision across the District.

arwbdE

1.4  The study will inform thaeview of the StroudDistrict Local PlanThe aim has been to
complete the study to a standard, so thearobust and ugo-date assessment is gvided thatit:

1 is in conformity with relevant national guidance (including that of the government, and
national agencies and orgesations);

meets all of the requirements of the NPPF
allows the Council to meeequirementsarising fromplanned growth

enablesthe development of sound policy within the Local Plan Review;

= == =4 =2

provides & assessment in terms of quantity, quality and essibility;

I National Planning Policy Framework (July 2018) paragraph 8.
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Stroud DistricBuilt and Indoor Sports Facility: Needs Assessment

1 provides an assessment of the suitable uses for identified open spaces, for example
identifying opportunitiesor the installation of fixed play equipment where there is a shortage
of playspaces;

1 enablesthe Councilto identify areas of surpls and deficit in open space, sports and
recreation facilities with regards to quantity, quality and accessibility;

1 providesthe Councilwith an upto-date robust assessment of informal leisure, open space
FYR 2GKSNJ INBSYy Ay TNI aid MbeOthalzedls df thel LDcaEPAN NE ]
Review;

1 provides mapping information to support any proposed Green Infrastructurevordt with
the accompanying Gl Strategy recommendations

1 providesthe Councilwvith arobust evidence base to:

a) negotiate andapply provision at the major growth sites that may be proposed through
the Local Plan Review;

b) inform the negotiation of public opespace section 106 contributions with developers
and use of CIL where appropriate; and

c) inform the infrastructure requiremerst as part of the preparation by the Council of a
revised Infrastructure Delivery Plan and potential future change work on CIL

1.5 Thewiderstudyg A f £ LINRPGARS || NRBoOodzald FNI YS@g2N] (2 K
by providing a series of interrakd actions that are all working towards the same goal, which is to
protect, enhance and provide an open space, green infrastrucamet sport network across the
District to create a thriving landscape of wieltated and weiconnected open spaces, which
supports our existing and future community.

Methodology

1.6 ¢KA& NBLR2NI Aa oFlaSR 2y GKS { L2 Xppor@aniftiast | y R
DdZA RSQ 6! bhD0 YSUGK2R2f 2383 6KAOK | R@20FGSa |
anddemand and considering need in terms of:

1 Quantity - what facilities there are in the areand how man$
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Y Quality¢ how good ardacilitesiy G SNX&a 2F O2yRAGAZ2Y YR 0SAy3
1 Accessibility- where they are located?

1 Availability-K2 ¢ | @FAflo6fS NS GKS@K 06¢KS RSINBS 2-
W/ 2YYdzyAle ! &B5Q 64SS LI NI modm

1.7 ANOG states that it is only by wdtanding all these elements together and their inter
relationship that a rounded view can be obtained of the supply and demand for facilities in an area.
As also advocated by ANOG extensive consultation has been undertaken to inform the analysis.
Questionaire surveys were undertaken:

f ! NBAARSguvay® al YLX S
1 Surveys of national governing bodies of sport and local clubs.
1 A survey of parish councils and schools.

1.8 Discussions were also undertaken with W@gtrict Councilofficersand representatives of
other relevant agencies and organisations.

1.9 Other rekvant policies and assessments undertaken on behalf of the Council have also been
reviewed as part of a trawl for relevant information and data (mentioned at appropriate points within
this report).

1.10 An expanation of the use of population data is provideslAppendix 1

1.11 The assessment has alseeninformed by analytical techniques, which include GIS mapping,
and Sport Englandn-line analytical tools such as the Facility Planning CalculaRiv) ActiveLives
(AL) Active PeopleSurveys (APSpnd Market SegmentatioiMS) Active People andVarket
Segmentatiortools are explained further iAppendix 20of this report.

Report Framework

1.12 The report is made up @& main sections:

1 Section 2provides context for the study in respect of planned change within the local authority,
and an analysis of the characteristics of the population that have a relevance to planning for sport
and recreation. Key policies of other ls¢holders are also noted

1 Setions3,4,5,6 and 7provide an assessment of provision for different facilities/activities, based
2y I O2yaARSNI A2y 2F GKSANI ljdzk yiAGa& Alidel dz$

2 A questionnaire survey was therefore designed by Ethos and agreed bRigitiect Council. It was distributed to a
random sample of 4000 households. In addition, an online version was proroptibé Council. Respondents were asked

to respond to provide a viean behalf of their household, rather than simply as individuals. 516 surveys were completed.
The total number of people represented through the household survey was 1,135 and the avetsghdid size of the
households was 2.2 slightly lower than the W average and Stroud District as a whole
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¢ KS G SNY)Y Wsa vewtadyforhis&tudy anid defined below. At the end of each section
there are summary key messages.

1 Section8 considers the impact of future planned population change on those facilities/activities
considered in the sectiorsto 7. As appropria it outlines some potentiatandards of provision
for key facilities, and other appropriatrategicrecommendations to help meet both existing
and future demand for facilities.

What is community use?

113 4 Ada aAayYLX Sail vwibe?iyusetyordéséribediie Sxtd fvkEich & givanS NI
sport or recreation facility is available for use by members of the general commaititgr on a pay
asyou go informal basis, or as part of an organised club or group.

1.14 In practice, the above defindn of community use will include aide range of management
NEIAYSa 6K2aS | RYAAAdAAZ2Y |LESohDASa | @QSIaZaLD &
community; and, through to use by organised clubs and groups by booking or -emger
agreements etc. Wither facilities are available foignificant community use depends@everal

factors, including:

1 Type of facility (and whether its size and design might be of use to the community at large, or at
least significant groups within theommunity);

f The cost of using facilities, and whether &e | afidsdabiQ

1 The times and days of availability (times of most demand for the general community are likely to
be in the evenings and at the weekends, as well as duringyeék lunchtimgpopuar for people
at work)); and,

f The extenttowhichsuchtauS o6& (KS O2YYdzyAdG e -edn WI 343 dzNBRQ

1.15 Facilities will therefore have diverse value because of their varying scale, location, and
management/pricing policies. This is not to dehg importance of other smaller provision for local
clubs andgroups, as well as those residents who prefer to pay for access to private/commercial
facilities.

District-wide, local, and widerperspectives

1.16 As appropriate,tie report examines provision at both tBestrictwide andfor 8 individuallocal
WOt dz&ived M# geographical spread of tBéstrict, it is essential for the assessment to provide
this two-tier insight

1.17 There are facilities within neighbouringdal authorities that may be used by residentghod

District(and vice versagand this is reflected in the cros®rder analyses undertaken for key facility
types (such as leisure centres, and specialist venues).
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2 CONTEXT

General
2.1 This section:

1 Reviews keypolicies and priorities of the local authority, as well as otihgoortant stakeholders
relevantto planning for sport and recreation within the local authority.

1 Describeshe current demographic character of the local authority, and howlikédy to change
in the coming years, up to 20.

f Reviews characteristics of the adupopulationand how theyA y Tf dzSy OS LJS2 L) SQ4&
take part in sport and active recreatitin

2.2 Keymessagebave been identified, taking into account the above.

2.3  Policies and strategies are subject to regular chanfipe summary provided in this ston
was correct at the time of writing.

Strategic Context

National Strategic Context
National Planning Policy Framework (NPREYyised July 2018

24 ¢KS DblOA2ylrf tflyyAy3a t2fA0& CNIYSg2N] asSi
England and how tree should be applied. It provides a framework within which logakpared
plans for housing and other development can be produced.

2.5 The NPPF statélsat Strategic policieshould set out an overall strategy for the pattern, scale
and quality of developme, and make sufficient provisidfor:

1 housing (including affordable housing), employment, retail, leisure and other commercial
development;

1 infrastructure for transport, telecommunications, security, waste management, water supply,

wastewater, flood sk and coastal change management, and the provision of minerals and energy

(including heat);

community facilities (such as health, educatiomamltural infrastructure); and

conservation and enhancement of the natural, built and historic environmemtluding

landscapes and green infrastructure, and planning measures to address climate change

mitigation and adaptation.

= =

3 Of course, participation in sport and active recreation is not limited to adults, and many young people will be involved.
However, much of this #igity takes place within the school curriculum, which is largeisidle the scope of this repart

Also, Sport England analytical tools and data, such as Active People, Active Lives, and Market Segmentation include only
adults (16 years and over) in thatd. Where the needs of children and young people are relevany tieve been

identified in this report.

4 In line with the presumption in favour of sustainable development.
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2.6 The NPPF specifielBat Non-strategic policieshould be used by local planning authorities

and communities to set out more detailgmblicies for specific areas, neighbourhoods or types of
development. This can include allocating sites, the provision of infrastructure andncoity
facilities at a local level, establishing design principles, conserving and enhancing the natural and
historic environment and setting out other development management policies.

2.7  Neighbourhood planningives communities the power to develop a skduvision for their
area. Neighbourhood plans can shape, direct and help to deliver sustainable development, by
influencing local planning decisions as part of the statutory development plan.

2.8 The NPPF requires thatamning policies and decisions showddn to achieve healthy,
inclusive and safe placagich:

1 promote social interaction

1 are safe and accessibkend,

1 enable and support healthy lifestyles, especially where this would address identified local health
and weltbeing needs

2.9 To provide the social, recreational and cultural facilities and sent@eseet community
needs, planning policies and deoiss should:

1 plan positively for the provision and use of shared spaces, community facilities (such as local
shops, meeting places, sports venues, open space, cultural buildings, public houses and places of
worship) and other local services to enhance gustainabily of communities and residential
environments;

i take into account and support the delivery of local strategies to improve health, social and
cultural weltbeing for all sections of the community;

1 guard against the unnecessary loss of valiagilities andservices, particularly where this would
NBERdzOS (KS O2YYdzyA(&@aynéedsp f AGe (2 YSSOi Ada R

1 ensure that established shops, facilities and services are able to develop and modernise, and are
retained for the benefit of the communyt and

1 ensurean integrated approach to considering the location of housing, economic uses and
community facilities and services.

2.10 In respect ofopen space and recreatipthe NPPF states thafccess to a network of high
guality open spaces and opportities for sport and physical activity is important for the health and
well-being of communities. Planning policies should be based on robust atwdgte assessments

of the need for open space, sport and recreation faesit(including quantitative oqualitative
deficits or surpluses) and opportunities for new provision. Information gained from the assessments
should be used to determine what open space, sport and recreational provision is needed, which
plans should therseek to accommodate.

Existingopen space, sports and recreational buildings and land, including playing fields, should not
be built on unless:

Pagel| 6
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1 an assessment has been undertaken which has clearly shown the open space, buildings or land
to be surplus taequirements; or

1 the loss resliing from the proposed development would be replaced by equivalent or better
provision in terms of quantity and quality in a suitable location; or

1 the development is for alternative sports and recreational provision, theelies of which clearly
outweigh the loss of the current or former use.

2.11 Planning policies and decisions should protect and enhance public rights of way and access,
including taking opportunities to provide better facilities for users, for example byngddks to
existing rights ofvay networks including National Trails.

2.12 The designation of land as Local Green Space through local and neighbourhood plans allows
communities to identify and protect green areas of particular importance to them. Designlaind

as Local Green Spaceosid be consistent with the local planning of sustainable development and
complement investment in sufficient homes, jobs and other essential services. Local Green Spaces
should only be designated when a plan is preparedpafated, and be capable of endng beyond

the end of the plan period.

2.13 TheLocal Green Space designation should only be used where the green space is:

in reasonably close proximity to the community it serves;

demonstrably special to a local community and holds a particular locafisance, for example
because of its beauty, historic significance, recreational value (including as a playing field),
tranquillity or richness of its wildlife; and

1 local in charater and is not an extensive tract of land.

)l
il

2.14 In relation to pomotingsugainable transporti KS bt t C & G | (i Spportdnifigs S NJ |
to promote walking, cycling and public transport use are identified and pugsued

Sporting Future A NewStrategy for an Active Nation

2.15 This crosgovernment strategy seeks to addresatdining levels of sport participation and

high levels of inactivity in this country. Through this strategy, government is redefining what success
in sport means, with a neviocus on five key outcomes: physical wellbeing, mental wellbeing,
individual devéopment, social and community development and economic development. In future,
funding decisions will be made on the basis of the outcomes that sport and physical activity can
deliver.

216 LG Aa 3J20SNYYSyidiQa IYoAGA2yYy ( fogeiher totreatedBf S €
more physically active nation, where children and young people enjoy the best sporting opportunities
available and people of all ages and backgrounds nfoy¢he many benefits that sport and physical
activity bring, at every stage their lives.

2.17 Government is reaffirming its commitment to Olympic and Paralympic success but also
extending that ambition to noi®©lympic sports where it will support successaiigh grassroots
AYy@SaidyYSyld Ay GK2aS &Ll Nl a andlexp&tisé €he stritégiNdutyings | Y
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what is expected of the sector to deliver this vision, and how the government will support it in getting
there.

2.18 Public investment into comunity sport is to reach children as young as frears of age, as
part of thesi NI 1 S3ed ¢KS Y2@S gAft 4SS {LR2NI 9y3Ifl yl
those aged 14 and over to supporting people from five years old right through to pensjoamerbid

to create a more active nation.

2.19 Investment will be targeted at spoprojects that have a meaningful, measurable impact on
K2g 0GKSe& | NB AYLIN®DG helpig yhuSRpedipl€ gain skillsht@dgeEinto work, to
tackling social inclusn and improving physical and mental health.

2.20 Funding will also be targeted atayips who have low participation rates to encourage those
who do not take part in sport and physical activity to get involved. This includes supporting women,
disabled peoplethose in lower socieconomic groups and older people. Sport Engldvas
establsheda fund to get inactive people physically active and will support and measure patrticipation
in sport and wider physical activity going forward.

Sport Englandstrategyc W¢ 2 6 NR&a 'y | O20218S bl GA2yQ HAawmc

221 LYy NBalLlRyaS G2 GKS D2OSHNHEYEYRQA visirdilixha 3 Ng Xi
everyone in England, regardless of age, background or ability, feels able to take part in sport or
activity. Spor@ y 3f I YRQA Y Sé OAAA2Y YR AlGa adzZlI2NIAy3
government'sKey features of the new Strategy are:

1 Dedicated funding to get children and young people active from the age of five, including a new
fund for familybased activities and offering training to at least two teachers in every secondary
school in England todfp them better meet the needs of all children, irrespective of their level of
sporting ability.

1 Working with the sport sector to put customers at the hieafr everything they do, and using the
principles of behaviour change to inform their work.

1 Pilotingnew ways of working locally by investing in up to 10 places in Englamdix of urban
and rural areas.

1 Investing up to £30m in a new volunteering strategnabling more people to get the benefits of
volunteering and attracting a new, more diverse ramg&olunteers.

1 Helping sport keep pace with the digital expectations of customanaking it as easy to book a
badminton court as a hotel room.

1 Working absely with governing bodies of sport and others who support people who already play
regularly, to hgd them become more efficient, sustainable and diversify their sources of
funding.

2.22 With respect to the final bullet point (above) a projected 38% of Sgogland controlled
investment will be directed through the National Governing Bodies of Sport.igthe largest of
{LIR2NI 9y3IftlIyRQa FdzyRAy3d LINPINI YYSaod
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2.19 In addition to the above, there are seveNsational Governing BodiWGBof sport)) strategies

that set out medium to longeterm aspirations for the growth of sports concerned, and which will
have rdevance to this study. NGBs will have been guided by their own national strategies in
responding to the consultation underpinning this assessment.

Local Catext (refer to Figure2.1)

2.20 The District covers an area of approximatéy325 hectares (about 1 &guare miles). Stroud lies
about 20 miles north of Bristol and immediately south of Gloucester and Cheltenfaaistrict
shares boundaries with Cotswold District, Gloucester City, Tewkesbury Borough and the unitary
authority of South Gloucestershir@.othe west is the Forest of Dean, which sits on the opposite bank

of the River Severn estuary.

2.21 Much of the eastern half of the District falls into the Cotswold Area of Outstanding Natural
Beauty (AONB), which covers just over 5@G%he District's total lad area. The western half of the
District, characterised by the lelying landscape of the Severn Vale, is bounded by the Severn
Estuary and includes extensive areas of land liable to flooding which extend eastwards along the river
corridors within the Strad Valleys. The District contains internationally important wildlife sites at
the Severn Estuary, at Rodborough Common south of Stemdthere isbeech woodland straddling

the north eastern boundary of the District with Tewkesp District.

2.22 The main tow, Stroud, acts as the focal point of the wider functional urban area within the
Stroud Valleys. The Valleys are home to some 49,000 people (just over 40% of the District's
population), including just under 6,000 in the town ofilsaorth. Stroud town islte District's largest
commercial centre.

2.23 With the Gloucestet.ondon main railway line running through it, Stroud has easy rail access
to the north and east, including to Birmingham and London; junction 13 of the M5 lies fivetmniles
the west of the town entre.

2.24 Towards the south of the District lie the towns of Cam and Dursley (population approximately
15,000), which jointly act as a focus for the South Vale area. Cam and Dursley has a rail station on the
BristolBirmingham mainailway line. Stonehouseugt under 8,000 people) lies just outside the
topographical Stroud Valleys (3.5 miles west of Stroud), but the town functions as part of this urban
area. Close to the M5 junction 13, Stonehouse also benefits from a rail statitred@loucester

London Ine.

2.25 To the north of the District, Hardwicke (just under 4,000 people) forms part of the Gloucester
urban area. The remaining countryside areas of the District are mainly used for agriculture and
contain a large number of smalleswns, villages and hamlet§he population oStroud Districhas
increasedoy more than the national average.

226 Figure21aK2ga GKS 02dzyRFENARSa 2F GKS y Mist®OF f C
analyses and recommendatiswithin this report These clusters are used in the current local plan.
The clusters are comprised as follows:

1 Berkeley ClusterTown CouncilBerkeley; Parish Councils: Alkington, Ham and Stone,
Hamfallow, Hinton, Slimbridge.
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Cam/Dursley ClustefTown Council: Dursley; PsiiiCouncils: Cam, Coaley, Dursley, Nympsfield,
Owlpen, Stinchcombe, Uley.

Cotswold Fringe ClusteParish Councils: Bisksyith-Lypiatt, Cranham, Miserden, Painswick,
Pitchcombe.

Gloucester Fringe ClusteParish Councils: Brookthorpeth-Whaddon, Hardwie,

Harescombe, Haresfield, Upton St Leonards.

Severn Vale ClusteParish Councils: Arlingham, EImore FramptorSevern Frethernewith-

Saul, Longney & Epney, Moreton Valance, Whitminster

Stonehouse Fringe Clustefown Council: Stonehouse; Parish CdanEastington, Frocester,
Kings Stanley, Leonard Stanley, Standish

Stroud Valleys Clusteifown Councils: Nailsworth ar@troud; Parish Councils: Brimscombe and
Thrupp, Cainscross, Chalford, Horsley, Minchinhampton, Nailsworth, Randwick and Westrip,
Rodorough, Stroud, Whiteshill and Ruscombe, Woodchester

Wotton Cluster:Town Council: Wotton under Edge; Parish Councitierisly, Hillesley &
Tresham, Kingswood, North Nibley, Wotton under Edge

Figure 2.1Stroud District

Cotswold cluster
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Demographic Character and hoiwvis likely to change up to 240

Population

2.25 As at 208 the Districtwas estimatedo have a population 0119,074 This figure is based
upon population projections provided by the QNS he same projections kalate that by the year

2040 the populatin will have increased t035,429. This figure is itself only based upon previous
trends, and does not necessarily take into account the impact of planned new residential growth yet
to be determined.

2.26 ThisONS projectedgrowth will affect the local demogrdyy in different waysFigure?2.2
shows the impact it is likely to have on genergé &@ohorts within the population.

Figure2.2: Changing local population and age struct@re

160,000
140,000
120,000
100,000
80,000
60,000
40,000 I
20,000 I
0 L
0-9 years 10-54 years 55 years + All ages
m 2018 13,034 62,451 43,588 119,074
2040 13,561 64,949 56,919 135,429
H 2018 m 2040

2.27 The most noteworthy feature of the above changes is that whilst there is ammlbgeowth in
the population generally, the biggest numerical increases are in the oldest age groups and especially
within those in the post retirement age groups.

2.28 Generallyjt is the younger adult age groups between 16 and 45 years of age that have th
greatest propensity to participate in sports and active recreation. Whilst these age groups will
continue to grow within the local authoritthe majority ofgrowth will come fom within the older

age groups, and this will have implications for the wawimch sport and recreation facilities are
planned.

229 2 KI G GKS I 02 @S actdhdfanis iddinmpacy di plaRreyn@wi growth allocated
within the emergingnew Local Plan

5> Office of National Statistics Population projections by single yeagamms (2016 base)
6 Office of National Statistics Population projectidny single year age groups.
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Anticipated distribution of housing growth (208-2040

2.30 The Stroud District Local Plan identifies the housing, employment, retail and community
development that is required to meet local needs up until 2031. It sets out the strategy for
distributing development within the District and policies for prdieg ard conserving the natural

and built environment.

2.31 The District Council started the process of reviewing the current Local Plan last year. Following
O2yadzZ GFdA2yE FTYR O2YYAUGSS NBazftdziazy (GKS [/ 2
needs overthe next 20 years includes the following:

2.32 Town Centresthe Preferred Strategy will seek to deliver:

9 Stroud town centre: walking and cycling links to and from the Stroudwater canal and the wider
Stroud valleys network

1 Nailsworth town centreimproved walking and cycling links to the wider Stroud valleys network

1 Dursley town centre: improved walking and cycling links connecting with Cam and Uley

1 Wotton-underEdge town centre: the Greenway cycle and walking route, subject to further
feasibilty work; and,

1 Stonehouse town centre: better cycling and walking links with and signage to/from the
Stroudwater canal and to the wider Stroud valleys network.

2.33 Local Housing Needhe Preferred Strategy will seek to deliver: at least 638 new homes per
yearfor a twentyyear period, on a mix of brownfield and greenfield allocated housing sites of varying
sizes to ensure delivery is maintained throughout the plan period.

2.34 Local Green Spaces and Community Facilitibe:Preferred Strategy will seek to delive

A full audit of accessible open spaces across the District and their primary purpose

A mappedGreen Infrastructure G network, linking urban areas to the wider countryside,

identifying important habitats, landscape features, river and green corriéoid ecological

networks

1 A set of standards for local open space, sport and recreation facility provision to assess the
adequacy of provision

1 A full assessment of existing local open space, sport and recreation facility provision and
identification of supluses and deficiencies based on quality, quantity and accessibility

9 Site opportunities to address shortfalls in localeapspace, sport, recreation and community

facility provision

Opportunities to address gaps in the Gl network and enhance the netiwodtion;

Restoration of the derelict canal between Stonehouse and Saul Junction, reconnecting

Stroudwater Navigation tethe Gloucester & Sharpness Canal, including creating 30 hectares of

biodiverse habitat and canal towpath

1 Improvements to the Stonajuse to Nailsworth cycleway, including biodiversity improvement

and resurfacing work; creation of the Cam, Dursley and Uley Greenway and potential to deliver a

Wotton under Edge, Kingswood and Charfield Greenway

)l
)l

= =4
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1 Support for the dentification of local gren spaces through Neighbourhood Development Plans
and the protection of community facilities through existing Assets of Community Value
legislation

1 Opportunities to address identified community needs in association with new dewent
through the Communy Infrastructure Levy (CIL) and s106 agreements

1 Support for the planned provision of community facilities alongside housing growth through

master planning of strategic and other major developments

Continued protection of idenfied areas of biodiversityandscape, and heritage importanead,

A mitigation strategy for the Cotswold Beechwoods SAC to assess and address recreational

pressures including from growth within Gloucester.

= =

2.35 Growth strategy:the Preferred Srategy willdistribute at least 5,70@dditional dwellings and
sufficient new employment land to meet needs for ttveo decades

2.36 The strategy will concentrate housing growth at the main towns of Cam and Dursley,
Stonehouse and Stroud, where there is best accesgtaces, facilities, jokend infrastructure.

2.37 Housing and employment growth will also be centred at two new settlements at Sharpness
and at Wisloe within the Severn Vale (A38/M5 corridor) where there is the potential to create new
sustainable communitis along garden villageipciples. Further strategic employment growth will
also be concentrated at accessible locations within the A38/M5 corridor.

2.38 In order to meet wider development needs and to support and improve existing services and
facilities atsmaller towns and largerillages, lesser levels of growth will be delivered at the local
service centres of Berkeley, Minchinhampton, Nailsworth and Painswick.

2.39 Limited further growth will be delivered at the villages of Brimscombe, Chalford, Kings
Stanley, Kingswood, Leona8tanley, Manor Village and Thrupp which have a range of local facilities
and which benefit from good transport links, or which have the potential to develop better transport
links, to strategic facilities at the nearby towns ofdbd and at Wottorunder-Edge, where growth
potential is limited by environmental constraints.

2.40 Further infill development to maximise the use of brownfield land will be supported at these
and other settlements within settlement development limits

Participationby adults’ in physical activity, &luence, and deprivation

2.39 For 10 years the Sport England Active People surveys ran annual sample surveys of adults (16+
years) and information from these surveys is presented later in this reparther detils of the
Active People Sueys (APS) are containedAppendix 2

2.40 The sequence of surveys reached Active People year 10 (AP10), and has now been
discontinued, and replaced by an Active Lives Survey in @@EcalscAppendix 3. Active Lives is

7 Participation by children in physical activity is not considered Harewill be covered in a forthcoming initiative
O2YYA&a4a4A2YSR 0O®DIAIENTG ADBANYIF YRAGRNSY FyR |, 2dzy3 t S2LX Sé¢ o
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also a regular survey of adult actiy but asks slightly different questions, and uses a different
methodology compared with Active People. As at the time of preparing this report, Active Lives had
only been running for 2 years, so not enablimganingful comparison between results ovenseful

time sequence. For this assessmarde has therefore been made of both surveys.

2.41 Research has shown that there is a high correlation between levels of deprivation, and
participation levels in sport angecreation.(i.e. the more deprived an areagHower the tendency

for residents in those areas to participate, and vice veraajl this correlation is evident Figures

2.3 and 2.4. Both Figures have traffic light colour scheme reflecting the Indek Multiple
Deprivation (IMD)scores for thedcality. All of the approximately 30,000 plus Census Super Output
Areas (SOAs) within England have been categorised into one of four quartiles based on their ranking
in the most recent available government IMDthe time of this study. The red repressr$OAsS in

the highest ranked (most deprived) quartile whilst, the dark green represents those in the lowest
ranked (most affluent) quartile.

2.42 There are some parts difie District (in the Cam and Durslagea)which appear in the worst
quartile. Other areas(in the Stroud Valleys and Stonehouse Cluster) contain populations in the
second worst quartile.

2.43 Underlying the IMD data in Figure 2.3 are data indicating % of adults which Active Lives
indicate undert&e 30 minutes or less physical activity/week (exclgdiardening)Local Active Lives
data is available down to Census Middle Super Output Area (MSOA), which are larger than SOAs.

2.44 Acknowledjing that there are areas otside the District that score far wogsusing this
measure, the Figure suggests associatbn between low physical activity levels and higher
incidences of deprivation within the DistricEigure 2.4tends to confirm the existence of this
association, through once more overlaying IMD dataoq(tihis time) Active Lives dathut this time
on the% of adults taking part in physical activity for more than 150 minutes/week.

8 IMD stands for Index of Multip Deprivation. This is a government sponsored suite of social, economic and other
indicators that seek to inform the assessment of relative deprivation and affluence, geographitailyEngland. The
index/indices are based on ONS geographical unit$,aae updated periodically.
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Figure 23: Deprivation and low participation

Middle Super Qutput Areas (2011) - MSOA {2011)

% of adults on = 30 minutes of physical activity/week (excl. gardening)
Il o-1849
P 1849-2195
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B 293-4458
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Index of Multiple Deprivation (IMD) Rank (1 = most deprived)
H1-82115 8.211.5-16,422.5
16,422.5 - 24,633.5 W 24.633.5-32,844

Middle Super Output Areas {2011) - MSOA (2011)
% adults on >150 minutes physical activity/week {excl. gardening)
-58%
-63%
-67%
- 84%

Lower Super Qutput Areas (2011)

Index of Muttiple Deprivation (IMD) Rank (1 = most deprived)
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16,422 5 - 24 633.5 B 24,633.5- 32844
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2.45 Active Lives (and previs\ctive People) survelyghlight the relative popularity of different types
of sport and physical recreation. Ftire Active Livesurveysactivity-by activity datawere (at the
time of preparing this report) unavailable at the local authority lewd#bwever, local levels of
popularity for respective activitiesre likely to be similar to those in England as a whole

Figure 2.5: Active Lives survey results for adults taking prteast twicein the last 28 days* for
selected activity groups (excludingagdening)

Racket sports [ %%
Adventure Sports gy 2%6
Cycling for travel I %%

Team SpOrts pu— 332.5

i iviti 4.6
Swimming activities p—— /00

Activity

Cycling for leisure pu— E8

Running, athletics, or multi—sports_ 678

Fitness activities

0.0 2.0 4.0 6.0 8.0 10.0 12.0 140 16.0 18.0 20.0
Millions

Nov 16/17 mNov 15/16

*at the time of the survey

The finding reveal that many people are actisimply throughwalking or cycling. Fitness activities
such as going to the gym, or aerobics are also extremely popular; whilst, many codified sports
activities are muctesspopular amongst adults.

Key Messagefom this section

242 ¢KS OKINFYOGSNI 2F (GKS 20t I dziakdidefed e LI2 L
types of sport, play and leisure activity appealing to local people.

2.43 The natural ageing of th& A a (s Ndpulaiion will to some extent be offset in local areas
that are subject to significant new housing growth.

2.44 The Council is working in a financially challenging environmehts brings challenges, but
it also presents a clear opportunity for réewing thS / 2dzy OAf Q&4 f SA&dzNB &S
operates.
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245 ¢KS [/ 2dzy OAf Qa OdzNNBy G | y R theimpodhdeypi3usididable £ 2 O
provision of sports and recreational opportunities, for the beneftioth of people and the
environmert.

246 OutsilS (GKS LINAYOALIf aSdidtSyYSyidaz G§KS 5AaidNg
providingsusl F Ay 0f S ALIR2NIAa YR NBONBFGA2Yy I f 2 LII2 NI
clusters will experienceunique issues due to their varying geographicné demographic
characteristics.
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3 LEISURE CENTRES IN GENERAL

General

3.1 Sections 4 and %Bleal discretelywith sports halls and swimming pools, which are basic
components of community indoor/built sports provision. Between them they can host a range of
WetCanddryCactivities and facilities. However, they are in themselves often part of larger complexes
hoging2 i KSNJ FI OAft AdGASa FyR ada20AF0SR | OGAQGAGASAE

3.2  Leisure Centres continue to form the bedrock of local authdltyltQsports provision. In
largelyrural local authorities, such &Stroud District leisure centres and #hassociated outside
facilities can oftenbe the only sports and recreation facilities that are owned/operated by the
principallocal authority

3.3  Whilg Sections 4 and &xamine the local supply and demand of indoor swimming pools and
sports halls However functioningleisure centrediosting pools, sports halls and other faciliten
offer something more than the sum of the total parts, and the sypdygtween different elements
and activities within a leisure centre can provide economic, health and |soereefits that are
significantly more than if poolsports hallsand other elementsre built in isolation.

3.4  Essentially, this section deals withethrimary leisure centres, which are owned by bistrict
Council; t also covers provision in the education sector where relevant. However, the contribution
made by private and commercial leisure facilities in meeting local needs is recognised within the
report as a whole.

3.5 There are clearly synergies between provisiodifferent sectors for example, provision at
commercial venues may help to alleviate pressurepablic facilities, whilst also offering their
customers an environment within which thégel more comfortable.

3.6 Nonethelessthe main focus of this assessméntt 2y Tl OAf AGASE GKI G
(See paragraph 1.13).

Existing provision withStroud Distict (quantity and quality)

3.7 There arecurrently six facilities operating in theDistrict which have the character of
community leisure centresFour of theséhad, at the time of preparing this report, financial input
from the District Council to influence how they are managed for community benefit.

9 Stratford Park Leisure Centre, Strd@¥et and dnQiacluding 25m x 4ane pool, squash courts,
activity studios,equipped fithess suiteswet/dry changing, café, physio rooms, dedicated
reception lifts,and 50m Lido pool for the summer montihe venue is sevithin the attractive
and multifunctional Stratford Parkt KA & @Sy dzS A a&NEZLJISNI (OSIR o680 RYD
District Council.

f The Pulse, Durslegdet andR Nidduding 25 x 3 lane poatquipped fithess spa¢eand large
dance/ctivity space, wet/dry changing, dedicatexteption with refreshment area, viewing area
for pool,and lift). This venue is managed directly by the District Council.
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f  Maidenhill Sports CentreMaidenhill School Stonehoused W R NEB Qchurt gpbris Kallgym,
dance/activity room, changing, and dedted reception).Thisvenuewas, up until September
2018, managed outside school hours by the District CouridieStonehouse Sports Centre Ltd
now works in partnership with the Governors of Maidenhill School to endinat the facility
remairs open tothe public outside of school hours

f Thomas Keble School, EastcomiieW R NB Q-EourtgspaitK halljequipped fitness suite
dance/activity room, changing, and small reception kio$kjs venue was, up until September
2018, managed outside scholeburs bythe District Council. School Letting Solutidres now
been engaged by the schaol manage community useutside of school hours

f Wotton Sports Centre, Katherine Lady Berkeley SchpdV R NB Q -koyirCspatinaly 3 n
squash courtequipped fitness ste, activity/dance studip changing, and dedicated receptjon
¢CKAA @OSydzS A& YIyl 3SR 2dziaadSitadiedrése 2t K2 dzNE

f Rednock Sports Centr&®ednock SchooDursleyd W R NE Qouns spart&hall equipped
fitness suite, 2 squsn courts, changing, reception kiosk, attached community/social venue)
This venue is managed both inside outside school hours by the school.

1 Archway School, Stroud W¢ S G I y Rcour Ngdre3 hadl, eduiipedifitness suite,
activity/teaching room20m x 4lane swimming pool, wet/dry changing, reception kiogK)is
venue is managed both inside outside school hours by the school.

3.8 The facilities athe Archway SchopWotton Sports Cendr, Rednock Sports Centf€homas
Keble Sports Centre, and Maidet Sportsare therefore not resourced by the District Council.

3.9 All of the above avenues hawitside facilities, such as courts and pitches, but which are
beyond the scope of this report.

3.10 Otherlargerstate-funded andndependent schools the local athority havesignificantouilt
sports facilitiegsee below)Whilst these can sometimes be available for outside use by clubs and
organisationstheir primary function is to meet the needd the school Thenoteworthy schools in

this respectare:

1 Woycliffe College and Preparatory School, Stoneho(se)ependent schooll x 8court sports
hall, 1 x 3court sports hall, dance/activity space/equipped fitness suite. The facilitiegsadby
a variety of community sports clubs, when not required by the stfiacluding football, hockey,
rugby, cricket, netball, and basketball.

1 Marling Schoql Stroud (state-supported school 4-court sports hall,equipped fithess suite)
Facilities are letegularly to local judo, netball, basketball, and football clubsesports hall is
let out to external clubs and organisations every weekday evening and Saturday mpsoitiys
only availability is Saturday afternoons and Sundays.

3.11 The above schookherefore allow varying amounts of community access to their facilities,
subject to the priority demands of the school.
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3.12 Stroud High School for Girthas a 4€ourt sports hall, but is largely for school use, albeit there
is evidence of a small amount of clube.

Site visits

3.13 Site visits have been conductatthe six key venueabovewith nontechnical assessments
being made. Th&llowing principal dservations are made:

T

Stratford Park Leisure Centréittractive facility located in Stratford Paibenefitting from ample
car parking. The venue is maintained to a high standdodvever, the # (oldest) squash court is
in need of renovation, and perhaps would be better suited to conversion for alternative bee.
Lido pool is clearly a very attraatiand iconic warm weather facility.

The PulseA very busy and modern venuetime heart of Dursley. Parking immediately next to
the venue iextremely welused, but there is also parkirag the nearbysupermarket. The pool

is clearly heavily used, astl®e new extension housing the equipped fithess suite and studio.
There is litte scope for physical expansion of the venue beyond its footprint, given adjacent car
parking and embankment to the rear.

Maidenhill Sports CentreConventional schodports hall that has benefitted from ddional
investment to also provide a dance/aagty studio, equipped fitness suite, and dedicated
reception. Howeversignage to the venue is very poor, as is the narrow and awkward access from
the road.Carparkings oncampus and considered reasonable for a venue of this size.

Thomas Keble Sports s@ol: A modern, attractivesports hall amongst other facilities. Parking is
sufficient. The sports hall roof leaks during wet weather.

Wotton Sports CentreExternally has the appearance of a 1960s/70s school sports block, but
there has been much upgrad internally including an attractive reception. The venue is set in
large and attractive playing fields and there is ample parking.

RednockSports CentreConventionabnd datedschool sportdacility, with ample parking. The

venue also includes a commity centre and social building which offers synergies. The internal
OANDdzE F A2y A& ONI YLISR F yR dzy lisiaishdll Oftick e | vy
middle of the block and removed from the entrance. Changing is dated and unappealing.

Archway SchoolConventionaland datedschool sportsfacility, with ample parking. There is
potentially an attractive reception area. The changis dated and very unappealing. There are
also issues with the suspended sealing in some part of the complexswimming pool is
removed from the main sports block, and could not be viewed, although the pool is used by local
clubs andgroups by arrangment.

Outside the local authority

3.14 Outside the local authority, thenore significant leisure centres within convient distance of
parts of theDistrictare likely to be
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f Yate Leisure CentréSouth Gloucestershir€ouncilW¢ S | y Rpod bdinglex indludifg
25m pool, Zcourt sports halls, studios and fithess suite, squash cqurts)

 Thornbury Leisure CentreSouh Gloucetershire CouncilW¢ S | y R pdeINsBniplexg A (i K
including 25m pool, 2 x-8ourt sports halls, sdios and fitness suite, squash courts, indoor
bowling)

Brockworth Sports CentreTewkesbury District Cound® ¢ S G | witR 25R IdddIQ4court
sports hall, equipped fitness suite, studio

1 GLi1Centre Gloucester City CounéW g S i | YR R NXplex ingladindk25rhJ2Bhé; 2502 Y
X &4lane, learner pools,-8ourt sports hall, equipped fitness suites, studios/activity spaaed,;

f Beaufort Spas Centre Gloucester City CoundlW¢ S | YR RNE Qlana go6l,f4dzR A y :
court sports hall, equipped fitness suite, dance/activity room.

315 ¢KSNBE g6Aff 06S 2GKSNJ ayhffSN gSydzSa 2dziaARS
residents, but he above are very likely to shateK S f F NAS Yl 22NAdG& 2F WSE
District, and may be more conviemt to reach for some residents in the outer reaches of the District.

3.16 The potatial accessibility to externalentres is consigted furtherin the relevant sections
dealing wth Swimming Pools and Sports Halls (Sections 4 and 5)

Key Stakeholders
The views of localesidents

3.17 As part of the overall assessment a sample residents/household survey has been conducted.
The survey highlightedhat spat and leisure entres areused regularly by significant number$
households on a regular basMore detail is provided in the two sections of this report dealing with
swimming pools and sports ha(lsections 4 and 5)

Data on usage

3.19 Data on the use doth the Stratford Park ahThe Pulse Leisure Centres have been provided
These tvo venues will be the most heavily used in the District in respect of community activity.

3.20 The data are summarised Figures3.1and 3.2 The figures relate to visits byth members

and normembers over the period and, as can be seen, there has been considerable variation from
month to month, with low points commonly occurriglgringthe principal holiday periods. However,

the overall trendin the near 3-year period has sn a modest growth.The modernity and
attractiveness of a leisure centrare factors influencing levels of use. It is hogehat recent
refurbishments and developments at thwo leisure centresvill improve further level®f visits and

use.
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Figure 31: Overall time-sequence trend of usage @tratford Park Leisure Centre (April 20:March 2018)
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Figure 32: Overall timesequence trend of usage dthe Pulse Leisure Centre (Az015March 2018)
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Other significant components of successful leisure centres.

3.21 The key to a successfeidure centreisthat it should be planned, designed and managed

a way that best meets the need$the targetcommunity and market niche. The key components of

a successful leisure centre also vary greatyne of the bigger facilities can offer iceksn extreme

sports accommodation, indoor bowls gree@utdoor provision like floodlit artificialitf pitches are

also very popular with users. However, in respect to indoor facilities there are two types of provision
(beyond swimming pools and sports Isalwhich can oftefinelp underpin the finances of centres
GKSaS I NBE WKSI f 0yKR I YWaRITdEseAlRyfaitHehastdrfany'$ A MR A OA Rdzl
activitiespopular amongst certain demographics groups, and these in&lude

Exercise, Movemeinand Danceincludes dance exercise;

Fitness & Conditioningincludes body building, conditioniragtivities / circuit training, cross

training, exercise bike / spinning class, exercise machine / running machine / treadmill, health

and fitness, keep fit $it ups, step machine, skipping, powerlifting and weight training;

1 Gym:iIncludes exercise sessiotlassified by respondents as 'gym' without reference to specific
machines (which are included in Fitness and conditioning); and,

1 Keepfit Classedncludes Bdy Attack, Body Balance, Body Combat, Body Jam, Body Pump, Body

Step, Body Vive, Boxercise, Piat¥oga and Zumba.

1
1

322 1 SIFfGK YR CAlySaa adaidsSa o6lsc{o Aa | &SN
range of equipment designed to help with abro and anaerobic health, fithess and training regimes.

They can be found as standalone venuesften as part of a larger sports and leisure complex such

Fa O2dzyOAf fSA&Adz2NE OSyiNBa FyR O2YYSNDAFf WK
participation rates amongst both women and men. Many are run on a commercial club basis, and
those inlocal authority leisure venues can help to crgstsidise other facilities.

3.23 The provision of flexible studio and activity spaces is an increasingly impeleament of any

local provision, meeting the increasing need for mmaious physical activity psggrammes as
opposed to formal sport opportunities.They are most commonly used for dance and aerobics
sessionsbut can also host martial arts and many atlaetivities that do not require large spaces
Provision covers various sectors including locahauity, private, commercial, club, and education.
These sectors afforded by a variety of access opportunities ranging from pay and play (such as those
foundAy G KS / 2dzy OAf QamarkeScorandeitiBl club Sayililied 5 4 0 G 2 dzLJ

3.24 Details on the currenibcation of known such facilities is provided #ppendix4.

3.25 The importance of these two types of facility in respect of usage by local peblevisby
reference to Sport England Active People Survey data. The Active People Surveys and the method of
sanpling is explained iAppendix 2 Amongst other activities a@redthese surveys provide data on

0KS ydzYo SN 2F | Rdz lgymandReBplitattiNties(seé dbdva defimitiopdnibkli A Y
is considered to be fairly representative of use ealth and fitness suites.

SThebulletlt2 Ay i SR GSN¥a yR RSTAyAGA2y & FNB ol asSR 2y 3IdzA Rl y(
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Figure 33: Adults participating ingymand keep fitactivities at least once a week.

——England South West  =fe=Gloucestershire  ==d==Stroud
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—¢— England 12.60% 14.10% 14.00% 14.30%  14.30% 14.60% 15.30% | 15.40% 15.50% 16.00%

South West 10.60% 12.50% 12.40% 12.70%  13.00% 12.70% 13.10% 13.80% 14.50% 14.40%
=—#— Gloucestershire| 11.20% 12.50% 13.80% 15.10% 14.50% 14.60% 14.30% 12.10% 15.90%  16.80%
== Stroud 9.76% | 11.90%  12.10% 15.40% 11.00% 9.86% 11.30% 11.30%  16.50% 14.20%

3.26 From these the headline figures are as follows:

Averagéo Min% Max%
England 14.61% 12.60% 16.00%
South West 12.97% 10.60% 14.50%
Gloucesgrshire 14.08% 11.20% 16.80%
Stroud District 12.33% 9.76% 16.50%

3.27 The maximum survey point reading for tBéstrictis higher tharfor England and the South
West, but lower than for thecounty. However, the overall average for the District compares
unfavaurably with those for theother geographies. If a figure of 14% was assumed, this would work
out at 13,5770f the adult population taking part on a regular basisd at least weekly

3.28 The Market Segmentation data and tool from Sport England are expldumtder in
Appendix 20f tK A & NB L2 NI Z 0dzii U K&ondyclgioupingd withis the addit § 2
population that are defined in Appendix Rurthermore, Market Segmentation dasaggest that the
number of adults who would like to do moeports ativity and whostated theirpreferred option

for this would be keep fit and gym (including aerobics classes) projected to the following:
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Figure 34: Adultswith the propensity totake part in Keep Fit and Gym activity
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3.29 Market Segmentatiortherefore estimates15,217adultsin the District have the propensity
to take part inaerobics/gym activitywhich ishigher than theActive Peoplébased estimate (above).

330 ¢KS CAGYyS&aa LYRdzZAGNE ! aa20A1 GA2Y yo GIKISO ariLa
adradAaz2ya F3AFAyald GKS OdNNByd FYyGAOALI G§SR RSYI

331 ¢KS Y2RStf RSTAySa KSIfGK FyR FTAOYyS&aa dzaSNa
Ay Of dzBA YIS ONBEz YSYOSNB |yR dzaSNa 27 f2()1 | dzi
LISNA2R RSYlFIYRX FyR GKS LISI{1 GAYSa INBE ARSYOAT.
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¢l ofpf HOOHYROdzE | A2y TFT2NIZXKBY I IKKE yBGLTFAVYBERV

Standard Values Total
Population(over 16) dbc Zdyo
% ofpopulation participatingn health and fitness VR 2 OMbp 3 T
activity
Average number of visits per week H®n OHXpYyC
No. of visits in peattime C piz HWY M
No. of visits on one hour of peak time HW 2 dzNE Tp GH WIYKMH y
K2 dzN& 0
TOTAINO. OF STATIONS REQUIRED (PEAK TpcC

3.34 This shows thiaon this basis, a total a6 stations are required during the pedime period

to accommodate anticipated current levels of demand. According to Active Places, the current supply
(See Appendif)is6190 A F FIF OAft AGASE GKI G | THStwoFigunes thed@ih O (i S
are not too far removed from each other, but perhaps different enough to suggest that there may be
scope for growth in local participation. This conclusion wouldupported by the comparative Active

People and Market Segmentation data.

Accessibity (Geographical)

3.35 Thehousehold surveygonsultation conducted as part of the overall study identified where
households make use of the opportunities identifiéd the cas of sports/leisure centre§7% of
users are prepared to travel up to 15 minutes to make use of such faci#®sof these would travel
up to 20 minutes and4% more than 20 minute$his indicateshe majority (75 percentile) being
somewherearound20 minutes The most popular mode being by e&ee Figure 8.
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Figure3.6: Residents§preparedness to travel td_eisure Centres
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3.36 Acceptable travel times to major community facilitissich as swimming pooknd sports
halls are discussed in later sect®

Plans for future newand changedrovision

3.37 Currently, there are no formalized plans for new leisure centre venues, although new facilities
have previously beepart of the new Forest Green Stadium proposal at the A417/M5 junction.
However there is urcertainty about the principle, nature and scaitthe development, at the time

of writing this report.

3.38 Plans for improved provision at existing centres exist, and these are covered in relevant
sectionscovering specific provision.

3.39 TheDistrictCound?d GAUKRNI gt FNBY Ay@g2ft dSYSyid gAi
at both Maidenhill and Thomas Keble School venigases some uncertaintyover the future
availability of both these venues for use by the community at lafdgsvever, both schools &ve now

put in place alternative community use management regimes, ttiede are model examples of
schootbased leisure centres elsewhere operatsgcessfullglespite the absence of local authority
funding.One such exemplar is at th&otton School whereommunity use of the leisure centre is
managed by the Wotton Sports Trust.

Key messagegom this section

3.40 Leisure trends and demands change, and so too should local authaotytrolled leisure
provision, if theW2 F F SN A a (t2actideSo gét audrd pedple $1i6 bhendficial physical
activity.

3.41 Leisure centres offer more than the sum total of all their parts, and the right mix of facilities
can improve the financial sustainability of centres.
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3.42 Provisim of H&F and studio provisionra now integral to the successful operation of the

best leisure centres, and these should not be thought of as just supporting the traditional main
components of pools and sports hallg. KS& | NB W6 A3 K ApiovideN#EM®e addy (0 K
attractive venues.Whilst the H&F market has expanded rapidly within tHaistrictin recent years

there may be scope for additional limited expansiomncreasedpopulation through planned

growth may alsoheightendemand for such facilies.

3.43 Major funding opportunities arising out of developer contributions, should allow for a
review of the way in which leisure centres are provideuhd run in the District Section8 identifies
that the scale of growth predicted in th@®istrict by 2040 will generate substantial demand$or
new leisure centre facilities.

3.44 With the District Counci @ithdrawal from direct investment in and manging alual-use
leisure centres developercontributions may b&ome a vital source of funding fosuch schoot
basedcentres.
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4 INDOOR SWIMMING POOLS

General

4.1  This section considers the provision of swimming facilities within the local authority with
respect to quantity, quality, and accessibility and availability (for community Ksg)messagesill

then be summarised. Swimming as an activity wiecoot ust casual swimming by members of the
public, but also race swimming, synchronised swimming, and water polo etc. Pools can also be used
as training venues for canoeing and sadua, although the utility of conventional pools for such
activities idimited.

Quantity

Existing provision (general)

4.2  Figure 4.Ibelowshow the locatiorand descriptiorof key community swimming pools within
the Districtand just outside théistrict Table 41 lists all indoor pools within th®istrictof which
this studyhas a record.

4.3  The most important community pools within the District are those at Stratford Park Leisure
Centre (Stroud), and The Pulse (Dursl@yjese accommodate the major part of resident demand
within the District. There are othendoor pools that ae usedfor club and group activity including at
The Archway School (Stroud); and, at Wycliffe College by community clubs at these two venues

is limited by the primary function of the pools to meet school needs.
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Figure 4.1: Location of key swimming @ols

4.4  Important local seasonal venues are located in Wotton (Wotton Pool is a small Lido Pool with
retractable cover); andhe 50metre Lido at Stratford Payrkhe latter also being used by clubs for
training in the warmer montk.

4.5  Although initially heted before the war, the lido is now a celdater pool, open for around

100 days a year during the summer months. The lido has some repair requiresedtsffersvery

limited access for disabled people.

4.6 These constraints artllB Ff SOG SR Ay enpg&g&merd dith Yhdzgobl (TeQdsItor
numbers have been falling each year with an average of between 5,000 and 8,500 visits over the
summer season.

4.7  Consultants were engaged by Stroud District Councou8tiown Council, and the Heritage
Lottery Fund toundertake a feasibility Study. The report resulted in an options shortlist, and a
recommended vision that:

a !  KualhyKcapital project that will reinstate the heritage grandeur of Stratford Park Oide.
project will deliver a multuse, outdoor poql centred on community involvement, with catering

Page| 31



