A rlﬂ‘?:‘:p. Historic England, 29 Queen Square, Bristol BS1 4ND %‘
Stanewall
b TFER AT SN PETE

A
A Historic England

The Planning Strategy Team 21 January 2019
Stroud District Council

Ebley Mill, Stroud

Gloucestershire, GL5 4UB

Email: local.plan@stroud.gov.uk

Stroud District Local Plan Review Emerging Strategy Paper November
2018

Dear Sirs

Thank you for providing Historic England with an opportunity to consider and respond to the
consultation of this Paper. My apologies for the delay in this response.

Question 1.0a The document makes reference to 5 key issues having regard to previous views and
national policy. Unfortunately no reference is made to Stroud’s historic environment, cultural
heritage and associated local distinctiveness. Due to its social, environmental and economic
importance, national policy at paragraph 185 of the NPPF requires local plans to set out a positive
strategy for the historic environment. Could we recommend the Plan considers explicit reference to
the historic environment as a key issue for the Plan to address. Good Practice Advice in Planning: 1
The Historic Environment in Local Plans (2015) may help as will, | am sure, Stroud District Council’s
recently adopted Heritage Strategy (SPA) - “for the enjoyment and positive management of Stroud
District's historic environment and heritage assets”.

https://historicengland.org.uk/advice/planning/plan-making/

Question 1.0b The Local Plan should set out how it intends to ensure it can deliver a positive
strategy for the conservation of the historic environment (protection and enhancement). The
Making Places section of the Plan provides a convenient opportunity to illustrate such matters.

Question 2.1a The emerging strategy should consider how and to what extent the historic
environment contributes to the District’s local economy and how this should be acknowledged and
supported by the Plan.

https://historicengland.org.uk/research/heritage-counts/heritage-and-economy/
https://historicengland.org.uk/research/heritage-counts/2018-heritage-in-commercial-use/

Question 2.1a Historic England considers that the role of the historic environment in the economy
of the District may have been underappreciated.

Question 2.2a/b Historic England acknowledges and welcomes the document’s recognition of the

value of local character as a unique selling point (USP). We would emphasise the potential important
role of role of Stroud’s historic environment in the future role of local centres.
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