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The human race is characterised by its thirst for new ideas, for change
and development.  However, to an increasing extent people also value
the continuity and consistency to be found in their landscape,
connecting them to nature and their roots.  The conservation of the
landscape is an ongoing and often unspectacular activity.  It can be
achieved as part of people's day-to-day work, with additional inputs of
financial re s o u rces, specialist professional advice and vo l u n t a ry
community work.

The successful management of the Stroud Landscape will therefore
necessitate the continued help and co-operation of a number of
players: farmers in the way they manage their land, engineers in their
willingness to ensure that features such as traffic calming or road
widening are sensitively integrated into the landscape; planning
authorities in controlling unwanted development and encouraging
innovative and sustainable solutions for new housing.  It will also
involve local communities and others who care about the Stroud
District Landscape in taking responsibility for the conservation of
their local landscapes in their day to day actions and resisting harmful
developments.

This document sets out the variety of landscape character within the
Stroud District, in order to highlight the subtle but important
contrasts which make each area special.  It is intended that this
information will serve as a baseline to ensure that future developments
in the Stroud District take place within a framework of respecting,
protecting and enhancing the unique character of each area.
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